
East
The Magazine of easT Carolina UniversiTy

s
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

11

Olympic sports have new home



viewfinder

A brick paver honoring 
marine sgt. David J. smith 
’10 of Frederick, md., 
who died in Afghanistan 
last year, is presented to 
his mother, mary Jane 
mcWilliams, during the 
April 26 dedication of 
the Freedom Wall and 
memorial Walk on main 
Campus. With mcWilliams 
is her husband, John Jones. 
The ceremony included the 
rededication of the Victory 
Bell, originally unveiled 
on campus in 1953 as a 
memorial to World War II 
and Korean War veterans.

Photo by Jay Clark
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Olympics sports have new home
Whether East Carolina has grown and matured into a major regional 
university was the question we raised in the winter issue. We concluded 
that, based on ample evidence, ECU has achieved that recognition. Even 
those who once doubted East Carolina’s ability to operate a medical 
school, for example, now sing its praises.

I witnessed further evidence of  ECU’s maturity this spring in two 
very different settings. One came during Research and Creativity 
Activity Week when the scientific inquiry of  270 undergraduate and 
grad students was showcased on campus. The size and scope of  the 
event drove home the point that ECU is where many groundbreaking 
discoveries are being made in medicine, biology, computer science, 
education and other fields. 

It was on another kind of  field where I witnessed a different aspect of  
East Carolina’s new maturity—a soccer field, to be exact. Our cover 
story in this issue, which begins on page 20, is about the school’s new 
Olympic Sports Complex, a $24 million jewel in ECU’s sports crown. 
It has risen on what used to be dirt tailgate lots for Dowdy-Ficklen, 
Harrington Field, and woods where the Greeks used to party before 
football games. By creating this new home for what are called non-
revenue sports, East Carolina is showing the world that it’s much more 
than just a football and baseball school.

Research week demonstrated that East Carolina is igniting a spark of  
genius in its students so they can go out and improve the health and 
everyday lives of  the people of  the East. ECU wants every student, 
regardless of  their major, to have the best classrooms and professors. 
East Carolina also wants every student athlete, whether they play a 
money-making sport like football or a non-revenue sport like track and 
field, to have an equal chance to achieve their athletic goals. Whether 
you’re a quarterback or a quarter-miler, ECU wants student athletes to 
have coaches who inspire and facilities that showcase their success.

The sports complex also creates an attractive new gateway into campus. 
It’s the new face of  ECU that many football fans will see when they 
arrive for games. When you come back to campus, take a few minutes to 
drive up Charles Boulevard, just past the football and baseball stadiums, 
and see for yourself  how that corner of  campus has been transformed. 
It may cause you to think, as it did me, that this is how a mature, diverse 
university operates a first-class sports program.

froM The ediTor

Volume 9, Number 4 

East is published four times a year by 
East Carolina University

Division of  University Advancement
2200 South Charles Blvd.

Greenville, NC 27858

h

EDITOR
steve Tuttle ’09 

252-328-2068 / tuttles@ecu.edu

ART DIRECTOR/DESIGNER
Brent Burch

PHOTOGRAPHER
Forrest Croce

COPY EDITOR
Jimmy rostar ’94

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
marion Blackburn, Justin Boulmay,  

Doug Boyd, Bethany Bradsher, J. eric eckard, 
Kara Loftin, Jessica Nottingham ’08,  

steve row, mary schulken 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jay Clark, Cliff Hollis

CLASS NOTES EDITOR
Joanne Kollar 

ecuclassnotes@ecu.edu

ADMINISTRATION
michelle sloan

h

ASSISTANT VICE CHANCELLOR  
FOR UNIVERSITY MARkETING

Clint Bailey

East Carolina University is a constituent institution of 
The University of North Carolina. It is a public doctoral/ 
research intensive university offering baccalaureate, master’s, 

specialist and doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences 
and professional fields, including medicine. Dedicated to the 

achievement of excellence, responsible stewardship of the  
public trust and academic freedom, ECU values the  

contributions of a diverse community, supports shared  
governance and guarantees equality of opportunity.

©2011 by East Carolina University

Printed by Progress Printing

U.P. 11-284  63,500 copies of this public document  
were printed at a cost of $37,778 or $.59 per copy.

East
The Magazine of easT Carolina UniversiTy

s
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

11



AmANDA eTHerIDge HAD NO regreTs

I was so pleased to find the “Upon the 
Past” column about Amanda Etheridge in 
the current issue of  East. Amanda was a 
well-respected member of  our community 
and of  my husband’s family [John Wilson 
’50] here on Roanoke Island, a scholar and 
a star athlete with a never-yielding passion 
for social justice in her community. She was 
devastated by her treatment at the college 
in 1945, but went to her grave with no 
regrets. I wish she were still around to see the 
truthful story of  her devotion to doing what 
was right even though she personally suffered 
the consequences.

 —Estelle Jones Wilson ’51, Manteo

I really enjoyed your article on Amanda 
Etheridge because I knew her when I was a 
student there during the turmoil over Mr. 
Meadows. The last rehearsal for our senior 
class play, in which I had a part, had to be 
canceled because the SGA called one of  
the mass meetings to look into the issue 
of  Mr. Meadows’ handling of  the student 
money. I also knew the professors who were 
fired by the trustees for not supporting Mr. 
Meadows, and I think your article had the 
wrong name for one of  them. As I recall, the 
three who were fired were E.L. Henderson, 
Herbert ReBarker and Hubert Haynes. I 
don’t recall a professor by the name of  M.L. 
Wright. But I’m 88 now so I occasionally 
have senior moments.

—Mrs. Elizabeth Kittrell “Kit” Taylor ’44, 
Yorktown, Va.

Editor’s note: We double-checked the official records 
and multiple accounts list M.L. Wright among 
the three professors fired by trustees during the 
campus turmoil of 1943–44. Wright came to 
campus in 1925 as a sociology teacher but he 
isn’t pictured among the faculty in yearbooks after 
1940. It’s possible he was performing duties other 
than teaching when the Meadows scandal erupted, 
which would explain why Mrs. Kittrell doesn’t 
remember him. Faculty records indicate Haynes 

taught education and psychology from 1924 until 
his retirement in 1959.

Is THIs OF HIsTOrIC VALue?

I found this old 
program going through 
my mother’s things 
recently [Martha 
Rogers Taylor ’37].  
Just thought someone 
there 

might be able to use it. By 
the way, you folks put out a 
wonderful publication.
—Emmette Taylor, kinston

Editor’s note: We forwarded 
this 85-year-old program to 
University Archives, which 
reported that it’s now the 
oldest in its files.

PePsI suPPOrTeD 
CAmPus rADIO

In the “Coke comes 
to campus” story 
in the last issue, 
another thing the 
Minges family 
gave us over multiple 
years were annual grants for the campus 
radio station to contract with United 
Press International for their news wire 
service. Since the radio station was funded 
totally by student broadcasters (we “pounded 
the pavement” to sell commercials!) with no 
direct institutional or Student Government 
Association monies, we always sort of  held 
our breath at the start of  each academic year 
until we had that $500 check in hand. The 
Minges family business was given broadcast 
recognition by us announcing that all 
newscasts, weather reports and sports were 
sponsored by Pepsi.   

—Bob Blake ’66, Sarasota, Fla.

COLLege CHeAPer IN ’52?

A few weeks after reading “What Does 

College Really Cost” in the winter issue, my 
wife, Mary Jo Outland Baugh ’55, and I 
visited her sister, Anne Outland ’56. Our 
daughter was digging through her Aunt 
Anne’s artifacts when she came across her 
ECC scrapbook. In it she found the enclosed 
letter from the registrar, dated Feb. 8, 1952, 
showing the cost per quarter of  $87 for 
tuition and fees, plus $80 a quarter for meals 
for a total of  $167 per quarter, times three 

for a cost of  $501 per year. I would say 
that’s quite a bargain 

compared to 
today’s cost.

—Marvin Baugh 
’55, Greensboro

Editor’s note: The 
story Mr. Baugh 
refers to noted that it 
now costs $16,405 
a year to attend ECU, 
a total which includes 
tuition, books and fees 
as well as such non-
academic essentials as rent, 
food, clothes, laptop, car, 
cell phone, etc. The $501 
charged in 1952 didn’t 
include the non-academic 

essentials. To compare apples-to-apples costs, let’s 
assume that living expenses raised the price of a 
year at ECC in 1952 to $750. At a web site 
called MeasuringWorth.com, I computed what 
$750 in 1952 dollars would be worth today. If 
you go by the consumer price index, $750 would 
be worth $6,060 today. Purchasing the same 
bundle of consumer goods would cost $9,010 
today. It would be worth $10,700 using the 
production worker compensation guide, or how 
much an hourly worker would have to earn now 
to generate the same purchasing power. Also keep in 
mind that the $16,405 figure does not include grants 
or scholarships available to working families. When 
those are factored in, the current cost of a year at ECU 
for a child of a family earning less than $48,000 a 
year is $7,232, or roughly the same as in 1952.

froM oUr readers
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‘Next fiscal year will  
be the worst yet’

The following is a condensed version of 
Chancellor Steve Ballard’s State of the University 
Address delivered at the start of spring semester.

Most of  you and our community are all 
too familiar with the basic outline of  the 
budget situation. ECU has lost $106 million 
over the past three years before anything 
happens this year; that includes both one-
time “reversions” and base budget cuts. Last 
year, when the UNC system represented 
13 percent of  the state budget, the 16 
universities accounted for 29 percent of  the 
governor’s reversion. Two years ago, when 
we had our biggest base cuts, 92 percent 
of  ECU’s base budget cut came from 
administrative positions and administrative 
function. The point of  that is that we did all 
we could to protect the student experience 

and academic quality. But facing the fourth 
year—and there will probably be five years 
of  base budget cuts—we have very little 
flexibility compared to where we have been. 

We know that next fiscal next year will be 
the worst yet. The gap between revenues and 
past expenditures, which is what everyone is 
focusing on, is approximately $3.7 billion, 
or a 20 percent gap in the state budget. For 
ECU, 20 percent is about $60 million, on 
top of  the $106 million that we have already 
lost, or given back.  

You can certainly hear rational arguments for 
a cut between 8 percent to 20 percent. I ask 
everyone here today to pray for the 8 percent 
but as a chancellor I have to prepare for 20 
percent. Our philosophy, as we enter this 
period of  possible 20 percent cuts, includes 
three components:
•	There	is	only	one	East	Carolina	University.	

We are all in this together and we all have 
a stake in the outcome. We know every 
element of  ECU and every constituency 
will suffer. But our goal is to emerge with 
our integrity and our mission intact. 

•	Second,	we	will	continue	to	focus	on	our	
five strategic priorities. 

•	And,	we	will	keep	our	eye	on	the	long	
term. We will define where we want to 
be at the end of  this recession and stay 
focused on that.

So, given this philosophy we have four 
primary ways to find $60 million for the 
next fiscal year. I will discuss them in terms 
of  what we must do first, second, third 
and fourth. The least desirable choices will 
almost certainly yield the most funds. 

First, we will continue to be more efficient 
in every way possible and more productive 
in all of  our operations, and that includes 

The eCU rePorT

“We will do everything  
we can to be innovative,  

find appropriate partnerships,  
and do all we can to protect 

the student experience.”
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consolidating services, doing more shared 
services and more partnerships, [and] less 
administrative expenditures. Productivity 
improvements will only yield about 3 
to 5 percent of  a $60 million goal. I’ve 
asked Faculty Chair [Marianna] Walker 
to speak with the Educational Policy and 
Planning Committee of  the Faculty Senate 
to recommend criteria by which we can 
consolidate services [and] academic programs, 
and reduce administrative costs associated 
with overseeing departments and colleges. 

Second choice, we will look at our emergency 
fund to help offset these cuts. This is a painful 
option because it is so difficult to replace 
emergency funds once they are spent. At most, 
I estimate that we might be able to find one-
fourth of  our cut scenario from this option. 
So, doing this complicated math, options 1 
and 2 may provide, at best, $20 million, or 
about one-third the $60 million needed. 

The next two options are even more painful 
but unavoidable. Option No. 3 is called 
“Unit Reductions,” for every college and 
every division. I know we’ll have to ask every 
college and division to meet a fixed reduction.

Since we have made so many reductions 
over the past three years, and sacrificed so 
many non-academic positions, it is inevitable 
that the units will now have to cut into the 
academic core and the size of  our faculty. I 
hope that we can keep the overall size of  our 
faculty close to what it is today. Many schools 
and colleges will have no choice other than to 
use faculty openings and academic resources 
to reach their goal. The availability of  classes 
will be reduced, while class size and teaching 
loads, on average, will increase.  

We may have to ask each college and division 
to reduce their expenditures by 9 to 12 
percent. If  we take 9 percent of  the state 
funding from each college and division, that 
would generate about $30 million, or half  of  
our $60 million target.

Last, most painful for me, and inevitably, 
students will have to pay more for their 
education through increased tuition and fees. 
We anticipate that students will have to fund 
at least 20 percent, perhaps more, of  the 
$60 million reduction, and this will follow 
substantial increases in tuition and fees 
already approved for the coming year by the 
Board of  Governors and already realized over 
the last two years. We have always prided 
ourselves in being an access institution and 
our first university priority is student success, 
so making higher education less affordable is 
a not an attractive option for me.  

I will end the gloomy part of  my speech with 
this commitment: we will involve and engage 
the campus community as much as we can 
during this process. The budget estimates 
presented today will undoubtedly change 
and better options could emerge. We will 
do everything we can to be innovative, find 
appropriate partnerships, and do all we can 
to protect the student experience.  

I look forward to working with every one 
of  you. Our challenges are not small, I 
think you all realize that, but they are 
inconsequential compared to our spirit.

Lillington gets dental clinic

Lillington, the county seat of  Harnett 
County southeast of  Raleigh, will be the site 
of  a community care clinic to be operated 
by the School of  Dental Medicine. The 
university announced that it would build 
one of  the learning centers beside the new 
First Choice Community Health Center 

off U.S. 401. There, dental students and 
residents will train and, together with ECU 
faculty members, provide care to local 
residents. “This is going to be a very good 
site, a good collaboration with First Choice 
Community Health Center,” said Gregory 
Chadwick, associate dean for planning and 
extramural affairs at the dental school. The 
two facilities “will really have an impact on 
primary health care in Harnett County.”

Lillington is the fourth site to be named 
for what will eventually be 10 such centers 
across the state and the first in central North 
Carolina. The other sites identified so far 
are Ahoskie and Elizabeth City in eastern 
North Carolina and Sylva in the western 
part of  the state. 

The 7,700-square-foot center in Lillington 
will be a fully functioning general dentistry 
office with 16 treatment rooms, X-ray 
equipment, educational space and more. The 
state will own the land, and construction 
could begin this year if  all goes well, 
Chadwick said. Full-time dental school 
faculty members will staff the center, along 
with dental hygienists and other staff 
members, and fourth-year dental students 
and residents will train at the center. 
Chadwick has described the centers as 
similar to “moving the fourth floor of  the 
dental school—the clinical training—off 
campus to rural areas of  our state where 
dental services are needed.”

The school will admit its first 50 students, 
all North Carolina residents, in August, with 
plans to admit 50 each year.      —Doug Boyd

LillingtonSylva

Ahoskie

Elizabeth City



Campus master plan advances

A preliminary master plan for East Carolina 
University’s Main Campus drew concerns 
about safety, architectural consistency and 
public access from East Carolina trustees 
seeing it for the first time. The plan looks 
out 20 years and expands ECU along Reade 
Street north of  Fifth, refashions the 10th 
Street corridor from Cotanche to College 
Hill, constructs three parking decks and closes 
some streets to traffic in the center of  campus.

Board of  Trustees members discussed it 
and the preliminary master plan for the 
Health Sciences Campus in April after 
a presentation by representatives from 
Smithgroup/JJR, a planning and architecture 
company consulting on the plan.

“I hope you will resolve the safety issue that 
I see,” said David Redwine, referring to a 
proposed parking deck the plan includes just 
north of  10th Street and west of  Cotanche 
Street, across from the Student Recreation 
Center. The long-term plan would include 
security on site and for students crossing 
Cotanche, Smithgroup representatives and 
university officials said.

As Main Campus expands beyond its 
existing borders, building placement and 
design should be in keeping with the 
character of  the existing campus, which 
includes open space and historic architecture, 
said David Brody, board chairman.

“It should honor the core design of  the 
campus and it should not be so dense as 
to change the environment of  the campus,” 
he said.

Planners are currently drawing design 
guidelines for those future buildings, 
consultants said, that are tied to the original 
architecture of  the buildings built in 1907.

Planners used a number of  priorities 
identified in campus meetings and a 
survey to draw the preliminary plan. 
Among those: keeping academics on the 
core of  Main Campus, retaining open 
spaces, providing ample close-in parking, 
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public safety and easy pedestrian access.

The plan closes some small parking lots near 
academic buildings on the Main Campus 
but proposes at least three parking decks 
in central locations. It also closes Founders 
Drive and Chancellors Way to through traffic.

Brody noted that the public needs ample 
parking near A.J. Fletcher Music Hall, where 

public performances take place.

Trustee Bill Bodenhamer suggested the 
university use the price of  parking for 
students, staff and faculty to manage spaces, 
setting the rate for close-in parking at a level 
that provides incentive to use shuttle services.

The presentation to trustees was an 
information session only. ECU officials and 

planners stress the plan will likely see tweaks 
based on feedback from the campus and the 
community. A final version is expected to be 
ready by fall for the board of  trustees.

To learn more about the preliminary 
master plan, visit www.ecu.edu/cs-admin/
masterplan/alternatives.cfm

—Mary Schulken
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New funding model helps eCu

East Carolina’s efforts to improve freshman-
to-sophomore retention rates and to operate 
academic programs more efficiently should 
begin paying dividends as the UNC system 
transitions from a per-student funding 
formula to a sliding scale that’s based on 
academic performance. Applying the new 
yardsticks means ECU likely will receive a 
slightly bigger slice of  a smaller budget pie 
next school year as the General Assembly 
continues to slash funding for higher 
education.

Under discussion for the last two years, the 
new performance-based funding model will 
be used for the fiscal year beginning July 
1 to divvy up whatever enrollment growth 
money—if  any—is appropriated to the 
UNC system by the General Assembly. 

Given final approved by the UNC 
Board of  

Governors in February, the new formula will 
have noticeable impacts on some campuses:
•	UNC	Greensboro	and	Western	Carolina	

will be allowed only restricted growth 
in their freshman enrollments beginning 
this fall.

•	Freshman	enrollment	will	be	capped	at	
UNC Pembroke. 

•	The	most	severe	restrictions	fall	on	
Elizabeth City State, Fayetteville State and 
N.C. A&T because they did poorly on both 
yardsticks. They must shrink their freshmen 
enrollments and focus on retention.

ECU achieved acceptable retention and 
efficiency rates, which would translate into 
$5.1 million in enrollment growth money 
for 2011–12, or 11.1 percent of  the total 
$45.8 million the Board of  Governors 
requested for the whole system. In 2012–13, 
ECU’s enrollment growth money would 
swell to $5.5 million, or 13.4 percent of  the 

$40.8 million request. Again, it

was unknown when this was written what 
amount the General Assembly would 
appropriate.

The percentage is important because it 
will apply to whatever the Legislature 
appropriates for enrollment growth. The 
$40.8 million would fund classroom 
space and instruction for 2,337 additional 
students throughout the 16-campus system. 
Actual enrollment growth in recent years has 
been three times that much. 

N.C. State’s share of  the pie over the next 
two years would fall from $11.1 million to 
$10.1 million. UNC Chapel Hill’s share 
would fall from $8.5 million to $5.2 million. 
UNC Charlotte would see its enrollment 
growth money cut in half, from $7.3 million 
to $3.6 million.

A major change is that new funding formula 
stops giving the smaller, liberal arts and 
non-doctoral campuses a financial break by 
assuming it costs them more per-student 
to deliver the same classes as their bigger 

brothers. UNC 
Asheville, for 
example, will see its 
enrollment growth 
money fall two-thirds, 
from $724,000 to 
$241,000. A third 
benchmark—six-year 
graduation rates—will 
be added to the funding 
formula in 2013.

Before the recession hit, 
the UNC system usually 
requested and got about 
$60 million to account for 
fairly consistent enrollment 
growth of  around 6,000 
new students each year; 
whatever the Legislature 
approved was doled out 
on a per-student basis. To 
demonstrate the 16 campuses 
could operate more efficiently 
and with greater transparency, 
former President Erskine 
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senior fine arts 
major sarah West 

’11 traveled to 
Philadelphia this 
spring to pick up 

her 2011 Niche 
magazine award 
in the “sculpture 

to wear” category. 
Presented annually 

since 1990, the 
award recognizes 

excellence and 
innovation in 

American and 
Canadian fine 

craft. Artists are 
recognized in 

professional and 
student divisions. 

West’s work, which 
has been exhibited 

at Artspace in 
raleigh, won the 

Best in show award 
from Rebel 53, the 
university’s arts and 

literary magazine.
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Bowles pushed the Board of  Governors to 
adopt a new funding model that rewards 
campuses with low freshman dropout rates 
and penalizes those with high dropout rates. 
The fundamental change in philosophy is 
seen as one of  Bowles’ major legacies. 

