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Changing 
lives with art



viewfinder

A  b L u r  i n  P i n K
the pink items that Justin Hardy wore 
for the Homecoming game against 
Memphis made him look like a blur 
when he turned a routine pass play  
into a 67-yard dash into the end zone. 
His performance raised awareness for 

breast cancer and got the attention 
of the biletnikoff Award selection 
committee. the eCu sophomore was 
one of four players nationally added 
to the watch list for the award given to 
the nation’s top wide receiver.

Photograph by Jay Clark
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 16 C h a n g i n g  l i v e s  w i T h  a r T
By Jeannine Manning Hutson  Theatre Arts professor Patch 
Clark lives in a world of  puppets, play and pure fun. Her 
work educating future teachers and working with children 
has taken her around the world, including three weeks 
in Iraq this summer. “The basis of  arts education is the 
development of  creative and critical thinking skills,” she says. 

 26 h e r  d e B T  o f  g r aT i T U d e
By Jessica Creson Nottingham ’06 ’08  Dr. Leslie Smith 
shows uncommon empathy caring for her patients in rural 
Appalachia, who sometimes leave her office with grocery 
store gift cards. She says she’s just repaying the kindnesses 
that saved her life by living the Brody mission.

 32 
C U T  h e r e ,  i n v e s T  T h e r e
By Kathryn Kennedy  Learning to live with reduced state 
funding, ECU tightens its academic belt but identifies 
degrees that promise future growth.

 36 aChieveMenT,  BUT no sPoTlighT

By Justin Boulmay  Student athletes competing on non-
revenue sports teams, like Christiane Cordero, the soccer 
team goalie, are training for rewards that come after college. 
“There are so many things that you learn from the game 
that are applicable to other areas of  life, and it’s always 
a good feeling knowing you’re part of  something much 
bigger than yourself,” she says.
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Our past, so very present today
One of  my favorite tasks as editor is choosing the stories for the Upon 
the Past page and the Timeline feature. Telling these charming stories 
from the early years of  the school is made easier because over the decades 
thousands of  historic documents and photographs were saved, preserved 
and—as a result of  recent work—digitized.

I’m no longer surprised when I inquire about a photo from 75 or 100 
years ago, and a digital copy appears in my inbox the next day. Such was 
the case with the Upon the Past feature in this issue, an account of  a 
May 6, 1916, class trip to Raleigh to tour the Capitol. Senior Lizzie 
Stewart ’17 wrote an account of  her observations of  the state House of  
Representatives for a story published in the summer 1916 issue of  the 
Training School Quarterly. Turn to page 60 to read her hilarious account, 
written with a comedic touch that would make Mark Twain proud.

Could there possibly still exist a photograph of  such a mundane event 
from 96 years ago? I emailed Arthur Carlson ’07 ’11, a university 
archivist and a good friend of  East, almost embarrassed to ask for his 
help. This obviously was a tough one because it took him three days to 
find the photo, capture a high-resolution digital image of  it, and email 
it to me. It’s striking to look into the faces of  those students. Dressed in 
Sunday best, they look happy, eager to get on with life. Within the year 
World War I would erupt, bringing on food rationing so severe that East 
Carolina students had to grow crops and raise hogs to have enough to eat.

Which leads me to share with you an epilogue from a story in the last 
issue of  East about how five students in 1978 forced East Carolina to 
embrace gender equity in sports, as required by the then-new Title IX law. 
When I interviewed the ringleader of  that protest, Debra Newby ’79, I 
was surprised that she could recall specific events down to the date and 
hour. Turns out she didn’t have a photographic memory; she had taken 
meticulous notes of  events, such as the time she arrived for a meeting 
with President Leo Jenkins and saw him hightailing it out the back door. 
It was all in a shoebox she had kept.

That trove of  documents, the kind historians prize as primary source 
material, now resides in University Archives. Perhaps a century from 
now that chapter in ECU history will become the subject of  scholarly 
research—or attract the passing interest of  a writer—and it will all be 
there, digitized and easily available.

Thanks, Debra. You’re helping pay it forward.

froM The ediTor

VOLUME 11, NUMBER 2 

East is published four times a year by 
East Carolina University.

h

EDITOR
Steve tuttle ’09 

252-328-2068 / tuttles@ecu .edu

ART DIRECTOR/DESIGNER
brent burch

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jay Clark, Cliff Hollis

COPY EDITORS
Jimmy rostar ’94, Spaine Stephens

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Crystal baity, Justin boulmay,  

Doug boyd ’99, Jeannine Manning Hutson,  
Melanie Jock, Kathryn Kennedy,  

Jessica Creson nottingham ’06 ’08,  
Spaine Stephens 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Forrest Croce, Doug Smith ’00 ’07

CLASS NOTES EDITOR
Joanne Kollar 

ecuclassnotes@ecu .edu

ADMINISTRATION
Judy Currin ’82

h

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Of COMMUNICATION, 
PUBLIC AffAIRS AND MARkETING

Mary Schulken ’79

East Carolina University is a constituent institution of 
The University of North Carolina. It is a public doctoral/ 
research intensive university offering baccalaureate, master’s, 

specialist and doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, sciences 
and professional fields, including medicine. Dedicated to the 

achievement of excellence, responsible stewardship of the  
public trust and academic freedom, ECU values the  

contributions of a diverse community, supports shared  
governance and guarantees equality of opportunity.

©2013 by East Carolina University

Printed by RR Donnelley

U .P . 13-114  66,500 copies of this public document  
were printed at a cost of $26,896 or $ .40 per copy .

Eastw
in

t
e

r
 2

0
13



My ProuDeSt ACCoMPLiSHMent

Thank you for the stellar investigative 
work and reporting on the Title IX articles 
and features (in the fall cover story). The 
Title IX fight was one of  the proudest 
accomplishments of  my life. Thanks for 
paying tribute to such an exciting time.

—Debra Newby ’79, Santa Rosa, Calif.

Editor’s note: Newby was one of five students 
who led the Title IX fight on campus. The article 
noted that one of them, Jill Vaughn Lunney, had 
died in 2004. Newby writes: “With a little bit of 
work I found Jill’s husband and two kids in Wisconsin. 
I sent them the article and copies of pictures of Jill. 
They were very touched that their wife/mother had 
such an influence.” 

HonorS CoLLege wAntS MeMorieS

In 1978, Dr. David 
Sanders (left) became the 
first director of ECU’s 
Honors Program. And 
what began as a blend of 
eclectic but challenging 
cross-disciplinary 
courses has grown 
into East Carolina’s 

internationally respected Honors College.

Many of its graduates are leaders and scientists, 
writers and artisans, teachers and healers. To 
create a clearer picture of the history of the 
program as it nears its 35th anniversary, the 
Honors College is asking alumni and faculty 
to share their memories. Did you take honors 
classes? Who inspired you? What challenged you? 
What changed you?  When were you part of the 
program? What are you doing now?
Please send your memories and photographs to:

Cheryl dudasik-wiggs

department of english, Bate 2140

Mail stop 555

east Carolina University

greenville, nC 27858

or email her at dudasikwiggsc@ecu .edu

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author  
Rick Atkinson ’74 sent in this note describing  
his experience with the Honors Program:

froM oUr readers

read East online at  
www.ecu.edu/east

How do i subscribe?

Send a check to the eCu Foundation. 
how much is up to you, but we suggest 
a minimum of $25 . your generosity is 
appreciated . 
n 252-328-9550
n www .ecu .edu/devt 
n give2ecu@ecu .edu

Join the Alumni Association and receive 
a subscription as well as other benefits 
and services . Minimum dues are $35 . 
n 1-800-eCU-grad
n www .piratealumni .com
n alumni@Piratealumni .com

Join the Pirate Club and get the magazine 
as well as other benefits appreciated by 
sports fans . Minimum dues are $100 .
n 252-328-4540 
n www .ecupirateclub .com
n contact@ecupirateclub .com

Contact us
n 252-328-2068
n easteditor@ecu .edu
n www .ecu .edu/east

Customer Service
To start or stop a subscription,  
or to let us know about a change of 
address, please contact lisa gurkin, 
gurkinl@ecu .edu or 252-328-9561

Send letters to the editor to
easteditor@ecu .edu or
howard house
Mail stop 107
east Carolina University 
greenville, n .C . 27858-4353

Send class notes to
ecuclassnotes@ecu .edu 
or use the form on page 53
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wHAt tHe HonorS ProgrAM  
DiD For Me

I arrived in Greenville as a 17-year-old 
freshman the fall of  1970 with only 
the vaguest notion of  what I wanted to 
study and what I wanted to do in life. 
I had long planned to go to the U.S. 
Military Academy and I had received 
a congressional appointment. Not 
until the spring of  my senior year did 
I seriously contemplate what it meant 
to go to a school where all graduates 
were engineering majors; all graduates 
owed the U.S. Army five years of  service 
after four years at West Point; and all 
graduates were male.

East Carolina offered an alternative, 
with a generous scholarship, and the 
nascent ECU Honors Program offered 
a vision of  a liberal arts life with very 
broad horizons. I chose to major in 
English and had the great good fortune 
to have Professor David Sanders as a 
teacher, mentor, and friend. He was 
wise, learned, and witty; he had a love 
of  literature that was incandescent and 
contagious. He and others led me to 
believe that I had a talent for writing, 
and that perhaps I might even make a 
living at it. forty years later I remain 
deeply imprinted by the program and 
the caring teachers who helped me to 
find my pole star.



Living-learning groups grow

Jarvis Residence Hall may be the oldest 
housing available for students at ECU, 
but it plays host to a new and increasingly 
popular college experience. Opened in 
1909, Jarvis Hall is housing more than 100 
students this fall who are participating in 
the Jarvis Leadership Program. It is one of  
nine current living-learning communities 
on campus since the first such programs 
launched in 2009.

Living-learning communities evolved from 
theme housing, said Janet Johnson, associate 
director for Residence Life. But they are 
distinct in that students in living-learning 
settings must take two courses together in the 
residence hall. Some are major-based—like 
music and the new College of  Business living-
learning communities—while others, like 
Jarvis, stretch across academic disciplines.

More than 380 ECU students are part 
of  living-learning communities this fall. 
Students must apply for admittance, but 
there are numerous benefits associated with 
the model, Johnson said. “It’s kind of  like 
having family support,” she said. “Studies 
show students (in these communities) are 
better engaged, better with time management, 
and faculty and staff can come in and interact 
with them. It gets them involved.”

Three living-learning communities are new 
this year. Among them is the future Pirate 
Nurse Living and Learning Village, where 
27 intended nursing majors are living in 
Umstead Residence Hall.

Students typically apply to the College of  
Nursing in their sophomore year and begin 
as juniors, said Dr. Janice Neil, associate 
professor and chair of  the undergraduate 
nursing science junior division in the College 

of  Nursing. Living in the village does not 
guarantee admission, but the environment 
will provide encouragement, support and 
enrichment activities toward the pursuit of  
a nursing degree, Neil said. Many of  the 
students will take prerequisite classes together.

“It will give people insight into what nursing 
is before they apply,” Neil said. “We’re going 
to include them in many of  the College of  
Nursing activities and have them interact with 
our students. One of  our goals is to produce 
a diverse group of  intended nursing majors.”

Also living in Umstead are 65 students 
participating in the Engineering Learning 
Community, which faculty members 
agree could lead to collaborative research 
opportunities between the two groups. The 
engineering and nursing programs are among 
the most rigorous on campus, said karen 
De Urquidi, coordinator of  advising and 

The eCU rePorT
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Dr. Ledlard ross ’51 (left) watches as Dr. nisha ganaesh demonstrates how to perform a dental filling during a tour of ross Hall after the 
oct. 12 dedication ceremony for the home of eCu’s new dental school. ross donated $4 million toward the building.
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retention in the Department of  Engineering.

“These are people who really need to study,” 
De Urquidi said. “We want to make it an 
atmosphere where they can be serious about 
their studies and get the sleep they need.”

De Urquidi said students living in the 
community earned higher GPAs in 
past years. And it’s convenient, students 
said. “I love being just across the street 
from classes, as well as being in between 
dining halls,” said rising sophomore Curren 
Blake, an engineering major from Surf  
City. “Having the engineering students live 
together made forming study groups and 
asking questions quick and easy.”

Housed in Garrett Residence Hall, the 
Wellness Living Learning program is geared 
toward students who have an interest in 
healthy living. The students are ambassadors 
for healthy living, and take a health risk 
assessment as part of  a behavior modification 
project that they choose, from getting more 
sleep to eating better or exercising more.

“We take it a step beyond and teach them 
how to give back to the community,” said 
Tywanna Purkett, assistant director of  campus 
wellness and co-creator of  the program. 
“We are empowering them to make smart 
decisions about their health and wellness.”

Those already in the program will mentor 
freshmen in Garrett Hall, where about 40 
students in the wellness community are 
housed. Students in the Honors College and 
new Bio Living-Learning Community also 
live in Garrett.

“I think it’s good for students to have 
another student to connect to, especially 
when they first get here,” Purkett said.

Johnson said that’s the goal of  all living-
learning communities, and of  housing at 
ECU. “Our intent is for them to feel like 
this university is home now,” she said.  
“It’s a more welcoming environment.”

—Crystal Baity and Kathryn Kennedy

enrollment down a bit

A preliminary count shows close to 27,000 
students enrolled this fall at ECU, officials 
said. The total of  26,933 is down about 
2 percent from a year ago at 27,386, John 
fletcher, associate provost of  enrollment 
services, reported to members of  the ECU 
Board of  Trustees during its September 
meeting.

Undergraduate enrollment is at 21,248, 
down more than 1 percent from 21,589 last 
fall. A total of  5,223 graduate students are 
enrolled, also down slightly from 5,437 last 
year. The Brody School of  Medicine had a 
slight increase with 319 students this year 
compared to 308 last fall. The School of  
Dental Medicine’s second class added another 
52 students with enrollment now at 104. 

Board members also got a snapshot of  ECU’s 
freshman class. A total of  4,014 enrolled out 

of  9,659 accepted and 15,536 applications 
received. Of those enrolled, 3,334 students 
or 83 percent are in-state and about 17 
percent are out-of-state. The average SAT 
score was 1,050 and the average high school 
GPA for entering freshmen was 3.66.

A total of  1,419 transfer students enrolled 
this fall at ECU.   

Official enrollment figures were expected by 
mid-November after review by the UNC 
Board of  Governors.

—Crystal Baity

Chadwick named dean

Gregory Chadwick 
was named 
permanent dean of  
the ECU School of  
Dental Medicine.

 “Dr. Chadwick 
has been a major 
force behind the 
School of  Dental 
Medicine, so this 

appointment is richly deserved,” said ECU 
Chancellor Steve Ballard. “More than any 
other single person, Dr. Chadwick saw 
the necessity and the value of creating a 
statewide dental school with 10 service 
learning centers. This is a national model for 
serving underserved populations.”

Chadwick came to ECU in 2005 to lead the 
effort to obtain approval from the University 
of  North Carolina system and the state 
Legislature, as well as funding, to establish 
the school. He served from 2008-2011 as 
associate dean for planning and extramural 
affairs as the school began hiring faculty and 
staff and admitted its first class. Since August 
of  last year, he has served as interim dean.

 “I’m extremely pleased and honored with 
the appointment and the opportunity 
to work with our great faculty, staff and 
students,” Chadwick said.
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Family tradition lives on

Garrett Hall has changed in the 30 years since 
Carla Manning Lilley ’79 ’82 lived in the 
same room that her daughter, ECU freshman 
Ashton Lilley, moved into at the start of  fall 
semester. But the sink is still there. 

Carla Lilley of  Williamston lived in Garrett 
as an undergraduate child development and 
family relations major from 1975 until 1979 
and stayed as a graduate student another year 
in what was then an all-female residence hall. 
It’s now coed. 

She immediately noticed some changes 
to the third-floor room: air conditioning, 
carpet, furniture and the doors that had been 
removed from the closets. But the sink and 
mirrored vanity were still in a familiar spot. 
“This is the sterling feature of  this room,” 
Lilley said. “Not many had a sink with 
running water in a dorm room.” 

Lilley and her first roommate, Carol 
Tice, now Carol Tice Bazemore ’79 from 
Williamston, set up a full kitchen and often 
cooked large meals to share with friends, 
which made the sink especially helpful for 
preparation and cleanup. “We had two 
refrigerators, two crock pots, two electric 
frying pans, a toaster oven,” Carla said. “It’s a 
wonder we didn’t overload everything.”

Current rules allow only one refrigerator 
and no electric frying pans. Toaster ovens 
are still okay.

During Lilley’s senior year, her younger sister 
and Ashton’s aunt, Marsha, moved in. “It’s 
just a great place to live,” Lilley said, noting 
the university has more than doubled in size 
since her time on campus. 

