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American author and poet William A. Ward wrote, “Adversity causes some to break, 
others to break records.”
 
Delivering your best is easy during good times, but the true test of an organization 
is how it handles adversity. And while no one disputes these are our toughest 
economic times since the Great Depression, I am pleased to report that your Alumni 
Association has had another record-breaking year. We’ve enjoyed record numbers 
in membership, event participation, scholarships awarded, and events hosted 
throughout the Pirate Nation. 
 
Throughout this report you will read about numbers that  help us measure our success, 
but numbers alone do not tell our story.  The Alumni Association is all about helping 
people. I hope you enjoy the related video content of how the Alumni Association has 
impacted lives throughout the Pirate Nation.  
 
Go Pirates!
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Forty-two distinguished members of the East Carolina community 
were awarded for their distinction in the classroom, leadership in 
the community, and effecting positive changes in society. These 
exceptional individuals stand out as prominent leaders in the East 
Carolina community and signify success and accomplishment in their 
respective fields. 

alumni sCHolarsHiPs
Scholarships are essential building blocks to a student’s educational 
success, and the Alumni Association is proud to support student 
education by annually awarding $1,000 Alumni Scholarships. During 
FY 2009, we awarded an unprecedented 23 Alumni Scholarships, 
six ECTC/ECC Scholarships, and one New York Metro Chapter 
Scholarship. These recipients excelled in the classroom and 
distinguished themselves as leaders at ECU. The 2009 recipients had 
an average grade point average of 3.9—an impressive achievement.

aWard rECiPiEnts
Through nominations from fellow alumni, our award recipients were 
chosen for their outstanding achievements in their profession, civic 
affairs, and/or politics. The 2008 recipients are ideal representations 
of the university’s motto Servire, meaning “To Serve,” and how an 
East Carolina education is everlasting. 

outstanding alumni award:
• Captain (ret.) david m. fitzgerald ’66 has more than 35 years of 
 service to both the U.S. Navy and United States Federal 
 Government and is a Navy SEAL. 

• reverend Kenneth r. Hammond ’73, ’83, ’85 is senior pastor 
 of Union Baptist Church in Durham, North Carolina. He has served 
 ECU on a number of boards and committees, including the Long 
 Range Planning Committee.

• dr. Jerry E. mcGee ’66 is president of Wingate University. He has 
 served 35 years in higher education and is a college football 
 official with the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

• lieutenant General Gary l. north ’76 is commander of the 9th 
 Air Force and U.S. Air Forces Central, as well as Combined Force 
 Air Component commander. He operated 54 combat missions 
 during operations Desert Storm and Southern Watch and has 
 received numerous awards in the U.S. Air Force.  

distinguished service award:
• stephen d. showfety ’70 is president and CFO of Koury Corporation
 in Greensboro, North Carolina. Showfety has served the University in
 a number of capacities, including chairman of the Board of Trustees.

Honorary alumni award:
• dr. richard Eakin was chancellor of East Carolina for 14 years 
 and has continued an active relationship with the University since 
 retiring. While Dr. Eakin was chancellor, JoAnn Eakin served 
 as the campus beautification advocate and was a favorite “first 
 lady” among faculty, staff, and students. 

• Charles rogers is founder and owner of Lifetime Houses™ in 
 Washington, North Carolina, and an avid supporter of the University 
 and its programs. He is actively involved with a number of 
 University organizations.

robert H. Wright awards
Three graduating seniors were presented with the 2009 Robert H. 
Wright Award, which recognizes academic achievement, service, 
and leadership at East Carolina. Nominated by ECU faculty or staff, 
Robert H. Wright Award recipients should possess characteristics 
that would cause him or her to be recognized as one who will make 
a positive difference in his or her profession and community.

Robert H. Wright Recipients:

Joel funmilola Banjo-Johnson ’09 of Winterville, NC 
diana andreea Gliga ’09 of Jacksonville, NC 
stefanie marie Wethington ’09 of Greenville, NC
 
faculty awards
Three ECU faculty members received an Alumni Association-
sponsored Outstanding Teaching Award this year for meeting the 
“Seven Characteristics for Effective Teaching.” 