Cautioned to submit a smaller budget 
request for enrollment growth money this 
third recessionary budget cycle, the Board 
of  Governors voted to seek $45.8 million 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1 and just 
$40.8 million for the second year of  the 
biennium. That increase will provide funding 
for an anticipated 2,337 additional students 
next school year, far below normal growth 
patterns. Thus, even if  the Legislature gives 
the General Administration everything it 
asked for, the rapid growth rate of  the UNC 
system would level off and it would be 
harder to get accepted as the same or greater 
numbers of  applicants seek fewer new seats.

efforts check rising book costs

It looks like the best the UNC system can 
do to control the rising cost of  textbooks is 
to stop prices from getting much worse. The 
numbers from a Board of  Governors report 
show that, after a four-year focused effort by 
the 16 campuses, the average cost for books 

for an in-state undergraduate is up in a range 
of  1.6 percent to 2.9 percent, depending 
on whether the student bought new or 
used books. That is relatively good news, 
considering that textbook prices nationally 
have risen 6 percent annually for the past 
several years.

For several years now the General 
Administration has pushed campuses to 
get a handle on textbooks costs, which can 
easily add $1,000 to the cost of  a year 
of  college. In 2006 the campuses started 
making detailed annual reports tracking what 
students actually were paying—what they 
paid at the cash register at the start of  the 
semester and what they got back after finals 
through bookstore buy-back plans. 

Innovative ideas were encouraged. UNC 
Charlotte, UNC Greensboro and UNC 
Wilmington outsourced their bookstore 
operations to Barnes & Noble. N.C. Central 
and Winston-Salem State contracted with 
Follett. The three biggest campuses—UNC 
Chapel Hill, N.C. State and ECU—joined 
forces to essentially merge their bookstores 
so a student at any of  the three could buy 
or sell a book through any of  the three 
bookstores, which could be done easily 
online. Four other schools—Appalachian, 
Elizabeth City State, Fayetteville State and 

Western Carolina—operate textbook rental 
programs. Such programs have lower costs 
but less selection.

Throughout the system, bookstores 
were strongly encouraged to offer “half-
back” programs for books required in 
introductory-level courses, such as freshman 
English, guaranteeing to buy back the 
book at the end of  the semester at half  the 
original price. 

According to numbers in the report, the 
merged-bookstore approach has worked 
great for ECU, where textbook prices 
actually have gone down, but not as well at 
Carolina, where moderately high prices rose 
less then the system-wide average, and at 
State, where prices went up by more than 
the statewide average. Likewise, the results 
were uneven at the three campuses that threw 
in with Barnes & Noble. Prices dropped at 
Wilmington but they shot up at Greensboro 
and Charlotte by more than 6 percent. N.C. 
A&T had the biggest drop in textbook costs 
of  any campus, down 13.6 percent, but it 
took that just to bring its costs to near the 
system average.

At every campus professors were encouraged 
—some would say leaned on—to adopt 
textbooks for their classes in a timely 
manner, meaning they should decide what 
books to require students to buy in plenty 
of  time for the bookstore to get them on the 
shelves. The earlier the bookstores are able to 
make their orders, the less students pay at the 
checkout counter.

New federal legislation that went into 
effect last summer may help curb textbook 
price increases. Publishers now are barred 
from “bundling” a textbook along with 
supporting materials like workbooks and 
CDs so that the book can be purchased 
separately. Also, when publisher’s sales agents 
pitch to faculty members on adopting their 
texts, the agent now is required to tell the 
faculty member how much the book costs 
at retail. Before, faculty members often had 
no idea what a book would cost before 
requiring it in a class.

more than 300 greek-affiliated students who achieved gPAs of 3.5 or higher fall semester—
including 80 who achieved a perfect 4.0—were treated to an ice cream social by the 
Division of student Affairs and the Office of greek Life. Provost marilyn sheerer and 
Vice Provost Virginia Hardy were on hand to congratulate the 337 fraternity and sorority 
members who made the grade, which is roughly a quarter of the eCu greek community.
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eCu dropping art degree

To increase efficiency, ECU is eliminating 
the bachelor of  arts degree in art, a 
fine arts program that has seen rapidly 
declining interest by students. Only eight 
were majoring in the degree at the start of  
spring semester, down from 12 the prior 
semester. Those eight will be allowed to 
complete their degree before the program 
is completely shut down. The move won’t 
save much money because faculty teaching 
those courses also teach in related degree 
programs, and so must remain on staff. 

Across the 16 UNC campuses, 60 degrees 
were targeted for elimination as the campuses 
respond for legislative demands to do more 
with less. On the chopping block are 36 
baccalaureate, 22 master’s and two doctoral 
programs. Three campuses account for more 
than half  of  the total—N.C. Central with 
13, N.C. A&T with 11 and UNC Charlotte 
with 10. 

The Board of  Governors adopted new 
efficiency standards that campuses now use 
to decide if  a degree program has outlived 
its usefulness. Bachelor’s degree programs 
need to award 19 or more diplomas over two 
years. Terminal master’s degree programs 
should award at least 15 degrees over two 
years to survive, and doctoral programs need 
to award at least five diplomas over two years 
to avoid the budget knife.

eCu to help Pottery Center

East Carolina and the N.C. Pottery Center 
in Seagrove are discussing a collaboration 
that would link the university’s highly 
regarded studio arts program with one 
of  the nation’s most prominent folk arts 
centers. Officials said the tight budget 
situation limits what ECU can contribute 
to the arrangement. The first collaboration 
came in March when the two co-sponsored 
a visit by a group of  five potters from 
China. The visitors spent part of  a week in 
Seagrove and the rest of  the time conducting 
workshops and colloquiums on campus.

“We’re looking at all aspects of  
collaboration, on everything from sharing 
visiting artists to perhaps basing grad 
students and faculty over there,” said 
Michael Dorsey, interim dean of  the College 
of  Fine Arts and Communication. He said 
the discussions began in December when 
he and three other ECU representatives 
met with the Pottery Center board. One 
of  Seagrove’s most successful potters, Ben 
Owen III ’93, who is participating in the 
discussions, said he hopes the collaboration 
grows. “If  there is a way both parties can 
find a common ground to work on a future 
endeavor together it would be wonderful. 
The more people who know about 
[Seagrove pottery], the better.”

A split has developed in the pottery 
community around Seagrove. A rival group, 
the Seagrove Area Potters Association, 
split from the Pottery Center over a range 
of  issues. The new group, on whose board 
Owen serves, began staging a rival festival 
in 2008 on the same November weekend as 

the annual Seagrove Pottery Festival, which 
has been managed for more than 25 years 
by the N.C. Museum of  Traditional Pottery. 
However, both festivals have been successful 
and tempers seem to be easing.

News briefs

Required summer 
read: This summer, 
incoming freshmen 
will be encouraged 
to read the true 
story of  an Elon 
College student who 
was raped in her 
apartment in 1984 
and the man who 
was wrongly convicted and spent 11 years in 
prison for the crime. Picking Cotton is written 
by the two victims in the case, Jennifer 
Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Cotton. 
The two eventually became friends and 
wrote this book to educate the public about 
flaws in the criminal-justice system.

The first collaboration between eCu and the N.C. Pottery Center came in march when the 
two co-sponsored a visit by five potters from China. The visitors spent part of a week in 
seagrove and the rest of the time conducting workshops and colloquiums on campus.
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Discussion program forms: ECU will 
open its doors this fall to adults in the 
Greenville area who are interested in learning 
new things but who don’t want the hassle 
of  applying for admission. The Lifelong 
Learning Program, to be launched this fall 
by the Division of  Continuing Studies, is 
modeled after the Elderhostel programs of  
the mid-1970s. N.C. State University has 
operated a similar program, called Encore, 
for about 20 years. “Seniors are the one who 
so often say there is nothing for me to do. 
I’m retired but I still want to learn,” said 
ECU’s Clayton Sessoms. “They are curious 
about topics and want to learn new things, 
but don’t want to invest the time or money 
in pursuing a degree.” The program will be 
funded through modest workshop fees. A 
schedule of  courses will be announced May 
21. Interested individuals are encouraged 
to register by calling 252-328-9198 or 
e-mailing cpe@ecu.edu.

Pedalling for health: People who work 
sitting at a desk all day could pedal their way 
to better health by using portable exercise 
machines, according to research by an ECU 
faculty member published in the British 
Journal of Sports Medicine. These small exercise 
bikes, modified to fit under a desk, are 
effective at burning calories and raising the 
heart rate without disrupting the office work 
flow, according to the study by Luc Car, an 
assistant professor in the Department of  
Exercise and Sports Science. For the study, 18 

office workers, who were mostly female, and 
overweight, pedalled an average of  23 minutes 
a day and used the machine on an average 
of  12 out of  20 days. The workers said in a 
questionnaire that they would use the bikes 
regularly if  their employer offered them one. 

Nursing grads score well: The percentage 
of  School of  Nursing graduates who pass 
the state licensing exam on the first try rose 
one point in 2010 to 97 percent. Of  the 
268 graduates that year, 260 passed the exam 
to become RNs. In 2009, 248 of  the 257 
graduates passed the first time, or 96 percent.

Alcohol abuse program honored: East 
Carolina’s efforts to prevent alcohol and drug  
abuse by fraternity and sorority members 
have been recognized as among the best in the 
nation. The school’s Greek Risk Management 
program was one of  four finalists nationwide 
for the Outside the Classroom Prevention 
Excellence Award for Greek Life. The 
award is presented by the Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher Education and 
Outside the Classroom, a company that 
designs online drug and alcohol education 
programs for colleges and universities.

Campus repairs slated: East Carolina 
is planning $5.2 million in repairs and 
upgrades to four buildings on Main Campus. 
The largest project will see $2.4 million 
spent to complete space in the Science and 
Technology Building that was left unfinished 
when it opened in 2003. Parts of  the third 
and fifth floors will be upfitted as wet 
laboratory space for the biology, chemistry 
and geology departments. The work will be 
paid for with facilities and administrative 
receipts; completion is expected in June 
2012. Green and White residence halls will 
receive exterior masonry and structural repairs 
costing $1.9 million. Greene also will get a 
new roof. The project, funded with housing 
receipts, should be completed by July 2012. 
Also, the Student Recreation Center, now 15 
years old, will receive a new roof  and other 
repairs costing $798,000. The project, to be 
paid for with student activity fees, should be 
completed by December.

Trustees complete terms

Four veteran members of  the ECU Board 
of  Trustees who helped lead the university 
through a turbulent era will complete their 
terms in June. Current chair David Brody 
of  kinston, former chair Bob Greczyn 
’73 of  Durham, current board secretary 
David Redwine ’72 of  Ocean Isle Beach, 
and William H. Bodenhamer Jr. ’74 of  
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., each served two four-
year terms. The four had just joined the 
13-member board in 2003 when former 
chancellor William V. Muse resigned under 
a cloud after only two years on the job. 
That led to the selection of  Steve Ballard as 
chancellor and, with other board decisions, 
set East Carolina on a firmer footing. Two 
of  the vacancies were filled by the Board 
of  Governors, which appointed Deborah 
Davis ’79 ’83 of  Henrico, Va., chief  
operating officer of  Virginia Commonwealth 
University Medical Center, and Raleigh 
attorney kieran Shanahan ’79. Gov. Beverly 
Perdue will fill the two other vacancies.

eCu down to one on board

East Carolina is down from three alumni 
to only one—attorney Phil Dixon ’71 of  
Greenville—serving on the 32-member 
UNC Board of  Governors. Charles Hayes 
’72 ’74 of  Sanford will leave the board in 
June after serving for six years; he filled a 
vacancy for two years and then was elected 
to a four-year term in 2007. Although 
he was eligible for another term and was 
nominated in a House committee, Hayes, 
executive director of  the Research Triangle 
Regional Partnership, was not on the final 
list submitted for a floor vote. Hayes said 
he served during a pivotal era. “I was able 
to serve with three of  the five presidents 
the UNC system has ever had, including 
Erskine Bowles’ entire time as president.” 
ECU briefly had three on the board. It 
dropped to two when J. Craig Souza ’71 of  
Raleigh, president of  the N.C. Health Care 
Facilities Association, completed his second 
term in 2009. 
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Need a vein? Look in the fridge

Anyone who has undergone a heart bypass 
procedure knows you usually have to recover from 
two surgeries—one on your heart and another on 
your leg, where doctors remove a section of  vein 
to use to repair your heart. Thanks to pioneering 
work by an ECU surgeon, someday soon that 
second surgery won’t be necessary. 

Research co-authored by Alan kypson, a professor 
of  surgery at the Brody School of  Medicine, 
and published in the journal Science Translational 
Medicine demonstrated that scientists can 
“grow” new veins in the lab and store them in a 
refrigerator for up to a year. These manmade veins 
are constructed from smooth-muscle cells taken 
from a human cadaver that are placed around a 
tubular structure. The cells grow until they cover 
the tube. The tube is then treated to remove the 
cells, leaving a hollow, flexible tube that works like 
a vein but will not be rejected by the body.

Participating in the research with kypson were 
scientists from Duke University, Yale University 
and Humacyte, a biotechnology company based in 
Durham. Humacyte funded much of  the research.

The medical advance is important given our aging 
population. “People are having multiple heart 
bypasses and vascular surgery now and once a 
patient is on their third or fourth bypass, they are 
out of  veins to use,” kypson said.

The eCU rePorT
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First student graduates
among the 13 students in the first 
class to graduate in May 1911 is Pattie 
simmons dowell of williamston, 
who was the first student to register 
on oct. 5, 1909, when eCTTs first 
opened its doors. founder and first 
president of the campus ywCa, she 
goes on to become the first eCTTs 
graduate to receive a doctorate. she 
teaches here in 1923–24, leaves for 
southern Miss—where she authors 
four elementary school textbooks—
but returns in 1958 to end her career 
here. she is the first recipient of the 
school’s outstanding alumni award. 
dowell way, the short street arching 
between fletcher and garrett 
residence halls on the east end of 
Main Campus, is named for her.

The case of the purloined frocks
The campus is shocked and the 
spring social season is imperiled 
in april 1926 when silk gowns 
purchased or made by eight 
students disappear from dorm 
rooms just days before the Poe 
society’s big dance. oddly, all 
are about the same size. The 
greenville police are called and a 
local woman is charged when the 
gowns are found at her home. The 
Tecoan reports a happy ending to 
the incident in a front-page story 
headlined “The easter frocks are 
returned to owners.”

100 
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Dorm cooking is toast
students get heartburn 
in spring 1986 when the 
administration, in the 
aftermath of several minor 
dorm room fires and grease-
clogged pipes, announces 
that deep fat fryers and 
electric griddles will be 
outlawed in residence halls, 
effective fall semester. 
only toasters and small 
refrigerators can stay. eCU 
is following the lead of other 
UnC schools in banning 
dorm cooking and requiring 
students to buy meal books. 
when students complain 

there aren’t enough places to eat on campus, the relatively new Mendenhall student
Center is remodeled to add a casual restaurant.           Images courtesy University Archives

“Pumpsie” fans 19
The strong arm of greensboro’s 
larry “Pumpsie” Crayton carries eCC 
into the 1961 naia national baseball 
tournament in sioux City, iowa. 
nervous at being so far from home and 
facing a strong grambling squad, many 
eCC players stuff four-leaf clovers in 
their pockets. But luck isn’t needed 
as Crayton strikes out 19 batters to 
set a collegiate record that still stands 
today. east Carolina sweeps to the title 
game and beats sacramento state 
9-4 for the championship. Crayton is 
chosen tournament MvP (photo). in a 
three-year career on the mound for the 
Bucs, Crayton compiles a 26-4 record 
with 330 strikeouts. he foregoes his 
senior year to sign with the st. louis 
Cardinals.
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Bioengineered veins have been found to 
be resistant to clotting and obstruction 
when compared to synthetic or prosthetic 
engineered veins. They also demonstrate 
lower rates of  infection, better blood 
flow and lower levels of  calcium buildup, 
according to the study.

As for the impact for ECU, “this is the first 
time something like this has been done and 
it’s very exciting for our university to be a 
part of  this,” said kypson. “One would like 
to think that such a paper may spur other 
companies and universities to consider 
collaborating with ECU in the future.”

—Jessica Nottingham

Brody again No. 1 in family docs

East Carolina sent more medical graduates 
into training as family medicine physicians 
the past 10 years than any other school in 
the country. ECU is also sending a majority 
of  all its medical graduates into practice 
in North Carolina. That’s according to the 
American Academy of  Family Physicians, 
which measured the success of  124 U.S. 
medical schools in producing family doctors 
between 1999 and 2009. The results show 
the Brody School of  Medicine sent nearly 
19.5 percent of  its graduates into family 
medicine residencies, nearly double the 
national average.

“It is clearly a remarkable achievement but 
comes as no surprise to the dedicated and 
loyal faculty who passionately teach, mentor 
and support our students,” said BSOM dean 
Paul Cunningham. 

And the trend is continuing; on national 
residency match day in March, 19 percent 

of  ECU’s 68 senior medical students were 
accepted into family medicine residencies. 
The AAFP also reports that of  the nearly 
1,300 graduates of  the ECU medical school 
as of  2009, 765, or 59 percent, practice in 
North Carolina. That’s a higher percentage 
than any other medical school in the state.

—Doug Boyd

A business plan prepared by a College of Business team of students for operating a new 
type of medical clinic won top honors at the annual National small Business Institute 
Conference. The team led by mBA student Brian Cooke ’10 of grimesland worked with 
Dr. Janice Daughtery of the Brody school of medicine to develop a working model for 
a medical clinic that incorporates alternative medicine such as acupuncture with more 
traditional Western medicine. A second College of Business team earned second place 
in the competition for its consulting work with a women’s clothing store to develop 
marketing, inventory control and financial management plans. since 2005, eCu has earned 
eight finishes in the top three at the National small Business Institute Conference, including 
four first-place winners. This year’s conference was held in Bonita springs, Fla.

Janice Daughtery Brian Cooke
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Daughters donate  
Coach stas’ library

“There are some things I know that people 
don’t know about him, like the significance 
of  his faith,” Becky Stasavich says about 
her late father, East Carolina coaching 
great Clarence Stasavich. Another thing 
most people don’t knew about the man 
who brought big-time college football to 
Greenville, she says, is that he insisted on 
being able to walk to work. For many years 
he and his family lived in a home on Rock 
Spring Road almost in sight of  the new 
football stadium the college built for him.

Stasavich died in 1975 but in one important 
way he never left that home just off 14th 
Street a block from College Hill. His papers 
and effects where there when Becky, the 
oldest, moved to Greenville in 1980 to be 
a companion to her mother, who died in 
1997. The books and memorabilia were 
still there when Mary Helen, the middle 
child, after teaching overseas for more than 
30 years, retired there in 2001. Son Walter, 
the youngest, grew up here and later was 
Greenville’s director of  parks and recreation; 
he developed River Park North, where the 
science center is named for him. He died 
in 1993. Walter’s two daughters, Laura 
Elizabeth ’92 ’98 of  Wilmington and Sarah 
Catherine ’99 of  Greenville, are alumnae.

Becky and Mary Helen recently donated 
Coach Stas’ library of  football books, letters 
home during World War II, memorabilia, 
correspondence, awards and other personal 
effects to East Carolina. The material will 
make up the core of  the new Clarence 
Stasavich Collection housed in University 
Archives. “Acquiring the records of  someone 
so intimately involved with the growth of  
East Carolina athletics will serve to allow 
researchers and fans to more accurately 
chronicle the history of  the Pirates and the 
venues in which they performed,” said ECU 
Archivist Arthur Carlson ’07.

At the time he retired from the sidelines in 
1969 to become athletic director, Stasavich 
was the third-winningest coach in America. 

Everyone seemed to know him. Mary Helen 
recalls passing through an airport far away 
from home many years ago, and the official 
inspecting her passport glanced up excitedly 
and asked if  she was related to the Coach 
Stas who ran the famous single-wing offense.

Becky graduated from Catawba College in 
Salisbury, N.C., the year her father became the 
East Carolina football coach. She completed 
her master’s degree at ECU in 1967. Mary 
Helen graduated from Lenoir-Rhyne while 
her father was coaching and teaching there. 
She was a cheerleader at Lenoir-Rhyne the last 
year her father coached there. Her dad’s L-R 

squad was playing East Carolina late in the 
season and a rabid Pirate fan started yelling 
at Coach Stas. “Some guy came up to the 
sidelines yelling, ‘we’re going to kill you Stas.’ 
He kept on and one. So I turned around and 
said, ‘That’s my dad!’ Later when Dad told us 
he was coming down here to coach, I said, ‘I 
don’t think they like you much down there.’”

Luckily, she was wrong about that. He 
became so revered that days after he died, an 
inspired East Carolina team—urged to win 
one for Coach Stas—traveled to Chapel Hill 
and pulled off a stunning 38-17 upset for 
the school’s first victory over a Carolina team.

COACH sTAs HIgHLIgHT reeL

overall record of 170–64–8, including 
16 seasons at lenoir-rhyne. he was 
50–27–1 at east Carolina.

won seven consecutive Carolinas 
Conference championships at  
lenoir-rhyne

naia small college national coach  
of the year, 1959; won the naia national 
championship in 1960.

when he left coaching he trailed only 
alabama’s Bear Bryant and Mississippi’s 
John vaught in total victories.

led east Carolina out of the small-college 
naia and into membership in the southern 
Conference of the nCaa.

Pirate teams had three consecutive 9–1 
seasons and won three consecutive  
bowl games.

as athletics director, presided over  
fundraising and construction of Minges 
Coliseum, scales field house, harrington  
field and Bunting field.
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BB&T commits $1 million for center 

BB&T, whose $250,000 gift in 1982 
founded the BB&T Center for Leadership 
Development in the College of  Business, has 
reaffirmed its support for the center through 
a new donation totaling $1 million. The 
center advocates incorporating leadership 
development as an important dimension of  
intellectual activity, with an emphasis on 
the proposition that every student should 
be prepared to lead and become an agent of  
positive change in society. 