Bill McCartney, associate vice chancellor of  
campus living, said it’s only the second time 
in his 32 years in higher education that he’s 

been asked if  an incoming student could live 
in the same room as a family member.

When Lilley asked if  her daughter could live 
in her old dorm room, he wanted to help. 
“Here’s a family with such a rich tradition 
with ECU that we should encourage this 
and allow them to continue this unique trip 
through higher education on our campus,” 
McCartney said.

Carla and Roy Lilley’s son, Taylor, is a senior 
at ECU. He didn’t live in Garrett, but he has 
been a Marching Pirate all four years. They 
have cousins who are Pirates, too.

“I think it’s really cool,” said Ashton Lilley, 
18. “I don’t really know anybody that can say 
they lived in their mom and aunt’s old room.”

The physical layout of  Garrett is the same 
as it was 37 years ago, including stairs but 
no elevator. “The room is not significantly 
different,” McCartney said. Study lounges 
were added on each floor. 

“Those in college in the ’60s and ’70s lived 
in sparse buildings,” he said, adding that a 
sink in the room then was a novelty. “Life 
in a residence hall has gotten significantly 
more comfortable.” 

Among Lilley’s memories was her own move-
in day. “When we showed up, we brought 
buckets of  pale yellow paint, dropcloths, 
the works,” she said. “We painted it top 
to bottom. We had matching curtains, 
comforters and bed skirts. We tried to 
coordinate everything.”

Ashton Lilley, who has worked as a 
lifeguard the past three summers, said 
she and roommate Caroline Whitaker of  
Robersonville talked about some things 
they were bringing in advance, but “we’re 
planning to wing it.” 

Both are interested in the sciences. 
Whitaker plans to major in chemistry, 
and Ashton intends to go on to graduate 
school in physical therapy. Whitaker is the 
daughter of  Mark and Connie Whitaker of  
Robersonville.

—Crystal Baity
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Carla Lilley hugs 
daughter, Ashton
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ross oKs more faculty input in 
planning tomorrow’s university

finding ways to align UNC system resources 
to best meet North Carolina’s workforce 
needs in the coming decade will be a tough 
challenge for an advisory committee that he 
created to update a long-range plan for the 
16 campuses, UNC President Tom Ross told 
the East Carolina University faculty Senate 
during an October visit to campus. 

The UNC Advisory Committee on Strategic 
Directions was created in September by the 
Board of  Governors at Ross’ request. The 
31-member panel is charged with updating 
the system’s current long-range planning 
document, titled UNC Tomorrow, which was 
adopted in 2007. A 1972 state law requires 
the UNC system to update its long-range 
plan every five years.

ECU Chancellor Steve Ballard was named 
to the committee, which has broad 
representation from North Carolina’s higher 
education and business communities. ECU 
professor Catherine Rigsby is the only 
faculty representative on the panel.

Responding to a question from the faculty 
Senate about limited faculty representation 
on the committee, Ross said the strategic 
directions group already was benefiting from a 
wide range of  views. However, after the ECU 
faculty Senate and its counterparts at UNC 
Chapel Hill and UNC Pembroke later passed 
resolutions in support of  greater faculty input 
into revising the system’s long-range plan, 
Ross relented. He authorized creation of  
a faculty Advisory Council to support the 
work of  the larger strategic directions group. 
Rigsby is organizing that group.

Training students for the jobs of  tomorrow 
—positions  he conceded largely don’t exist 
today—will be difficult and the process 
requires a sharp focus on students, he said. 
“We are going to have to improve our 
(graduation) rate if  we are going to produce 
the workforce of  tomorrow,” Ross said. 
“I think it’s a known fact today that things 
are different than in 2007,” notably in 

the state’s ability to adequately fund the 
UNC system, Ross told the faculty Senate. 
Currently, about 60 percent of  UNC system 
students graduate within six years, which is 
above the national average but outside the 
nation’s top five states.

Ross said he will rely on the updated 
plan when discussing the UNC system’s 
funding needs with members of  the General 
Assembly. “We can look at ways, perhaps 
more efficiency ways, to accomplish our goals 
and then go to the General Assembly and ask 
for the resources to accomplish those goals.” 
He said presenting this information to the 
General Assembly is vital because 40 percent 
of  legislators were just elected and have little 
experience with higher education issues.  

Ross wants the long-range planning process to 
be guided by a set of  strategic principles, he 
said. The principles include setting new degree 
attainment goals, strengthening academic 
quality, serving the people of  North Carolina, 

maximizing academic and administrative 
efficiency and maintaining a financially stable 
and accessible university system.

“I’ve seen figures that indicate we will need 
half  a million new degree-holding citizens in 
North Carolina by 2018,” Ross said.

A new policy direction adopted by the 
Board of  Governors links state funding for 
each UNC campus with graduation rates 
and other measures of  student achievement. 
Campuses that don’t achieve expected 
graduation rates will see their enrollments 
curbed or even reduced.

After assessing the state’s future workforce 
needs, the advisory committee will 
recommend degree attainment goals that are 
responsive to workforce needs and changing 
state demographics. Ross said the strategic 
directions committee will present him with a 
consensus recommendation by Jan. 10.

—Steve Tuttle
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the eCu board of Visitors adopted priorities for the year that include university 
engagement, government relations and fundraising. this year’s officers are Steve brown 
’78, chair; terry yeargan ’79, vice chair; and olivia Collier ’02 ’04, secretary. Committee 
chairs are Angela Moss ’97, engagement; Sabrina bengel and brenda Myrick ’92, 
fundraising; and yeargan, legislative advocacy.
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Astronaut encourages action 

“When in doubt, make a fool of  yourself,” 
Dr. Mae Jemison, the first African-American 
woman in space, told an ECU audience this 
fall as a speaker in the Voyages of  Discovery 
Lecture Series. There is “a microscopically 
thin line between being brilliantly creative 
and acting like the most gigantic idiot on 
Earth,” she said. Her advice to the crowd at 
the presentation: “What the hell, leap!”

The physician, dancer and NASA scientist 
orbited the Earth aboard the space shuttle 
Endeavour Sept. 12, 1992. “The first thing I 
saw from space was Chicago, my hometown,” 
she said. “It was such a significant moment 
because since I was a little girl, I had always 
believed I would go into space.”

She emphasized that empowerment means 
people should believe in themselves, 
acknowledge each person’s unique 
contribution and ultimately take the risk to 
make that contribution. Each person shares 
in that responsibility, Jemison said. “Don’t 
let anyone rob you of  your imagination, your 
creativity or your curiosity,” she said.

—Judy Currin

grant expands nursing 
education online

Students in nurse-midwifery, medicine and 
other health-related disciplines at ECU 
will team up in a virtual clinic to improve 
women’s health through a $1.1 million 
federal grant awarded to the College of  
Nursing.

The three-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of  Health and Human 
Services’ Health Resources and Services 
Administration is the largest in the College 
of  Nursing’s history, officials said.

Pamela Reis, 
assistant professor 
of  nurse-
midwifery 
education in the 
College of  
Nursing, is 
project director. 
The project aims 
to improve 
primary care of  

women by expanding an existing web-based 
Virtual Community Clinic Learning 

Environment, a format similar to the popular 
Second Life virtual world. 

The college has operated the virtual clinic 
for six years for nurse practitioner students, 
and will expand its reach by creating case-
based, health care scenarios for nurse-
midwifery and third-year medical students to 
work together to solve, Reis said.

“Much like a simulation laboratory, this 
model presents students with decision-
making opportunities to develop their 
clinical skills in a safe environment,” said 
Sylvia Brown, dean of  the College of  
Nursing. “This project addresses our goals 
to use technology to enhance education.”

A new online course will be developed about 
issues in women’s health in rural communities 
to incorporate the virtual clinic learning 
experiences for health sciences students. 

The grant will help expand a Mini Business 
Institute that teaches skills that students 
need to build a successful health care 
practice. The institute, a joint effort between 
the College of  Nursing and College of  
Business since 2005, will be offered for the 
first time to obstetrics/gynecology and 
family medicine resident physicians, and 
interested students and faculty in the health 
sciences division.

“The health care profession is transforming 
from a discipline-based health care delivery 
model to a team-based model of  care,” 
Reis said. “The vision of  the future is 
collaborative practice.”

ECU offers the only nurse-midwifery 
curriculum in North Carolina.

—Crystal Baity

Protein preserves heart tissue 

Research by an ECU scientist could lead to 
a product that helps preserve heart tissue 
during a heart attack. Dr. Jitka Virag, an 
assistant professor of  physiology at the 
Brody School of  Medicine at ECU, and 
collaborators are working with a protein 
called ephrinA1. 

Dr. Mae Jemison
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The researchers have found that an injection 
of  the protein into a rodent heart at the 
onset of  a myocardial infarction, commonly 
referred to as a heart attack, reduces the 
death of  heart tissue by as much as 50 
percent. Their work was published last year 
in the Journal of Physiology.

“If  it works in the acute and chronic models 
and ultimately reduces the progression of heart 
failure and mortality, I think the potential 
for therapeutic use is great,” Virag said.

She recently received a $75,000 grant from 
the N.C. Biotechnology Center to further 
her research. She hopes that will clarify how 
the protein works to protect heart tissue and 
whether it can be developed into a viable 

therapy for people who have had heart attacks.

Technically, a myocardial infarction is 
caused when the blood supply to the heart 
is blocked, usually by a breakup of  plaque 
inside the artery. At worst, death occurs, but 
in almost all cases, tissue dies, and the heart 
loses part of  its capacity to pump blood.  
If  caught early, damage can be minimized. 
However, clinical therapies now available 
to limit the progression to heart failure are 
geared toward relieving the symptoms, not 
repairing the injury.

Ephrins are a type of  protein known as 
receptor tyrosine kinase ligands that regulate 
certain cellular processes. In particular, the 
ephrinA1 ligand is angiogenic, meaning 

it can create blood vessels. Due to that 
property and others, Virag hypothesized that 
ephrinA1 would help reduce tissue damage. 
It did, but not because of  its angiogenic 
properties. Thus, Virag and her team are now 
working to determine why ephrinA1 works. 

ECU is pursuing a patent on the 
discovery and could eventually work with 
a biotechnology firm or pharmaceutical 
company to commercialize it.

“Although preliminary data from ongoing 
experiments is quite promising, there are 
many questions that remain unanswered, 
and so this is an exciting time for this work,” 
Virag said.

—Doug Boyd

Dr. Jitka Virag
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The eCU rePorT

John Spilman arrives
John B . spilman, a wake 

forest graduate and business 
manager of a college in 
nashville, Tenn ., arrives at 
eCTTs in 1912 to become 
the school’s first full-time 
treasurer . he marries a 
greenville schoolteacher, 
Jonetta webb, who joins 
him as assistant treasurer . 

They are popular on campus 
for helping cash-strapped 

students stay in school; the 
1932 yearbook is dedicated to 

them . The spilmans are pillars of 
town and gown until his death from 

a car wreck on Christmas day 1935 . subsequently she becomes the first 
executive director of the n .C . Mental health association . The university’s 
main administration building was dedicated to John spilman in 1964 .

Football  
on the lawn 
Before dowdy-
ficklen stadium, 
before College 
field, the 
Teachers hosted 
home football 
games on the 
lawn between 
fifth street and 
Main Campus . 
That appears to 
be wahl-Coates 
(now, Messick 
Theatre arts) in 
the background 
of this action 
shot from a  
1937 game .

100   
y e a r s  a g o 75   

y e a r s  a g o

SgA president stresses  
student involvement

Justin Davis never imagined he might one 
day sit at the table with policymakers at 
ECU. In his early days as a Pirate, the Rocky 
Mount native struggled through classes, 
changed his major, attended his fair share 
of  parties and changed his major yet again. 
“I wasn’t engaged, I wasn’t involved,” the 
political science major said.  

But this summer, as ECU’s 2012-13 Student 
Government Association president, he was 
sworn in as a member of  the Board of  
Trustees. “I’m not the cookie cutter college 
student that one might imagine an SGA 
president would be,” Davis said. But the 
struggles he experienced in his early college 
days helped him to realize he needed to 
make some changes. “ECU transformed my 
life, allowing me to be become self-aware…
identifying what I want to do and how I 
want to do it.” he said. 

Davis began to get involved in 2010 when 
he decided to run for SGA treasurer, at 
the urging of  his friend and former SGA 
president Tremayne Smith. He held that 
position for two years. But he said his 
transformation began in earnest when he 
decided to run for student body president 

and even more so after he won the election. 

“I have the opportunity and responsibility 
to represent and advocate for each and every 
student at our great university. This is a 
daunting task,” he said. 

Davis said he wants everyone’s voice to be 
heard, and that means encouraging students 
to get more involved. “Students who aren’t 
engaged really can become engaged…I 
was someone who was not engaged at all,” 
Davis said. “At ECU, you’re either involved 
or you’re not, so we have to find a way 
to bridge that gap between students who 
aren’t involved.”

Davis now has a long list of  campus 
activities, including the Marching Pirates, 
Phi Mu Alpha music fraternity, Phi Gamma 
Delta fraternity, the Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble, New Student Orientation and the 
Volunteer and Service Learning Center. 

The new SGA president also shared his 
excitement about participating on the 
university’s Board of  Trustees. “It’s an honor, 
but more than anything it’s really humbling,” 
he said. Davis said the university motto, “to 
serve,” plays a part in his life. “That’s what 
I feel we are called to do,” he said. “We’re 
called to serve.”

—Melanie Jock

Justin Davis
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Mcneill runs for glory
eCU track star lee Mcneill, a three-
time all-american, teams with Carl 
lewis (whom he had outrun in a 
1985 meet) and two other sprinters 
to win the gold medal in the 4x100 
relay at the 1987 Pan american 
games . he also wins a bronze 
in the 100-meter dash . Mcneill 
declines the $28,000 prize money 
in order to retain his amateur 
status, and returns for his senior 
season . later he’s a member of the 
1988 olympic team that competes 
in seoul, south Korea . Jeff lebo, 
then a guard on UnC-Chapel hill’s 
basketball team and now the eCU 
basketball coach, competed in the 
1987 Pan am games .

Photos courtesy University Archives

VoA powers up
as the Cuban Missile 
Crisis grips the nation in 
1962, the U .s . information 
agency spends $23 
million to create a new 
broadcast center in 
greenville . The antenna 
array, with a strength 
of 4 .8 million watts, 
becomes the most 
powerful shortwave radio 
transmitter on earth when 
it goes on air dec . 7, 1962, 

reaching all of latin america, europe and africa . edward r . Murrow, then the director 
of Usia, attends the dedication of the facility on feb . 8, 1963 . among others who later 
toured the facility were william f . Buckley Jr . (second from left) and CBs President 
frank l . stanton (right) . Murrow returned to greenville in May 1963 to serve as eCU’s 
commencement speaker . The complex was named for Murrow after his 1965 death; it 
was rededicated to him in a May 2012 ceremony marking the facility’s 50th anniversary .

50   
y e a r s  a g o 25  

y e a r s  a g o

Softball coach named

Beth keylon-Randolph, whose coaching 
resume includes over 600 victories, 10 
conference titles, six coach-of-the-year 
selections and the 2012 National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Championship, was named head softball 
coach at East Carolina. keylon-Randolph 
becomes the fourth head coach in the 35-
year history of  the program. She served the 
last 12 seasons as head coach at Chattanooga 
State, where she also was assistant athletics 
director and chairman of  the faculty 

Advisory Committee.

“The expectation of  Pirate softball is 
high and I love stepping into that type of  
challenge,” keylon-Randolph said. “My goal 
as a mentor is to provide the motivation 
and atmosphere that will produce the finest 
young women athletes that are number one 
in academics, number one on the field and 
outstanding citizens.”

keylon-Randolph helped guide Chattanooga 
State to a 602-118 (.836) overall record and 
nine regional titles in addition to the run 
of  conference championships. Since 2002, 

CSCC has won the Region VIII Tournament 
eight times and finished ranked in the Top 
20 for 11 consecutive years, including No. 1 
standings in 2009 and 2012.

At Chattanooga State, keylon-Randolph 
tutored 83 all-conference players, 23 NJCAA 
All-America selections, eight conference 
pitchers of  the year and five players of  the 
year. She also mentored eight student-athletes 
to NJCAA Distinguished Academic All-
America status with more than 100 of  her 
players earning all-academic region honors.

keylon-Randolph was selected as the 
2012 NfCA (National fastpitch Coaches 
Association) karen L. Sykes Outstanding 
Coach of  the NJCAA Tournament and 
provided direct oversight to assistants who 
earned 2012 NfCA Coaching Staff-of-the-
Year honors.

keylon-Randolph announced that Leah 
kelley, who played under her at Chattanooga 
State, will serve as assistant softball coach 
working with infielders and outfielders. 
kelley has worked for the past two seasons at 
Maryville College in Tennessee.