Robert L. Jones Award for Teaching Excellence
dr. shanan Gwaltney Gibson of the Department of Management in 
the College of Business

University Alumni Award for Outstanding Teaching 
dr. lisa m. Clough of the Department of Biology in the Thomas 
Harriot College of Arts and Sciences

University Alumni Award for Outstanding Teaching
dr. todd a. fraley of the School of Communication in the College of 
Fine Arts and Communication

a s  o u r  B E s t  a n d  B r i G H t E s t  i n  t H E  P i r at E  n at i o n
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alumni assoCiation ProGrams
Whether you toured the West Wing of the White House in an Industry 
Inside Out event, scored a hole-in-one at the ECU Alumni Scholarship 
Classic, or gathered with fellow Pirates fans at Alumni Tailgates, the 
Alumni Association offered plenty of events to reconnect you with 
former classmates and good friends that share your Pirate pride.
 
industrY insidE out
On July 10, 65 Pirates took on Washington, D.C. for a VIP Weekend. 
Participants visited the Washington Nationals’ Ballpark for an 
autograph session with former Diamond Pirate and current Arizona 
Diamondback Chad Tracy, an update from ECU Head Baseball Coach 
Billy Godwin on our team’s success, and an exclusive tour of the 
White House’s West Wing with Assistant Special Agent of the US 
Department of the Treasury Doug Morgan ’88. This was followed 
by a tour of the Capitol building and visit with North Carolina 
Representative Walter B. Jones Jr. The event concluded with a 
special tour of artwork in the National Portrait Gallery led by Director 
of Exhibitions Beverly Cox ’67. 

alumni tailGatE
More than 6,441 Pirates fans attended Alumni Tailgate, an annual fall 
tradition held before each football game. This year, more than 3,850 
people took part in home Alumni Tailgates. With an endless buffet of 
tailgate favorites from ARAMARK and local restaurant partners, and 
plenty of Pirate beverages, what more could hungry tailgaters want? 
Once again, the Alumni Association partnered with the Pirate Club 
to take Alumni Tailgate on the road where 2,591 enthusiastic Pirates 
fans prepared to watch the Pirates play. 

PiratE’s BountY sCHolarsHiP auCtion
The 2nd annual Pirate’s Bounty Scholarship Auction was held at the 
Hilton Greenville on October 16. At the event, 200 guests enjoyed 
hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, and plenty of auction items including one-
of-a-kind items, Pirates paraphernalia, sports memorabilia, trips, 
jewelry, fine art, and much more. Proceeds from the event totaled 
more than $6,000 for student scholarships.

ECu alumni sCHolarsHiP ClassiC
On October 17, 160 golfers teed off at Ironwood Golf and Country 
Club in Greenville, North Carolina to support student scholarships. 
Thanks to 23 sponsors and more than 100 businesses and individuals, 
ECU raised a record $24,000 in 2008 for ECU student scholarships. 
Knowing that they are improving the lives of ECU students makes 
these golfers’ games a little more rewarding. In addition, the 19th Hole 
Reception created a perfect opportunity for increased participation 
and patronage in this exciting scholarship fundraiser.

HomECominG
As a special tradition at East Carolina, Homecoming is an 
opportunity to reunite with old friends, reminisce about times 
spent at East Carolina, and rekindle your love for your alma mater. 

Nearly 250 alumni converged on ECU’s campus for Homecoming 
2008 to celebrate 100 Years of Purple and Gold: A Pirate’s Life for 
Me! A Homecoming luncheon, bus tour of campus, and classroom 
experiences were held on November 7. On November 8, a customary 
Open House breakfast was held at the Taylor-Slaughter Alumni 
Center, followed by the Homecoming parade that displayed 
extravagant pirate ship floats and plain old Pirate fun.
 
rEunions
In the fall of 2008, 215 alumni reunited with fellow Pirates at four 
different reunions. These reunions included two major specific 
reunions—the Occupational Therapy Reunion, which had 23 
attendees, and the Environmental Health Science Reunion, which 
had 39 attendees. 