“The university’s continued commitment 
to leadership development as a priority 
and focus within its mission has been 
greatly assisted through BB&T’s support,” 
said center director James Bearden. 
“Their latest contribution further extends 
the catalytic role the [center] has in 
emphasizing, enhancing and supporting 
leadership development in courses and 
classrooms at ECU.”

BB&T’s contribution to ECU’s Second 
Century Campaign is their fifth such gift to 

the center, and serves as a perfect example 
of  how private corporations can make a 
difference at ECU. The gift helped push the 
Second Century Campaign so far to $194 
million, or 97 percent of  the goal.

“We want 2011 to be the year that we 
surge past the $200 million goal,” said Vice 
Chancellor for University Advancement 
Mickey Dowdy. “We remain extremely 
grateful for BB&T’s dedication to ECU and 
the Center for Leadership Development and 
we look forward to even greater things in the 
future as we continue our efforts in faculty 
and student leadership development.”

Gifts to the campaign may be designated 
for a specific program, college or school. 
Every gift, whether large or small, is 
appreciated and makes a difference. For more 
information about the BB&T Center for 
Leadership Development, contact Bearden 
at beardenj@ecu.edu. For more information 
about the Second Century Campaign and 
how you can contribute, contact Dowdy at 
252-328-9550 or visit www.ecu.edu/devt. 

Virtual early college top in state

East Carolina’s online early college program 
for bright high school students was 
recognized by the N.C. Distance Learning 
Association as the top program in the 
state for course content and its unique 
delivery platform. The Early College 
Second Life Program (ECSLP), which uses 
the Second Life 3D virtual technology, is 
unique in that students can take college 
classes online without leaving their high 
school environment. The ECSLP program 
previously received the International 
Intraverse Award in Education, presented 
in Monaco. About 40 students in Pitt and 
Lenoir counties are enrolled in the program. 

“It is successful because it captures the 
students’ attention, challenges them, and 
allows them to interact with each other for 
projects,” said Sharon Collins of  ECU’s 
Emerging Academic Initiatives. “It truly is 
the way students desire to learn these days, 
by advancing with technology.”

Second Life is a virtual 3D world designed 
for high school students. In that world, 
students have an “avatar” (a virtual presence) 
and attend a real-time class. ECU is the only 
campus using Second Life to offer classes 
that let students earn college credit and high 
school credit at the same time. Students 
can take classes in anthropology, personal 
finance, child psychology, introduction to 
computers, English, sociology and web site 
design and maintenance.

—ECU News Services

eCu’s Jim Bearden, Danny Daniels of BB&T, 
Chancellor steve Ballard, scott evans of BB&T 
and Dennis Alexander of BB&T
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After a rigorous national search, former 
College of  Business Dean Rick Niswander 
was named vice chancellor for administration 
and finance after serving in that role on an 
interim basis since December. The Board of  
Trustees approved Chancellor Steve Ballard’s 
appointment of  Niswander at its April 
meeting. He replaces kevin Seitz. Niswander 
joined the faculty in 1993 and became COB 
dean in 2004. In his new role Niswander 
will be responsible for business services, 
campus operations, financial services, human 
resources, information technology and 
university facilities, including construction 
and renovation of  campus buildings. His 
salary is $270,000 a year. Niswander 
graduated from Idaho State University with 
a bachelor’s in accounting. He holds a 
doctorate in accounting from Texas A&M 
University. In 1998 he received the Board of  
Governors Distinguished Professor for 
Teaching Award.

Brody Division of  Toxicology chief  William 
Joel Meggs received ECU’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Excellence in 
Research and Creative Activity. Meggs has 
published more than 60 scholarly articles. 
His main research interests include antidotes 
to poisonings, poisonous snakebites, toxicity 
of  pharmaceutical overdoses, effects of  
chronic low level exposures to pesticides, 
environmental factors in obesity, and the 

role of  inflammation in overall health. ECU 
presented five-year achievement awards to 
biology professor Jason Bond and psychology 
professor T. Chris Riley-Tillman. They 
received a cash award and conducted 
seminars on campus during Research and 
Creative Achievement Week in April.

Brody School of  Medicine Dean Dr. Paul 
Cunningham and Chief  of  Surgery Michael 
Rotondo were inducted into the prestigious 
American Surgical Association. Founded in 
1880, the ASA is the nation’s oldest and 
most prestigious surgical organization.

School of  
Communication 
associate professor 
John Howard III was 
chosen by the UNC 
Board of  Governors 
as East Carolina’s 
recipient of  the 
annual Awards for 
Excellence in 

Teaching. Since 1994 the board has honored 
one professor at each campus to receive the 
honor, which comes with a commemorative 
bronze medallion and a $7,500 cash prize. 

 The 17 recipients, representing an array 
of  academic disciplines, were nominated by 
special committees on their home campuses 
and selected by the Board of  Governors 

Committee on Personnel and Tenure, chaired 
by Fred Mills of  Raleigh. The awards will be 
presented by a Board of  Governors member 
during the spring graduation ceremony on 
each campus.

Howard previously received the Alumni 
Association’s Outstanding Teaching Award 
in 2008 and and Board of  Trustees’ 
Distinguished Professor for Teaching Award 
in 2009. Graduating seniors in his school 
have voted him “Most Inspiring Faculty 
Member” four times, most recently in 2009. 

Howard received an undergraduate 
degree in political science from SUNY 
Binghamton, a master’s in policy analysis 
from the University of  Rochester, a master’s 
in interpersonal communication from 
Bowling Green State University, and a 
doctorate in communication studies also 
from Bowling Green.

Christopher Locklear ’97 ’01 ’07 was 
appointed associate provost for personnel 
and resource administration. Locklear will 
be responsible for oversight of  all aspects of  
EPA personnel for the Division of  Academic 
and Student Affairs. He will continue to co-
chair the University Policy Committee.

kidney specialist 
Wafa Badwan ’97 ’05 
has joined the faculty 
as a clinical assistant 
professor after 
completing her 
residency training 
and a nephrology 
fellowship here. Born 
in Raleigh, she is 

board-certified in internal medicine and 
nephrology and joins a growing staff of kidney 
transplant specialists at ECU Physicians. Her 
clinical and research interests are critical care 
nephrology and renal transplant. 

U N I V E R S I T Y  L I F E
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PIANIsT WINs FIsHer grANT

assistant piano professor Benjamin Hochman, 
one of eCU’s newest music faculty members, 
has been named a 2011 recipient of an avery 
fisher Career grant, which is presented to 
talented instrumentalists with great potential 
for solo careers. hochman will receive a 
stipend of $25,000 to use for specific needs 
in furthering his career.

hochman joined the school of Music faculty 
in fall 2010, succeeding henry doskey, who 
retired. The israeli-born pianist made his 
recital debut at the Metropolitan Museum 
of art in new york, and he has performed 
with the new york Philharmonic and the 
american symphony orchestra. he also 
has appeared with symphony orchestras in 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, seattle and 
Portland, and he has played with the israel 
Philharmonic orchestra and the raanana and 
Jerusalem symphonies.

hochman is scheduled to participate in the 
appalachian summer festival in Boone 
twice in July as part of the Broyhill Chamber 
ensemble; he will play with the Boston 
Chamber Music society in late august.

summer theatre on hiatus
The stage at Mcginnis Theatre will be dark 
this summer, as the popular eCU/loessin 
summer Theatre program has been affected 
by the state’s budget crunch. Two years 
ago, the summer program mounted only 
one production, Big River, and last year, eCU 
theater students and faculty participated in 
the roanoke island festival Park summer 
theatrical season.

This year, however, the drama and musical 
series will take a summer off, says Jeff 
Woodruff, managing director of the eCU 
summer theatre program. “There’s been 
a general, overall pulling back, and we’re 
basically all tightening our belts around 
here,” woodruff says. 

last summer’s financial situation prevented 
staging shows on campus, so the 
opportunity to relocate at least part of the 
summer series to Manteo proved to be a 
good move, he says. But eCU signaled the 
likelihood of canceling its summer season 
when it was not represented in late winter 
casting sessions in new york and other cities.

This gave eCU students a chance to go 

We aren’t suggesting that you travel all the way to a 
small island in Lake superior to hear two eCu students 

perform, but that is where some of the nation’s most talented young 
chamber musicians will be this summer. senior Caroline Cox and 

younger sister mary Catherine Cox, an incoming freshman, were among 
only 48 students nationwide accepted into the advanced string quartet 

program at the madeline Island music Camp. The camp is located on an island 
offshore from the minneapolis area. earlier this year, Caroline took top honors in the 
annual concerto competitions sponsored by both the raleigh and Durham symphony 
orchestras and later performed with both groups. she is majoring in violin under Ara 
gregorian and piano performance under Keiko sekino. mary Catherine, who also has 
studied under gregorian and others, received honorable mentions at both the raleigh 
and Durham symphony competitions. Caroline and mary Catherine are the daughters 
of optometrists Carson and Valerie Cox of southern Pines.

Summer Arts Calendar
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elsewhere for summer experience, woodruff 
says, and “our students are getting lots of 
work in lots of other places. They are doing 
outdoor dramas, and some are doing theater 
in Charlotte. They are all over the place.”

school of Theatre and dance administrators 
hope that the current hiatus “is as short as 
possible,” he says, and the financial situation 
will not affect the 2011–12 season, which 
has announced a full slate of theatrical and 
dance productions, including Threepenny 
Opera, Oklahoma! and Elephant Man.

Drama camp: The school of Theatre and 
dance is expanding its summer drama camp 
program on campus this year, with two one-
week sessions instead of a single session. 
Patricia “Patch” Clark, associate professor 
and coordinator for both the Theatre for 
youth and Theatre education Programs and 
founder and director of the eCU storybook 
Theatre, again heads the drama Camp, with 
sessions July 18–23 and July 25–30. drama 
Camp is divided into three age groups: 
5–10, 11–13 and 14–18. instruction is provided 
in beginning acting and performance 
techniques for high school students; 
character development, performance and 

script writing for middle school students; 
and integrated arts, puppetry, mask making, 
creative dramatics and storybook theater for 
elementary school students. 

guitar Workshop: among the guest artists 
and instructors at the camp, which takes 
place July 10–13, will be mary Akerman and 
Andrew Zohn, who have both performed in 
previous festivals. festival artistic director 
elliot Frank, professor of guitar in the school 
of Music, also will perform. among others 
who will play in recitals, teach classes or both 
will be Adam Kossler ’06, now pursuing a 
doctorate from florida state University (July 
10); You Wang and Carlos Perez (July 11); 
and Jan Bartlema (July 13). Chinese guitarist 
you won the 2010 eCU festival competition 
and was first-place winner of the 2011 indiana 
international guitar Competition at indiana 
University. Perez is a visiting lecturer at 
Columbus (ga.) state University. The youth 
and college level competition finals are 
scheduled July 13.

Band Camp: The popular camp for middle 
and high school students is June 19–24, with 
instruction and opportunities in full concert 

band, small ensemble and solo performance. 
special coaching also will be available in jazz 
performance techniques. 

Jazz Camp: This year’s camp will run June 
26–30 and provides opportunities for 
students to learn to play in combos, learn 
jazz theory and participate in improvisation 
classes. The camp is for rising seventh grade 
through 12th-grade players. faculty members 
will be joined by jazz professionals from 
around the state. 

summer Choral Camp: The camp for rising 
seventh grade through 12th grade singers 
will be June 26–July 1 and offer activities to 
strengthen participants’ vocal skills, music 
reading and aural perception of music. 

suzuki Institute: This year’s camp will be 
June 30 and July 1–8 for teacher instruction 
and July 2–3 and July 3–8 for student 
instruction. The institute has been ongoing 
for nearly 30 years and provides private 
lessons in small master classes and group 
repertory classes for all levels from Book 
1 through advanced. students are placed 
according to skill level and age.

—Steve Row

The greenville museum of Art has expanded its collection of paintings by Francis speight, who was artist-in-residence at east Carolina for 
15 years and is considered one of North Carolina’s most accomplished artists. “Winter scene,” a 40-inch by 42-inch oil, was considered 
one of the most important speight paintings in private hands. Created in 1941, it was acquired by the rachel maxwell moore Art 
Foundation and other community donors from Christie’s Auction House in New York and donated to the museum. “Winter scene,” which 
was owned by Winston-salem art collector William Hanes, joins a number of other works by speight and his artist wife, sarah Blakeslee, 
that are on permanent display at the museum. Born in Bertie County, speight studied and then taught at the Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Art from 1920 to 1961. The rachel maxwell moore foundation now has acquired 130 pieces of art for the museum over the past 
50 years. Located at 802 south evans street, the museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays, and 1–4 p.m. on 
weekends. Admission is free.
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Kimmy Cummings, forward/midfielder 

Linn moore, TA Loving project superintendent

randall Jernigan, TA Loving project manager

Christianne Cordero, goalkeeper

rob Donnenwirth, head coach

Amanda malkiewicz, forward
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Olympic sports have new home
a new $24 million complex for softball, soccer and track opens, 

creating a new gateway to campus and proving east Carolina is more 
than a football and baseball school
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B y  J .  E r i c  E c k a r d      p h o t o g r a p h y  B y  J ay  c l a r k

Attendance tripled at women’s softball games 
this spring after the team began playing in an 
impressive new stadium that’s the centerpiece 
of  the school’s new Olympic Sports 
Complex. Similar gains in fan support and 
student interest are expected this fall when 
the rest of  the complex opens—a soccer 
stadium and a state-of-the-art facility for 
track. The complex, enclosed by a graceful 
brick wall and understated architectural 
touches, creates what officials say will be an 
eye-popping new gateway to campus. 

Located at the busy corner of  Charles and 
Greenville boulevards adjacent to the football 
and baseball stadiums, the 16-acre complex 
will be the first impression of  the school 
for many visitors driving into town. “These 
facilities will provide generations of  students, 
fans, team members and coaches with a first-
class impression of  East Carolina University,” 
says Athletics Director Terry Holland.

The development gives ECU some of  
the best facilities in North Carolina and 
in Conference USA. “Positive things are 
happening on ECU’s campus,” says Tracey 
kee, the Pirates’ softball coach for the past 
15 years. “This is not just a football school 
or a baseball school.”

The $24-million Olympics Sports Complex 
is the latest piece of  the puzzle to improve 
Pirate sports facilities. Since Holland came 
here nearly seven years ago, a total of  $60 
million has been committed to that effort, 
including the addition of  7,000 seats to 
Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium last year and the 
planned construction of  a new practice 
facility for the basketball and volleyball 
teams. Holland says the Olympic sports 
facility and the basketball gym will be paid 
for with $1.5 million in annual revenue from 
the new football seats and $15 million in 
private fundraising. In addition, the $1.7 
million in student activity fees that had gone 
toward Minges Coliseum, since paid for, will 

be transferred to the new complex.

In the center will be the new home for 
non-revenue sports. The Olympics Sports 
Building will feature home and away locker 
rooms for softball, soccer and track events as 
well as equipment and training rooms. The 
second floor will feature a team meeting room 
and coaches’ offices. The building includes a 
fully equipped sports medicine facility. 

All three playing fields will have restrooms, 
concession stands and wireless Internet 
access. The site is being landscaped with 
dogwood, holly, magnolia, cherry and maple 
trees. A graceful brick and wrought iron wall 
extends along Greenville Boulevard. 

The site is a reminder of  ECU’s continuing 
commitment to what are called non-revenue 
sports. That commitment was first made two 
years ago with the opening of  the North 
Recreational Complex (NRC), a sprawling 
area 10 minutes from campus with eight 
multipurpose lighted fields, walking trails 
and a six-acre lake. The last phase of  the 
NRC, a six-acre lake with a sandy beach and 
boat rentals, will be completed soon.

Coaches from the three Olympics Sports 
Complex teams say the facilities will improve 
recruiting and the overall cache from the 
school’s commitment to sports of  all types. 
“The whole place is looking different,” says 
women’s soccer coach Rob Donnenwirth. 
“It looks big-time. And it’s setting us up for 
inclusion in other conferences.”

Moving to a Bowl Championship Series 
conference would benefit the football 
program because of  the opportunity to 
play in more lucrative postseason bowls. 
A conference change also would generate 
more revenue for all ECU sports programs. 
But it’s not just about building shiny new 
stadiums or even winning games, although 
both are important. What Holland has done, 
according to Donnenwirth, is to instill the 

mindset that ECU “belongs” in a major 
conference with other “big-time” schools. 
“It’s not just the facilities; it’s the culture that 
he’s changed,” Donnenwirth says.

Still, the victories have come. The women’s 
soccer team posted its best overall record ever 
in 2008 and went undefeated in conference 
play. The women’s track team finished sixth 
at the 2010 C-USA Indoor Championships, 
its best showing in school history. kee’s 
softball team remains the powerhouse it has 
been for years; it’s the defending C-USA 
regular season and tournament champions 
after winning at least 40 games in six of  the 
past seven seasons.

Future Pirates are noticing. “ECU finally 
has a home that matches their level of  skill,” 
says Emma Mendoker, a high school pitcher 
from Amherst, Mass., who will play for kee 
as a freshman this fall. “For me, the most 
important thing was the level of  play, the 
coaches and the academics. But it’s an added 
bonus to have such great facilities.”

Another incoming freshman athlete, kyle 
Hefkin, who threw the javelin for State 
College (Pa.) High School’s track team, 
said the complex influenced his decision. 
“Part of  my decision was based on the new 
facilities—probably about 30 percent of  my 
decision,” says Hefkin, who starts classes this 
fall. “I’m pretty excited.”

Curt kraft, ECU’s director of  men’s and 
women’s track and field teams, says he 
believes the new facilities definitely will 
boost community support and improve 
attendance for the Olympic sports teams. 

“I’ve been coaching for 26 years, and in 
all my days of  coaching, I’ve never had 
the opportunity to coach on a brand-new 
facility,” kraft says. “But this is not about 
me, and it’s not about 2012. This is about 
the future—2018, 2022. This will be here 
for generations to come.”
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s O C C e r

The new soccer stadium is similar in design 
and materials as the baseball stadium. The 
stadium will feature a video scoreboard and 
a modern press box. The stadium has 1,000 
seats, 192 of which are chairbacks. The field is 
larger than most such facilities, measuring 360 
feet from goal line to goal line and 225 feet 
from sideline to sideline.

with its size, the soccer stadium can more 
readily host regional tournaments, something 
eCU could not do until now because its 
existing soccer facility was too small. “did 
we lose recruits because of our old facility? 
Possibly,” Coach rob donnenwirth says. “i 
think when the stadium is [completed], and 
they’re coming to games, that’s when it will 
really kick in.”

east Carolina suspended its men’s soccer 
program in 2005. in three previous seasons, 
the men’s team went 7-37-3 and won 
just two conference games. holland said 
then that the program could not continue 
without “a significant increase in resources” 
which weren’t available at the time. Those 
resources now seem to be coming into focus.



s O F T B A L L
The first of the three olympic sports Complex fields 
to debut, the softball stadium opened feb. 16. Coach 
Tracey Kee calls it a “miniature Clark-leClair stadium,” 
complete with lights, three covered batting cages, a 
state-of-the-art press box and a video scoreboard 
in right-center field. The stadium has 1,000 seats, of 
which 200 are chairbacks. The field is 200 feet from 
home plate to the outfield foul poles. it’s 220 feet to 
dead center.

although not expected to draw the same numbers 
as the Pirate baseball team with its near cult-like 
following at the 6-year-old 3,000-seat Clark-leClair 
stadium, the softball team “has unbelievable fans who 
are slowly falling in love with the program,” Kee says.

incoming freshman emma Mendoker, who has followed 
the progress of the new softball stadium during visits 
to eCU’s campus, says she was speechless when she 
saw the near-finished field late last year. “when i first 
went into the stands and looked out onto the field, 
it’s hard to describe, but it was just how it was 
presented,” Mendoker said. “i was ready 
to skip my senior year.”

24
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Toni Paisley, pitcher

Jordan Lewis, outfielder/infielder

Kristi Oshiro, infielder
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T r A C K  A N D  F I e L D

To save money and conserve space, many university 
track facilities—including those at n.C. state and 
Carolina—are simply ovals built around soccer fields. 
But eCU’s new eight-lane track will surround an area for 
throwing events—javelin, hammer and discus. a tall gate-
like structure rises in the infield to protect spectators and 
other athletes during throwing events.

The last of the three playing fields to open, the track facility 
is expected to begin hosting matches next spring. eCU has 
been unable to hold conference events on campus because 
the school’s facilities, which were unlighted and did not 
meet nCaa standards and specifications.

Coach Curt Kraft says eCU will have the “nicest 
track and field facility in north Carolina.” looking at 
the entire olympic sports Complex—and its close 
proximity to the baseball stadium—he adds, “i think 
you’d be hard-pressed to find four better facilities in 
one package within the league. it takes us to another 
level in Conference Usa.”

matthew mcConaughey, javelin

Curt Kraft, head coach

Tynita Butts, sprinter/jumper

maegan Lewis, hammer
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Jim Hunt’s 
Ms. Fix-It
Rocked by scandal and plagued with 
inefficiencies, the N.C. Division of  Motor 
Vehicles was the epitome of  government 
gone wrong. It took three months just to 
get a car title transferred. The governor 
wanted an overhaul so he called on the 
person he knew could get the job done—
with grace. He tapped Janice Faulkner, a 
veteran college professor and Democratic 
Party organizer whose second career 
in politics often outshines an equally 
outstanding one in academia.
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When she arrived at ECU, Janice Hardison 
Faulkner ’53 ’56 came armed with strong 
rural values and a tough skin from playing 
baseball with future pitching greats Jim and 
Gaylord Perry. Hard work came naturally 
after growing up on a Martin County farm, 
where sunrise brought countless chores and 
farm duties. Education, she knew, was her 
ticket off the farm.