The change in leadership came after an 
internal investigation into reports of  an 
emotionally hostile environment in the 
program.

the eCu gospel Choir represented the 1st Congressional District of north Carolina in song 
and spirit during a Congressional black Caucus’ Leadership weekend event in September. 
thirty-five singers and musicians traveled to washington, D.C., following an invitation 
from u.S. rep. g.K. butterfield, who serves as second vice chair of the caucus. it’s the first 
time in the choir’s 30-year history that they have had such an opportunity, said tarrick 
Cox ’96 ‘07, choir advisor and senior associate director of undergraduate admissions.
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news briefs

Belk to be demolished: The Board of  
Governors has approved ECU’s $40 million 
plan to demolish and rebuild one of  the 
older dorms on College Hill, Belk Residence 
Hall. Opened in 1966, Belk doesn’t meet 
current codes for accessibility and fire safety 
issues. funded with housing receipts, the 
project is scheduled to begin in January and 
be completed in July 2015.

Parking lot to be paved: ECU’s plan to pave 
the 14th Street parking lot, which is covered 
with gravel, has been approved by the UNC 
Board of  Governors. The project will create 
206 parking spaces and cost $950,000. 
The cost includes installation of  drainage 
infrastructure, site lighting, security cameras 
and emergency call stations. The project, 
which will be paid for with parking receipts, 
should be completed by November. The 
Board of  Governors also approved ECU’s 
plans to replace the air conditioning chiller 
serving Umstead and Slay residence halls 
at a cost of  $452,000, which will be taken 
from housing receipts. The project should be 

completed by March.

New health degree offered: East Carolina 
gained approval from the Board of  
Governors to begin offering a master of  
science degree in health informatics and 
information management. The program 
focuses on producing information 
management specialists who can work with 

clinicians and health services administrators 
to implement effective IT strategies. ECU 
also received approval to change the name of  
the Department of  Hospitality Management 
to the School of  Hospitality Leadership. 
In other actions, the board approved ECU’s 
request to refinance $22.25 million in special 
obligation bonds to take advantage of  lower 
interest rates.
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Shouts of “Fired up! ready to go!” rocked Minges coliseum as first lady Michelle obama addressed a crowd of about 6,000 mostly eCu 
students on Sept. 19. “A few evenings on the phone bank, a few weekends to knock on some doors” could make the difference in the 
presidential campaign, obama said. it was the first visit to eCu by a sitting first lady since eleanor roosevelt, according to John tucker, 
university historian. rep. Paul ryan, r-wis., the republican vice presidential candidate, campaigned on campus on Labor Day. “After four 
years of getting the run-around, it’s time for an American turn-around, and the man for that is Mitt romney,” ryan said.

Honored during Homecoming festivities, the 2012 Alumni Association award winners 
include Honorary Alumni Award recipient Dr. Charles r. Coble; Distinguished Service 
Award recipients robert S. rippy ’75 ’96, Kay Haskell Chalk ’76 and Sabrina bengel;  and 
outstanding Alumni Award recipients robert Paul benzon ’71, robert george rankin iV ’70 
and Dr. Sharon Allison-ottey ’95.
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Two professors in the Department of  
kinesiology were inducted as fellows of  the 
National Academy of  kinesiology (NAk) 
during the national organization’s annual 
conference in Portland, Ore. The new 
fellows are Matthew Mahar, a professor and 
director of  the Activity Promotion Lab in 
the Department of  kinesiology; and Paul 
DeVita, a professor and director of  the 
Biomechanics Lab in the Department of  
kinesiology. 

Mahar received his 
undergraduate degree 
from the State 
University of  New 
York at Cortland and 
master’s and doctoral 
degrees from the 
University of  
Houston. He joined 
the ECU faculty in 

1993. Mahar received the UNC Board of  
Governors’ Distinguished Professor for 
Teaching Award in 1997-1998 and ECU’s 
Scholar-Teacher Award in 2000. He received 
the Board of  Governors Award for 
Excellence in Teaching in 2007.

DeVita has taught at 
East Carolina since 
1995. He received 
his undergraduate 
degree in biology 
from the State 
University of  New 
York at Binghamton 
and his master’s and 
doctoral degrees 

from the University of  Oregon. DeVita 
specializes in aging and osteoarthritis 
research and has received funding for that 
research from the National Institutes of  
Health annually since 2005.

They join two other ECU kinesiology 
professors who previously were named 
NAk fellows. Dr. Joe Houmard was 
inducted in 2006 and Dr. Peter Farrell was 
inducted in 2008.

The National Academy of  kinesiology 
is an honorary organization composed 
of  fellows who have made significant 
and sustained contributions to the field 
of  kinesiology through scholarship and 
professional service. There currently are 137 
active fellows in the organization. A total 
of  514 fellows have been inducted since the 
academy’s founding in 1930. 

The Department of  kinesiology is a 
part of  the College of  Health and Human 
Performance.

Paul Toriello is the 
new chair of  the 
Department of  
Addictions and 
Rehabilitation 
Studies. He came to 
ECU from 
Louisiana State 
University in 2005 

and has directed the Ph.D. program in 
rehabilitation counseling and administration 
here since 2009. He has served as interim 
assistant dean for research grants for the 
College of  Allied Health Sciences since 
2011. Before LSU, he spent several years as 
the training director and then clinical 
director of  a 108-bed residential facility 
serving adolescents with behavior disorders 
and substance abuse issues. Toriello started 
an addictions treatment clinic in 2007, and 
later grew it into a state-licensed substance 
abuse intensive outpatient program. He has 
participated in more than $5 million in 
projects funded by the Center for Substance 
Abuse Treatment, National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, the U.S. Department of  
Defense and other agencies. He is president-
elect of  the American Rehabilitation 
Counseling Association.

Alan F. Gindoff  is the new chair and 
program director of  the Department of  
Physician Assistant Studies in the College of  
Allied Health Sciences. Gindoff was on the 
faculty at the School of  Physician Assistant 

Studies at the University of  florida. He 
completed his PA training at Wake forest 
University. Gindoff ’s academic and research 
interests include glomerulonephritis and 
migraine headaches. 

Will Banks is the new director of  the 
University Writing Program, which 
coordinates the Writing Across the 
Curriculum program and supervises all 
writing intensive courses. He also is co-
director of  the Tar River Writing Project.

Jan Foust retired as senior executive account-
ant for Dowdy Student Stores and Business 
Services after a 32-year career at ECU.

Jamie Kruse 
is the 2012 
Thomas 
Harriot 
College of  
Arts and 
Sciences 

Distinguished Professor, an honor 
recognizing outstanding teaching and 
advising, research and creative productivity 
and professional service. kruse is professor 
of  economics and founding director of  the 
Center for Natural Hazards Research. She 
joined ECU in 2004 and was founding 
director of  the RENCI Center for Coastal 
Systems Informatics and Modeling from 
2006 to 2008. She serves on the board of  
editors for two journals and has been a 
presenter at more than 80 symposiums, 
conferences and meetings. Her field of  
research is experimental economics. She has 
been an investigator on research grants 
totaling almost $20 million. kruse was 
ECU’s 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award 
for Research; in 2011 was selected as an 
ECU Women of  Distinction honoree. She 
holds a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of  Arizona, a master’s in 
agricultural economics from Colorado State 
University and a bachelor’s from the 
University of  Nebraska.

U N I V E R S I T Y  L I f E
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S tA g e  P r o D u C t i o n S

Jeff woodruff, managing 
director of the loessin 
Playhouse, said even though 
students in the school of 
Theatre and dance have staged 
Cabaret in the past, it was time 
to bring it back . “it’s been a 
while since we’ve done a real 
jazz-based musical and it’s been 
several years since Cabaret. 
“it’s a good experience for our 
students; the show has big 
production numbers, singing 
and dancing,” he said . “and the 
music is great .” Based on the 
book by Joe Masteroff, Cabaret 
has music by John Kander and 
lyrics by fred ebb . The musical 
will be performed in Mcginnis 
Theatre nov . 15-20 . Call the 
Mcginnis Theatre Box office at 
252-328-6829 or 1-800-eCU-
arTs for tickets .

C H A M b e r  M u S i C

The Four Seasons Chamber 
Music Festival’s winter schedule 
includes two concert residencies 
in greenville, a concert in new 
Bern, Children’s residency vi 
and family night . on nov . 29 
and 30, pianist thomas Sauer 
and cellist Amit Peled join 
violinist and artistic director 
Ara gregorian in eCU’s fletcher 
recital hall for “drama and 
elegance,” featuring the music 
of schubert and dvorak . This 
concert will also be performed 
nov . 20 at Tryon Palace in new 
Bern . gregorian welcomes elina 
Vahala, violin; Hsin-yun Huang, 
viola; Krzysztof Chorzelski, viola; 
Coin Carr, cello; and Michael 
Kannen, cello, to greenville on 
Jan . 17 and 18 for “souvenirs .” 
The repertoire is strauss’ Sextet 
from “Capriccio,” Mozart’s 
Grande Sestetto Concertante 
and Tchaikovsky’s String Sextet 
in D Minor. four seasons family 
night vi is scheduled for feb . 13, 
during Children’s residency vi .  
for more information, visit  
www .ecu .edu/fourseasons or  
call 252-328-6019 .

P e r F o r M i n g  A r t S

The eCu Symphony orchestra 
and the Virginia governor’s 
School for the Arts orchestra 
join forces in greenville’s wright 
auditorium on nov . 17 for an 
evening of music by ligeti, 
ravel and de falla . This concert 
is free and open to the public . 
The concert will be repeated on 
nov . 18 at the sandler Center for 
the Performing arts in virginia 
Beach, va . Tickets at the second 
performance are $15 for adults 
and $5 for students, and are 
available on showTix4u .com . 

greenville will swing and sway 
nov . 18 when the emerald City 
Swing band and the tar river 
Community band take the stage 
at the school of Music for a big 
band double bill featuring the 
music of glenn Miller, Benny 
goodman, frank sinatra, Count 
Basie, arturo sandoval, Peggy 
lee, Maynard ferguson and stan 
Kenton . Proceeds will benefit 
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jazz scholarships . Tickets are $15 
and $10 students .

S r A PA S 

founded in 1992, the new 
Century Chamber orchestra 
looks for fresh, exciting ways to 
present classical music . on Jan . 
24, the orchestra will perform 
with featured violinist nadja 
Salerno-Sonnenberg in wright 
auditorium, as part of the s . 
rudolph alexander Performing 
arts series . The concert will 
include Mendelssohn’s Sinfonia 
No. 10 in B minor, william 
Bolcom’s Romanza for Violin 
and String Orchestra, heitor villa 
lobos’ Bachianas Brasileiras No. 
5 and strauss’ Metamorphosen. 
salerno-sonnenberg was 
appointed music director and 
concertmaster for the new 
Century Chamber orchestra 
in 2008 and brings with her 
“a new sense of vitality and 
determination, as well as an 
audacious swagger that is an 
unmistakable fingerprint of its 
leader,” according to Gramophone 
magazine . Tickets are $32 for 
adults and $10 for students/
youth . for more information  
visit www .ecu .edu/srapas . 

H o L i D Ay  C o n C e r t S

The eCu wind ensemble and 
conductor Scott Carter perform 
Christmas carols and holiday 
classics in wright auditorium at 
3 p .m ., dec . 2 . santa will make 
an appearance . eCU’s St. Cecilia 
Singers, Jeffrey ward, conductor, 
and the eCu Chamber Singers, 
andrew Crane, conductor, 
present the annual holiday 
Choral Concert on Tuesday, 
dec . 4, at st . Paul’s episcopal 
Church in greenville . featured 
on the program will be pieces by 

composers such as Monteverdi, 
di lasso, verdi and Casals, as well 
as seasonal works in the english 
choral tradition, contemporary 
carol arrangements and an 
audience sing-along .  Both 
concerts are free and open to  
the public . for more information, 
call 252-328-6851 .

DA n C e

The school of Theatre and 
dance presents encore! the 
night of rising Stars on dec . 1 . 
Combining a little drama and a 
little dance leads to a night of 
fun for a great cause—raising 
funds to support student 
scholarships . Billed as “a 
memorable evening of show 
tunes, theater and dance second 
to none,” the event begins at 
6:30 p .m . with a reception in the 
Burnette studio Theatre . The 
performance kicks off at 8 p .m . 
in Mcginnis Theatre .

eclectic, eccentric and electric 
describe Dance 2013 . graceful 
ballet, electrifying modern, 
percussive tap, and hot jazz 
dance styles will be represented 
in choreography by eCU dance 
faculty and guest artists in the 
performances on the Mcginnis 
Theatre stage Jan . 31-feb . 5 . A 
Day of Dance, featuring ballet, 
jazz, tap and modern dance 
classes for dancers aged 10 years 
and older, will be feb . 9 in Messick 
Theatre arts Center . introductory 
classes for ballroom and 
improvisation are also planned . 

FA M i Ly  FA r e

Martha was an ordinary dog 
until the day she ate alphabet 
soup . when the noodle letters 
went to her brain instead of her 
stomach, she became outspoken, 

literally . The family fare series 
presents Martha Speaks! on 
nov . 16 in wright auditorium . 
Martha correctly answers a trivia 
question on a radio call-in show 
and wins a family vacation, but 
the rules include Martha’s least 
favorite sentence: “no dogs 
allowed!” what will her family 
do? Tickets are $10 for adults, $7 
for students/youth .

C i n e M A

The Southern Circuit Film 
Festival continues on campus 
with the free screening of 
Smokin’ Fish on nov . 15 at 
the greenville Museum of art . 
independent filmmaker luke 
griswold-Tergi will answer 
questions about Smokin’ 
Fish immediately after the 
screening . The film tells the 
story of Cory Mann, a quirky 
Tlingit businessman hustling 
to make a dollar in Juneau, 
alaska . The unusual story of his 
life and the untold history of 
his people interweave with the 

process of preparing traditional 
smoked salmon as he struggles 
to pay his bills, hold the irs 
at bay and keep his business 
afloat . By turns tragic, bizarre 
or just plain ridiculous, Smokin’ 
Fish tells the story of one man’s 
attempts to navigate the messy 
collision of the modern world 
and an ancient culture . 

o n  e x H i b i t

The school of art and design 
will host its annual holiday 
exhibition for shoppers 
looking for a unique piece 
created by students and 
faculty members nov . 29-
dec . 1 in wellington B . gray 
gallery . and on Jan . 24, the 
8th Photographic image 
biennial exhibition will open 
with a lecture by sam wang, 
internationally recognized 
photographer and juror of 
the show . The exhibition will 
continue through feb . 23 in 
gray gallery .

Smokin’ Fish
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See the video
    interview with me,  
Andy Anaconda, at 

ecu.edu/east.
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Patch Clark lives in a world of 

puppets, play and pure fun . That’s 

her description . But there’s method 

to what looks like child’s play . 

her work educating future teachers 

and working with children has taken 

her around the world, including 

three weeks in iraq this summer .  

“The basis of arts education is 

the development of creative and 

critical thinking skills,” she says . “it’s 

problem solving . it’s challenging . 

it’s looking at something in a 

different way, each day . it’s a great 

opportunity for seeing the world, 

seeing whatever is placed before 

them in a unique way .”

Patch Clark
 changing lives with art

See the video
    interview with me,  
Andy Anaconda, at 

ecu.edu/east.



first, there’s her name. Yes, she’s called Patch 
by everyone on campus—from her students 
to the director of  the School of  Theatre and 
Dance.  

Traditionally, Patch is an Irish nickname; 
and it’s also a great combination of  her given 
first name, Patricia, and her maiden name 
Atchison.  

Born into an Irish-American family, she 
moved around the world following her father’s 
military assignments. She lived in at least eight 
places before she graduated from high school 
in northern Virginia. Clark remembers where 
her siblings were born by the military base: 
her brother, fort Benning, Ga.; her middle 
sister, fort Leavenworth, kan.; her youngest 
sister, Heidelberg, Germany.

Clark spoke German first because of  her 
German nursemaid and the woman’s daughter, 
whom Clark played with as a toddler. 

After tours of  duty in Barcelona, Spain and 
Paris, Clark’s father, whom she describes 
as “a soldier dedicated to keeping peace,” 
was stationed at the Pentagon. “Because 
we moved every three years, theater and 
dance were an easy way for me to make new 
friends,” says Clark, who took her first dance 
lessons at age 5.

She remembers childhood productions in 
the family’s backyard. Her mother made 
a stage backdrop from old curtains. Her 
brother collected the admission charge—one 
dime. And Clark was the director, actor, 
dancer and curtain-puller. Describing those 

productions makes her smile.  

When the family moved back to the States, 
the drama teacher at Clark’s high school in 
northern Virginia got her involved in their 
productions. It was a perfect fit for the petite 
actress with a wide smile and expressive eyes.