The Black Alumni Reunion hosted 157 alumni at the City Hotel & 
Bistro for “3-D: Dessert, Dashiell, and a DJ.” Participants enjoyed 
looking through old yearbooks and catching up with good friends 
while Carroll Dashiell and his Jazz band played.

In addition, the annual ECTC and ECC Dinner and Dance honoring 
the Golden Alumni Class of 1958 hosted 153 Pirates who danced the 
night away to favorites played by the Collegians.
 
CarEEr ConnECtions
Seeking valuable career information, 392 people participated in Pirate 
Career Calls, informative presentations, and discussion sessions on 
topics such as “Salary Negotiations,” “How to Get Promoted,” and 
“Preparing Your Job Search.” The Alumni Association is proud to 
partner with ECU’s Career Center and Human Resources office to offer 
these monthly calls to help alumni and friends advance in their careers.

PiratE alumni road raCE and fun run
On April 12, 193 energetic alumni laced up their running shoes for 
the Pirate Alumni Road Race and Fun Run presented by Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of North Carolina. Happy onlookers watched and 
cheered on the runners as the scenic route took them down historic 
Fifth Street, which runs adjacent to East Carolina’s beautiful campus. 
More than $7,000 was raised for Alumni Association scholarships.

A l u m n i  A s s o c i A t i o n  p r o g r A m s
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With Pirates living across the country or around the world, it is 
the Alumni Association’s goal to provide engaging programs, 
entertaining events, and “feel-good” philanthropic activities for our 
scores of alumni and friends.  

voluntEErinG 
Throughout the year, 82 members of the Pirate Nation served as 
volunteers through various philanthropic projects. No matter how long 
alumni have been away from East Carolina, the University’s motto of 
service is as important today as it was during collegiate years.

In the fall, 20 Pirates participated in the New York Metro fall 
project that partnered with New York Cares, the city’s leading 
volunteer organization. Volunteers painted murals, planted flowers, 
and organized school libraries to revitalize and create a pleasing 
learning environment for students. North Carolina barbecue was 
shipped to St. Paul, Minnesota to create a “Carolina feel” at the NC 
College and Universities Alumni Gathering at Gibbs Farm Museum, 
where volunteers helped prepare the farm, part of the Historic 
Society, for winter. 

In the spring, 24 alumni and friends assisted in UNC-TV’s annual 
Festival fundraiser to raise money for this UNC system counterpart. 
At the Durham/Orange County Food Service Project and the 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, Service Project and Social, 11 alumni helped 
to feed the hungry. Eight alumni participated in ECU’s Relay for 
Life® to support the battle against cancer. In New York City, seven 
alumni developed healthy exercise habits for kids through the KEEN 
program. In High Point, North Carolina, four alumni lent a hand with 
yard work and household repairs while visiting families in need at the 
“In As Much” Community Service project. Seven alumni comforted 
animals through the Pitt County Humane Society Service Project by 
walking dogs and entertaining cats.   

affinitY GrouPs
The Alumni Association is happy to help any affinity group stay in 
touch with its members and coordinate activities and events to allow 
those alumni to get together. The ECU Club at Cypress Glen and 
the Retired Faculty Association are two of our most active affinity 
groups. During FY 2009, ECU Club at Cypress Glen members heard 
from former North Carolina Governor Jim Hunt, Dean and Senior 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Medical Affairs at East Carolina Dr. Paul 
Cunningham, ECU Head Football Coach Skip Holtz, and Dean of the 
College of Allied Health Sciences Dr. Stephen W. Thomas during their 
quarterly meetings. Average attendance was 115 per meeting. Retired 
Faculty Association members gathered for many meetings and 
socials throughout the year, and 161 members enjoyed their annual 
Dowdy Dinner in December.

annual EvEnts
Annual events and traditions help create a feeling of nostalgia and 
pride for alumni and friends, including 122 people who attended 
annual football kickoff parties in Jacksonville, Florida; Tidewater, 
Virginia; and the New York Metro area. Athletic viewing parties were 
held in 10 states including Georgia, North Carolina, Maryland, Florida, 
Texas, New York, Arizona, Missouri, Virginia, and Washington, D.C., 
with more than 5,000 Pirates fans in attendance. Holiday parties were 
held in three different regions, including the New York Metro area, 
Wake County, and D.C. Metro area. On April 25, the New York Metro 
Chapter held a silent auction scholarship fundraiser where 30 alumni 
mingled with special guests. On June 22, the Tidewater Virginia 
Chapter hosted its 14th Annual E. Marvin Slaughter and James A. 
Johnson Memorial Golf Tournament, which hosted 60 players and 
volunteers to raise funds for student scholarships.