The grit and determination she demonstrated 
then and later as a teacher and politician 
inspired others to reach higher. “You’ve got 
to connect to people who are engaged,” she 
says. “You seek access, you find out more, 
you pour your energy into inquiry.” 

Starting with her first job teaching English 
at East Carolina in 1957, Faulkner 
distinguished herself  by encouraging 
students with her love for writers like John 
Steinbeck, katherine Anne Porter and 
Eudora Welty. In addition to teaching, she 
served as head of  the Regional Development 
Institute, which promotes economic growth 
in the East. She supported the college in 
other roles, including serving as a charter 
member of  the Board of  Visitors.

She had spent 36 years in the classroom 
when she began a phased retirement in 1992. 
About that time she got a call from Gov. Jim 
Hunt, whom she had met years earlier during 
a student government trip. An energetic 
young lawyer and student organizer, Hunt 
had sought her help back then with an event 
featuring Leo Jenkins. A great friendship 
developed between them. After his election 
to a third term as governor in 1992, Hunt 
named her secretary of  the N.C. Department 
of  Revenue. She became Hunt’s go-to person 
when thorny problems arose, such as in 1996 
when he turned to her to clean up a political 
mess in the Secretary of  State’s office.

She had restored integrity to that office 
when Hunt called with another assignment, 
appointing her commissioner of  the DMV 
in 1997. By that time she knew politics 

coddled no one, but she refused to let 
uncertainty limit her. “I wasn’t there to 
pursue any goal for myself,” she says. “I was 
there to serve a governor I trusted, and that 
made me a little more confident than I would 
have been under different circumstances.”

In an interview with East, Hunt called her 
“one of  the best people I ever worked with.   
You can tell how much how much I think 
of  her. I was always very careful about the 
people I picked out, not only knowledgeable 
and able, but people who were really 
passionate about making change. She knows 
how to reason carefully and persuasively, 
speak powerfully and convincingly. She was 
willing to take on any job.”

Although she often was the first woman to 
serve in statewide political positions, she 
could handle the tough personalities one 
encounters in the rough and tumble of  
politics. “There’s a steel fist under that velvet 
glove,” Hunt said.

A governor’s first choice

Faulkner says she felt like a visitor when 
she first joined DMV. Employees lacked 
direction and supervisors resented her. 
“There were people who behaved badly on 
presumed entitlement,” she recalls. “Because 
they knew people in powerful places, they 
didn’t believe they were accountable to the 
commissioner. So I just ignored them. I said 
to the workers, ‘We’ve got to make this the 
best agency in state government.’”

Within weeks, the DMV was clicking on 
all cylinders. She appealed to employees to 
do their best—and they responded to her 
down-to-earth appeal by moving thousands 
of  backlogged titles. She relied on her 
mother’s advice—and her father’s temper—
to get things done.

“You have to be polite, and kind and 
genteel,” she says her mother told her. “You 
have to behave yourself  until that stops 
working. When it stops working, you go 

right on and behave just like your Daddy,” 
she says. “My Daddy would pound the table 
and cuss. So I learned to know when he had 
to kick in.”

“There are a certain number of  bullies,” she 
says. “If  they are in control of  an agenda 
you’re committed to delivering, you have to 
confront them at some point. You have to 
kick them around the ankles.”

Her steel fist in a velvet glove worked 
miracles. Faulkner brought such efficiency 
to the DMV that the title turnaround time 
shrank to four days.

She left state government in 2001 and has 
continued to work for the community on 
campus and off. She currently serves as chair 
of  the Pitt Memorial Hospital Foundation 
Board of  Trustees, as well as a member of  the 
ECU Women’s Roundtable. She was honored 
with an Outstanding Alumni Award in 
1993 and in 2009 received the Jarvis Medal, 
which recognizes extraordinary service to the 
university. Earlier this year the Greenville-Pitt 
County Chamber of  Commerce presented 
her with its Legends Award.

Looking behind—and ahead

As she reflects on public life, she generously 
shares stories without dropping names, 
though she certainly could. She met John 
and Robert kennedy in 1960 when, at 
28, she was the youngest delegate to the 
National Democratic Convention. “Bobby 
was doing a lot of  the heavy lifting for Jack’s 
campaign for the presidency,” she recalls. 
“He was very visible in the convention that 
year.” Later she met Ted kennedy.

Among the framed photos in her Greenville 
home are pictures of  Hunt, former Lt. Gov. 
Dennis Wicker and JFk’s official White 
House portrait. Nearby is a touching 
black-and-white image of  Robert kennedy 
beneath a painting of  Christ. In another 
photo she’s seen with British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher. 

B y  M a r i o n  B l a c k B u r n



There are fewer volumes in her towering 
bookshelves these days, because in February 
she made an exceptional gift to Joyner 
Library of  first-editions and rare books, 
many of  which have been added to the 
Special Collections and North Carolina 
Collections.

“It’s always especially meaningful to have the 
support of  a long-time faculty member, and 
of  such an important public figure in the 
state,” says Maury York, assistant director 
for Special Collections. “The gift of  books 
is important, and to know that someone of  
her standing and caliber supports the library 
means a great deal to us.”

Among the books she donated is a special 
first edition of  John Steinbeck’s East of 
Eden in a box, signed by the author. Harry 
Golden’s biography of  Carl Sandburg, signed 
by both of  them, also figured among the 
collection. Cale, a novel by Sylvia Wilkinson, 
will go into the Roberts Collection of  fiction 
set in North Carolina.

One she held onto is a book about North 
Carolina’s first ladies autographed by several 
of  them.

With her reputation as the iron lady of  public 
service, it’s easy to forget she made her name 
as a teacher. She always emphasized doing 
your best. “I wanted students to pay attention 
while they were in my keep,” she says.

One former student, Wanda Yuhas ’75, 
executive director of  the Pitt County 
Economic Development Commission, 
remembers her considerable influence. “She 
was smart, she was funny. She made you 
want to learn more.” 

“I was 19 years old and [having Faulkner as 
a teacher] changed my entire outlook on life,” 
Yuhas says. “We knew we could call on her 
for advice or for assistance. She changed who 
we are and changed who we are as a region 
and as a state. She raised the bar for all of  us.”

East

JANICe HArDIsON FAuLKNer ’53 ’56

eCu INsTruCTOr AND DePArTmeNT CHAIr

1957–1992 

director, regional development institute

director of alumni affairs

associate vice chancellor for  
regional development

NOrTH CArOLINA sTATe gOVerNmeNT

1993
secretary of revenue 

1996
secretary of state,  
the first woman to serve in that role

1997–2001
Commissioner of the  
division of Motor vehicles

OTHer HONOrs AND serVICe

1993
outstanding alumni award

1989–1991
President , n.C. world Trade association

1994
founding member and first chair of the 
university’s Board of visitors

1998
honorary doctorate from eCU

2003
first chair of the eCU women’s roundtable

2007
100 incredible eCU women

2009
Jarvis Medal

Current
Chair, Pitt County Memorial hospital 
foundation Board of Trustees and member of 
the PCMh Board of Trustees
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Sociologist, 
surfer dude
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Jeff Johnson, 
one of  ECU’s 
most honored 
professors, can 
capture a student’s 
attention—and 
catch a wave.

B y  J u s t i n  B o u l M ay

When he was in graduate school, one of  sociology 
professor Jeffrey Johnson’s favorite classes required 
students to write a paper every other week and then 
submit their work for review by their classmates. That 
repeated criticism showed Johnson the strong points 
and weak points in his arguments. It also taught 
Johnson that his best work wouldn’t come easily. 
“The more I suffered, the better it was,” he says.

The longer he’s been in the classroom at East 
Carolina—which will be 30 years soon—the further 
Johnson has moved away from teaching by the 
traditional lecture method. He wants his students 
engaged the same way he was as a college student. He 
knows they will work harder if  they have a personal 
stake in the outcome. “If  you’ve got something that 
people care about and then you have them take what 
you’re trying to teach them and put it to bear on 
what they care about, they’ll learn more and they’re 
going to be more interested,” Johnson says.
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For his doctoral students, the incentive is to 
learn more about the mechanics of  research. 
Throughout the semester, his students write 
objectives, develop questions and hypotheses, 
and then submit their work to the class 
for feedback. This teaching method gives 
students both a finished project at the end of  
the semester as well as experience defending 
their views. That knowledge will come in 
handy when they defend their dissertations 
before a faculty committee.

Jamie Brinkley, who is pursuing his Ph.D. in 
coastal resource management and also works 
for Johnson, said he has even enrolled in 
courses taught by Johnson that really weren’t 
related to his major. “He just makes it fun,” 
he said. “He’s pretty personable.” 

Johnson himself  likes seeing what happens 
when his students grasp what’s being 
taught in class. “I enjoy seeing students 
get something and actually being able to 
think critically and apply something and 
see the lights go off,” he says. “It doesn’t 
always happen, but when it does, it’s a real 
satisfying thing.”

Distinguished professor  
and scientist

Johnson is one of  East Carolina’s most 
decorated professors. He’s served as a 
distinguished research professor the past four 
years and was the 2010 Thomas Harriot 
College of  Arts and Sciences Distinguished 
Professor. In addition to teaching, he also 
serves as a senior scientist at the Institute 
for Coastal Science and Policy. He received 
ECU’s 2007 Lifetime Achievement Award 
in Research and Creative Activity. He has 
authored several books and dozens of  peer-
reviewed articles published in scholarly 
journals. He’s a favorite mentor for master’s 
and doctoral students in the Department 
of  Sociology and the coastal resource 
management Ph.D. program.

Winning the distinguished professor 
award “was a great honor, and the people 
who’ve gone before me—I knew some of  
the others—it was an honor to be in their 

presence, in the 
membership of  that 
particular club.”

Johnson has 
traveled to Russia, 
Alaska and the 
Antarctic for 
research; he’s 
journeyed to 
Panama and El 
Salvador to pursue 
another of  his 
passions: surfing. 
That’s a sport he’s 
enjoyed since the 
mid-1960s growing 
up in California.

Johnson had 
entered the University of  California–Irvine 
with the intention of  becoming an engineer. 
However, he took an anthropology course 
and was hooked on the subject. When the 
local economy suffered layoffs in the local 
aerospace industry in the 1970s, Johnson 
started to think that if  he was going to be 
unemployed, then he might as well pursue 
something he enjoyed.

He graduated from UC–Irvine in 1975 
with a bachelor’s degree in anthropology. 
He started his doctoral classes as an 
undergraduate student, which allowed him to 
earn his Ph.D. in social science in 1981.

$2 million in research funding

Research is also something Johnson enjoys 
and, judging by the amount of  funding he’s 
received over the years, is something at which 
he is talented. He has received more than 50 
grants totaling more than $2 million over the 
last five years alone to support his research. 

Some of  Johnson’s work has focused 
on coastal issues, such as a study in the 
early 1990s regarding conflicts between 
commercial and recreational fisherman, 
as well as tagging data from news articles 
from the Sudan Tribune to build a network 
of  concepts that reveals the links between 
particular topics, such as possible conflicts 

between two tribes. He’s also published 
research on ear infections among children 
in eastern North Carolina. Other projects 
provided Johnson with the opportunity to 
understand what makes social groups survive.

During research in Alaska, Johnson studied a 
group of  fishermen who were on strike. The 
group regularly picked on one of  its members, 
but those actions helped to relieve tension 
among the group, which also rewarded the 
member it picked on by giving him fish. So 
Johnson further explored how the importance 
of  these roles by studying different working 
communities at Antarctic polar-research 
stations belonging to the United States, 
Russia, India, China and Poland.

Each study of  each station yielded the 
same answer: the more a group has 
informal roles—such as the informal 
leader and even the group “clown”—and 
maintains a face-to-face connection, the 
stronger the group will be. 

“And lo and behold, it even holds up across 
cultures that the more of  these informal 
roles of  a certain mix you have, the better 
the group does,” Johnson said.

understanding human behavior 

These days, Johnson is helping the U.S. 
Army better understand other cultures. 

surfing in el salvador



Books by Faculty
liza wieland’s third collection 
of short fiction is filled with 
women who find themselves at 
emotional crossroads: a young 
girl encounters the elderly ezra 
Pound in venice; Marie Curie’s 
daughter eve attends the 
funeral of her mother’s lover 
in Paris; a woman survives 
the 1944 nazi massacre in 
oradour, france; a nun in 
new york City catches 
a baby dropped out a 
window; a U.s. college 
applicant whose talent 
is performing sign 
language at poetry 
readings. as each 
deals with the 
delicious dangers 
they encounter, 
they seem to 
gain a firmer 
understanding 
of themselves 
and their own 
ambitions—a 
quickening, 
if you will, of the spirit. 
wieland paints beautiful word 
portraits of these unusual 
characters. The winner of two 
Pushcart Prizes, as well as 
fellowships from the national 
endowment for the arts, 
the Christopher isherwood 
foundation and the north 
Carolina arts Council, wieland 
also has written three novels 
and a book of poems. on the 
acknowledgements page, she 
says the book could not have 
been completed without a grant 
she received from the Thomas 
harriott College of arts and 
sciences, where she teaches 
in the english department. 
it’s unfortunate, then, that the 
“about the author” blurb says 
she teaches at eastern Carolina 
University.

Quickening
southern methodist  
university Press
256 pages, $23.95

He has a two-year contract to develop a 
basic social-science program for the Army 
Research Office that will help soldiers better 
understand human behavior and other 
cultures. This year he is spending about 60 
percent of  his time working for the military 
on the project.

The Army’s request reflects a shift from the 
“us versus them” social perspective of  the 
world that was held during the Cold War. 
“There’s all kinds of  players in any kind of  
conflict or any kind of  humanitarian effort,” 
Johnson says. “The real problem no longer 
is necessarily having to do with weapons 
or anything else. The problem is trying to 
understand people, understand culture, 
understand those kinds of  things.”

His work could help the military know how 
best to interact with people in countries 
like Afghanistan and Iraq, although the 
program isn’t specifically geared toward the 
Middle East. Because the course is rooted 
in better understanding human behavior, 
it could help explore why the uprisings in 
the Middle East and North Africa that 
occurred this year happened now and not 
five years ago. Social networking sites like 
Facebook and Twitter might have helped 
facilitate those uprisings, but Johnson also 
suggests underlying causes like rising food 
prices and the lack of  political freedom.

Johnson visited Iraq last fall and interviewed 
FBI agents who told him that Iraqi judges 
don’t even consider forensic evidence when 
hearing a case. However, many Iraqis have 
learned about what constitutes evidence in 
court by watching reruns of  such American 
TV cop shows as CSI. 

That’s one piece of  a puzzle that also 
involves overcoming bad history. People have 
to trust that they’ll be treated fairly when 
they appear in court, so in a place like Iraq, 
how do you get a Sunni citizen to trust that 
a Shia judge will try their case fairly? “Those 
are all human problems,” Johnson said.

Judging by his previous accomplishments, 
the Army appears to have found the right 
man for the job.



Tom raedeke



mind games
The brain is a muscle,  

so sport psychologists train athletes to  

exercise it same as their abs, delts and pecs. 

here are their workout tips on how you can, too.
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Hoping to boost morale and productivity, 
companies often bring in a motivational 
speaker to lead a rah-rah meeting to improve 
workers’ attitude and motivation. Golfers 
rush out to buy the latest video promising 
mental secrets to lower scores. But these 
quick-fix approaches hardly ever work, 
according to psychology professor Tom 
Raedeke, who has worked with athletes and 
coaches for more than 20 years. Coaches 
around campus agree with him that just as 
physical skills can only become consistent 
through practice and repetition, improving 
your mental game only comes from 
learning proper thinking patterns and then 
committing to practice, practice, practice.

“Some athletes are more physically gifted 
than others, but everybody can improve 
their physical skills,” Raedeke says. “It takes 
systematic training, it takes hard work, it 
takes conscientious effort. The same thing 
is true with the mental game. Some athletes 
are naturally more mentally tough, but 
every single athlete can learn and grow and 
improve in their mental game.” 

The mental demands in college athletics 
vary from sport to sport, but the common 
thread is this: A breakdown above the neck 
can nullify untold hours of  physical training. 
It happens when athletes can’t duplicate how 
they perform in practice when they’re under 
the pressure of  competition.

Raedeke has worked with volleyball players, 
runners and other athletes, but he prefers to 
train coaches in the fundamentals of  sport 
psychology. If  he can help a coach, he reasons, 
the impact will be much broader than if  he 
works with just one athlete at a time.

“In talking to a lot of  coaches, they say, 
‘I’m really good at the Xs and Os. I know 
the game. But that mental stuff ? That’s kind 
of  touchy feely. I’m not sure what to do 
with that.’” Raedeke says. “I think coaches 
are receptive to it, but some just aren’t very 
comfortable in that side of  it.”

For us weekend warriors looking to improve 
our games, the good news is that this touchy-

feely stuff that works for college athletes can 
work for us, too. The experts say you should 
start by focusing on your attitude. Think 
about it like a muscle needing a workout.

Take your mental pulse daily

If  any coach understands the necessity for 
mental as well as physical workouts, it’s 
Rick kobe. As the head coach for 60-plus 
swimmers and divers, he presides over a 
sport requiring early-morning workouts in 
a chlorine-scented facility that is more than 
40 years old. College swimmers never see 
the sun; it’s a grind that tends to wear on 
some psyches.

“In swimming, it’s every single day, every 
single practice,” says kobe, ECU’s longest-
serving head coach, with 29 years of  
experience. “Any good swim coach has to be 
a psychologist or it’s not going to happen.”

kobe relies on his team leaders to continually 
take the mental pulse of  other team members 
and let a coach know when someone is 
struggling. He might not do anything if  one 
of  his swimmers seems off at one practice, 
he said, but if  he sees the same poor attitude 
on the second day he will have a one-on-one 
meeting with the swimmer to help get them 
back on track.

When he works with athletes, Raedeke, who 
has been at East Carolina since 1998 and has 
experience in venues like the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center, tries to identify what has 
cropped up to block their focus. “What I 
try to do is figure out what is standing in 
the way of  them reaching their potential 
or performing up to their physical abilities 
and then try to improve their mental game,” 
he says. “What I try to do is give them the 
skills to perform in a pressure situation.” 

Golf, it’s often said, is played on a six-inch 
course between your ears, which is why men’s 
and women’s golf  coaches Press McPhaul 
and kevin Williams are completely sold on 
the benefits of  the mental game. They teach 
kids that if  you master the little things, 

big things usually will follow. “It may be 
oversimplifying it a little bit, but a good 
round is built on a lot of  good shots, and 
good shots are built on being confident, 
and being confident is built on feeling 
prepared, and feeling prepared comes from 
having a trusted process that has yielded 
good results,” McPhaul says. “Most of  the 
time that they are having some swing error 
or physical error, if  you trace that back far 
enough that root is probably in some mental 
or lack of  trust breakdown. “

Avoid ‘mental blindness’

So, you develop and religiously adhere to a 
practice regimen, which helps you produce a 
winning backhand or a great putting stroke. 
It pays off when you hit that great shot and 
feel that rush of  adrenaline. You feel great 
until your next shot sails out of  bounds. 
What happened?

Williams is constantly preaching a concept 
he calls “emotional blindness,” which teaches 
golfers to avoid letting one emotional 
experience affect their next decision on the 
course. “Emotional blindness is, you hit  
a bad shot, and you let that control your  
next decision.”

Often it helps to stop thinking about your 
performance altogether. When Williams first 
took the ECU job in 2007, the team’s lone 
senior was a Swedish golfer named Emelie 
Lind. Lind had been averaging 77 strokes 
per round, scores that Williams felt didn’t 
reflect her potential. He concluded she was 
struggling because she was too fixated on 
her own scorecard. He tried a new approach, 
telling Lind that as the team’s senior leader 
she needed to stop thinking about her own 
score and instead focus on what she could do 
to direct her teammates.

“During her senior year she had her lowest 
stroke average ever, taking off almost two-
and-a-half  strokes per round,” Williams says. 
“I firmly believe that because she stopped 
worrying about her game and just played 
golf, she got out of  her own way.”

B y  B E t h a n y  B r a d s h E r      p h o t o g r a p h y  B y  F o r r E s t  c r o c E
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Volleyball coach Pati Rolf  has integrated a 
campus ROTC instructor’s experience and 
insight into her quest to develop leadership 
on her squad. Lt. Col. Eric Buller, who 
fought in Somalia and now teaches military 
science in Army ROTC, has met with the 
volleyball players weekly to challenge them 
to dig deeper in athletics, in the classroom 
and in the community.

“The first step was defining a leader,” says 
Buller, who came to view his sessions with 
the volleyball team as one of  the highlights 
of  his week. “The act of  defining leadership 
is the instrument that has gotten them to 
open up and talk about things.”

realize it’s a battle out there

Jeff Connors is a coach known for his ability 
to zero in on the mental side of  the game. 

A strength-and-conditioning coach, he’s 
fond of  saying, “Confidence is born of  
demonstrated ability.” And that ability, he 
believes, comes from showing determination 
and focus through intensive strength-and-
conditioning regimens.