She went on to earn her bachelor of  fine arts 
degree in theater education and her master 
of  fine arts in theatre arts–performance, 
both from Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

After graduating, she interned with the 
Children’s Theatre of  Richmond and taught 
in high school and summer programs for 
school children of  all ages. 

While teaching at VCU and Longwood 

b y  j e a n n i n e  m a n n i n g  h u t s o n      P h o t o g R a P h y  b y  C L i F F  h o L L i s

18



19

College, she spotted a listing for a job at 
ECU. “It was the only job that I applied for 
that year,” she says. “I came down and fell in 
love with everything.”

The program has grown dramatically since 
she began in 1994 with three students 
majoring in theater education. “We keep 
it steady around 20 to keep the program 
manageable for the number of  students out 
there doing their student teaching,” she says. 

taking the show on the road

At ECU, Clark oversees the Bachelor of  fine 
Arts degree programs in Theatre Education 
and Theatre for Youth, both in the School of  
Theatre and Dance. And she’s very good at 
it, according to John Shearin, director of  the 
School of  Theatre and Dance. “She is one 
of  our most productive faculty members in 
the terms of  the quality and quantity of  her 
work,” he says. 

The work she does with theater education 
and theater for youth is invaluable outreach 
to the community and to the region, he 
says. “Not only does she direct two main 
stage productions that occur in Wright 
Auditorium, but she’s also been going 
on the road with each of  these shows for 
the last several years,” he says. first, the 
group performed at the Turnage Theater in 
Washington, which has since closed. Then 
staff at the Marine Corps Air Base Cherry 
Point expressed interest, so the group now 
serves military children on the base.

Shearin points out that productions cannot 
be elaborate. The set and the actors take the 
show to their audiences. “In conjunction 
with the theatre for youth concentration, 
she has small productions that fit basically 
inside a van and a car. We take them out to 
schools in the region that are underserved 
in the arts so the students who can’t come 
to us, we can get out and go to them. 
It’s a very valuable outreach that reaches 
thousands of  children, not hundreds, but 
thousands,” he says.

The theatrre for youth degree at ECU grew 

from a need and request to serve the region. 

Years ago, the theatre education program 
produced Storybook Theatre performances 
at Barnes & Noble in Greenville to promote 
Arts Smart productions on campus. “And 
then schools asked us to come and do 
plays, and that eventually grew into the 
concentration area—theatre for youth. Now 
we tour three or four schools per semester 
and perform on the main stage at Wright 
Auditorium and Cherry Point,” she says. 
This year’s productions are The Hobbit and 
Fantastic Mr. Fox. 

During the spring 2011 semester, more than 
3,000 school children in Pitt and Beaufort 
counties were exposed to theater arts and 
literary programs through their “on-the-
road” productions.

The theatre education and theatre for youth 
are somewhat overlapping, Shearin says, 
but are separate programs because of  the 
educational method courses for the licensure 
for teachers. 

One of  Clark’s responsibilities to take 
students who arrive at ECU with a love of  
theater and working with young people and 
train them to teach. “Theatre Education 
majors come in and they’ve had a really good 
or a really poor experience. They want to be 
just like their theater teacher in high school 

or not like their theater teacher in high 
school,” she says. “They love theater and 
they have a dedication to teaching.”

Through the program, they take design, 
production and education courses. When 
they graduate, they are licensed to teach 
kindergarten through 12th grade. “They 
learn how to create a lesson plan, think 
through that process of  what is the focus 
of  this part of  what I’m teaching, how do I 
reach the students, and how do I get them as 
excited about it as I am?” she says.

Clark realizes that some might consider the 
arts as “extras” for today’s school children 
where end-of-grade tests and academic 
growth are studied and debated. 

But arts education is essential, she says. “It’s 
vital to a child’s growth and development 
just in terms of  the thought process as they 
are developing critical and creative thinking 
skills. If  they go into science, they need to 
have creative and critical thinking skills. If  
they go into medicine, they have to have 
creative and critical thinking skills. In any 
area of  life, they need those thinking skills to 
go forward in life.”

And kids learn to express themselves in a 
positive way by working in a group. “It’s 
a collaborative art, so working together to 
create something is a huge opportunity to 

Patch Clark as Abby brewster in Arsenic and Old Lace as part of the eCu Loessin Playhouse 
at the turnage theater in washington. “i had a great time with that play. it was so much fun.” 
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develop those life skills in business or fields 
other than theater. They discover talents that 
they didn’t know that they had,” she says.

And it might be a reason to stay out of  
trouble. “for a student who is having 
problems in school, the arts seem to reach 
out to them in a way that meets their needs,” 
she says. “Once a student is successful in 
one area, he comes to school and says I want 
to be in school because of  this class then it 
begins to filter down to the other classes. Yes, 
you can succeed. Yes, there can be a positive 
reason for going to school.”

outside the walls of Messick

Exposing children of  all backgrounds to 
the arts is a calling for Clark. from drama 
camp at ECU for 96 children whose parents 
can afford a fee to children at an elementary 
school filled with free and reduced lunch 
recipients, they all need to be exposed to what 
theater and their imaginations can create.

Clark and her students use puppets, acting 
and writing to help children bring stories, 
such as El Tunche, El Tunche to life. That folk 
tale is from the jungle of  Peru and stars 
Andy Anaconda, always a popular puppet 
with the young audience. 

The Young Playwrights Program, funded 
by a two-year BB&T Leadership grant, 
encouraged children in elementary and high 
schools in Pitt and Beaufort counties to 
promote playwriting through creating their 
own plays, creative and dramatic movement, 
acting and improvising during the 2010-11 
and 2011-12 school years.

“The key is finding where the children glow 
and offer them challenges,” she says. Books 
and puppets were used as “different types 
of  motivators to help them create and write 
their own plays.” 

“There’s something about puppets that 
speaks to children—no matter what the 
language. We use puppets as part of  the 
workshops and performances. In workshops 
we use them to create dialogue,” she says.

One teacher wrote in her evaluation of  
the project that because of  the high rate 
of  economically disadvantaged students 
at her school, they “rarely would have the 
opportunity to go to the theater. Also, 
they would not have even understood the 
concept of  writing a script for a play. This 
project gives them the opportunity to 
become exposed to good writing, literature 
and acting.” 

At Belvoir Elementary School in the Young 
Playwrights Program, some of  the plays the 
children wrote were about food—going to 
the grocery store and having an angel come 
and buy the groceries. 

And at the Beaufort Ed-Tech School, some 
of  the plays were about being in foster 
care, being rejected and becoming wards 
of  the state. And in their second year, their 
play was about being bullied and how that 
impacted their lives. “The great thing is 
when they act them out, it’s a way of  purging 
and expressing to take something that was a 
challenge in life and creating art around it,” 
Clark says. 

Creating a play allows the students to take 
control of  the situation in their own way. 
“It brings to light the value of  the arts in 
empathizing, expression and healing because 
invariably after they have performed the 
piece they are very proud and feel a success 
in having been able to tell their story in a 
positive way,” she says.

And whether the stage is in eastern North 
Carolina or in Iraq, where she was for three 
weeks this summer, Clark says she could 
see the pride in the students’ work and 
pride on the faces of  their family members 
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attending their final performances.

In Iraq, the theater arts students—high 
school and college age—worked to act out 
their own scenes. One young man wrote 
a playlet, The Orphan, based on his own 
experiences. The short play told the story of  
an orphan who had been left on the street to 
die, and the main character took bread and 
other leftovers from his family’s table to the 
street to feed the orphan. The orphan never 
wanted the older boy to leave him; he would 
hold out his arms for him and cry. 

“The young man who was doing the scene 
said the hardest part was leaving him, and 
after the scene was performed in class, the 
young man went off into a corner and just 
sobbed,” Clark remembers. “It was a moment 
for him to emotionally feel the impact of  

the war and feel his connection to this child 
orphan, and to feel the enormity of  the 
sadness that he had felt.”

Clark says the young man was delightful in 
class and happy to see the Americans, but 
“he had had sadness in his life. The kind of  
sadness that one never forgets…. You see 
an incredible number of  children who have 
become old souls.” 

Clark’s work with the YES Academy in Iraq 
this summer with fellow faculty member 
Greg Hurley and undergraduate student 
Bethany Bondurant (pictured in the photos above 
and at left) was filled with moments like the 
story of  the orphan.

“kirkuk (located in northern Iraq) is a 
volatile area. This is part of  the hardships of  
wars, but the children also shared positives 
of  their lives,” Clark says. “The Iraq children 
are just like our children. And their parents 
are people who love their children and were 
so grateful for an opportunity for them to 
participate in an enrichment activity,” she says. 

Clark’s voice breaks as she talks about the 
children and their families. “It was a life-

changing 
experience, 
and we fell 
in love with 
those kids. 
The children 
growing up 
in America 
need to know 
the children 
growing up in 
Iraq to create a 
different world 
together. One 
very different 
than what 
we’ve created 
as adults, and 
the only way 
that starts is if  
they begin to 
communicate.”

One way that Clark is trying to make the 
world a little smaller is by teaching children 
folk tales from around the world. While 
Clark was in Duhok, Iraq, with the YES 
Academy, the children and teachers there 
taught Clark and Bondurant a kurdish folk 
tale, The Little Mouse, the Little Bird and the 
Fox. “And the American children learned 
that folk tale as part of  drama camp,” Clark 
says. “We took stories from around the 
world to Iraq.”

Clark has been collecting international folk 
tales for years. And recently, ECU’s Global 
Classroom has allowed theater arts students 
to connect with fellow college students from 
Russia, Peru and Beijing. 
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“ECU students link with English majors in 
other countries, sharing stories and folk tales. 
The students speak and email with their 
partners. This year we’re linking with Japan 
and Mexico,” she says. 

The Storybook Theatre troupe performed 
folk tales in May as part of  the Global 
Partners in Education Conference. “We 
had people from around the world who saw 
what we do with their global stories in the 
schools,” she says.

“We’re trying to promote a global awareness 
through Storybook Theatre,” she says, noting 
that new technology such as Skype makes 
the world seem a little smaller. 

“Our goal is to try to work through the 
stereotypes of  different cultures and to 
inform about different cultures…and the 
one link was the stories from each of  the 
countries. All countries and cultures have 
stories that reflect their values and reflect 
their cultural heritage,” she says. 

Providing art to the region

Sitting in her office surrounded by framed 
playbills from almost two decades at ECU, 
Clark talks about the importance of  the arts 
in children’s education and ECU’s role in 
providing that to the region. 

Masks from past Storybook Theatre 
performances and photos of  former 
students are throughout the second-floor 
office with a view of  fifth Street. Musical 
instruments and drums, papier mâché 
creations including a large egg, and books—
lots of  books—fight for space along with a 
sofa for students. 

Has she started thinking of  retirement? 
Sort of. Her husband recently retired from 
Beaufort Community College where he 
taught adult basic education and in the 
prison education program. And her son, 
Robert, has moved back to North Carolina 
to study film production, after years based in 
Los Angeles with a band. 

“I love it so much it’s hard to think about 
retirement,” she says. “They say artists 

never retire because they continue to 
create their art.”

Shearin described his colleague as a “delight 
to work with” and a creative driving force 
to Storybook Theatre, which has performed 
original works that Clark devised.

“She’s so inclusive and always upbeat. Even 
when she’s not upbeat, she still seems upbeat. 
She always seems to see the glass as half-full. 
She doesn’t get caught up in the drama of  
a crisis; she instead gets caught up in the 
solution,” he says.

“She’s very good with students. In her 
relationships, she can be very generous, very 
warm and outgoing, but she also holds her 
students to a very high standard.”

One of  those students is Bondurant, who 
considers her trip to Iraq with Clark and 
American Voices one of  the highlights of  her 
time at ECU. “We had a special situation 
in Iraq because we were team teaching. She 
does give you the reins and lets you control, 
but she’s there to make sure you’ve got 
yourself  under control. She’s there to answer 
questions and is very helpful. She wants you 
to succeed; she wants the best for you. She’s 
a great guide,” says Bondurant.

Clark’s work in the classroom was recognized 
with one of  two East Carolina Alumni 
Association Awards for Outstanding 
Teaching during the annual founders Day 
and University Awards Celebration in April. 

That high standard produces graduates 
who are prepared to walk into classrooms 
and teach, says Shearin. And theater arts 
education does more than just entertain. 

“Children’s imaginations and creative 
impulses are fostered and developed. And 
without creative imagination there is virtually 
no progress in the world, it’s just about 
business,” he says.

Bondurant was a little nervous traveling with 
her professor before the American Voices 
trip, but Clark put her at ease. “We were 
connected by the fact we were in foreign 
country and the only women, so we got 
close by the end,” she says, adding that Clark 

treated her not just as a student but also as a 
colleague, which she appreciated. 

“She loves all her kids, big and small. She 
really does. She loves working with every 
age from little 4-year-olds getting ready to 
start kindergarten to us, big kids, who are 22 
or 23, getting ready to embark on our own 
professional journey,” she says.

Bondurant is impressed by Clark’s passion 
to expose as many children to theater as 
possible, which she hopes to emulate after 
she graduates. “She has a huge heart. She 
hardly ever says no, because she wants to 
spread as much theater as she can to the 
youth and the community.” 

“She’s definitely my role model and someone 
who I can look up to,” Bondurant says. “In 
fact I always say: When I grow up, I want to 
be like Patch. Because I do.”

East
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“Well, I know Patch.”

That simple reply is how Greg Hurley 
connected a fellow ECU faculty member 
Patch Clark and the executive director of  
American Voices. 

John ferguson with American Voices was on 
campus earlier this year to conduct several 
leadership workshops and was in Hurley’s 
office in the fletcher Music Building talking 

about the plans for this summer’s trip to Iraq. 

During their conversation, ferguson 
mentioned he needed a new theater arts 
instructor. Did Hurley know of  someone 
who might be a good fit?

Hurley knew the demands of  the position 
since he had been to Iraq and Thailand in 
2010 with American Voices. 

And the associate professor of  music 
education was already planning on returning 
this year to teach with the Youth Excellence 
on Stage (YES) Academy, run by American 
Voices, which promotes cultural diplomacy 
through the arts in countries that are arising 
from isolation and conflict.

Hurley called to see if  Clark might be 
interested in hearing more. And Clark, in 
her words, “jumped at the chance,” and 
came over to meet ferguson. A few months 
later, the two ECU faculty members and 
Bethany Bondurant, a fifth year senior double 
majoring in theater education and theater for 
youth, were packing for Iraq.

The YES Academy conducted free classes 
for local students, aged 8 to 26, throughout 
Iraq, including in Duhok and kirkuk, where 
the ECU instructors were. Classes in theater 
arts, hip-hop dance, piano, string orchestra, 
composition and music theory and jazz were 
offered to 45 female and 232 male students.

Clark saw firsthand the struggle to educate 
all the children of  Iraq. Children came to the 
YES Academy via different avenues—some 
from the local children’s theater program, 
others were the children of  teachers, and 
word-of-mouth brought some participants. 

“One kindergarten teacher brought her 
daughter. One of  the challenges is to involve 
girls in these types of  programs,” Clark says 
of  the program in Duhok.

“Imagine if  your daughter had to have 
a guard outside the door while she was 

offering a brief respite
for the children of war
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learning or if  her teachers had to be hurried 
into a car to get somewhere safe. It’s so hard 
to fathom, but it’s the reality of  the Middle 
East or at least these areas,” says Clark.

Hurley taught private lessons, coached 
chamber music and taught orchestras of  
aspiring musicians aged 13-15. He also 
taught string pedagogy classes to students 
and area music teachers. 

“I am so fortunate to have had the 
experience of  working with such a variety of  
students doing the thing that I love—making 
music with people,” says Hurley. He has also 
taught in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 

The experience in 2010 made Hurley ready 
to teach again, but there was not enough 
funding for 2011. Instructors are given a 
small stipend; their travel, housing and food 
are provided by the sponsoring country’s 
embassies or universities. 

When the YES Academy moved on to 
kirkuk, “it was more challenging,” Clark 
says. The area is not as stable as Duhok and 
the American Volunteers staff were escorted 
by armed guards as a precaution. “But each 
day more and more children came,” she says 
with a smile. 

“The building had no air conditioning; 
it was very hot. The conditions were 
challenging but it was so rewarding. The 
parents and the teachers were thankful for 
our presence.” 

Even though she had traveled abroad 
before, nothing prepared her for the Middle 
East, says Bondurant, who assisted in the 
programming and organizing the materials 
needed for the YES Academy activities. 