5,621people continue

r e g i o n A l  p r o g r A m s  A n d  s o c i e t i e s

reunions and affinity group events are the perfect 
opportunities for alumni to get together.

thanks to dedicated volunteers who obtained the 
350 applications needed, ECu Pirates in virginia 
can now show their Pirate pride on their ride.
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As today’s students grow and develop, it is vital to introduce 
them to the Alumni Association through organizations such as the 
ECU Ambassadors and the Magnolia Belles, our student groups. 
The Alumni Association also hosts activities to engage students, 
including Freshmen Sendoffs, Real Life 101 sessions, and the Senior 
Candlelight Ceremony. Because today’s students are tomorrow’s 
alumni, the time is now to instill the values and ideals of the Alumni 
Association to ensure participation after graduation. 

sEnior CandlEliGHt CErEmonY
During the week of graduation, 60 graduating students and their 
families lit candles in honor of their transition to alumni status 
at the Senior Candlelight Ceremony. The ceremony included 
congratulations and words of inspiration from Alumni Association 
Board Chair Sabrina Bengel, Alumni Association President and CEO 
Paul J. Clifford, and Senior Class President Matt Hojatzadeh. 

ECu amBassadors
This student service organization represents the devotion of every 
East Carolina student, faculty and staff member, and alumnus/a 
through determination and enthusiasm regarding academics and 
community service. During the last year, the Ambassadors logged 
more than 6,768.5 volunteer hours, including Pitt County’s 2nd Annual 
Special Populations Prom for members of our community with 
developmental disabilities; providing campus tours for prospective 
students and their parents; assisting Athletics with recruits and 
during sporting events; volunteering for many campus functions; 
and participating in ECU’s Relay For Life®. The Ambassadors swept 
Homecoming, winning the Spirit Cup for the fifth time in a row! 
Although extremely active as Ambassadors, these 60 students also 
find time to be members of many other campus organizations. 

frEsHmEn sEndoffs
This year, 796 incoming ECU freshmen and family members 
participated in Freshmen Sendoff events in their areas to meet 
and mingle with fellow incoming freshmen and learn about what 
to expect during their years at East Carolina. These events are a 
wonderful way for students to make new friends and gain confidence 
about their upcoming college experience. This year, sendoffs were 
held in North Carolina in Chapel Hill, Charlotte, Clayton, Clemmons, 
Fayetteville, Monroe, New Bern, Raleigh, and Rocky Mount. Sendoffs 
were also held in the New York Metro area and Tidewater, Virginia.

rEal lifE 101
As an opportunity for senior-level students to obtain expert advice 
and to be proactive about their future careers, Real Life 101 provides 
seminars to help students take an immediate step toward life after 
college. This year, REAL Life 101 joined 82 students and professionals 
for seminars including “Graduating in a Down Economy,” “Insurance,” 
and “Want to Retire a Millionaire?” 

maGnolia BEllEs
The sweet sounds of the all-female a cappella group Magnolia 
Belles, or “Maggie Belles” as we fondly refer to them, filled the air for 
alumni events, ECU campus activities, chancellor’s events, and other 
community activities. The student-run organization is sponsored by 
the Alumni Association and is composed of 10 talented women. With 
a modern repertoire of contemporary pop, country, R&B, oldies, and 
their very own version of the ECU Fight Song and Alma Mater, the 
Magnolia Belles are “arrrghguably” one of a kind!

938 alumni and friends

s t u d e n t  p r o g r A m s
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This year, 175,366 mailings and 1,169,310 electronic communications 
were sent to inform our scores of alumni and friends across the Pirate 
Nation. It is our top priority to keep our constituents updated on 
upcoming events via prompt and effective communications. We value 
and admire our alumni’s continuing support of the Alumni Association 
to increase and maintain the success of all ECU programs, educational 
opportunities, and events for a lifetime of excellence.