Connors has made a 30-year career out of  
helping athletes find the internal motivation 
to push themselves up to and past physical 
limits in the weight room and on the track. 
With a bookshelf  full of  military biographies 
and tactical books, Connors adheres to 
the ideals that soldiers carry into battle, 
and he believes that coaches can inspire 
athletes to the type of  loyalty, hard work and 
selflessness that defines our military.

When he held the same position at ECU in 
the ’90s under head coaches Bill Lewis and 
Steve Logan, Connors became known for 

pulling surprising results from athletes who 
started out smaller, weaker and less recruited 
than their opponents at larger programs. 
With his drill sergeant mentality and plenty 
of  tough love, Connors combined a stream of  
positive motivation with a brutal conditioning 
regimen to ensure that no team would be fitter 
in the fourth quarter than his team.

“My favorite book is the Marine Corps 
warfighting skills manual, because I can 
go in there and read about character, and 
I can read about discipline, and I can read 
about accountability and I can read about 
leadership, and all these things have parallels 
to athletics,” Connors says. “What I always 
tell athletes is I draw these parallels because if  
it’s good enough for the most successful war 
fighting machine in the history of  the world, 
it’s probably going to work for us, too.”

East

Jeff Connors
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PiraTe naTion

From guarding presidents to 
protecting students

Among the first steps taken by the UNC 
Board of  Governors after the Virginia Tech 
shooting tragedy was to hire an expert to 
lead a safety improvement effort for all the 
campuses. The board found that expertise 
in Brent Herron ’77, a veteran Secret 
Service agent who had helped guard five 
presidents. Since being named the UNC 
system’s associate vice president for safety 
and emergency operations two years ago, 
Herron has worked quietly to implement 
a range of  programs to improve student 
safety. He stepped into the spotlight recently 
to deliver a status report to the board and 
the assembled chancellors. Here are some 
highlights of  his presentation:

It’s a big problem. If  the UNC system were 
a city, it would be the third largest in North 
Carolina with a population of  more than 
265,000—about 220,000 students and 
45,000 faculty and staff.

Campus police are highly trained. All 
campus officers are trained and state-
certified. Five campus police departments, 
including ECU’s, have the same accreditation 
as city police departments.

Policing a campus is difficult. Besides 
traditional duties, campus cops operate 
highly technical campus security systems and 
perform tasks city police don’t, like guarding 
major sporting events, concerts and theater 
performances. Campus police departments 
acted on more than 260,000 calls in 2010. 
At N.C. State, the 911 center answered 
80,153 calls last year.

Student counseling centers help. Several 
campuses, including ECU, now operate 
accredited counseling centers to serve 
students. Counselors at these centers report 
that depression and anxiety are common 
reasons students seek psychological help. 
Counselors talk with faculty and staff when 

there is a specific 
safety concern.

Use all available 
resources. All the 
campuses now have 
in place trained threat 
assessment teams 
with representatives 
from the counseling 
center, campus police, 
academic affairs, 
residence life, dean 
of  students’ office and human resources. 
Each campus has a written protocol for 
identifying and responding to students who 
potentially pose a threat. Faculty, staff and 
students should be trained to recognize signs 
of  violence, suicide and mental illness.

Respond instantly. Each campus has 
emergency notification and communication 
plans that include loud sirens and warnings 
broadcast via test messages, voice mail, 
e-mail, web site and social media.

Train for the worst. All UNC campuses 
conduct safety exercises at least twice a year. 
These include tabletop exercises and full-scale 
“active shooter” drills. A consulting company 
that specializes in emergency response and 
preparedness facilitates the drills. The top 
lesson learned from these drills is that 
communication is the most critical element 
to achieve the best emergency response.

“It’s been a big learning experience for me 
because I had never worked on a campus,” 
Herron said the challenges of  his job, which 
includes oversight of  the 16 UNC university 
campuses and the N.C. School for Science 
and Math. “When I came on board we had 
17 campuses moving forward but in 17 
directions and my job was to say, ‘Let’s look 
at this from a system perspective.’ I know for 
a fact that on the public safety side of  the 
house, everybody now has a better idea of  
how [proactive safety programs] operate. We 
have better communication,” he added.

All but two of  the 16 campuses conducted 
full-scale “active shooter” drills in the past 
year in which authorities respond as if  it 
were the real thing. Two campuses that 
previously trained for a shooting incident 
switched to train for other disasters—a 
hurricane and a train derailment.

Herron worked for the Secret Service for 
21 years until taking the UNC job. In that 
time he worked protective assignments for 
presidents Ford, Carter, Reagan, George 
H.W. Bush, Clinton and George W. 
Bush. “Reagan was in the last year of  his 
presidency when I started. The assignments 
with Ford and Carter were as former 
presidents. Most of  my protection time was 
with presidents Clinton and G.W. Bush,” 
Herron said. A photo on his office wall of  
Marine One, which transports presidents to 
and from the White House, was presented 
to Herron by the Marine squadron that 
operates the helicopter.

The son of  a military man, Herron is 
originally from Durham but moved around 
a lot growing up. His is a true Pirate family. 
“My brother went to ECU, my two sisters, 
and my brother in law. My niece and our 
daughter are current students, so ECU 
definitely runs in our blood.”
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ALumNI WeLCOme AT  
summer OuTINgs

Freshmen Sendoffs events are a fun way for 
alumni to reconnect with each other and 
to meet the newest class of  Pirates. Held 
across the Pirate Nation, these summer 
outings are open to alumni and friends who 
want to encourage Pirate spirit and instill 
Pirate pride in the Class of  2015. Freshmen 
Sendoffs will occur in the following areas:
arlington, va.
Charlotte, n.C.
Clemmons, n.C.
fayetteville, n.C.
Morehead City, n.C.
new york metro—

Cranford, n.J.

norfolk, va.
Philadelphia metro—

Cherry hill, n.J.
Powhatan, va.
raleigh, n.C. (2)
wilmington, n.C.

NOmINATe sOmeONe  
FOr AN ALumNI AWArD

Each fall the Alumni Association recognizes 
alumni and friends through our Alumni 
Awards Program. Alumni are recognized 
with Outstanding Alumni Awards for 
those who have demonstrated uncommon 
achievement in their profession, in civic 
affairs, and/or in politics. Distinguished 
Service Awards are given to alumni that 
have given their time and talents to advance 
the university through exceptional service. 
Honorary Alumni Awards are bestowed upon 
those who did not attend the university, 
but have adopted it as their own through 
outstanding service, continuing commitment, 
and loyalty.

Nominations for the 2012 Alumni 
Awards are now being accepted. Please 
visit PirateAlumni.com/awardsprocess 
for nomination materials and directions 
on submitting a nomination. Please call 
the Alumni Center at 800-ECU-GRAD 
with questions.

exCePTIONAL CONTrIBuTION AWArDs

Six individuals and one group were honored 
in April with Black Alumni Exceptional 
Contribution Awards at the “Reclaiming 
the Past, Celebrating the Future” 
Reunion Gala during the Black Alumni 
Reunion. Honorees were selected based 
on outstanding contribution to the East 
Carolina community and/or to their local 
community. This year’s recipients include:
Dr. sheila g. Bunch ’77 of greenville, director 
of eCU’s school of social work 

mr. michael moseley ’80 of Kinston, 
retired state health and human services 
administrator

rev. James D. Corbett ’85 of greenville, 
founder and pastor of Community Christian 
Church

ms. Brenda myrick ’92 of greenville, 
administrator of operative services at Pitt 
County Memorial hospital

Vonta Leach ’10, running back for the nfl’s 
houston Texans

Derval Hamilton of greenville, exercise 
physiology major and president of Circle K 
international at eCU

eta nu Chapter of alpha Phi alpha fraternity

Nominations for 2012 Black Alumni 
Exceptional Contribution Awards are 
accepted year round. Visit PirateAlumni.com 
/blackalumnirecognition to download a 
nomination form.

Award recipients and other reunion 
participants enjoyed a weekend of  events 
with the Michael Jackson theme “Remember 
the Times.” Activities included “I Want You 
Back” mixer, “Got to Be There” Gospel 
Choir Concert, Party with the Pros, “A 
Brand New Day” conversation, the 4th 
Annual Pirate Alumni Road Race and Fun 
Run, and the Annual Purple/Gold Spring 
Football Game.

reuNION, ANYONe?

Is your affinity group interested in getting 
together? Contact the Alumni Association 
to start planning your reunion. Whatever 
the common interest, athletics, clubs 
and organizations, societies, the Alumni 
Association will work with you to plan an 
engaging and fun schedule of  events.  
Call 800-ECU-GRAD or e-mail  
alumni@PirateAlumni.com to get started.          

sAVe THe DATe!

July 11—alumni Tailgate tickets 

on sale for members

september 29—Pirate’s Bounty 

scholarship auction

september 30—eCU alumni 

scholarship Classic golf 

tournament

october 28-29—homecoming

In honor of service month, members of 
the Wake County Chapter of the Alumni 
Association formed a fundraising team 
to assist the st. Baldrick’s Foundation, a 
charity that provides funding for research 
to find cures for childhood cancers. The 
team surpassed its initial $2,000 goal by 
raising $2,730. The culminating event had 
six members of the team shave their heads 
at Napper Tandy’s during the charity’s 
annual festival.
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2010

MARY HOWELL exhibited her work at the Uptown 
Art Gallery in Greenville. Staff Sgt. KATHERINE 
L. TRIPP, 982nd Combat Camera, completed the 
U.S. Army Combatives School at Fort Benning, Ga. 
She is a graduate student at ECU. MARGIE GRAY 
WORKMAN is an account manager with Confidential 
Records Management Inc. in Greenville.

2009

ERIKA LYNN CONWAY was promoted to bank 
center manager at Bank of  America and manages 
the branch on West First Street in Greenville. She 
was assistant branch manager at Bank of  America in 
Washington, N.C. BRANDON HENDERSON 
joined Next Level Training Center in Greenville. He 
played baseball at ECU. CHARLES DAVID PARKS 
joined the Greensboro office of  Brady Services as a 
staff accountant. JENNIFER RAINES wed LEI 
“NATHAN” ZHU ’08 at Messiah Lutheran Church 
in Wilmington on Sept. 25. A second ceremony was 
held a week later in Wuhan, China. ERIN TART 
joined the Country Club of  North Carolina in 
Pinehurst as special events and catering manager. She 
was resort services coordinator for Pinehurst Resort. 
JAY ROSS, a defensive lineman on the Green Bay 
Packers’ practice squad, and C. J. WILSON, a Packers’ 
defensive end, were on the Super Bowl winning team. 

2008

ELIZABETH PAIGE BAGGETT ’08 ’10 teaches 
softball at Next Level Training Center in Greenville. 
She played four years on the ECU softball team. 
JAKE DEAN joined Next Level Training Center 
in Greenville. He played baseball at ECU. LEO 
JOHNSON II joined Going Bananas in Greenville, 
which offers a variety of  games and activities for 
children. CHRISTIN NAOMI MATTHEWS wed 
Jason Moore Harman on July 24 at Fuquay-Varina 
Baptist Church in Fuquay-Varina. She teaches second 
grade in the Moore County School System. JIM 
MCATEE is director of  career services at Indiana 
University–Purdue University Fort Wayne (Indiana). 
He was in the ECU career services office. ASHLEY 
MARIE MCDUFFIE wed Dwight David Gane Jr. 
on Oct. 30 at the New Hanover County Arboretum 
in Wilmington. She works for Coastal Chiropractic 
Center. SUSAN STANCILL ’08 ’09 joined Eastern 
Psychiatric & Behavioral Specialists in Greenville, 
where she offers behavioral psychotherapy to pediatric 
and adult patients. KATIE REESE WEINER wed 
Steven Lewis Burger on Sept. 25 at the Orchard House 
in Concord. She works for Gaston County Hospice.

2007

ELIZABETH FULTON was selected as treasurer of  
the executive board for the Student Bar Association for 

A lU M n I  S p OT l I g h T

Class noTes

michelle 
Pearson 
’92, 
founding 
member 
and 
currently 
one of four 
artistic 
directors 
of even 
exchange 
dance 
Theater in 
raleigh, 

was invited by the U.s. state department to serve as a 
cultural envoy to freetown, sierra leone, for two weeks in 
January. Pearson worked with local groups in creating dance 
programs and in cross-cultural exercises. in a country where 
80 percent of the population is illiterate, dance can be an 
effective means of communication. “as a choreographer, i 
often learn about the world by dancing and creating dances,” 
Pearson says. “i believe an artist’s job is to provide an 
understanding of common issues in a different, deeper or 
new way. Making dances about meaningful, difficult, 
surprising and human issues with a range of people is one 
way to meet this challenge.” she specializes in working with 
groups who would not ordinarily get to experience and 
create through dance. in turn she gathers information and 
material from those she dances with. This “even exchange” 
provides the name for her theater company.

garrett 
mcNeill ’08 
worked in an 
orphanage in 
Ben hoa, 
vietnam, 
before 
heading out 
to guatemala 
on his journey 
to minister to 
the poor in 11 
countries in 11 
months. as a 

volunteer in the great race, a nondenominational Christian 
charitable organization, Mcneill travels with other volunteers. 
“There is so much that needs to be done and that can be 
done and this year has really opened my eyes to the lives of 
millions of people around the world and that we have the 
ability to create a better life for them and for ourselves.” in 
guatemala, Mcneill’s group is fitting special needs children 
with wheelchairs.
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one year ago rachelle Friedman ’08 was planning her 
wedding to Chris Chapman ’05 ’08. at her bachelorette 
celebration in raleigh, she was playfully shoved into 
a pool by one of her bridesmaids. she hit her head on 
the bottom and was paralyzed from the collarbone 
down. The wedding was postponed, but friedman and 
Chapman are adjusting to their new life, living outside of 
raleigh in a house they bought together. when news of 
her accident and their positive response to the tragedy 
became national news, friedman was chosen by the 
nBC television show george to the Rescue, which 
surprises people who have overcome difficulties of 
some sort with home renovations. 

“They saw my story somewhere and realized it wasn’t all 
peaches and cream and wanted to know how Chris and 
i have been affected,” said friedman. “i thought i was 
having a typical interview when george to the Rescue 
surprised me by showing up at our door.”

The remodeling added an elevator to the home and a 
lift system to help her get in and out of bed. The master 
bath and closet were adjusted so friedman can reach 
everything from her wheelchair. The halls and doorways 
were widened to accommodate the wheelchair. The 
guest bedroom and garage were decorated with an eCU 
theme. a ramp and sidewalk were added to their deck 
so friedman can access the back yard to play with their 
dogs, Peedee and [Jolly] roger.

“To be able to shower, pick out my own clothes and put 
on make-up myself has been amazing. it’s easier to be 
myself now.” 

after the accident, friedman spent two months at Pitt 
County Memorial hospital and has made the most of 
physical-therapy sessions allotted by her insurance 
company. as a former dance and aerobics instructor, 
she’s determined to overcome and stay active. a major 
source of strength for friedman comes from playing on 
the raleigh sidewinders quadriplegic rugby team. 

“i get stronger and stronger at each practice. we do 
everything any other team would do, laps and suicides. 
i have found camaraderie in the teammates. i can ask 

them questions and they can give so much support 
since they know what i’m going through.”

last fall friedman appeared at eCU’s annual adapted 
recreation and wellness day at the student rec Center 
to share her experience with how playing competitive 
rugby has helped her physically and mentally. as an 
undergraduate, she volunteered at the event and 
played tennis and basketball in a wheelchair. watching 
Murderball, a movie about a team of paraplegics who 
play full-contact wheelchair rugby, for a class also gave 
her some insight into adaptive sports. 

“This movie has helped me stay positive, because i 
knew i could be independent and have fun.” a former 
lifeguard, she said she would “love to get more involved 
with lifeguards and talk about being alert, safety around 
the pool, and knowing the signs of injury.”

The couple shares a love for eCU and Pirate football. “i 
have never missed a football game and was a volunteer 
at the ticket office,” said friedman. “i had season tickets 
before the accident, but was able to change them to 
the handicapped seats. almost everything in my life has 
changed, but watching eCU play football hasn’t. i just 
have better seats now.”

—Jessica nottingham

the 2010–2011 academic year at the Charleston (S.C.) 
School of Law. ALLEN LLOYD LAWRENCE JR.  
wed Elizabeth Ann Baggett on Nov. 6 at the Duck 
Woods Country Club, Southern Shores. He is 
self-employed in construction management. CASI 
MOORING ’07 ’09 joined Eastern Psychiatric & 
Behavioral Specialists PLLC in Greenville, where she 
provides medical management to patients with behavioral 
and/or emotional issues. KATIE LYNN TYSON wed 
Phillip Charles Entzminger on Oct. 10 at First Free 

Will Baptist Church in Greenville. She is pursuing a 
second degree in clinical laboratory science at ECU.

2006

BRIAN FLYE is a home mortgage consultant in the 
Greenville office of  Wells Fargo Home Mortgage. 
MICHELE GLINCOSKY GARCIA received her 
MS in speech language pathology from ECU. She 
works for the Ft. Worth (Texas) Independent School 
District. Dr. TANA HALL, specialist in obstetrics 

and gynecology, joined ECU’s Brody School of  
Medicine and its group medical practice, ECU 
Physicians, as an assistant professor. Dr. NICHOLAS 
JERNIGAN heads a special needs department opened 
by Wilmington Health to see children and adults with 
autism, Down syndrome and other genetic diseases 
and developmental disorders. ROBERT J. LEWIS 
III was appointed as planning department director 
for Columbus County. He was the planner/GIS 
administrator for Elizabethtown. LYNNLY MARTIN 



was named Pitt County Schools’ Outstanding 
Secondary Mathematics Teacher for the 2010 school 
year. ALICIA NAGLE joined Eastern Psychiatric 
& Behavioral Specialists in Greenville, where she 
specializes in psychological evaluations to delineate 
educational, behavioral and emotional needs. ADAM 
CALHOUN PARKER wed Laura Marie Wing on 
Oct. 23 at Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Southern Pines. He is an analyst at First Citizens 
Bank in Raleigh. CYNTHIA TAYLOR, a licensed 

and registered occupational therapist, is director and 
owner of  Carolina Therapy Connection in Greenville. 
Dr. JILL SUTTON, specialist in obstetrics and 
gynecology, joined ECU’s Brody School of  Medicine 
and its group medical practice, ECU Physicians, as 
a clinical assistant professor. KIMBERLY DAWN 
WOOD wed Jay Douglas Benfield on July 30 at the 
First Baptist Church in Winston-Salem. She is a dance 
instructor at In Motion Dance Center in Winston-
Salem. MOLLY MCKEITHAN YOUNG was 

inducted into ECU’s College of  Education’s Educators 
Hall of  Fame. She was the 2010 Pitt County Teacher 
of  the Year and now lives in Charlotte.

2005

LAUREN D. ASBY was promoted to banking officer 
for Southern Bank in the South Charles Boulevard 
office in Greenville. She is president-elect of  the 
Greater Greenville kiwanis Club and a charter member 
of  Greenville’s Junior Women’s Association. JUSTIN 
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Amanda miller ’06 ’07 of atlanta, who was in the 
first class to graduate from eCU with a master’s in 
communication degree, was invited back by the school 
of Communication to talk with students about how to 
make the sometimes painful transition between college 
and the real world. she gave them something textbooks 
and professors cannot: a first-hand account of how to 
be successful in this job market with this specific degree. 
she shared industry-specific job searching tips, the 
demands of health communication-related positions and 
recent trends in the field. 

“Job searching and getting your career off the ground 
can be overwhelming and students often don’t know 
where to start. But, i’ve found you can begin anywhere,” 
said Miller. “success for me has been less about finding 
one area to get plugged into or developing one 
particular skill, and more strategically taking advantage 
of a wide variety of opportunities in the classroom, 
professional organizations and interning or freelancing.”

for the past three years, Miller has been contracted 
full time with the Centers for disease Control and 
Prevention (CdC) as a health communication specialist. 
she has served as the communication expert on a 
number of health initiatives and campaigns for the 
CdC ranging from the office of women’s health to the 
office of workforce and Career development. Currently, 
she is working in the office for state, Tribal, local and 
Territorial support, which works to ensure the use 
of evidence-based public-health policy, practice and 
communication at all these levels. 

Miller detailed her work on a health campaign called 
text4baby, a groundbreaking and award-winning mobile 
technology program to improve maternal and child 
health via text messaging.

Miller served on the recent graduate panel for the 
regional chapter of the Public relations student society 
of america, an event eCU hosted this year, and spent an 
evening taking questions from communication master’s 
students about everything from student organization 
opportunities, internships and assistantships, 
comprehensive exams, interviewing, teaching as a 
graduate student and career advice. 

“as one of the first graduates of the Ma program and 
one of the founders of many of the student activities, 
amanda was able to offer a fresh insight that the 
students really appreciated,” said soC assistant 
professor Kris Kirschbaum. “Thankfully, she also opened 
the eyes of many students who assumed that finding a 
job would be easy after graduate school was over.”

—Jessica nottingham
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COLE is a machining instructor in the engineering 
and manufacturing technologies department at Nash 
Community College.