She remembers kirkuk for the dramatic 
contrast: “It was hard being escorted by men 
with guns and we’re going in to work with 
children—to keep that in the back of  your 
mind. These children see this every day. And 
it’s a reality they have to live in.” 
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four days after the YES Academy ended 
and the group had left the city, a car bomb 
rocked kirkuk—two doors down from 
where they had just been, Clark says. 

Even though the experience was so different 
from her life at ECU and her hometown of  
New Bern, Bondurant says she felt safe. “It 
wasn’t what I was expecting. It was better. It was 
the best experience of my life—to go and share 
my love of  theater, to see the children’s faces 
light up each day, to see their aha! moment.”

Even though the YES Academy instructors 
had to use translators during their classes, 
Hurley, Clark and Bondurant say it wasn’t as 
difficult as one might think. “We were able 
to communicate even though we didn’t speak 
the same language,” Bondurant says. 

One of  the scenes performed by the young 
adult actors—all male—told the story of  
Iraqi independence. Young men pushed down 
a center actor representing kurdistan-Iraq 
while another young man played and hit a 
guitar, building up the tempo to a crescendo. 
The outside actors then collapsed and the 
interior actor held up the kurdish flag. 

“When that happened in the performance 
hall, the audience jumped up, applauded 
and yelled. That was an expression of  the 
emotion of  war and how the war has left 
these young people,” she says. 

Children and their families invited Clark and 
Bondurant into their homes to share a meal 
during their week in kirkuk. “We drank a 
lot of  tea,” says Bondurant. 

“Going to Iraq has really inspired me because 
it made me realize that there’s a whole other 
world beyond where we’re living here at 
ECU,” she says. Bondurant hopes to find a 
position in a school or theater company that 
allows for summer travel and international 
outreach, such as the YES Academy.

Clark and Bondurant brought duffle bags 
with the supplies they would need for their 
projects and left the extra paper and glue 
sticks, which were a new discovery to the 
Iraqi children and their teachers. Clark also 
took puppets, because children of  every age 
and culture seem to love and relate to bits of  
cloth that come to life with stories.

“We left behind supplies, a few puppets, 
and musical instruments, which they were in 
desperate need of,” Clark says. 

But Andy Anaconda didn’t stay. He’s been 
with Clark since first appearing in an ECU 
family fare/Arts Smart series production 
years ago.

In both cities, the last day was filled with 
performances. And like their American 
counterparts, the Iraqi children looked out 
into an audience filled with parents and 
grandparents. But unlike America, guards 
also attended as a precaution, Clark says. 

“We were surrounded by parents and the 
guards. I had a 5-year-old in my lap. It was 
an amazing moment to realize the impact of  
the arts on the lives of  people and those who 
teach it.” 

Hurley says his experiences with YES 
Academy have changed him. “You have to 
truly have a love of  it,” Hurley says. “It’s 
given my life new meaning.” 

He adds, “The opportunities for cross-
cultural understanding and appreciation have 
been life-changing and fulfilling on many 
levels. I feel fortunate to be involved with 
music education in this unique manner.”

—Jeannine Manning Hutson
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Hurley has taught with the yeS Academy in iraq (pictured), thailand, Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. the academy is run by American Voices, which promotes cultural 
diplomacy through the arts. “it’s given my life new meaning,” Hurley says.
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Her debt of   
gratitude

A doctor repays kindnesses  
that saved her life by living the  
Brody mission in Appalachia

“i’ve had patients come in wrapped in layers of 

clothes only to find out they couldn’t afford heating 

fuel and were living without heat in their homes in 

the dead of winter . i will go the extra mile and buy 

a tank of kerosene or a gift card to a grocery store 

for my patients . i feel obligated because someone 

once did it for me . it’s my way of paying folks back 

for their investment in my life .”
—Dr. Leslie Smith
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As Dr. Leslie Smith catches up with Mable 
Jones (right) during an appointment at her 
office in Boone, N.C., they chat about Jones’ 
vegetable garden, which slopes a third of  
an acre up the side of  a mountain. She says 
tending to it depends largely on how her 
squeaky knees are feeling.

Jones is supposed to use a cane, she says, 
but substitutes a hoe in the garden. Hearing 
this, Smith is both concerned and relieved. 
She knows Jones enjoys gardening, the 
exercise is good for her and the fresh produce 
supplements her diet.

Smith, 52, knows how important something 
as basic as fresh vegetables can be to 
people living on the edge of  survival. She 
understands her patients’ rural isolation. She 
also knows firsthand how hard it is for some 
people to see a doctor.

Roughly 25 years ago, Smith was homeless 
and nursing third-degree burns on more 
than a third of  her body. She lived mostly in 
a shelter near Moore Square in downtown 
Raleigh, struggling for food and survival. 
for years she walked and rode buses to and 
from doctors’ offices and state aid agencies. 
Those experiences fueled the desire to be 
where she is today—a doctor focusing on 
underserved people.

Smith chose the Brody School of  Medicine 
because its mission matches hers: to change 
how disadvantaged patients receive health 
care in North Carolina. 

“Brody offered a small-town feel and a 
supportive atmosphere,” says Smith, who was 
in medical school here from 1998 to 2002. 
“Its focus on primary care and rural access to 
care issues are the reason I chose this school. 
My goal from day one was to work in the 
Appalachian Mountains in primary care. I also 
enrolled in the Rural Health Scholars program, 

which prepared me for rural medicine.”

The door to medical school opened 
when Smith received the UNC Board 
of  Governors’ Medical Scholarship. As 
a medical student she embraced rural 
living. “I lived in Stokes (about 10 miles 
northeast of  Greenville) and commuted to 
campus,” she says. “My neighbors, Joyce and 
Johnnie Briley, fed me every night during 
medical school. They are farmers and really 
epitomize country living and good old-
fashioned hospitality.”

graces that truly save

Smith was 24 when she was discharged from 
UNC Jaycee Burn Center in Chapel Hill. 
A lawyer drove her to the Raleigh Rescue 
Mission because Smith had nowhere else 
to go. She was instructed to go to Social 
Services for further treatment, but wearing 
bandages from her neck to her ankles made 
mobility difficult. Urban Ministries was 
closer, so she went there instead. And that’s 
when she asked Sister Helen Wright about 
city bus tickets. 

b y  j e s s i C a  C R e s o n  n o t t i n g h a m  ’ 0 6  ’ 0 8    P h o t o g R a P h y  b y  j ay  C L a R K
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A native of  Canada, Wright had joined the 
Sisters of  Notre Dame after graduating from 
college in Boston. She received a doctorate in 
theology in Toronto, then served many years 
as a teacher and counselor at several colleges, 
including a time at Harvard University. She 
came to Raleigh in 1981 to lead the Urban 
Ministry Center.

With one look at Smith, Wright knew she 
needed much more than bus tickets. In a 
couple of  hours, Wright had arranged several 
medical appointments for Smith and secured 
donations for the bandages, bus passes and 
food and pharmacy vouchers she needed to 
get on the road to recovery. These were not 
Wright’s typical duties, and Smith, who grew 
up in a broken home, was so shocked by her 
kindness that she was determined to make 
the nun’s efforts worthwhile. 

“Sister Helen was very motherly when I was 
on the streets,” Smith remembers. “But then, 
as the years went on, she became my mentor 
and she kept me grounded. The relationship 
took a turn when she ended up in a nursing 
home. She was 94 and outlived all her family 
members. She had no one to be with her and 
I became her family member. I was holding 
her hand while she died. It was really sad.” 
Wright died this past April.

Smith spent a few more years living in the 
streets, sleeping in shelters and temporary 
homes and traveling to the burn center three 
times a week for follow-up care. Her recovery 
took longer because of  her lack of  access 
to health care and proper nutrition. At one 
low point, Smith was standing in line at a 
shelter, weighing just 69 pounds with ailing 
skin grafts. Another homeless person took 
notice and sat down with her on the curb, 
both losing their places in line. He left to go 
begging for spare change and returned with a 
bag of  chips and a soda that they shared.  

These experiences shape the relationships 
Smith has with her patients. “I’ve had 
patients come in wrapped in layers of  clothes 
only to find out they couldn’t afford heating 
fuel and were living without heat in their 
homes in the dead of  winter,” says Smith. 

raleigh Convention Center, where smith spoke to the world Burn 
Congress in 2008 about her experiences as a homeless burn victim, 
replaces raleigh’s former civic center . when she was homeless, smith 
often snuck into the civic center looking for a place to sleep .

unC Hospitals

unC Jaycee burn 
Center (which is part of 
UnC hospitals)—smith 
was at her weakest 
making the long bus 
ride three times a week 
from downtown raleigh 
to this facility in Chapel 
hill . now, she serves 
on the burn center’s 
advisory board and 
hosts a silent auction 
that raises money for 
an aftercare program 
for burn survivors and 
their families .

nash Square—Just 
four blocks from Urban 
Ministry’s helen wright 

Center for women, 
nash square is one 
place smith would 

spend the night when 
local shelters were full . 

since then, many of 
the squares have been 

revitalized, but she 
remembers them when 
they were rat-invested 

decades ago .

A  j o u r n e y  o f  h e A l i n g
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“I will go the extra mile and buy a tank of  
kerosene or a gift card to a grocery store for 
my patients. I feel obligated because someone 
once did it for me. It’s my way of  paying 
folks back for their investment in my life.”

During her frequent trips from Raleigh to 
the burn center in Chapel Hill, Smith got to 
know the bus station manager. He learned 
her schedule and would greet her with hot 
tea and conversation. “I enjoyed the trips 
to the burn center after that,” Smith said 
at one point during a 2008 speech to the 
World Burn Congress meeting at the Raleigh 
Convention Center. “He made me feel 
normal as a homeless person.”

At that point, it had been five years since 
the burn accident. Her left arm had a 
muscle and skin contracture so severe that 
she used a wheelchair to avoid falling. Weak 
from malnutrition and the injuries, she was 
admitted to a nursing home. Three meals a 
day and the care from full-time nursing staff 
restored her strength.

She became a member of  an organization 
called Handicapped Encounter Christ. 
During a weekend retreat with this 
group, she met a woman who worked 
in pharmacology, a field that interested 
Smith. On a leap of  faith, this woman put 
her in contact with Dr. John Drake of  the 
National Institute of  Environmental Health 
Science (NIEHS) in Raleigh, who gave 
Smith an interview for a volunteer research 
position. To prepare for the interview, 
Smith needed a bath but her nurse was out 
sick. for the first time since her accident, 
she gave herself  a bath.

recovering and finding success

Smith began volunteering in a lab at the 
NIEHS; the job eventually became a paid 
position. She moved into an apartment 
with help from an independent living 
program and returned to physical therapy, 
which allowed her to ditch the wheelchair. 
While these were huge steps forward, she 
accomplished the seemingly impossible 

next. She found a plastic surgeon willing to 
correct the skin contracture after visiting a 
few who turned her down.

“I remember sitting in a plastic surgeon’s 
office trying to get a contracture release 
done on my left arm so I could use it 
again,” says Smith. “The plastic surgeon 
did not want a homeless person in his office 
and made it very clear I wasn’t welcomed 
there. I never forgot how that made me 
feel. My life was no less valuable than a 
woman who would come in with cash for 
cosmetic surgery, yet I felt worthless on 
that particular day.”

“I will never let my patients feel that 
way,” Smith continues. “Each person who 
comes into my office is important and 
gets my undivided attention during their 
appointment.”

Drake encouraged Smith to enroll in 
summer classes at N.C. State University 
to better understand the work done 
at the NIEHS lab. With a few classes 
under her belt, she grew more confident 
to take it another step. She had heard 
about a scholarship GlaxoWellcome, the 
pharmaceutical giant headquartered in 
Research Triangle Park, offered students 
who had overcome adversity. She applied for 
and earned the scholarship, which paid all 
her undergraduate expenses to a university 
of  her choice. Before she knew it, she was 
studying biochemistry at Duke University. 
She graduated from Duke in 1997.

Smith initially was interested in earning 
a Ph.D. in genetics after deciding against 
medical school. She felt she could never be 
in the same social class as doctors, based on 
the rejection she’d experienced as a homeless 
person. She had to be convinced otherwise. 

Still very involved with Handicapped 
Encounter Christ, she needed the help of  a 
physician to be present at the group’s events. 
Dr. Warren Newton, who is now the vice 
dean for education at the UNC School of  
Medicine, agreed to attend a fundraiser with 
the stipulation that Smith would agree to 

discuss attending medical school. 

“He said some things that really haunted 
me,” says Smith. “Particularly, if  we don’t 
get people in (medicine) for the right reason, 
it’s not going to change. And, ‘who better to 
change the system than somebody who’s been 
through it?’ That’s why I changed courses, 
but I certainly couldn’t have done it without 
the Board of  Governors scholarship.” 

Smith earned the UNC Board of  Governors’ 
Medical Scholarship, which paid her way 
through medical school. She completed her 
residency in Louisville, ky., then returned to 
North Carolina to practice medicine.

Paying her debts

Since 2003, Smith has served western North 
Carolina as a physician in private practice and 
by helping out at health departments, free 
clinics for farm workers, hospice and mission 
work. Patients frequently drop off baked 
goods and vegetables from their gardens. 

“I still don’t believe I am a physician,” says 
Smith. “I feel grounded to where I was on 
the streets and how I grew up. My patients 
say I am easy to talk to. It is because I sit 
down with them and talk to them like we are 
neighbors. I don’t put myself  above them, 
and I strive to live a simple life of  service.”

Smith’s patients find her unchanging 
warmth and positive attitude to be 
something special, and her love for dogs is 
often shared. After a devastating ice storm, 
Smith ended up practicing in Marion, a 
small town 50 miles south of  Boone, for 
roughly a year while her home was being 
repaired. Mable Jones, a longtime patient, 
said she “about cried” when she learned 
Smith had to leave. “She’s always the same 
every time you talk to her,” Jones says. “She 
don’t beat around the bush or use big words. 
I can call her at home and I’ve gone to see 
her three wonderful dogs.” 

Judy and Robert Plane were in dire need 
of  a physician and had heard stories about 
Smith. During Smith’s storm-induced 
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absence, they waited patiently for a doctor 
they had never met and even considered 
moving because they could not find a 
doctor in the Boone area. “I can’t say too 
much about her,” says Robert Plane. “She’s 
a wonderful doctor and human being, and 
that means a lot more. You can’t be one 
without the other. A lot of  people are good 
at what they do, but have no personality. 
She’s the same every day when most people 
are good one day and bad another.”

Traveling to remote mountain communities 
to practice medicine is another passion 

Smith has developed. As a member of  the 
Rotary Club of  Boone, she takes a yearly 
mission trip to a third-world country. “Since 
becoming a physician, I have stayed in adobe 
huts in Ghana, in tents in school yards in 
Honduras and deep in the mountains of  
kenya during the rainy season,” Smith says. 
“I am just as comfortable in these places as I 
am in my home. I think it is because I know 
what it’s like to be without a home. I have 
learned a home is where your family and 
friends support and value you.”

Honoring Smith’s wish for privacy, this story 

omits the painful circumstances related to her 
homelessness and the cause of  her injuries.

It has taken a village of  people for Smith to 
become a doctor and to make a difference. 
The small acts of  kindness did just enough 
to steer her in the right direction. “The 
people of  North Carolina picked me up 
when I was down and I will always be 
indebted to them for that,” says Smith. 
“When I die, I am going to leave this state 
with my debt paid. That is my goal and  
my aspiration.”

East

during appointments, smith and Bernadette zimmerman, 
a patient who grew up Catholic in the north, often discuss 
religion, culture and community issues . zimmerman got 
to know sister helen wright, the nun who helped smith 
reclaim her life, through their conversations and wrote 
wright a letter . Just before she died, wright responded to 
zimmerman with a hand-written note (right) that focused 
on smith’s accomplishments .
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Last spring, East Carolina faced a significant 
challenge to its academic mission. The 
university lost $102 million in state funding 
over a four-year period—money that pays 
for faculty positions, financial aid and 
classroom buildings, among other things. 
Approximately 200 jobs were eliminated. 
Academic departments reduced the number 
of  course sections offered and class sizes 
increased.

And there was no end in sight.

Over the next 12 months, the Program 
Prioritization Committee would meet again 
and again—and with deans, department 
heads, faculty and staff—to determine where 
cuts could be made and what academic 
structure made the most sense for the 
university moving forward.

Chancellor Steve Ballard formed the 
committee in 2011 and tasked its 
members with two things. first, they 
needed to identify criteria and guidelines 
for prioritizing programs so that ECU 
could make deeper cuts if  forced. They 

were also asked to suggest ways to reduce 
administrative expenditures by consolidating 
academic units. faculty positions should be 
protected, he said.

“Many analysts and longtime observers 
see this as the beginning of  a new era of  
permanent austerity for public universities,” 
Ballard wrote in a letter to the campus and 
public in April 2011. “This is not work we 
want to do, but it is work we have to do.”