SERviRE
This year, 75,368 copies of Servire magazine were sent to mailboxes. 
The quarterly publication spotlights the successes of ECU alumni 
and also features numerous events through captivating articles. 
The term Servire (pronounced sa-weer-ay) means “To Serve,” 
which is an integral part of ECU’s mission. The relevance of the 
title is easy to see as the alumni that are featured in Servire truly 
understand the meaning of “to serve.” The magazine also highlights 
professional advice in the Career Corner, connects alumni with their 
individual departments through News and Notes from Colleges and 
Schools, keeps donors abreast of our current campaign through 
Advancement Update, provides ways for alumni to advocate for the 
University in Legislative Matters, and inspires readers through the 
accomplishments of successful alumni in our featured articles.

A PiRATE’S LifE fOR ME!
Turn the radio up! The Alumni Association’s half-hour radio program, 
A.Pirate’s.Life.For.Me! features entertaining interviews with East 
Carolina alumni and reports on upcoming events for Pirate listeners. 
twenty-seven alumni were interviewed during the 2008–2009 
season, which was heard on Pirate Radio 1250 & 930 AM in eastern 
North Carolina. A.Pirate’s.Life.For.Me! is also available live via the 
Internet on Pirateradio1250.com, and show archives and podcasts 
are available on Piratealumni.com/apirateslifeforme.

soCial nEtWorKinG
The Alumni Association understands the importance of how today’s 
technology is the key to staying connected. That’s why you can 
find us on all of today’s most popular social networking Web sites. 
Become a fan of the Alumni Association on Facebook, watch our 
videos on YouTube, connect with fellow ECU alumni for career 
networking on LinkedIn, check out photos of alumni events on Flickr, 
and follow the latest “tweet” from the Alumni Association on Twitter. 
Visit Piratealumni.com for direct links to our pages on each social 
networking site. 

PiratEalumni.Com
With the click of a button, PirateAlumni.com is the one-stop-hot-spot 
resource for all the information you need to connect with the Alumni 
Association, University, and with fellow Pirates. Piratealumni.com is 
a virtual treasure trove of information with an online community and 
convenient tools about membership, awards, scholarships, career 
services, and volunteer opportunities. We keep an extensive photo 
gallery of alumni events and provide links to our Pirate Partners and 
relevant ECU offices and departments. You can also post alumni news 
and learn more about student programs at Piratealumni.com. 

1,403,674 messages
i n f o r m E d  a l u m n i  a n d  f r i E n d s

c o m m u n i c A t i o n s
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Servire
The Magazine of the East Carolina Alumni Association

Uncorked!
Two graduates share their 

journey to becoming winemakers

Visit 

PirateAlumni.com/photogallery 
to see photos from this year’s events
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former host of EXTRA 
and A Current Affair.



East Carolina Alumni Association
Taylor-Slaughter Alumni Center
901 East Fifth Street
East Carolina University
Greenville, NC 27858
Phone: 252-328-6072, 800-ECU-GRAD
Fax: 252-328-4369
E-mail: alumni@PirateAlumni.com
Piratealumni.com

Want to stay up-to-date on the latest ECU, Alumni Association, and 

alumni news? Then visit PirateAlumni.com to stay connected with your 

alma mater and fellow Pirates. Get information on upcoming alumni 

events; stay informed through PiratePulse, A.Pirate’s.Life.for.Me!, and 

Servire; nominate someone for an alumni award; sing along with the ECU 

Fight Song and ECU Alma Mater; view photos from past alumni events; 

find out how you can get involved no matter where you are in the Pirate 

Nation; learn about the benefits of Alumni Association membership; and 

stay connected with friends and former classmates through our online 

community. Be sure to check out our Annual Report online component 

while you’re there. There’s something for everyone at PirateAlumni.com!
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all share and  
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heart’s devotion.

To thee, our  
Alma Mater,  

love and praise.
Harold McDougle ’44
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