2004

JENNIFER CUDNEY-BURCH was selected as 
a Dean John A. knauss Marine Policy Fellow. An 
initiative of  the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration National Sea Grant College Program, 
the highly competitive fellowship places students in 
legislative and executive branch offices to help solve 
marine policy issues of  national consequence. She 
is working on her doctorate in coastal resources 
management at ECU. JAMES DOREY is a senior 
commercial real estate appraiser with CB Richard 
Ellis in Washington, D.C. His wife, CORINNE 
SPENCE DOREY, is a financial planning assistant 
with Edelman Financial in Bethesda, Md. In the 
past two years, she received four series licenses. Dr. 
CANDACE MARIE DRAKE wed Richard R. 
Locchead on Aug. 7 on Mackinac Island, Mich. She 
is the PTSD psychologist for Veterans Affairs Gulf  
Coast VA Health Care System in Pensacola, Fla. At 
ECU, she was a Alpha Phi sister and former student 
body vice president. Dr. BRENNA MICHELLE 
FARMER wed Dr. Jason Chu on Dec. 18 at the 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden in Brooklyn, N.Y. She is an 
emergency medicine physician and medical toxicologist 
at New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell hospital. 
MARIA GIRONDA ’04 ’08 received the Teacher of  
Excellence Award from the Public Schools of  North 
Carolina at the 60th annual Exceptional Children’s 
Conference in Greensboro. She is an exceptional-
children’s teacher at Chocowinity Primary School 
where she teaches children with autism. She also earned 
her National Board Certification. ALYSON WILSON 
GIROUARD was inducted into the Mu chapter of  
the Delta kappa Gamma Society International, an 
honor society for outstanding educators. She teaches 
biology and chemistry at Rocky Mount High School. 
JESSICA CAROL HOBGOOD wed William Alan 
Moss on Oct. 9 at the beach home of  the groom’s aunt 
on Topsail Island. She teaches first grade at Anderson 
Creek Primary School in Harnett County. GINGER 
LEAKE is a nursing instructor at Edgecombe 
Community College. She was a staff registered nurse 
at Nash Health Care. She is working on her master’s 
in nursing at ECU. JEFFREY GRAHAM RICKS 
wed Christine Anne Patterson on Oct. 23 at Palmetto 
Presbyterian Church in Mt. Pleasant, S.C. He works 
in sales for ModSpace in Greensboro. SARAH E. 
WATTS joined the law firm of  Parker, Hudson, 

Rainer & Dobbs LLP in the Atlanta office as an 
associate with the firm’s commercial finance practice 
group. Her practice focuses on commercial lending and 
banking transactions. 

2003

RICHARD SCOTT BETHUNE received a 
doctorate in physical therapy from UNC Chapel Hill. 
KRISTEN IONE BOLTON ’03 ’08 wed JOSEPH 
ERIC KING ’06 on Nov. 6 at Grace Lutheran Church 
by the Sea in Nags Head. She works at ECU, and he 
works at Tands in Greenville. MARIE HOUSEAL 
’03 ’10 joined Transitions Behavioral Healthcare 
in Greenville as its family nurse practitioner. PAUL 
KAPLAR is a member of  the Fuquay-Varina Chamber 
of  Commerce board and president of  Stephens Supply 
Co. KRISTIN LYNN MASSEY wed Robert Elliott 
Bivens on Sept. 25 at Bethesda United Methodist 
Church in Salisbury, Md. She is director of  marketing 
for Virginia Health Services in Newport News, Va. 

2002

WILLIAM JAMES DEWAN earned a doctorate with 
distinction in American studies from the University 
of  New Mexico in Albuquerque, N.M. Dr. BILL 
STOREY joined the intellectual property practice 
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forty nurses were inducted to the 
inaugural class of the eCU nursing 
hall of fame in a spring ceremony 
that raised more than $40,000 for 
a new fund to provide merit-based 
scholarships for nursing students. 
Creation of the nursing hall of fame 
program coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of nursing education at 
east Carolina. inducted were:

gale Brown Adcock ’78 of Cary; Alta W. 
Andrews ’74 of ayden; Helen merrill Brinson 
’72 ’79 of greenville; sylvia Thigpen Brown 
’75 ’78 of greenville; marshall Dewayne Byrd 
’83 of greenville; mary sue Cummings Collier 
’81 ’91 of greenville, Cindy matthews Duber 
’82 of winterville, Frances rogers eason ’79 
of rocky Mount; professor Martha Keehner 
engelke; Lou W. everett ’76 ’79 of greenville; 
selba morris Harris ’64 of alpharetta, 
ga.; Linda Dunnam Hofler ’80 ’87 ’07 of 
greenville; Phyllis N. Horns ’69 of greenville; 
Jacqueline Hutcherson ’69 ’94 of winterville; 
professor Mary K. Kirkpatrick; retired 
faculty member dixie Koldjeski; Cynthia 
sturdivant Kotrady ’64 of lakeway, Texas; 
Karen Custer Krupa ’73 ’76 of Chocowinty; 
Judith Kuykendall ’70 ’75 of greenville; 
Therese g. Lawler ’72 of greenville; Belinda 

Temple Lee ’72 ’74 ’78 ’83 of greenville; 
Deitra L. Lowdermilk ’66 of Chapel hill; 
Bobby Lowery ’85 of goldsboro; Kimberly 
glover Mcdaniel; richard e. mcDaniel ’80 
of greenville; Dianne m. marshburn ’77 ’86 
’07 of greenville; Hazel Browning moore ’72 
’76 ’79 of fountain; Brenda Darden myrick 
’92 of greenville; retired faculty member 
evelyn Perry; eldean Pierce; Diane Adkins 
Poole ’81 ’88 of Kinston; Donna roberson ’86 
’93 of greenville; professor Mary ann rose; 
Louise Haigwood sammons ’68 ’73 of grand 
Junction, Colo.; elaine s. scott ’77 ’90 ’05 
of new Bern, sylvene Osteen spickerman 
’79 of greenville; Debra C. Wallace ’85 of 
greensboro; sandra m. Walsh ’84 of Miami, 
fla.; Patricia Perry womble; and Annette B. 
Wysocki ’78 ’80 of Jackson, Miss.
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group at the law firm of  Dinsmore & Shohl in Dayton, 
Ohio. TIFFANY COX STRICKLAND ’02 ’08 
joined Physicians East in Greenville in the pulmonary, 
critical care and sleep medicine division.

2001

DOUG BATCHELOR was named general manager 
at Pecheles Honda in New Bern. He was sales 
manager at Pecheles Ford Toyota in Washington. Dr. 
MARK BOWLING, a specialist in pulmonary and 
critical care medicine, joined ECU’s Brody School of  
Medicine as an assistant professor in the Department 
of  Internal Medicine and its group medical practice, 
ECU Physicians. He was an assistant professor of  
medicine at the University of  Mississippi. Dr. LISA 
BROOKS is the owner and pharmacist at Clayton’s 
Pharmacy in Cambridge, Md. KAREN FLORES 
KERR and DARREN KERR welcomed their fourth 
child and second son on Sept. 30. She is an agency 
field specialist for State Farm Insurance, and he is 
an account executive for Deltek in Hickory. KELLY 
DEAN JOYNER LANCASTER and her husband, 
William, announce the birth of  Chase Cameron on 
Oct. 4. She is the director of  student services and 
financial aid at ECU’s Brody School of  Medicine.

2000

JAVIER CASTILLO JR. of  Castillo Language 
Services was elected to a two-year term on the board 
of  directors of  the Carolina Association of  Translators 
and Interpreters, a chapter of  the American Translators 
Association for North Carolina and South Carolina. 
LAUREN GAST JACKSON and husband, Ashley, 
had a son, Logan Wyat, on Oct. 21. JOY LORENTZ 
LOCKHART ’00 ’02 and husband, Jason, had a 
daughter, Journey Sheridan, on Oct. 22.

1999

SCOTT AVETT ’99 ’00 and his group, the Avett 
Brothers, performed at the 53rd Grammy Awards 
live CBS telecast. Dr. SHANNON B. DOWLER 
is vice president of  the N.C. Academy of  Family 
Physicians. She is the medical director at the Blue 
Ridge Community Health Center in Hendersonville 
and will serve a one-year term for the academy. DON 
HEARD was appointed the environmental, safety 
and health director of  Inspectorate America Corp. in 
Houston, Texas, where he has HSE responsibilities 
for the company’s 1,200 employees in the Western 
hemisphere. He was HSE manager with Johnson 
Matthey-Tracerco. He recently earned his Certified 
Hazardous Materials Manager certification.

1998

CHAD ALDRIDGE is a mortgage lender with 
FCSB Mortgage, a division of  First Carolina State 
Bank, in Greenville. ALICIA MARIE TALMADGE 
DELSASSO and husband, Chris, had a son, Mason 
Francis, on Aug. 18. He joins brother Parker. She 
works for Johnson & Johnson in New Jersey.
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Just getting admitted 
to the software 
engineering graduate 
program in eCU’s 
College of Technology 
and Computer 
science was a big deal 
for twin sisters mekara 
’09 and Natara ’09 
Bryant of Battleboro. 
neither had majored 
in computer science 

as undergraduates. Plus, they knew there are only tiny numbers 
of african-american women working in the field. Mekara 
suggested the idea after carefully researching careers and 
learning that software engineers are well paid. she told her 
sister there were other compelling reasons to learn software 
engineering. “i told my sister, society has already concluded 
that we are against the odds of being successful in this 
program for a variety of reasons. we’re females, we’re african-
american, and i didn’t have the computer science related 
background,” said Mekara. “But, as i saw it, your background 
does not always determine success, but by how hard you’re 
willing to work and your attitude.” although both sisters admit 
the program has been difficult, their hard work and 
determination have paid off. neither has earned less than a B in 
all their grad school classes, and both were to graduate in May. 
“i knew that with a strong belief in ourselves, we can excel at 
anything we put our minds to,” natara said. “our parents, 
alphonzo and alice Bryant, instilled that in us.”    —Dana newell 

it takes a lot of smart people to 
prepare a space shuttle for 
launch from the Kennedy space 
Center. one is michael mcguirk 
’71, who retired in april after a 
31-year career in space science 
management. Mcguirk, a 
four-year football letterman at 
eCU, was involved with the first 
shuttle launch, sTs-1, in april 
1981 and worked on most of the 
133 subsequent times that one 
of the shuttles blasted into 

space. “My career began in firing room one in november 
1979 as an operations analyst with the Checkout, Control & 
Monitor system,” he said by e-mail. “later i moved into 
management and was responsible for two firing rooms and 37 
operations personnel while employed by grumman Technical 
services from 1985 to 1995. i moved over to United space 
alliance in 1996 as a supervisor of operations for the three 
subsystems within the launch Processing system.” Mcguirk 
explained that the lPs, which he manages, is an integrated 
network of computers, data links, displays, interface devices 
and software required to control and monitor flight systems. 
in all, the lPs monitors some 40,000 temperatures, pressures 
and other vital signs of a shuttle in flight.
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some say that being a 
Pirate must be an 
inherited condition 
because it’s frequently 
been seen to run in 
families. Take the 
ramsey kids, California 
transplants by way of 
western north Carolina. 
They had never heard 
of east Carolina until 
Brittney, the oldest, 
was choosing a college. 
listen as she explains 
what happened:

“i visited and fell in 
love. My younger sister 
started looking for 
schools last year and 
since shelby had been 

to eCU many times to visit me, she also chose eCU over the 
other state schools she applied to. she is a proud member 
of the women’s rugby team and is active in the theater 
department. now that it has come time for Tanner to decide, 
he knows how great eCU is and what it has to offer so he also 
will be attending in the fall. now we get to look forward to 
many homecoming games to come when we can all bring our 
future families and enjoy being Pirates together.”

what did eCU do for you, Brittney? “i am a published poet 
and an english major. i am involved with gamma Chi epsilon 
sorority. i also attended the first ever summer leadership 
program sponsored by eCU. after i graduate in May i plan to 
join the Peace Corps and leave sometime early next year.”

The l.a. stage 
alliance, one of the 
strongest community 
theater programs in 
the nation, presented 
Beth grant ’73 with 
its ovation award 
for best lead actress 
in a 2010 drama for 
her performance in 
grace & glorie. The 

play featured grant as grace, an illiterate, terminally ill 
90-year-old mountain woman who has returned to her 
mountain cabin to die. gloria (Melinda Page hamilton, at 
right) is the harvard-educated hospice volunteer assigned to 
grace’s case. in reviewing the play, the l.A. Times wrote that 
grant was “in rare form.” Meanwhile, grant will reprise her 
role as abused housewife willadean winkler, for which she 
won best actress honors from the l.a. stage alliance eight 
years ago, in a new movie being shot in atlanta. The Trials 
and Tribulations of a Trailer Trash housewife will have the 
original cast from the stage production.
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1997

Dr. WAFA BADWAN, a kidney specialist, joined 
the Brody School of  Medicine and its group medical 
practice, ECU Physicians, as an assistant clinical 
professor. STEVE MOSLEY was recognized as the 
2010 Top Revenue Producer for CopyPro in Greenville. 
GORDON RAWLS and wife, Amy, adopted Emma 
Nicole Rawls, born May 4. CAREY MEADOWS 
RIVERS and husband, Michael, had their third child, 
Presley Grace, on April 19, 2009. She joins brothers 
Jackson and Hampton. GEOFFREY SUTER and 
KIMBERLY PIRKO SUTER ’97 ’05 had their second 
daughter, Isabella Virginia, in September. JENNIFER 
LINVILLE WARREN ’97 ’09 completed ECU’s 
family nurse practitioner program and works in the 
occupational health and wellness department at High 
Point Regional Health System.

1996

KARA BLOUNT joined The SurgiCenter of  Eastern 
Carolina in Greenville as the physician network 
manager and will educate providers in eastern North 
Carolina on the center’s services. She was in the 
pharmaceutical industry. KIM HARRIS ’96 ’05 
joined kerr Counseling and Consulting in Rocky 
Mount, where her counseling services include family 
and couple’s issues; depression, anxiety and adjustment 
disorders; substance abuse and anger management. 
Army Lt. Col. ANGELA B. JONES handed over 
command of  the N.C. National Guard’s 113th Special 
Troops Battalion in Greensboro. She is the nurse 
manager of  the Rehabilitation Hospital for WakeMed 
Health & Hospitals. HEATHER SMITH JONES 
published Water Paper Paint, Exploring Creativity with 
Watercolor and Mixed Media through Quarry Books. She 
is a studio artist and arts-based preschool instructor 
in Lawrence, kan. KAYE F. LONG, a self-employed 
Christian author, was recognized by Cambridge Who’s 
Who for demonstrating dedication, leadership and 
excellence in her career.

1995

RENEE MARTINEZ ’95 ’97 teaches English at 
Nash Community College. MICHAEL PRESTON 
’95 is director of  student affairs at the University 
of  Central Florida in Orlando. He was director of  
student affairs at Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas.

1993

TRENT BRITT and his wife, Gaynel, opened Next 
Level Training Center in Greenville, a training facility 
to develop athletes of  all ages committed to baseball, 
softball and volleyball. BEN OWEN III had an 
exhibit, “Ben Owen III: Earth, Water and Fire: Works 
in Clay,” at the N.C. Museum of  Natural Sciences 
Nature Art Gallery in Raleigh. The Seagrove native was 
named a North Carolina Living Treasure in 2004. His 
work is displayed in museums throughout the country, 
and he’s been commissioned to create pieces for James 

The ramsey kids: 
Brittney ’11, 

shelby ’14 and 
Tanner ’15



Taylor, Mike Easley, Elton John, Elizabeth Taylor, Bob 
Hope and Ronald Reagan.

1992

MARGIE PARKER BRANTLEY ’92 ’96 was 
inducted into the Mu Chapter of  the Delta kappa 
Gamma Society International, an honor society for 
outstanding educators. A retired educator with a long 
career in schools in Nash County and in the U.S. Air 
Force, she served as an officer in the U.S. Air Force 
Nurse Corps at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base 
in Goldsboro from 1965 to 1968 and was on the 
nursing staff of  Parkview from 2002 to 2004. She was 
coordinator for the Drug-Free Schools and Student 
Assistance Program in Rocky Mount and ninth-grade 
counselor at Rocky Mount High School. SCOTT 
FISHER of  Tarboro was named vice president of  
information services for Barnhill Contracting Co. He 
was the IT director for the company. JENNIFER 
MARCERON MOSS, APR, CPRC, is president of  
the Florida Public Relations Association. She is the 
communications director for the Silverstein Institute in 
Sarasota, Fla., and executive director of  the institute’s 
nonprofit Ear Research Foundation. SHERI MYERS 
joined Central Michigan Community Hospital in 
Mount Pleasant, Mich., as vice president of  patient 
care services. JAMES EDWARD POWELL 
graduated from UNC-Charlotte with a PhD in 
counselor education and supervision in 2010. He 
is a licensed professional counselor-supervisor and 
a licensed clinical addictions specialist in a private 
practice in Shelby. Dr. KYLE STEPHENS is the 
group publisher of  three nondailies published by 
Cooke Communications North Carolina LLC in 
Grifton, Farmville and Snow Hill. He was the associate 
publisher. DEMETRICE LOUISE WARD ’92 ’97 
joined Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network’s 
physician group in Allentown, Pa. She was a staff 
physician at the Veterans Administration Medical 
Center, Minneapolis, Minn.

1991

LIZ PRICE opened the Tile Market in Tampa, 
Fla. Dr. KATHERINE WEEKS opened Primary 
Associates of  Byers Creek in Mooresville.

1990

SEAN M. GILSENAN joined the Rocky Mount 
registered investment advisory firm of  Whitener 
Capital Management as a financial planning adviser. 
He is a certified financial planner and a member of  the 
Triangle Financial Planning Association. A. DENISE 
WICKER OWEN participated in the 2010 Savannah 
Children’s Book Festival where she signed and sold 
copies of  her book Turtle Gliding.

1989

JULIE BRICKHOUSE ’89 ’95, who teaches a multi-
handicapped classroom at Eastern Elementary School 
in Greenville, is the 2011 N.C. Council of  Exceptional 
Children’s Teacher of  the Year. She also serves as a 
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Editor’s note: an e-mail from steve Wrenn 
’68 ’71 of asheboro, who married Dianne 
golding ’68 ’85. an innovative educator and 
former north Carolina superintendent of the 
year, wrenn also was once (before a broken 
wrist and rotator cuff surgery) a competitive 
golfer and a course rater, along with this 
editor, for the n.C. Magazine golf Panel. 
“after i retired [as schools superintendent in 
lee County], i started contract work and 

developed a company called The leadership group for the 
Carolinas. we did work mainly with the north Carolina new 
schools Project [funded by the Bill and Melinda gates 
foundation], working with restructuring high schools. you 
may have heard about the early colleges we helped to 
develop. later we contracted with the state Board of 
education to support the low-performing schools identified 
by Judge Manning as part of his leandro decisions. it ended 
up being a full-time job, so i sold the company but maintained 
another company called sw’s leadership designs, which i 
started prior to my retirement. My major client now is an 
instructional technology company out of georgia, Classworks, 
that will be working in over 200 schools this year.”

acclaimed golf writer and editor James 
Dodson ’75 was honored with the 2011 
donald ross award by the american society 
of golf Course architects. The award has 
been presented annually since 1976 to an 
individual who has made a positive 
contribution to golf and golf course 
architecture. dodson is the author of four 
best-seller books, including one that became 
a made-for-Tv movie about his life. he 

currently is writer-in-residence for The pilot newspaper in 
southern Pines and editor of pineStraw Magazine. he was 
featured in the fall 2009 issue of East. “Jim is a real friend of 
the game of golf and is well-respected by his peers and 
readers of golf literature,” said asgCa President erik larsen. 
“Jim also has a great understanding of the economic, 
environmental and social value a golf course provides  
to a community. rees Jones chaired the award selection 
committee.

royce Lee myers ’73 of Matthews was 
appointed to the board of trustees of 
Presbyterian healthcare in Charlotte. Myers is 
an attorney who practices with his son, 
Matthew, in their firm, Myers law firm. his 
father, Charles T. Myers, was also an attorney 
and a former Mecklenburg County 
Commissioner. Myers served as mayor of 
Matthews from 1991 to 2009 after serving 
two terms on the Matthews Town Council. he 

received his law degree from oklahoma City University. he is 
married to Lucinda sigmon myers ’74.
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clinical teacher, one of  Eastern’s Student Government 
Association advisers and teaches courses at ECU.  
H. LEE RIDDLE graduated from the University of  
Tennessee Chattanooga’s Executive MBA program 
and is product development manager for Lodge 
Manufacturing, a 115-year-old family-owned and 
managed company that manufactures cast iron cookware, 
of  which he is a fifth-generation family member. 

1988

LISA ROBERTS, a home mortgage consultant for 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage serving Washington, 
Greenville and Robersonville, received the Southeast 
Region’s top award for customer service. BILLY ROSS 
of  Greenville received the N.C. Division of  Vocational 
Services “VR Superstar Award” for excellence in 
leadership and customer service. He is the unit 
manager of  the agency’s Greenville office. RAGAN 
SUTTON SPAIN ’88 ’89 ’92 was elected president-
elect of  the N.C. Science Teachers Association. He 
is a high school science consultant with the N.C. 
Department of  Public Instruction. HARRY 
WARREN, director of  the North Carolina Museum 
of  Forestry in Whiteville, was named Communicator 
of  the Year by the N.C. Forestry Association.

1987

CHRIS KNOTT, founder of  the Peter Millar line 

of  golf  apparel, opened Peter Millar by Coffman’s 
at Ciao Bella Boutique in Renaissance Park in 
Cary. JAMES PARIETTI, M.S.P.T., joined Eagle 
Center Physical Therapy in Anchorage, Alaska, as a 
physical therapist. MICHELLE PARKIN, associate 
director of  environmental, health, and safety for 
PPD in Wilmington, received the CEO Performance 
Excellence Award. PPD is a contract research 
organization providing expertise in clinical trial 
development, management and post-approval services.    