Today, the university is organized in the same 
way as it was before the creation of  the PPC. 
Within three academic divisions—Academic 
Affairs, Health Sciences, and Research and 
Graduate Studies—reside 13 colleges and 
schools. However, each of  those units will 
make sacrifices.

A combination of  cost-cutting steps and 
program prioritization efforts should 
save the university $4 million in annual 
expenditures, according to PPC reports.

Campus-wide, academic administrative costs 
will be reduced by between $1 million and 
$2 million. Plans to reach that target were 

due to the chancellor and ECU Executive 
Council in October. An emphasis on 
coordination between Academic Library 
Services and Health Sciences Library 
Services will produce further cost savings, 
the committee said.

four departments will disappear as a result 
of  mergers within the College of  Education 
and the relocation of  programs in the 
Brody School of  Medicine. Stand-alone 
ECU centers and institutes, including the 
Center for Sustainable Tourism and the 
Center for Health Disparities Research, will 
be relocated to related colleges to reduce 
costs and take advantage of  joint faculty 
appointments.

finally, any time a high-level administrative 
office—a department chair or higher 
position—is vacated, an efficiency audit will 
be conducted.

Those who served on the 13-member 
committee that made those recommendations 
will tell you it took a lot of  work to reach 
those decisions.

Cut here, invest there
a s  f U n d i n g  fa l l s ,  e C U  T i g h T e n s  i T s  a C a d e M i C  B e lT  

B U T  i d e n T i f i e s  d e g r e e s  T h aT  P r o M i s e  f U T U r e  g r o w T h
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the commission sets a process

A geography professor and former 
department chair, now Interim Vice 
Chancellor of  Research and Graduate 
Studies Ron Mitchelson was selected to chair 
PPC. Ask him how he acquired the burden 
of  running such a difficult process and he’ll 
tell you, “someone had to volunteer.”

Working alongside Mitchelson were faculty, 
the academic vice chancellors, two deans 
and a Staff Senate representative. They were 
selected to represent all constituent groups 
that might be affected by any committee 
recommendation.

Three sessions were spent designing a 
process for the study alone, Mitchelson 
said. ECU based its strategy around a book 
by Robert Dickeson and Stanley Ikenberry 
titled Prioritizing Academic Programs: 
Reallocating Resources to Achieve Strategic 
Balance, though the committee “didn’t 
swallow it hook, line and sinker,” he added. 
They picked the elements that suited ECU.

The work proceeded in two phases. 
In Phase I, the committee judged 277 
programs on centrality, productivity and 
quality. Conducting that kind of  analysis 
is tricky and easy to accuse of  subjectivity, 
Mitchelson said. Prioritizing units ranging 
from master’s and bachelor degrees to 
certifications, licenses and concentrations 
wasn’t a painless process.

“It’s hard to measure quality,” Mitchelson 
said. “There are indicators, but it’s hard.”

In the end, 48 programs were targeted 
for reduction or elimination. They stretch 
across multiple subject areas, including the 
College of  Education, the School of  Music, 
Construction Management, Interior Design 
and Merchandising, and the Anthropology, 
Geography, History, Political Science, and 
Sociology departments within the Harriot 
College of  Arts and Sciences.

Several of  those programs are already 
winding down operations, according to a 
committee report. Others have declining 
enrollment or offer course work that would 

better fit under a different program.

But 67 other programs were identified as 
candidates for additional investment as 
funding and resources become available. 
Those include programs in the College 
of  Engineering, the College of  Nursing, 
the School of  Theatre and Dance, the 
Biology department, the Accounting and 
finance departments, the Department of  
kinesiology, the Department of  Nutrition, 
and Math/Science Education and 
Instructional Technology.

Together, the committee considered Phase 
I a roadmap to guide ECU through the 
next decade.

Phase II looked at how the programs—
like building blocks of  the university—
were arranged to create an academic 
structure. fifty-seven options for 
reorganization at the divisional, college 
and departmental levels were winnowed to 
four scenarios for change through a series 
of  forums and an online survey which 

drew more than 2,200 responses.

“We just wanted to make sure (the process) 
was really transparent, interactive and 
inclusive,” Mitchelson explained.

getting input from the 
stakeholders

Perhaps the most outward evidence of  
those aims came in the form of  17 forums 
held in March and April. Reacting to 
scenarios for structural change produced by 
the PPC, faculty, staff and administrators 
packed rooms in the Mendenhall Student 
Center to plead the case for their college or 
department. The committee put options on 
the table in April ranging from no change 
to the possibility of  dismantling up to three 
existing colleges.

feelings of  frustration and impatience were 
pervasive. Tears were shed during at least one 
forum.

“Please leave us and let us do well,” Intae 

ron Mitchelson



35

Yoon, professor in the Department of  Social 
Work, said during a faculty Senate meeting 
in March. “Let us stay on course. Let us not 
be distracted.”

After each occasion, Mitchelson expressed 
his thanks for attendees’ involvement in 
the process.

The committee eventually deemed the 
current academic structure at ECU 
“relatively efficient and effective.” The 
organization of  13 colleges and three 
divisions was not in need of  adjustment 
“unless warranted by budget restrictions,” 
according to a final PPC report, released 
April 27.

“The fact we didn’t eliminate any programs, 
some would view as failing,” Mitchelson said. 
He then cautioned, “But that door is open.”

Many university personnel said they 
understand it was a necessary reaction to 
economic circumstances, but they also say 
there are limits to how deep they can cut 
without damaging the student experience.

“for our college, it ended up being what I 
would describe as a healthy, housekeeping 
exercise,” said Chris Buddo, interim 
dean of  the College of  fine Arts and 
Communication. “The hope is that we’re 
positioning ourselves to deal (with reduced 
funding) in a more systematic way.”

Buddo’s college has multiple programs 
deemed worthy of  investment, but also 
several that ended up on the chopping block.

“In terms of  real savings, I’m not sure you 
could put a dollar figure on it, but you can 
reallocate resources, like faculty time,” he said.

It is now up to all deans and department 
heads to find places to cut their piece of  
that $1-$2 million in recurring spending. 
Transition measures for those centers and 
institutes merging with colleges are also 
already underway.

“The colleges illustrated to us that they 
were relatively well-structured,” Mitchelson 
said. “(But) you’re all going to pay a bit of  
the price.”

we’re not alone

ECU is not the only institution struggling 
with a new economic reality, and responses 
by universities have varied across the state. 
In 2011, the 16 campuses eliminated a 
total of  60 academic programs. Similar cuts 
continued this year.

Two writers for Inside Higher Ed became 
aware of  ECU’s efforts via the PPC while 
working on an unrelated piece about the 
future of  university leadership. They’ve 
since visited campus, conducted numerous 
interviews with administrators, and have 
finished writing a case study out of  their 
observations. 

ECU is doing it right, they said.

“Here we saw a fairly large university…
asking some very, very difficult questions 
about how you’re going to live in a changed 
environment,” said Dr. Richard Skinner.

“Asking doesn’t guarantee success,” added co-
author Dr. Emily Miller, “But we give them 
a lot of  credit.”

Skinner emphasized that the PPC’s work 
represents a “zero-sum game,” where 
if  administrators stop instituting the 
recommended changes the process seems 
fraudulent. But if  you’re successful in 
carrying them out, “no one’s going to cheer.”

“It showed a kind of  political courage that 
we just don’t see a lot of,” he said.

Questions remain at ECU about “where we 
want to be in general,” Mitchelson said. The 
university continues to be guided generally 
by the strategic principles, but he said it 
“can’t be all things to all people.” 

There’s also been an important sea change 
to come out of  the PPC, he added. “We’re 
setting the tone for times that won’t go back 
to normal. It assisted us in establishing a 
deeper culture of  accountability. Every one is 
sensitive to the need to be good stewards.”

All the original PPC reports and other 
detailed documents are available online at 
www.ecu.edu/ppc.

eFFiCienCy obJeCtiVeS Set

The Program Prioritization 
Committee recommended the 
following cost-cutting steps, 
expected to generate $1 .3 million 
in annual savings:

n reduce campus-wide 
academic administrative costs 
by between $1 million and $2 
million . Plans to reach that 
target would be due to the 
chancellor by oct . 15 .

n reduce the number of 
academic departments by four . 
That includes mergers within 
the College of education and 
the relocation of programs in 
the Brody school of Medicine .

n Move eCU centers and 
institutes (including the 
Center for sustainable Tourism 
and the Center for health 
disparities research) into 
related colleges to reduce 
costs and take advantage of 
joint faculty appointments .

n seek operational and 
administrative cost savings 
and coordination between 
academic library services 
and health sciences library 
services .

n Conduct efficiency audits any 
time a high-level administrative 
office (department chair or 
higher) is vacated .

Six DePArtMentS Merging

a handful of academic 
departments are recommended 
for relocation or consolidation:

n Merge library science and 
Business and information 
Technologies within the 
College of education .

n Merge higher, adult and 
Counselor education and 
educational leadership within 
the College of education .

n Move Physician assistant 
studies into family Medicine at 
the Brody school of Medicine .

n Move Clinical laboratory 
sciences to Pathology and 
laboratory Medicine at the 
Brody school of Medicine .

n Move the school of hospitality 
leadership to the College of 
Business .

n Move the department of 
nutrition into either the 
College of health and human 
Performance or the College of 
allied health sciences .
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‘there are so many things that 

you learn from the game that are 

applicable to other areas of life, 

and it’s always a good feeling 

knowing you’re part of something 

much bigger than yourself. Plus,  

it’s given me a sense of community 

since i always have a group of 

teammates to turn to whenever 

i need help with anything.”

—Soccer goalkeeper Christiane Cordero

No spotlight,
but plenty

of sacrifice,
achievement





On her blog, Christiane Cordero committed 
herself  to accomplishing 100 new things this 
year, a list that ranges from eating cake for 
dinner to feeding a homeless person. This 
fall she started what can be described as her 
101st goal: Succeeding in her last year as 
a student-athlete playing on a nonrevenue 
sports team.

Cordero is the starting goalie on the ECU 
women’s soccer team. A senior, she’s also 
an aspiring broadcast journalist. She is one 

of  about 205 ECU student-athletes who 
play on Olympic Sports teams—like soccer, 
tennis, volleyball, track and field—who 
seldom receive the public attention showered 
on revenue sports like football. 

Yet their days are just as hectic and their 
work is just as hard. They juggle classwork 
commitments with travel for away games and 
trade leisure time for relentless workouts and 
focused hours of  study. 

“There is no difference between the work 

ethic and training of  Olympic Sport 
athletes versus the work ethic and training 
of  revenue sport athletes,” says Athletics 
Director Terry Holland. 

Cordero’s work has paid off, in the classroom 
and on the field. Cordero, who has a 3.34 
GPA, earned a spot on the Conference 
USA Commissioner’s Honor Roll and the 
ECU Director of  Athletics Honor Roll. 
She recorded 81 saves on 191 shots in 2011 
and was named to C-USA’s All-Tournament 

38
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Team. This season, she was twice named the 
C-USA Defensive Player of  the Week and 
Women’s National Player of  the Week by 
Soccer News Net. Cordero recorded 11 saves 
during the two games, helping lead her the 
Pirates to victory against both opponents.

East wanted to learn what life is like for 
these students. With her permission and the 
agreement of  the Department of  Athletics, 
we spent some time in August shadowing 
Cordero so we could share her story.

12:30 P.M. broADCASt JournALiSM 
CLASS, Joyner eASt 

When Cordero arrives at her first class of  
the day—television editing and producing—
assistant professor Mary Tucker-McLaughlin 
teases her for being followed by “paparazzi.” 
As the class starts, Tucker-McLaughlin 
informs students they will be producing 
their own news broadcasts. They will work 
with students from another class to develop 
the stories, she says. They also will design 
their own station logos and create other 
video in the studio next door—a black-
walled room equipped with a green screen, 
an anchor desk, a TriCaster video editing 
system and two cameras.

This is familiar work to Cordero, who 
spent most of  the summer working as an 
intern at CNN in Atlanta for kyra Phillips, 
the anchor for the 11 a.m. broadcast. 
There, she was on a production staff 
that drafted content and scripts. It was a 
summer with plenty of  opportunities to 
learn under fire. The news was dominated 
by the U.S. Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision 
to uphold the Affordable Care Act and 
when a gunman killed 12 people and 
wounded 58 at a theater in Aurora, Colo. 

“That’s not something you look forward to,” 
she says of  the shootings. “At the same time, 
you learn a lot from it.”

Cordero says some people think reporters 
are calloused toward the victims in the 
stories they cover, but that isn’t true. “I 
would be in the control room and you 
would see all the different live feeds from 
the reporters in Aurora, and right before 
the live shot, they’re cleaning their faces 
because they’re tearing up.”

Cordero maintains a blog titled “All the 
Little Things.” Her posts vary from serious 
musings to chuckle-inducing tidbits about 
her day. One of  her recent tweets reads: “A 
good book and some heavy rain. Not bad, 
Monday. Not bad.” 

Other posts are more serious, such as one in 
which Cordero writes about a gift the CNN 
anchor gave her on her last day in Atlanta: an 
Iraqi National Soccer Team jersey. Phillips 

was given the jersey while covering the war 
in Iraq. knowing her intern’s love for soccer, 
Phillips passed the jersey on to Cordero.

“Not only was it an extremely symbolic 
present with so much sentimental value, but 
it helped me realize that soccer will always 
be part of  me,” Cordero wrote in a blog 
entry. “It helped me realize how fervently 
grateful I am that I started playing, if  only 
for the role that it plays—and always will 
play—in my life. 

“I joined a team way back in the day 
because it was fun and all my friends were 
doing it, but it’s become so much more 
profound than that. It’s been dynamic, 
turning from a social extracurricular 
(activity), to a potential way to fund school 
to the thing I hate doing (at 6 a.m.), to the 
foundation of  everything noteworthy I’ve 
ever accomplished in my life so far.”

2:30 P.M., trAining rooM,  
eCu SoCCer StADiuM

After taking the student transit bus from 
Main Campus to get her car, Cordero drives 
to the soccer field at the Olympic Sports 
Complex on Charles Boulevard. She has about 
an hour before practice begins, so Cordero 
pays a visit to the sports medical staff. 

She has a bursa sac on her hip, which the 
medical staff is treating with ultrasound to 
heat the tissue and relieve the swelling. After 
the ultrasound, Cordero changes into her 
practice uniform: a gray shirt, black shorts, 
padded gloves and shin guards.

At a few minutes before 3 o’clock, Cordero 
and two teammates walk out to the field so 
the two players can take practice shots on 
Cordero in goal. They grab several soccer 
balls and begin an unofficial pre-practice 
drill before the official team practice. 

Helping out her teammates before practice 
is a sign of  leadership, says Hali Oughton, a 
midfielder who, like Cordero, is a broadcast 
journalism major.

“She knows the game very well and takes the 
game seriously,” says Oughton, who is also 
Cordero’s roommate. “She pushes people 
around her to bring the most out of their game 
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and holds people to the highest standard.”

Cordero had never touched a soccer ball 
growing up in Valencia, Calif., until she 
got one as a present for her 12th birthday. 
She was hooked. At 13, she joined her first 
competitive soccer team. “It turned out to be 
a pretty good present,” she says.

Cordero didn’t want to attend college on the 

West Coast. Hoping for a spot on a Division 
I team and a scholarship, she mailed a video 
of  her playing highlights to several East 
Coast schools. Rob Donnenwirth, the ECU 
women’s head soccer coach, watched the 
video and was impressed.

Donnenwirth offered Cordero a spot on the 
team, but told her she wouldn’t be a starter 
her freshman year. He also told her the team 

also had given out all the scholarships it 
could. Cordero accepted anyway. During her 
sophomore year, she got her chance to start 
with the team. Donnenwirth noticed the 
improvement. “She took that spot and never 
let it go,” he says.

She and her teammates spend 12 to 15 
hours a week practicing for games that 
last 90 minutes. for away games, the 
team will leave for Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport on late Thursday 
and return to Greenville around 1:30 a.m. 
Sunday. The girls usually take that time to 
study and do homework.

All of  her effort also translates into other 
aspects of  her life. Cordero says she’s gained 
perspective as she’s gotten older and developed 
confidence as an athlete and as a person.

“There are so many things that you learn 
from the game that are applicable to other 
areas of  life, and it’s always a good feeling 
knowing you’re part of  something much 
bigger than yourself,” she says. “Plus, it’s 
given me a sense of  community since I 
always have a group of  teammates to turn to 
whenever I need help with anything.”

Cordero plays a position in which misses 
are very visible. “If  a goalkeeper makes 
a mistake, it’s going to be noticed,” 
Donnenwirth says.

On the field, during the day’s practice, the 
kicks start easy but get faster and harder 
as time goes by. It’s noticeable how many 
saves Cordero makes. At one point, she 
leaps to snare a speeding ball in mid-air 
and lands so hard the impact can be heard 
from the sidelines. 