1986

PEGGY YODER BLACKMON, dean of  allied 
health, business and technology at Southeastern 
Community College in Whiteville, was selected as one 
of  four administrators nationwide to receive the 2010 
Instructional Leadership Award from the National 
Council of  Instructional Administrators (NCIA) for 
demonstrated leadership. ELLA TYSON HARRIS 
was inducted into ECU’s College of  Education’s 
Educators Hall of  Fame. She taught in Greenville for 
21 years and for 20 years served as assistant principal 
at J.H. Rose High School from which she retired.

1985

Dr. PATRICIA MACNEILL ’85 ’92 ’06 was inducted 
into ECU’s College of  Education’s Educators Hall 
of  Fame. She is director of  instructional/federal 

programs for Greene County Schools. TIMOTHY 
DUKE RONEY ’85 ’87 was promoted to vice 
president/branch manager of  Citibank in Coconut 
Creek, Fla., after working as a branch manager for 
Citifinancial for the past eight years. 

1983

F. BRIAN BRITT celebrated 21 years with 
Continental Airlines for which he captains a 
Boeing 737 flying in and out of  Houston, Texas. 
CLARENCE M. HUNTER was promoted to deputy 
fire chief  for the Greensboro Fire Department where 
he will also serve as the public information officer.

1982

BENJAMIN E. NICHOLS of  Greenville retired 
after more than 29 years of  public service. He was an 
environmental health supervisor with the Pitt County 
Department of  Public Health. SPENCER “KEITH” 
STEPHENS celebrated the 10th anniversary of  the 
opening of  his law practice in Rockville, Md. The firm, 
Stephens & Associates, provides litigation, corporate 
and contract services to small and medium firms in the 
real estate and construction industries.

1981

MAC E. MANNING of  Greenville retired after more 
than 26 years with the Pitt County government. He 
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Editor’s note: April Davis ’06 was about halfway 
through her first year teaching pre-kindergarten at the 
American College of Cairo when the uprising began 
that toppled the Egyptian government. She shared an 
apartment with a Canadian national in the Zamalek 
district of Cairo less than a mile from the center of the 
protests. A native of Roanoke Rapids whose degree is in 
communication, Davis described her experiences in the 
e-mail condensed below. 

“Today is the fifth day of the riots and i am sitting in my 
living room with the Tv muted because i cannot stand 
the talk on Tv any longer. i have my window open and i 
am listening to the sounds of sirens, whistles and guns 
going off. friends in egypt are beginning to call more 
frequently to check on my well-being, as i am here alone 
with no family.

“Just talked to Beverly not too long  ago, a fellow 
american teacher at my school, and she is standing at 
her door with her hammer and other defense items, 
waiting for the looters just outside her building. They 
are trying to convince her and everyone in her building 
that their residence is on fire in hopes they will come 
out and the looters will come in and rob them. These 
looters are criminals that were released from jails 
because the police are nowhere to be found. dalia’s 
phone call was a little less disturbing. Knowing i am 
alone, she just wanted to make sure i felt safe, and 
invited me to her flat if i felt i needed to come up.

“saturday night, Jan. 29, was the last night i stayed in 
my home in egypt. That night i did not even sleep in my 
own bed. i grabbed Mr. Bear and crawled in [roommate] 
Kira’s bed as i felt a little safer since she only had 
one tiny window in her room. The next morning was 
a whirlwind of emotions. Things were out of control, 
there was no bread to be found in all of zamalek, and i 
could not get through to the american embassy. i also 
was trying desperately to contact my school. finally i 
reached nahed in the [school] office who told me she 
was having trouble getting to the banks and was not 
sure when she would get funds for teachers.

“it was the end of the month and my funds were running 
low, aTMs were empty and the internet was shut. i felt 
a sick feeling in my stomach and began to panic. finally 
my roommate, [who] has been on the phone with her 
work for almost an hour, told me they were thinking of 
evacuating her as they no longer felt it safe for her to be 
there. she told me she was not sure of the hour of her 
evacuation but she was not going to leave without me. 
shortly after, my phone rings and it is a friend who is in 
the Marines at the american embassy. he told me that the 
evacuation was voluntary for americans but soon would 
be mandatory. not even 15 minutes later Kira bursts out of 
her room and says we have 20 minutes to pack. 

“once at the hotel [near the Cairo airport] i was able to 
call a friend in america who, after two hours of trying, 

was able to get me a plane ticket back to the states. 
i said one final prayer and made my journey into the 
airport. i then made my way to the bar in the airport, 
waiting hours for my flight and praying it would not be 
canceled. at 4 p.m. i notice every single flight on the 
screen went to red and cancelled. My heart sunk. i got 
up to look a little closer and noticed of all the flights 
canceled my flight [to istanbul, Turkey] was the only 
one with no status. i began to pray even harder and 
thank god at 10 p.m. my flight left the airport. 

“i slept on a bench at the Turkey airport for about 
10 hours and then boarded the plane to nyC. Thank 
goodness i have a friend here i can stay with for a few 
days to decompress and try to find the best method 
to get home. i cannot wait to see my family in the next 
few days and figure out what to do from here. it is like i 
am starting all over again. no job, no salary, many of my 
belongings left in Cairo and a loss of many friends i was 
not even able to say goodbye to before i left, and who 
knows if i will ever see them again. it is like my life just 
ended in a matter of 20 minutes.”

Update: Davis is back home in Roanoke Rapids and job 
hunting. “I don’t plan to go back to Egypt until things 
calm down and even then maybe just to visit my friends. 
My boyfriend is in Egypt. My old roommate Kira, her 
company is supposed to be relocating her. But teaching 
this year is finished with me.”

April Davis and her roommate, Kira, 
in happier days before the revolution
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was the sheriff of  Pitt County. CINDY VAINRIGHT 
was selected as Teacher of  the Year at Eastern 
Elementary School in Greenville.

1977

JOHN BANKS JR. was appointed to the Pitt-
Greenville Airport Authority. He is vice president for 
business development at IES Lighting. Dr. WILLIAM 
HARRISON ’77 ’80 was inducted into ECU’s 
College of  Education’s Educators Hall of  Fame. 
He is the superintendent of  Cumberland County 
Schools, chair of  the N.C. State Board of  Education, 
Governor’s Advisor for Education Transformation and 
chair of  the Governor’s Education Transformation 
Commission.

1976

JAMES L. CAPPS ’76 ’80 of  Greenville retired 
after 28 years as a social worker with the Pitt County 
Department of  Social Services. LYNDA COX 
DIXON retired from Wake County Human Services 
after more than 34 years in public health. She worked 
in the Durham County Health Department and 
in Edgecombe County Public Health. RONALD 
D. EURE was named installation sales manager at 
Fireline Corp., a fire protection equipment contractor, 
distributor and service company, in Baltimore, Md. 

He was the Fireline fire alarm sales representative in 
the Washington, D.C., market. PHILLIS QUINN 
OSTHEIM ’76 ’88 was inducted into ECU’s College 
of  Education’s Educators Hall of  Fame. She is the 
president of  True Vine Associates, a corporation 
specializing in staff development, educational 
consulting and grant and program evaluations.

1975

JANICE VERTUCCI SCHREIBER, director of  
theatre at Arendell Parrott Academy in kinston, received 
the 2010 k-12 Theatre Educator’s Award. A former 
instructor in the ECU Department of  Theatre and 
Dance, she also received the John W. Parker Award for 
Excellence in Directing at the high school level in 2007.

1974

KAY GOODING ’74 ’80 was named the 2010 
Triumph Pioneer Award recipient by the American 
Health Information Management Association. She 
directs the health information technology program 
at Pitt Community College, overseeing a 13-state 
health information management training consortium 
for PCC. Her program was one of  the first in North 
Carolina to be offered entirely online. Last year, she 
helped PCC secure a $10.9-million grant from the 
U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services to 

help prepare thousands of  new HIT professionals 
needed to create electronic health records.

1972

GARY A. JEWELL, CPA, joined the Raleigh office 
of  Pittard Perry & Crone, Inc. as a shareholder. He 
has operated a CPA practice in Raleigh for the past 32 
years and was formerly with Jewell, deButts & Roberts.

1971

BEATRICE BEHR ’71 ’74 displayed her artwork 
at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Greenville. 
KATHERINE LONG, ASID, won first place and 
honorable mention awards from the Gala Awards 
Presentation for the Carolinas Chapter, ASID. Top 
prize was for Tupelo Honey Cafe on Hendersonville 
Rd. in Asheville, and honorable mention was for 
adaptive reuse of  189 E. Chestnut St., home of  
Ambiance Interiors in Asheville, which she owns. 
ROGER S. TRIPP practices law in Lexington as a 
partner at Biesecker, Tripp, Sink & Fritts. He serves on 
the N.C. State Bar Council as councilor for the 22B 
Judicial District consisting of  Davidson and Davie 
Counties. He was elected in 2008 for a three-year 
term. He serves on the Ethics and Administrative 
Committees on the Bar Council. At ECU, he was 
speaker of  the Student Legislature from 1969-71.
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Join us at one of  our upcoming networking events to meet fellow ECU business and social 
contacts. You will have an opportunity to personally introduce yourself  to attendees in a 
facilitated environment, exchange business cards, and learn about all participants.

Tap into the power of  the 
Pirate Alumni Network

SPONSORED BY

PirateAlumni.com/linkedin
Join our LinkedIn group to network with alumni throughout the Pirate Nation!

Visit PirateAlumni.com/networkingevents for details.

May 18 Greensboro, NC
The Painted Plate 

May 24 Durham, NC 
Hope Valley Country Club

May 31 Raleigh, NC 
Natty Greene’s Pub and Brewing Co.

June 8 Virginia Beach, VA 
McCormick & Schmick’s

June 9 Washington, DC 
Location TBD

June 22 Wilmington, NC 
Dockside

July 20 Greenville, NC 
Location TBD

July 27 Raleigh, NC 
Irregardless Café
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1969

CHARLES ATWATER and his wife, Vickie, were 
inducted into ECU’s College of  Education’s Educators 
Hall of  Fame. LINDA CUTLER WARDEN is 
president/CEO of  LCW Productions, a production/
post-production company in Wilmington, N.C., 
which focuses on videos addressing social, health and 
environmental topics, and children’s movies. GARY 
WEST is strategic initiatives director for information 
systems and research with the Council of  Chief  State 
School Officers in Washington, D.C. He was the 
chief  information officer for the S.C. Department of  
Education in Columbia.

1966

   Only In Cameron is the 
first novel by ANN 
NEVILLE ’66 ’68, a 
Clyde Edgerton-like look 
at life in a small Tennessee 
town. Neville dedicates the 
book to her parents “whose 
love of  rural life and small 
town America was passed on 
to me.” Neville recently retired 
as vice president of  student 

affairs at Martin Methodist College in Tennessee. 
BRUCE SHEPARD retired as kitty Hawk Elementary 
School’s assistant principal after a 24-year career in 
education in Dare County. A fifth-generation Outer 
Banker, he accepted a middle school teaching position 
after graduation and taught in several countries before 
returning to the Outer Banks to work as a counselor 
and administrator for various schools. 

1964

Dr. ROY ALTON HYLE II retired from Thomas 
Nelson Community College in Hampton, Va., after 
38 years of  teaching. He also taught at the College of  
the Albemarle in Elizabeth City and at Christopher 
Newport University at Newport News, Va. 

1962

NICK HILGERT was named to the Fairfax County 
(Va.) Football Hall of  Fame 2010. At ECU, he played 
football for four years under Coach Jack Boone and was 
tri-captain his senior year. After serving in the Marine 
Corps, he coached in Northern Virginia schools, 4 
years in Alexandria and 25 years in Fairfax County.

1960

JIM WARD celebrated his 75th birthday on Feb. 6 

with family and friends. The event was hosted by his 
children Cam Ward Steele ’89, Laura Ward O’Brien 
’91 and David Ward. A dedicated Pirate, he can be seen 
with Betty and David at Williams Arena, Clark-LeClair 
Stadium and Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium. Join him in the 
White Lot where they have tailgated in the same spot 
since 1985.

1944

Veteran educator GENEVIEVE HODGIN GAY ’44 
’54 ’82 was inducted into the North Carolina Order 
of  the Long Leaf  Pine in recognition of  her 47 years 
in the classroom, almost all in Northampton County 
schools.

1936

MARY BOYD MANN of  Greenville celebrated her 
95th birthday on Jan. 10. A Pitt County native, she 
is a retired school teacher, but still teaches her Sunday 
School class.

1929

SARAH STALLINGS MAY was inducted into 
ECU’s College of  Education’s Educators Hall of  
Fame. In 1985 she retired from teaching in Bailey.
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elizabeth Drake uses a walker to move from her living room 
chair to the steinway in the next room. delicately she sits at 
the bench and positions her hands over the keyboard. soon, 
the notes of a Brahms sonata fill the room and she smiles 
faintly, seemingly carried away by the music to another time, 
another place.

“i was the only piano teacher here when i came to east 
Carolina in 1946,” she says. “dr. Messick hired me, and i 
actually started a year before leo Jenkins came. Most of my 
students were going to be schoolteachers, and we wanted 
them to learn some music and some art so they could take 
those skills back to the classrooms in those country schools.”

drake, who accepted emeritus status in 1977, turned 95 last 
fall and still lives in the tidy bungalow on rotary street just a 
few steps off Main Campus. “i 
had close to 500 piano students 
over the years, and i still stay 
in touch with a lot of them, 
although most are in their 70s 
now. it’s been a blessing to see 
many of them went on and did 
something with the music, with 
their talent. i didn’t realize when 
you teach one-on-one the way 
i did that they remember things 
you said that had nothing to do 
with the music. They tell me, 
‘you taught me so many things,’ 
and i’ll say, ‘i’m glad you learned 
to play.’ and they’ll say, ‘oh, i 
wasn’t talking about piano.’”

a native of scotland neck, 
drake received her training at 

Julliard and joined the faculty 
the same year as herbert Carter. 
Three years later, Beatrice Chauncey arrived. Those three are 
regarded as among the founders of eCU’s highly regarded 
music program. Combined, they taught here for 107 years. 

Alisa gilliam ’78, an instructor in the school of music, studied 
under Ms. drake the last three years she taught. “she was 
one of the last of a great tradition, very proper and dignified,” 
gilliam recalled. “she wanted her girls to wear dresses and 
keep their hair pulled back. i had waist-length hair and she 
said she couldn’t stand to see it draping across my arms 
as i played, so i always made sure to come to lessons with 
my hair braided. she had a wealth of knowledge that she 
eagerly passed on to her students. she was very supportive, 

traveling with me 
to greensboro and 
Chapel hill to play 
in competitions. 
after she retired 
it was a pleasure 
to see her at 
most of the artist 
series concerts 
and many school 
of Music recitals. 
she always 
remembered her 
students when 
she would see us 
at these events, 
even the ones 
she taught years 
before me.”

Drake performing with  
a faculty quartet in 1950
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1920s

ANNIE LAURIE KEEN MORGAN ’24 ’30 ’53 of  
Winston-Salem died Nov. 16 at 92. During WW II 
she worked at Fort Bragg. Later she taught the Gifted 
and Talented Program at Brunson Elementary School 
in Winston-Salem.

1930s

DORIS JONES BAKER ’33 of  Mooresville 
died Dec. 10 at 98. She taught third grade in the 
kannapolis school system and was later a substitute 
teacher in the Mooresville school system. She 
volunteered with the Mooresville Public Library 
and later, as part of  her employment, helped 
establish several children’s reading programs. WILL 
NELL HIGDON DAVIDSON ’34 of  Swannanoa 
died Dec. 17 at 97. She taught school in Wake and 
Buncombe counties, Georgetown, Asheville Biltmore 
College and the Dietetic Clinic at MMH. 

CATHERINE 
GASKILL FULCHER 
’32 ’49 ’52 of  Sea Level 
died Jan. 27 at 97. She 
taught 40 years, beginning 
at Freewill Baptist 
Orphanage in Middlesex, 
then at Dudley in Wayne 
County, briefly at Sea 
Level and several years at 
Beaufort Elementary 
School. Following her 

husband’s military career, she taught in Portsmouth, 
Va., Washington, D.C., and Cape May, N.J. When he 
retired in 1966, they returned to Stacy, where she 
taught at Beaufort Elementary until 1975. KATIE 
CORBETT JOHNSON ’31 of  Clinton died Jan. 12 
at 98. An elementary school teacher, she taught at 
Chicod School in Greenville, Princeton Elementary 
School in Princeton, Bethel Elementary School and 
Mayo Elementary School, where her student was Edith 
Doughtie Warren, N.C. state legislator. After her 
husband became pastor of  Rowan Baptist Church in 
Clinton, she taught at the College Street Elementary 
School from 1952 to 1978. Upon retirement in 1978, 
she was a regular substitute teacher from 1978 until 
1990. Her teacher companions continued to bring her 
into their classrooms for reading presentations with 
their students until age 90. In 2007, at age 95, she was 
a Grand Marshall in the ECU Homecoming Parade, 
which celebrated its 100th year of  history. She was 
inducted into the ECU School of  Education’s Hall of  
Fame. On her 98th birthday, she was inducted into the 
N.C. Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine by her former 
student Edith Warren. MARY GREEN JONES ’36 
’40 ’54 of  Apex died Feb. 5 at 91. She was a retired 
4th-grade teacher at Clara Hearne Elementary School 

in Roanoke Rapids. MARY LILLEY MORRIS ’39 
of  Sunbury, Va., died Jan. 19 at 92. She taught 
elementary school for more than 30 years. MILDRED 
GIBSON NISBET ’35 of  Wilmington died Jan. 15 at 
96. After teaching two years in Grifton, she married 
and devoted her time to being a wife and mother. At 
52, she taught again, taking over the third grade at 
Lincoln Elementary School in Leland. She was 
recognized for 10 years of  dedicated service to the 
schools of  Brunswick County and was awarded a 
plaque at her retirement in 1977. NANCY HAISLIP 
WALTERS ’39 of  Greenville died on Jan. 21 at 92. 
She taught at Merry Hill in Bertie County and 
Scotland Neck in Halifax County. After her marriage, 
she moved to Greenville, where she taught in the 
Greenville City Schools and was devoted to her 
students for many years, the last few at E.B. Aycock 
Junior High.

1940s

EVA ADAMS BENSON ’41 of  Benson died Feb. 4. 
She was secretary to the director of  the old Raleigh 
airport and later moved to Miami, Fla., to administer 
pilot exams for Eastern Airlines. She returned to 
Johnston County to farm with her husband and later 
worked for Hudson Belk. ROSALIND TUCKER 
BRANCH ’42 died Feb. 15 at 91. The land that is 
now the new ECU women’s softball field, football 
practice field and baseball stadium was her farm in 
the early 1940s. She saw Greenville grow from a small 
town with a fence and a gate to keep the chickens 
and cows out, on what is now Charles Blvd., to a 
prosperous and thriving city. BURCHIE SMITH 
JOHNSTON ’44 died Nov. 11 in Belhaven. She 
taught home economics in the Beaufort County 
schools for 30 years and was a member of  Delta 
kappa Gamma honorary teaching society. She was 
active in the Belhaven community and First Christian 
Church. She was historian of  the Student Cooperative 
Government Association her senior year. Lt. Col. 
JAMES R. “JIM” BRILEY ’49, USAF (Ret.) of  
Ogden, Utah, died Nov. 30. He had 20-year career 
in the USAF, retiring in 1975. In 1955, he graduated 
from USAF pilot training and served during both the 
korean and Vietnamese conflicts, including combat 
duty in Vietnam in 1968–69. He amassed more than 
6000 hours of  flying time, had a tour of  duty with the 
U.S. State Department as an Air Attache assigned to 
the U.S. Embassy, New Delhi, India. After retirement 
from the military, he owned and ran several companies 
in Ogden, Utah. EDITH VERA HAMILTON 
MCBRIDE ’41 of  Raleigh died Jan. 6 at 97. She 
taught more than 40 years in towns including 
Harrells, kenansville, Rosewood, Warsaw, Harrisburg, 
Concord and kannapolis. RAGELINE RUSSELL 
’49 of  Greensboro died Jan. 30. She taught math in 
Greensboro for a number of  years.