“Start deeper, though, farther out,” Cordero 
yells to a teammate who is setting up a 
kick to her left. The player passes the ball 
to a teammate, who sends a kick just past 
Cordero. “Good job,” the goalkeeper shouts 
as she gets ready for the next one.

At another point, one of  the players kicks 
the ball and it hits the left post and rolls 
back just enough to cross the goal line. “I 
hope you got a picture of  that one,” Cordero 
shouts to a photographer standing nearby.



3:30 P.M., teAM PrACtiCe,  
eCu SoCCer FieLD

As Cordero’s unofficial practice continues, 
the rest of  the team makes its way to the 
field. They split into squads for a practice 
scrimmage, with half  the girls wearing yellow 
vests to mark themselves as the opposing team. 

Cordero and Ally Glover, the team’s other 
goalkeeper, begin by working with assistant 
coach Allison Lipsher. 

Cordero and Glover spend up to half  their 
practice time with Lipsher, performing 
drills that simulate game situations requiring 
them to dive, sprint out for crosses, and 
make reaction saves. At today’s practice they 
begin by tossing the ball back and forth to 
practice various kinds of  catches. Cordero 
and Glover also practice controlling and 
gripping the ball.

“Too much of  a snatch,” Lipsher admonishes 
Cordero as she prepares to roll the ball again. 
“Here we go.”

Most of  the skills Cordero displays on the 
field result from hours of  practice when no 
one was looking. There’s no time to think 
when the ball’s zipping at her during a game. 
If  she doesn’t react instantly, she’s more likely 
to give up a goal.

“The game is where they can’t be thinking 
about technique anymore,” Donnenwirth 
says. “If  you start thinking about 
technique when you’re a goalkeeper, you’re 
probably going to give up a lot of  goals. 
That stuff has to be muscle-memory, it 
has to become automatic and more reflex-
type saves. But you want your relax saves 
to have good technique. Otherwise, you’re 
going to give up goals; you’re probably 
going to get injured.”

following practice, the team remains in 
their locker room in the Olympic Sports 
Building watching film footage of  their next 
opponent, Old Dominion University.

7:00 P.M., gAMe DAy,  
eCu SoCCer FieLD

At ECU’s first home game of  the season in 
late August, the Pirates face Old Dominion, 
a team they defeated last year by 4-1. ODU 

is coming off a season-opening home victory 
over N.C. State. Meanwhile, ECU lost its 
first game, 2-1, in overtime to Campbell 
University. 

This time, the Pirates play so well against 
ODU that Cordero has only a few chances 
to defend goal. ODU gets to take only three 
shots on the goal. Cordero stops all three. 

Confidence is the key to goalkeeping, she 
says. “We’re the eyes and the ears of  the 
whole team because the whole game is in 
front of  us,” she says. “So if  we’re certain 
that we know what we’re doing, then 
everyone will have that mentality.”

The drizzle that started in the first half  gets 
worse as the game progresses, but Cordero 
shrugs it off. “It rained so many times during 
preseason training, so we would use it as an 
opportunity to work on all the things that 
usually scare goalkeepers in the rain—the 
awkward, slipping shots and knowing when 
to hold on to a ball versus deflecting it,” 
Cordero says.

In the 70th minute of  the game, freshman 
kendall frey scores ECU’s game-clinching 

goal, which also is the first goal of  her 
collegiate career. Cordero briefly applauds, 
then hollers at her teammates to get back 
into position.

After the win, Cordero describes the game 
as a mental test. “I had to stay tuned in and 
be ready for anything, while also helping 
my defenders out by being their eyes and 
ears,” she says. “I was really proud of  all 
my defenders.…We’ve been emphasizing 
communicating and working together as a 
defensive unit…and it turned out to be really 
effective, which helped limit ODU’s chances.”

After the game, the team walks to the middle 
of  the field to respond to their cheering fans. 
They wave and smile and Cordero blows a 
kiss at the crowd before turning to join her 
teammates on the walk back to the locker 
room. She needs to hurry home to get ready 
for classes tomorrow.

She’s feeling good. This was the first home 
game she’d helped win during the last year of  
her college career.

Her 102nd thing. 
East

want to read more from Christiane Cordero? 
Visit her blog at www.christianecordero.com.
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He’s a chauffeur for science

Scott Maxwell ’92 describes his job as being 
a chauffeur for science. He’s paid to drive the 
Mars Curiosity rover, NASA’s $2.6 billion, 
SUV-size thinking machine that’s just 
beginning to explore the red planet.

Maxwell, whose title is Mars Rover Team 
Lead, is among the most experienced of  
about a dozen engineers at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., who are 
entrusted with driving the NASA rovers. 
He’s worked for JPL for 18 years and was 
on the original team driving the Spirit and 
Opportunity rovers after they landed in 2004.

“There are times when I drive two rovers in 
one sol,” Maxwell said, using the term for 
a Martian day. “Curiosity is rated for two 
years, so we’re pretty sure that we can get at 
least that much science out of  it. I’ve been 
driving these rovers for nearly nine years, so 
with Curiosity I’m hopeful that I still have a 
long career ahead.”

On a recent night Maxwell’s team drove 
Curiosity about 100 feet, its longest trek to 
date. He works on an ever-changing clock 
because a Mars sol is about 37 minutes 
longer than an Earth day. “I have this really 
neat watch that I always have on me because 
it has Mars time on one side and Earth time 
on the other. So, this is sol 30 in terms of  
the mission and I’ve just finished a long 
day,” he said.

“The last thing the rover does before shutting 
down at night is it looks all around and 
takes pictures of  its surroundings and then 
transmits that to us. We reconstruct that 
landscape on our computers, in 3-D, and use 
animations to find the safest path to get it 
where it needs to go,” Maxwell said. “By the 
time the rover wakes up, the new programs 
already are written, they’ve been uploaded and 
it takes off. And then we come back to work 
12 hours later to find out if  we’ve scraped the 
fender on the side of  the garage.”

Maxwell said he was bitten by the science 
bug growing up in Rocky Mount. At first he 
was afraid to dream big. “Coming from an 
economically depressed area in rural eastern 
North Carolina, I always felt like there 
was this wall of  glass between me and my 
future. I had it in the back of  my mind that 
it wouldn’t work out for me. But you know, 
that’s just an illusion. You absolutely can do 
anything in the world (because) all those 
walls that you think are there, they aren’t.”

Maxwell double majored in English and 
computer science at ECU and usually had a 
couple of  part-time jobs. As he was about 
to graduate he was diagnosed with stage 2 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma by a Brody School 
of  Medicine doctor and received weeks of  
radiation therapy in Greenville. “fortunately 
for me, everybody did their job really well 
because I just marked 20 years of  being 
cancer free,” he said.

Having beaten cancer, Maxwell entered 
the master of  engineering program at the 
University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
Two years later, he interviewed at NASA and 
has worked in the space program ever since.

He drives a Prius when he’s on Earth, but 
he wouldn’t mind leaving Earth. “You know, 
I still get a lump in my throat whenever an 
episode of  Star Trek comes on television. 

PiraTe naTion



And I love it that in human history we’re able 
to do things for the first time, that I can, in 
effect, inhabit those robot bodies and exist 
on another planet,” he said.

Maxwell posts updates on his driving on 
Twitter at @marsroverdriver and on his blog, 
marsandme.blogspot.com. Below are two of  
his blog posts from earlier this year when he 
was driving the Spirit rover.

Spirit Sol 1157: we come in all hot to drive 
to the dark streak east of us—and are sorely 
disappointed . we had a joint-1 stall in the idd 
sequence yesterday . so today turns into a 
less exciting one; we just have to redo most 
of yesterday’s sequence . But at least it’s easy, 
and it’s oK to have an easy one now and then .

Spirit Sol 1152: we had a perfect bump to 
the rim yestersol, and we’re now ready to 
take the first eye of our long-baseline stereo 
here . Then, later this sol, we’ll creep 5m 
along the rim to the position where we’ll take 
the other eye . it’s rare that we drive along 
the rim like this; mostly, we drive up to the 
rim, then back away slowly and reapproach 
somewhere else . i muse about this out loud 
to (a colleague) and she has a great idea: 
let’s make a movie!

—Steve Tuttle

Accepting scholarship 
applications

The East Carolina Alumni Association is 
accepting scholarship applications for the 
2013-14 academic year through Jan. 31. 
To be eligible, students must be registered 
as a full-time undergraduate with at least 
12 credit hours and maintain at least a 2.7 
GPA at the end of  the fall 2012 semester. 
Students must demonstrate service to the 
university community and provide one 
signed letter of  recommendation along with 
their application. Recipients will be notified 
by e-mail in the spring and must be able to 
attend a Scholarship Luncheon in April.  

Since its inception in 2005, the Alumni 
Association scholarship program has 
awarded more than $200,000 to 156 
ECU students. Each year, events such as 
the Pirate’s Bounty Scholarship Auction, 
ECU Alumni Scholarship Classic golf  

tournament and Pirate Alumni Road Race 
and fun Run provide funding to help the 
best and brightest students succeed at ECU. 
Last academic year, the Alumni Association 
awarded 22 scholarships of  $1,000 or 
$2,500. 

for more information or to download 
the application, visit PirateAlumni.com/
scholarships. 

April is Service Month

The Alumni Association invites you to 
join in celebrating the university’s motto 
Servire, meaning To serve, this coming 
April. Hundreds of  Pirates and friends will 
participate in community service projects 
across the Pirate Nation in a coordinated 
month-long effort. Regional contacts will 
be planning service projects for alumni in 
their areas, but individuals are encouraged to 
lend a hand wherever help is needed. If  you 
are interested in participating or planning a 
service project for your area, contact Director 
of  Alumni Programs Tanya L. kern ’02  
at Tanya.kern@PirateAlumni.com or  
252-328-1958.

Pirate Contacts needed

Regional contacts are important volunteers 
for the Alumni Association. These Pirate 
Contacts volunteer and coordinate with 

Alumni Association staff to provide events 
and activities of  interest to alumni and 
friends in their region. for example, many 
regional contacts coordinate Service Month 
projects in April, football viewing parties 
during the fall, and other networking or 
social events throughout the year. 

Without the help of  its volunteers, the 
Alumni Association would not be able to 
fulfill its mission to inform, involve and serve 
members of  the ECU family throughout 
their lifetime relationship with the university. 

If  you would like to find out more about 
being a Pirate Contact or volunteering with 
the Alumni Association in other capacities, 
call Director of  Alumni Programs Tanya L. 
kern ’02 at 252-328-1958 or e-mail her at 
Tanya.kern@PirateAlumni.com.

Pirate Alumni road race  
and Fun run

Lace up your running shoes for the Alumni 
Association’s sixth annual Pirate Alumni 
Road Race and fun Run to be held April 
20. All alumni and friends are invited to 
participate in the 5k race, which starts at 
University Book Exchange on Cotanche 
Street and continues through historic fifth 
Street, or the one-mile fun run (below). All 
proceeds benefit the Alumni Association’s 
scholarship program.
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2012

ASHLEY LYNN BALL wed Stephen James Oskiera 
Jr. on June 16 at Our Lady of  Perpetual Help, Rocky 
Mount. Maid of  honor was April Williams ’11, and 
bridesmaids included Sarah Curzon ’07. SHARON 
JANELL BROCKETT wed NICHOLAS BRIAN 
LEWIS on May 26 at Covenant United Methodist 
Church, Winterville. Chelsie Buffington and Michelle 
Williamson ’11 were maids of  honor. Bridesmaids 
included Morgan Pearce ’11. Josh Hall was one of  the 
best men, and groomsmen included Jared Taunton. 
She is in the master of  public health program at the 
Brody School of  Medicine, and he is completing his 
undergraduate degree in middle grades education in 
the School of  Education. LOGAN LIDELLE MILLS 
wed TAYLOR MATTHEW WARD ’10 ’12 on July 
14 at first Pentecostal Holiness Church, Greenville. 
Bridesmaids included Elizabeth “Dani” Dominique 
Pate ’11 and Ashley Utley ’09. He is an auditing 
associate for kPMG, Norfolk, Va. CARLEY LYNN 
NELSON is the marketing and communications 
coordinator for Wilhelm Commercial Builders, 
Annapolis Junction, Md. ASHLEY CAROLE NOBLE 
wed Joseph Bryan Morris on June 16 at the Southport 
Community Building, Southport. She is a member 
of  the Delta Zeta sorority. LAUREN ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS wed CHARLES ADDISON HARVEY 
JR. ’11 on June 16 at first Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville. Bridesmaids included Kaitlyn Harrison. 
Ushers included Drew Meadows ’08 ’11, Tyler 
Warren ’05 and Travis Warren ’05. She works for Pitt 
County Schools, and he is a graduate assistant with 
the ECU athletic video department while pursuing a 
master’s degree in recreation and parks administration.

2011

JAYME EVVAN BEACHAM wed Jeremy Morgan 
Perry on March 31 at Duke Chapel, Durham. She is 
a physician assistant at Wilson Orthopaedic Surgery 
and Neurology Center, Wilson. BEN COBB joined 
Home Builders Supply Co. as vice president of  
finance and operations. SARAH MARGARET 
PETERSON wed David Preston Hoxie on April 28 
at Grace United Methodist Church, Wilmington. She 
is an occupational therapist at Moses Cone Memorial 
Hospital, Greensboro. AMY SHEW joined Mckim 
& Creed in Raleigh as a light detection and ranging 
technician. RAYMOND JOSHUA SIMPSON wed 
Jennifer Lynn Cook on June 2 at Corinth Baptist 
Church, Elizabeth City. KRISTIN ELIZABETH 
WINBOURNE wed Brian Patrick Blick on June 2 at 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, Annapolis, Md. Karen 
Elizabeth Winbourne ’05 was matron of  honor. 
Bridesmaids included Casey Lynn Rassau and Cassie 
Elizabeth Edwards. Groomsmen included Cameron 
Martin Johnson ’12. Ushers included Mark Lindsay 
’11. Lectors included Rebecca Blick ’11.

A LU M N i  S P Ot L i G h t

Class noTes

if you hurry you still may be able to catch Jeremy woodard ’01 in 
his third major musical as the star of Rock of Ages, a campy send-
up of the big-hair bands of the 1980s . The show is well into its 
third year on Broadway and has legs, as they say . he formerly was 
in the national tour of Miss Saigon and later in the national tour of 
hairspray. woodard performs as stacee Jaxx, the bad-boy rocker 
who falls in love with an ingénue fresh off the bus from Middle 
america . Their love story is told through hit songs by Journey, Bon 
Jovi, styx, Pat Benatar, foreigner, Twisted sister, asia, whitesnake 
and more . The musical received five Tony nominations, including 
Best Musical .

it’s a physically demanding role, woodard said . “There is so much 
head-banging that your neck gets sore . The dances aren’t that hard, 
but they are very physical and high-energy with a lot of moves with 
your knees up high . a lot of pounding .” Rock of Ages is playing at 
the helen hayes Theatre on west 44th street in Manhattan . Tickets 
start at $70, with shows daily except wednesdays .

—raleigh News & Observer
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2010

JOSHUA DENNIS GASKILL wed MEREDITH 
GRACE HOLTON on April 13 at the N.C. History 
Center, New Bern. He works for Pamlico County 
High School, and she is attending ECU. JOHANN 
GYLFASON opened Elite Sport and fitness, 
Greenville. CLARENCE GRAY JOHNSEY was 
named to N.C. Super Lawyers and Rising Stars 2012. 
This is his sixth recognition by the group. BRAD 
MCKEE joined the New Bern Police Department. 
MEGAN LEE MCLAIN wed BENJAMIN KEITH 
CROKE on June 23 in Thomasville. She is a first-
grade teacher at Thomasville Primary School, and 
he works for the Winston-Salem Police Department. 
ERIC RAY is curator of  the Museum of  the Coastal 
Bend at Victoria College, Victoria, Texas. He was a 
researcher with the city of  Corpus Christi, Texas. 
JESSICA ADELE WAYLAND wed Joseph Nicholas 
Simmons on March 24 at The Hayloft, McLeansville. 
She works for Meridian Park, Greenville.