1950s

HEBER RAY ADAMS ’50 ’52 of  Greenville died 
Dec. 22. He taught in Pitt County Schools for several 
years and in 1953 went to work at WNCT-TV as an 
engineer, advancing to chief. He retired from WNCT-
TV in 1989. OGDEN S. BABSON ’58 of  Columbia, 
S.C., died Feb. 12. A U.S. Army veteran, he retired 
in 1999 after 42 years in trade association work, the 
last 32 years as executive director of  the S.C. Asphalt 
Pavement Association. A member of  many state 
and national asphalt pavement design, construction, 
environmental and administrative organizations, he 
was a founding member and second president of  the 
S.C. Society of  Association Executives. He was a 
recipient of  the State of  South Carolina’s Order of  
the Silver Crescent, the President’s Award from the 
Carolinas Air Pollution Control Association and was 
a kentucky Colonel. JOYCE PIERCE BROWN ’59 
’64 of  Annapolis, Md., died Dec. 28. For 24 years 
she taught in Maryland public schools in Harford 
and Prince George’s counties. Retiring in 1984, she 
began her second career as a substitute librarian for 
Anne Arundel County Public Libraries until August 
2010. FORREST HUBERT DESHIELDS ’54 ’74 
of  Fayetteville died Jan. 24. He worked in the Fort 
Bragg school system for 33 years and was principal of  
Bowley, Butner, Murray and Spring area schools. He 
also taught math at the Army Education Center. After 
retirement, he spent 17 years at Fayetteville Technical 
Institute. GEORGE WESLEY GILLIE ’51 of  High 
Point died Feb. 19. A WW II Navy veteran, he taught 
and coached at High Point Central High School. After 
teaching, he worked in insurance until retirement. 
MARGARET ANN “PEGGY” GRIFFIN ’58 ’60 
of  Columbia died Nov. 27. She taught music in North 
Carolina, Arizona and Maryland. After retirement, she 
was a reporter for The Coastland Times and The Scuppernong 
Reminder and was active on many boards and committees 
in Columbia and Tyrell County. CHARLES 
HERBERT “HERB” JOHNSON ’50 of  Roanoke, 
Va., died Dec. 19. A Navy and Army veteran, he served 
in both WW II and the korean conflict. He worked 
for General Motors Acceptance Corp. for 31 years. 
After retirement, he was president of  Herb Johnson 
Buick. RALPH EMERSON “SONNY” MILLS 
JR. of  Dover, Del., died Dec. 13. After graduating in 
1959, he began his career as an accountant, but after 
purchasing his first business in 1975, The Liquor 
Locker in Dover, he went on to own several other 
businesses during his career. DEWEY T. OAKLEY 
JR. ’56 of  Colonial Heights, Va., died Feb. 8. He 
was the head of  vocational education for many years 
and ended his career in Henrico County. In 1991, 
he was awarded the National Educator of  the Year. 
WALLACE BURTON ROBINSON ’54 of  Suffolk, 
Va., died Jan. 4. An Army veteran, he played football 
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at ECU. He was retired as a sales representative for R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co.

1960s

REBA BATTEN BONE ’64 ’80 of  Rocky Mount 
died Jan. 26. A lifelong educator, she was a teacher, 
assistant principal and principal for more than 35 
years, first in Cary and later in Rocky Mount schools. 
She sang in the Rocky Mount-based a cappella 
ensemble “Sounds of  Gold.” CHESLEY JAMES 
BROWNE ’60 of  Yorktown, Va., died Jan. 8. A 
football player at ECU, he taught and coached at 
Newport News High School. Later, he was supervisor 
and assistant general agent for John Hancock Life 
Insurance Co., CA Swanson Hornsby General Agency, 
Newport News, Va. For years, he was a leading agent 
for both Newport News and Norfolk John Hancock 
Agencies, and was a life and participating member of  
the Million Dollar Round Table. DORIS CLAIRE 
BARBEE DUPONT ’61 of  Plant City, Fla., died 
Feb. 6. She taught in Florida schools for 31 years. 
MARIAN TURNER EURE ’60 of  The Villages, 
Fla., died Jan. 3. She was a retired teacher from the 
Virginia Beach public school system. RICHARD L. 

“DICK” GALLIMORE SR. ’65 of  High Point died 
Feb. 1. He worked for 3M Co. for 33 years as sales 
representative, technical service specialist and area sales 
manager. After retirement, he was a courtesy driver 
for Greensboro’s Autobahn Garage and Bob Neil 
Mercedes-Benz. MARY WILLIAMS GARRIS ’68 
of  Goldsboro died Jan. 21. She retired from Wayne 
County Public Schools with 32 years of  service and 
continued as a tutor until age 80. Maj. BEN G. 
IRONS USAF ’62 of  Santa Cruz, Calif., died Dec. 
27. In 1938, he enlisted in the U.S. Army, and then 
transferred to the Army Air Corps where he trained as 
a bombardier. His B-17 was shot down over Germany 
in July 1943, and he spent nearly two years as a 
prisoner of  war. The most difficult part of  his POW 
experience occurred during the forced evacuation from 
Sagan, Germany, ahead of  the advancing Russian Army 
and subsequent “March” to Moosburg, Germany, 
during the brutal winter of  1945. He received a 
Purple Heart for injuries when he was shot down. He 
continued to fly during his career in the Air Force and 
spent the final years in the Strategic Air Command as 
a navigator on B-47s. His second career was with the 
Social Security Administration from 1962 until 1986. 

He worked the final 20 years in Santa Cruz, Calif. 
LELIA CAROLE MCCAIN LEWIS ’63 of  Waxhaw 
died Jan. 19. She taught sixth grade at Brunson 
Elementary School in Winston-Salem and third and 
sixth grades at Wesley Chapel Elementary School 
and East Union Middle School in Union County. 
MALCOLM HUGH “MACK” MAXWELL ’64 of  
Ayden died Jan. 14. A retired quality control specialist 
with the N.C. Vocational Rehabilitation Services, 
he helped organize the Eastern Carolina Diabetes 
Association, the Ayden kiwanis Club and served on 
the Ayden Board of  Commissioners. Dr. HILDA 
FAYE OWENS ’60 ’65 of  Wilson died Feb. 6. An 
educator for more than 40 years, she began teaching 
in the New Bern school system. Later she was dean 
of  students at Mount Olive College, graduate intern 
for the Florida State Board of  Higher Education, 
assistant professor at the University of  South Carolina 
and vice president of  academic affairs at Spartanburg 
Methodist College. She retired from Excel Resources 
as a consultant, trainer and mentor in management 
and organizational development for businesses and 
institutions in the South Carolina area. JOSEPH 
STANCIL “SHORTY” PADGETT ’65 of  Roanoke 

Gift Your Home Now and Stay in It for Life
A retained life estate is a gift plan that allows you to donate your home, vacation home, 
or farm to one of  the ECU foundations while retaining the right to live in it for the rest 
of  your life and/or a term of  years. If  you decide to vacate your property, you may rent 
all or part of  it or sell the property in cooperation with the ECU Real Estate Foundation 
Inc. When your retained life estate ends, the ECU foundation of  your choice can use your 
property or the proceeds from the sale of  your property for the purpose you designate.
E X A M P L E : 

If  you irrevocably transfer your property with a value of  $250,000 and a cost basis of  $50,000, to 
ECU Real Estate Foundation Inc., and the right to live in it is retained for an individual, age 60: 

•	You	qualify	for	a	federal	income	tax	deduction	of 	approximately	$113,154.	Your	deduction	may	
vary depending on the timing of  your gift. Deductions for this and other gifts of  long-term 
appreciated	property	will	be	limited	to	30	percent	of 	your	adjusted	gross	income.	You	may	take	
unused	deductions	of 	this	kind	over	the	next	five	years,	subject	to	the	same	30	percent	limitation.		

•	Your	estate	may	enjoy	reduced	probate	costs	and	estate	taxes.	

•	The	residence	sale	price	after	the	donor’s	lifetime	will	fund	a	project	of 	your	choice	at	the	East	
Carolina University Foundation Inc., East Carolina Medical & Health Sciences Foundation Inc., 
or the East Carolina Educational Foundation Inc. (Pirate Club).  

For more information regarding planned giving instruments, please contact Greg Abeyounis, 
assistant vice chancellor for development, at 252-328-9573 or e-mail at abeyounisg@ecu.edu 
or visit www.ecu.edu/plannedgiving.
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Rapids died Nov. 27. He was a teacher and principal 
in the Hampton City (Va.) Schools for six years before 
becoming the assistant superintendent in the Fluvanna, 
Prince William and Loudoun County Schools. After 
retirement from the Loudoun County Schools, he 
was director of  policy services for the Virginia School 
Boards Association for two years. BARBARA ANN 
WEEKS STANLEY ’65 of  Hubert died Nov. 20. 
She taught in Swansboro for five years, worked in 
the family business and later worked for S&H Feed 
and Garden Supply for 25 years. ROGER LYNN 
STEPHENS ’66 of  Loudon, Tenn., died Feb. 20. 
He was the director of  the School of  Music at the 
University of  Tennessee. In 2006, he was honored as 
the ECU School of  Music’s Distinguished Alumnus. 
In addition to serving on the faculties of  several 
universities, he had a career singing and directing 
professionally throughout the U.S. A. THOMAS 
“TOM” STOTT III ’63 of  Wilson died Dec. 11. He 
worked for the Wilson County Schools for 49 years, 
including being inaugural principal of  Vinson Bynum 
School and principal at Ralph L. Fike High School 
for 16 years. DOROTHY WORTHINGTON 
WALKER ’60 of  Greenville died Dec. 13. She 
taught elementary school at Arnold Heights at March 
Air Force Base, and Cloverdale Elementary, both 
in Moreno Valley, Calif. In 2003 she moved back 
to North Carolina to enjoy her retirement. JEAN 
CANDACE “CANDY” WHITEHEAD ’65 of  
Southbury, Conn., died Nov. 29. She taught school 
and was active in local politics. CAROLYN PATE 
WILLIAMS ’61 of  Franklin, Va., died Dec. 10. She 
was retired from the Southampton County Public 
School system and was a former teacher in Suffolk and 
Holland, Va. She taught piano lessons in her home 
for many years and played the organ for High Street 
United Methodist Church and Sedley Baptist Church. 
CLARA PEEL WILLIAMS ’62 of  Greenville died 
Feb. 5. She was an educator and school administrator. 
When she and her husband returned to Greenville in 
1979, she began the Greenville Women’s Aglow and 
served as its first president. She was a licensed minister 
of  the N.C. Conference of  the Pentecostal Holiness 
Church.

1970s

FRED L. BROOKS JR. ’73 ’76 of  Greenville died 
Nov. 20. A painter, his work was shown locally and 
regionally and won many awards. He also worked in 
specialty house painting (including murals), color 
matching in the screen printing industry and driving 
for Car Quest. HORACE BAXTER COWELL 
II ’70 of  Washington died Feb. 3. A sergeant in the 
Army from 1955-1957, he worked with R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co. and was involved with the family business, 
Pamlico Chemical Co. He taught in the Washington 
City Schools and was a guidance counselor at the 
former P.S. Jones Junior High School. In 1988, he 
retired from the school system. For 43 years, he was a 
commissioner with the Washington Park Town Board, 
coached Little League, announced athletic games at 

P.S. Jones, was a supporter of  the WHS wrestling team 
and booster club member. BURLON A. GAULT ’79 
of  Smyrna, Ga., died Jan. 1. He was the administrator 
at St. Anne’s Terrace Retirement Community for 
21 years. HOPE CANNON MITCHELL ’71 of  
Columbia, S.C., died Dec. 24. For many years, she was 
the Christian education director for Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Portland, Me., and worked seasonally for 
LL Bean of  Freeport, Me. JAMES PAPPAS of  Joplin, 
Mo., died Dec. 13, 2009. After a career in the U.S. 
Marines from which he retired in 1975 after four 
tours of  duty in Vietnam, he earned a bachelor’s at 
ECU, a master’s at Central Michigan University and 
two doctorates from the University of  Missouri. He 
worked for the Vocational Industrial Clubs of  America 
for the state of  kansas based out of  Pittsburg State 
University until retiring in 1999. STELLA JEAN 
PEARMAN ’76 of  Goldsboro died Feb. 1. She was 
retired as a social worker at Cherry Hospital. JIMART 
LEE RHINEHART ’73 of  Wilmington died Jan. 24. 
A member of  the N.C. Bar Association, he practiced 
law in Wilmington until retiring in 2006. He was 
a board member of  The Friends of  the Battleship 
North Carolina in Wilmington and an active member 
of  the British Motor Club of  the Cape Fear and the 
North Carolina Region of  the Sports Car Club of  
America. THOMAS D. SUTTON ’76, CMSgt. 
(USAF retired), of  Goldsboro died Jan. 25. His 
military service was spent working on Air Defense 
fighter planes, including the P-61, P-82, F-94 and 
the F-102 throughout the country and overseas. After 
retiring from the USAF in 1966 and graduating from 
ECU, he taught in the business department of  Wayne 
Community College for 14 years. In 1987, he and his 
wife, Carol, incorporated HV Processors as an animal 
tissue supply business, specializing in harvesting, 
preparing and shipping pig hearts to doctors for valve 
replacement training and pig heart valves to research, 
training and manufacturing facilities all over the world. 
PAULETTE BRYANT TAYLOR ’70 of  Dunn died 
Jan. 27. She taught elementary school in the Dunn area 
schools, teaching last at Harnett Primary for more than 
23 years.

1980s

ROBERT KEMP EDWARDS ’88 of  Raleigh died 
January 2011. He was the supervisor of  recreation at 
the Federal Correction Complex in Butner. FRED 
TYSON GAYLOR ’85 of  Burgaw died Feb. 10. 
He taught art at Cape Fear Community Collage. 
He did floral design at A Christmas House in 
Hendersonville and later at Hanford Creations in 
Charlotte. He also painted and designed artwork for 
publishing companies. ARNOLD E. GREENE ’80 
’84 of  Greenville died Feb 8. He worked in various 
supermarkets in Greenville. Dr. GERALDINE N. 
“GERRY” JORDAN ’84 of  Casa Grande, Ariz., died 
Dec. 7. In 1988 she retired after heading a community 
college consortium for nine years and establishing a 
BS in nursing program at Wingate College. She was a 
weather observer in the Air Force, serving at Walker 

Air Force Base in Roswell, N.M., and Andrews Air 
Force Base in Maryland and was honorably discharged 
in 1952. MICHAEL PATRICK MCCAFFREY 
’89 of  Trent Woods died Feb. 7. A Navy veteran, he 
enjoyed playing the guitar. JILL ADAMS MORRIS 
’81 ’89 of  kitty Hawk died Dec. 1. She taught 
English for 20 years to middle school and high school 
students at Ridgecroft Academy, Manteo High School, 
Currituck Middle School and First Flight Middle 
School. TAMI LYNN BOONE PROCTOR ’82 of  
Rocky Mount died Jan. 21. She taught high school 
and special education for Nash-Rocky Mount Public 
Schools. JANET MOORE WATERS ’83 of  Bath 
died Nov. 23. She was a CPA first at Pittard, Perry and 
Crone and later at keech & Company in Washington, 
where she was a partner. 

1990s

SOPHIA FEARING BRYANT ’93 of  Winterville 
died Jan. 7. She was a school counselor with Pitt 
County Schools. RHONDA ELAINE WOOTEN 
CHADWELL ’92 of  Winston-Salem died Jan. 23. 
She was a cancer researcher at Wake Forest University 
Medical Center. CYNTHIA “CINDY” WILLIS 
KREAGER ’93 of  Sea Level died Dec. 25. She 
was a board member at Atlantic Elementary School 
Parent Teacher Organization, a den leader and board 
member for Down East Cub Scout Troop 252 
and a camp counselor for Croatan Trails cub day 
camp. LINDA KAYE HINNANT KURNEY ’94 
of  Wilson died Jan. 18. She was a school teacher. 
MELVIN EDWARD LANG ’95 of  Ayden died Feb. 
3. He served in the Army and later worked for The 
Associated Press and retired from The Daily Reflector 
in Greenville. After retiring, he taught journalism at 
ECU. EUGENE SMITH JR. ’96 of  Greenville died 
Feb. 4. He was a tight end who was a member of  the 
ECU football program in 1990 and 1991. ANGELA 
DAWN TOUCHET ’93 of  Goldsboro died Nov 25. 
She worked in intelligence for the Air Force.

2000s

NATHAN WILLIAM BLACK ’03 of  Murrells 
Inlet, S.C., died Jan. 21. He worked at Home Health 
specializing in geriatric rehabilitation. SAMANTHA 
JEAN SMITH FOX ’04 died Dec. 15. She worked in 
information technology for WebSource and Regency 
Office Products. PAULA KATHLEEN GRANT 
WOOLARD ’03 of  kinston died Jan. 11. She was 
a teller supervisor with the State Employees Credit 
Union.

FACULTY
EDGAR LOESSIN, the founding chair of  the ECU 
theater program for whom the Playhouse and Summer 
Theatre are named, died April 22 in Norfolk, Va. He 
was 82. Since retiring in 1991, Loessin had served 
as arts critic for public radio station WHRO-FM 
Hampton Roads. Loessin already was a successful stage 
director in New York when he came to East Carolina 

in MeMoriaM
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in 1961. Two years later he was named head of  the 
new theater program, which he led for the next 28 
years. A native of  Texas, Loessin received a degree in 
drama from UNC-Chapel Hill, then earned a master’s 
degree in directing from the Yale School of  Drama. 

Dr. MARK M. BRINSON of  Greenville died Jan. 
3. He came to ECU in 1973 and taught ecology and 
biology courses and published widely. He announced 
his retirement last fall. A technical consultant to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Smithsonian Institute, he 
also served as president of  the Society of  Wetland 
Scientists. His many honors and awards included 
the Thomas Harriot College of  Arts and Sciences 
Distinguished Professorship, ECU’s Board of  Trustees 
Lifetime Achievement Award, a National Wetlands 
Award for Science Research cosponsored by the 
Environmental Law Institute and the Environmental 
Protection Agency and a Fellowship of  the Society of  
Wetland Scientists.

Dr. ANNE ELIZABETH KELLOGG of  
Greenville died Jan. 23. A physician and researcher 
in the pathology department at ECU’s Brody 
School of  Medicine from 1993 until her death, 
she invented and patented a number of  antibodies, 
some of  which are being tested in a novel approach 

to fighting various forms of  cancers.

Dr. MALLIE MAE BENNETT PENRY of  
Reedville, Va., died Dec. 25. She taught at the School 
of  Medicine from 1967 to 1986, retiring as an 
associate professor emerita.

Dr. LEON ELVIN JOHNSON of  Columbia, Mo., 
died Dec. 21. A WWII veteran, he taught physical 
education at ECU from 1967 to 1971 before moving 
to the faculty at the University of  Missouri. A retired 
professor emeritus from that university’s Department 
of  Health and Physical Education, he developed a 
graduate program to train educators to teach physical 
education to children with mental and physical 
disabilities.

Col. GEORGE C. MARTIN JR. of  Greenville died 
Dec. 6 at 101. A U.S. Army veteran, he retired from 
ECU as professor emeritus after teaching in the 
geography department from 1948 to 1975.

LOUISE WOOD BRIMLEY of  Colfax died Jan. 13 
at 100. She was the widow of  Dr. Ralph Brimley, who 
taught in the School of  Education from 1957 to 1973.

STAFF
ELIZABETH “BETH” MCDOWELL EVERETT 

of  Greenville died Dec. 19. She worked for the Pirate 
Club and later in the ECU Athletic Ticket office.

RICKY RAY STANCIL of  Winterville died Dec. 11. 
He was an electrician at ECU and later self-employed 
as the owner of  Life Cycles.

FRIENDS
MORRIS BRODY, the Greenville retailer whose 
family championed the growth of  ECU’s medical 
school, died Jan. 28 at 92. A co-owner of  Brody’s 
Department Stores, he later became a tireless advocate 
for ECU, the City of  Greenville and eastern North 
Carolina. His and his brothers’ financial contributions 
to ECU launched the effort to secure and later build 
the School of  Medicine, which was later named the 
Brody School of  Medicine.

HAYWOOD MERCER “H. M.” POYTHRESS 
of  Goldsboro died Feb. 11. An entrepreneur in the 
restaurant business, he opened Pizza Inns and several 
other restaurants in eastern N.C. He helped form the 
DFI Family of  Friends, an annual golf  tournament 
helping to fund scholarships for the ECU Department 
of  Hospitality. In 2008, ECU presented him with the 
ECU Hospitality Legacy Award.

EVERY PIRATEIt takes EVERY PIRATE for East Carolina to reach new heights.

Your membership in the Alumni Association helps support Alumni 
Scholarships, which help to retain deserving ECU undergraduates 
who excel in the classroom and serve the community. These students 
walk the same grounds you did…sit in the same classrooms you once 
sat in…and proudly proclaim their Pirate heritage as loudly as you do!

Become a member today. Impact students tomorrow.

800-ECU-GRAD 
PirateAlumni.com/jointoday

VIsIt PIratealumnI.com/eVeryPIrate to 
see why each of these students loVes ecu.

“I could always see myself in the PURPLE and GOLD! I am a Pirate for life.”

Tim Willis ’12
Business major

Raleigh, NC
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“We are not here to destroy the old and accept only the new, but to build upon the past…”

—robert h. wright, nov. 12, 1909
from his inaugural address and installation as east Carolina’s first president

UPon The PasT

In the early 1960s when East Carolina 
aspired to join the NCAA and play big-
time college sports, the school knew it 
needed two things. It had to find a great 
football coach. But to lure such talent 
the school would need an impressive new 
football stadium. President Leo Jenkins 
wanted to build that stadium in a hurry, 
so he put the arm on Greenville’s business 
community to raise the money. Pepsi 
bottler Jack Minges and insurance executive 

Waightsill H. “Booger” Scales agreed to 
lead the fundraising effort. In a single week, 
they raised $215,000, an amount that 
translates into more than $1.5 million in 
today’s dollars. That show of  commitment 
brought Clarence Stasvich and his vaunted 
single-wing offense to campus. To thank 
the men whose names later would grace 
Minges Coliseum and Scales Field House, 
President Leo Jenkins treated them to 
dinner at the Copacabana Club in New York 

City in October 1963. Playing in the new 
Ficklen Stadium they helped build, Coach 
Stas’ teams reeled off three consecutive 9–1 
seasons and earned trips to three consecutive 
bowl games in what is now considered the 
golden age of  East Carolina sports.

Nearly half a century later, the surviving 

children of Coach stas have donated his 

library and memorabilia to the school.  
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A new entrance welcomes athletes and visitors to the Olympic sports Complex from Charles Boulevard. Photograph by Jay Clark
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