2009

MARIAN DILLAHUNT is the seventh- to 12th-
grade English/language arts and social studies 
coordinator for the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City 
Schools. She was an English/reading teacher at 
Vance-Granville Community College, Henderson. 
JORDAN HAILEY EDWARDS wed kelly Justin 
Cox on June 30 at the Washington Civic Center, 
Washington, N.C. She is an accounts payable specialist 
for Attends Healthcare Products, Greenville. DANIEL 
JEROME FUSSELL III ’09 ’10 wed Olivia Megan 
Tyson on May 26 at Duplin Winery Vineyards, Rose 
Hill. He works for Lenoir Community College-
Early College High School. CAROLINE GAVIN 
KERMITZ wed William Justin Letchworth on Aug. 4 
at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church, Jacksonville, fla. 
She is an import sales specialist with Clear Channel 
Outdoor, Orlando, fla. Navy Seaman JUSTIN M. 
LAUTER completed basic training at Recruit Training 
Command, Great Lakes, Ill. HEATHER MCPHAIL 
MAYNOR wed Austin Lance Maynor on May 12 in 
Lumberton. She works for Cape fear Valley Medical 
Center, fayetteville, and is pursuing a master’s degree 
to become a family nurse practitioner. Ashton Wade 
was a bridesmaid. BLAINE SEALY wed Brittany 
Branch on April 14 at Mt. Elim Baptist Church, Red 
Springs. Groomsmen included Matt McDaniel ’11. 
He works at the Robeson County Department of  
Social Service. KATHERINE BLAIR TEACHEY 
wed Horace Greeley “Trey” Matthews III on May 19 
at Rose Hill Plantation, Nashville. Matron of  honor 
was Amanda Driver Pipkin. Bridesmaids included 
Candace Bryan Bell ’08, Katherine Elizabeth Neel 
and Jenna Kathryn Dragan. MIRIAM WAMER is 
director of  Open Door Ministries Child Development 
Center, Greenville. LAUREN LYNN WOOTEN 
wed Richard Bryan Wolfe on April 28 at Mt. Carmel 
United Methodist Church, Pikeville. She teaches at 
fremont STARS Elementary School, fremont.

A LU M N i  S P Ot L i G h t

elizabeth Lauten ’07 of alexandria, va ., 
was one of three people chosen in a 
contest by Cnn to cover the republican 
national Convention and file video news 
stories as part of the network’s ireport 
series . she received an all-expenses-
paid trip to Tampa, fla ., the site of the 
convention .

“i heard about (the contest) through 
a friend . it started off as a joke and i 

said ‘let’s make it campaign style,’ which is different from typical 
videos,” lauten said . “i thought i could get it out there and use my 
old broadcasting skills .” 

lauten first got involved in politics during her junior year at east 
Carolina, volunteering for local campaigns and participating in the 
College republicans group on campus . she also served as editor 
of the student newspaper, the East Carolinian. 

lauten works as a social and earned media manager at the Purple 
strategies consulting firm and writes movie and television reviews 
for an online publication . she previously served as press secretary 
for republican congressman Joe walsh of illinois and as a new 
media political manager for the republican national Committee . 

an op-ed by nathan Lean ’07 ’10, entitled 
“anders Behring Breivik: norway’s sane killer,” 
appeared in the Los Angeles times aug . 26 . a 
Middle east scholar and prolific writer on islam, 
lean is editor-in-chief of Aslan Media.  
his writings have appeared recently in 
the huffington Post, salon .com and 
the New York Daily News. 

lean earned a double major from 
eCU in piano performance and 
international studies and an Ma in 

international studies . Currently pursuing new research 
at georgetown University’s Center for Contemporary 
arab studies, lean also writes on american foreign 
policy, national politics and global affairs . 

This year he authored the 
islamophobia industry: how 
the Right Manufactures Fear 
of Muslims. and with eCU 
political science professor 
Jalil roshandel, director 
of the security studies 
program, lean co-authored iran, 
israel, and the United States: Regime 
Security vs. Political Legitimacy.

as an eCU graduate student, lean was 
awarded a U .s . department of state Critical 
language scholarship to study arabic in 
Tunisia during the summer of 2009 . 
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2008

JESSIE CONNER ’08 ’09 wed LLOYD HAROLD 
“TREY” JORDAN III on May 19 at the United 
Memorial Methodist Church, Thomasville. She teaches 
first grade in Pitt County Schools, and he is a staff 
auditor with Cahaba Safeguard Administrators. Dr. 
RYAN JAY CZMIEL received his doctor of  pharmacy 
degree from Wingate University and works as a Target 
pharmacist. ERIC FRASURE placed second in 
the 2012 Grandfather Mountain Highland Games. 
SHARON HUNEYCUTT is assistant principal at 
Red Oak Elementary School in Red Oak and Swift 
Creek Elementary School in Whitakers. She was 
assistant principal at Hubbard Elementary School, 
Battleboro. JORDAN ELIZABETH OAKLEY wed 
THOMAS PATRICK BALTES ’10 on June 23 at 
Bath United Methodist Church, Bath. Bridesmaids 
included Lauren Gray Edmonson ’08 and Christine 
Nicole Trompak ’10 ’11. Groomsmen included 
Michael Joseph Kratovil ’09. She is an exceptional 
children’s teacher at farmington Woods Elementary 
School, Cary, and he works with Enterprise Corp., 
Raleigh. KATIE ROHLEDER is the first museum 
director of  Discovery Place kIDS in Rockingham, 
which will open in 2013. She was a school librarian 
with Scotland County Schools. MEGAN WELLONS 

wed Matthew kyle Lee on June 16 at Princeton Baptist 
Church, Princeton. She is a special education teacher 
at four Oaks Elementary School, four Oaks. Dr. 
KORI BUCKNER WHITLEY joined Greenville 
OB&GYN. She completed her residency in obstetrics 
and gynecology at Wake forest University Baptist 
Medical Center. KATHERINE HARDY YOUNG 
wed MATTHEW RYAN OAKLEY ’10 on May 5 at 
the Old Sheldon Church Ruins, Yemassee, S.C. She is 
an administrator and office coordinator at WasteZero, 
Raleigh. He is a construction administrator with 
Oakley Collier Architects, Rocky Mount. 

2007

DAVID M. CONVERSE is an assistant project 
manager with Sfl+a Architects, which has offices 
in Charlotte, Raleigh and fayetteville. CHASE 
CROCKER is athletic director at Smithfield-Selma 
Senior High School, Smithfield. He was the head 
volleyball coach and an assistant baseball coach there. 
KRISTIN MILLS HAGGERTY wed Lance Michael 
Hoover on April 21 at Hayes Barton United Methodist 
Church, Raleigh. Bridesmaids included Katie Polk 
and Blair Wegner. She works for WakeMed Health 
and Hospitals. ELIZABETH ROSE HURLEY 
wed BRIAN LEE WOOD on May 26 at Greenville 
Country Club, Greenville. She is a senior medical 

technologist in the pathology department at Vidant 
Medical Center, Greenville. He works in accounting 
at Worthington farms, Greenville. Maid of  honor 
was Sara Hurley ’08. Bridesmaids included Krystan 
Matkins ’07 ’08 and Amy Minchew ’08. AMY 
MARIE LENFESTEY ’07 ’08 ’12 wed TAYLOR 
RYAN GAGNON ’08 ’09 on April 21 at St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church, Greenville. Bridesmaids 
included Diana Krimowski, April Stutzman ’08 and 
Mary Windham ’08. Groomsmen included Kevin 
McGillicuddy ’09, Clay Koonce ’09, Jason Wood ’09, 
Tyler Scott Duffee ’09, Christopher Forte ’08 and 
Jared Hayes ’08. She is a resident physician at Vidant 
Medical Center, and he, a former ECU basketball 
player, is a senior financial services representative at 
first Citizens Bank, Greenville. MELISSA LAYNE 
POWELL ’07 ’09 wed GREGORY SCOTT 
HODGES ’05 ’09 on Sept. 17, 2011, at the N.C. 
Aquarium, Roanoke Island, Manteo. Matron of  
honor was Sarah Boyle ’09, and bridesmaids included 
Emily Woodrum ’07 ’09 and Cara Wiseman ’07 ’09. 
Groomsmen included Anthony Bowers ’99, Daniel 
Wiseman ’05 ’09 and Brian Wurzinger ’05 ’11. She 
is an occupational therapist at Vidant Medical Center, 
Greenville, and he is a research associate in ECU’s 
Office of  Institutional Planning and Assessment 
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A LU M N i  S P Ot L i G h t

An email from gary Parisher ’87 
of Birmingham, Ala. Before this 
venture, he worked for many 
years in the pharmaceutical 
industry, which brought him in 
contact with families battling 
cancer and genetic diseases.

“a little more than a year 
ago, we launched an internet-
based specialty gift company 
called Cheeriodicals (cheerful 
+ periodicals) in Birmingham, 
ala . The concept—magazines 
and edibles delivered in a 
green keepsake box tailored to 
the tastes of the recipient—is 
catching on as people look for 
alternatives to sending flowers, 
fruit or candy .

“while Cheeriodicals are a 
great cheer-up gift for anyone, 
they are just what the doctor 
ordered for hospitalized 
children . we partnered with 
Children’s hospital of alabama 
to design a Cheeriodical for 
various ages of children, 
including magazines they’d 
like and playthings for their hospital rooms . The product was an 
immediate hit with pediatric patients . realizing that not everyone’s 
family could afford to purchase one, we reached out to corporate 
sponsors and asked them to sponsor a Cheeriodicals day at hospitals 
where every child would receive a gift box .

“we’ve held Cheeriodicals 
days at Children’s 
hospital of alabama, st . 
Jude Children’s research 
hospital in Memphis and 
Children’s healthcare of 
atlanta . The most recent 
event was at Children’s 
hospital in new orleans, 
where we provided a 
team-building event for 
wells fargo . a team of 
400 employees from 
wells fargo’s government 

and institutional Banking group assembled the Cheeriodicals and 
then a smaller group delivered them room by room at the hospital .”  

the Atlanta event was sponsored by one of Parisher’s roommates 
at ECU, James McKee ‘87, who is CEO of an Atlanta-based software 
company, M9 Solutions. in a blog post about the experience, McKee 
wrote:

“when my college buddy and lifelong friend gary Parisher told me 
about the children’s charity work his company was heading up, i 
knew this was a perfect opportunity for the M9 team to help in any 
way we could . on aug . 6, we traveled to atlanta’s Children hospital 
at egleston to distribute big green boxes of goodies to over 250 
patients . we wanted to share the tremendous satisfaction from 
participating in this incredible day . seeing the smiles on the faces of 
the children, parents and hospital staff was something none of us will 
ever forget .”
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Research. CANDICE NICHOLE SLATE wed 
Christian Davis Covington on June 30 at Gray 
Auditorium, Old Salem Visitor Center, Winston-
Salem. Her attendants included Jennifer Carter ’07 
’09. She is a bereavement counselor at Hospice of  
Davidson County in Lexington. MARY KATHARINE 
LARKINS WARD wed BRANDON ALBERT 
HARRIS ’05 ’07 on May 19 at the home of  the bride. 
Bridesmaids included Lauren Renn Carnighan ’05, 
Kourtney Elise Thompson, Catherine Leigh Reilly 
and Elizabeth Adrienne Smith ’06. Groomsmen 
included Kelly Christopher Hodges ’04 and Jefferson 
Haigwood Lea ’04 ’06. She is a sales representative 
with Package Craft Box Manufacturer, Bethel, and he 
is a certified public accountant with Ernest and Young, 
Raleigh. BRAD WILLIFORD is a construction 
administrator for Stewart Engineering, Raleigh. 

2006

APRIL PAUL BAER ’06 ’08 was named one of  
Maryland’s “20 in Their Twenties” Award by the Daily 
Record, which features Maryland’s up-and–comers who 
are successful by the age of  30. She is coordinator 
for university wellness at frostburg State University, 
frostburg, Md. KIRSTIN BUCHANAN BURGESS 
is an assistant women’s tennis coach at ECU. She was a 
four-year letterman for the Pirates from 2003-06. She 
posted a career singles record of  60-48 and a doubles 
record of  77-31. HEATHER MARIE HOLLOMAN 
’06 ’08 wed BRIAN ADRIAN DAVIS ’07 on June 2 
at Proctor Memorial Christian Church, Grimesland. 
Bridesmaids included Jessica Hendrix ’07 and Kim 
Holsclaw ’03 ’05. Groomsmen included John Elson 
’11 and Nathan Ford ’07. She is a speech therapist 
with Rehab Care at kinston Rehab and Healthcare 
Center. He works at ECU. MICHELLE ROYSTER 
is principal of  Johnson Elementary School, Rocky 
Mount. She was principal at Cedar Grove Elementary 
School, Nashville. ELIZABETH RUBY HOWARD 
wed Pennock Stephen Ten Eyck on March 24 at 
Carteret Street United Methodist Church, Beaufort, 
S.C. Kathleen Harrell ’05 was matron of  honor and 
Amanda Everette ’05 was a bridesmaid. She teaches 
dance at Lady’s Island Elementary School and Jayne 
Richardson’s Dance Studio. She was president of  Zeta 
Tau Alpha at ECU. DOUGLAS SCHILLER ’06 ’08 
received his doctor of  osteopathic medicine degree 
from Lincoln Memorial University-DeBusk College  
of  Osteopathic Medicine, Harrogate, Tenn. He 
received the Emergency Medicine Award, presented  
to an outstanding student entering the field of  
emergency medicine.

2005

MERRILL GRAY BRINSON wed TRAVIS 
ANDREW BRIGHT ’04 on April 28 at the Country 
Club of  the Crystal Coast, Pine knoll Shores. Maid of  
honor was Lindsey Wendt ’04. Matron of  honor was 
Erica Brinson ’04, and bridesmaids included Morgan 
Herr ’00. Groomsmen included Will Brinson ’04 ’06. 
She is the cancer registry supervisor at Vidant Medical 

Follow us on Twitter

facebook.com/pirateradio1250
Become our fan on Facebook

@pirateradio1250



Center, Greenville, and he is self-employed. JEFF 
BUCK ’05 ’12 is a recruiter and personnel coordinator 
at Nease Personnel, Greenville. RICHARD L. 
PAYLOR is principal of  Newport Elementary School, 
Newport. He was assistant principal at the school 
since 2009. Dr. DAVID RAMSAY joined Digestive 
Health Specialists at its Thomasville and Winston-
Salem offices. He was with the Department of  Veterans 
Affairs at the Washington, D.C., VA Medical Center.

2004

ROBERT BATTS  ’04 ’10 is assistant principal 
at Southern Nash High School, Bailey. He was 
assistant principal at Nash Central Middle School, 
Nashville. Dr. MATTHEW S. CUMMINGS 
joined the medical staff of  Southeastern Regional 
Medical Center in Lumberton, providing care through 
the Southeastern Heart Center managed by Duke 
Medicine. ANGELA GALLAGHER is principal of  
South Scotland Elementary School, Scotland County. 
JONATHAN LYENS ’04 ’07 was appointed by 
Gov. Jerry Brown to Area Board V of  the California 
State Council on Developmental Disabilities. He 
is an employee relations representative for the City 
and County of  San francisco. JENNIFER DARE 

MACNEILL ’04 ’05 wed Cory Allan Lantman 
on June 25 at Greenville first Christian Church, 
Greenville. He is currently enrolled at ECU. Matron of  
honor was Jamie Grimes ’06, and maid of  honor was 
Christina Jones ’09. Among the honorary bridesmaids 
were Kelli Clay ’05 and Jana Haislip ’04. Groomsmen 
included Jonathan Jenkins ’10 ’12. JOHN TYSON 
’04 ’09 was promoted to vice president and controller/
treasurer of  Select Bank and Trust, Greenville. Dr. 
KELLYE NICHELLE WORTH wed ERIC HALL 
’10 on May 5. They live in Charlotte where she is 
an attending physician in the emergency department 
at Carolinas Medical Center-University, and he is a 
technical analyst for Steritech.

2003

SUSANNAH NICHOLS joined Livesay & Myers, 
P.C., Manassas and fairfax, Va., where she will practice 
immigration law. BRIAN RIMPF was named head 
football coach at Jack Britt High School, Cumberland 
County. He was a three-time All-Conference USA 
selection for ECU and was selected to play in the 2003 
Senior Bowl. He was selected by the Baltimore Ravens 
in the seventh round of  the 2004 NfL draft. He also 
played in the Arena and United football leagues. He 

operates a recruiting service called BigShowCombine.
com designed to help football players in grades 8-11 
improve their chances of  being recruited by colleges. 

BEN SANDERSON ’03 
’06 is assistant coach and 
recruiting coordinator for 
the ECU baseball team. 
He played for the Pirates 
from 2000 to 2003; 
during that time the 
Pirates had four NCAA 
Regional appearances 
(2000-03), one Super 

Regional (2001) and a combined 170-78-2 record. As 
a senior he earned his second of  two NCAA Regional 
all-tournament team selections in the Atlanta Regional 
and was the first recipient of  the honorary No. 23 
jersey which was the number worn by ECU head coach 
keith LeClair throughout his coaching and playing 
career. EDWIN MATTHEW “MATT” SELF is vice 
president of  Web Talent Marketing, Lancaster, Pa. He 
was director of  sales at Macula Group. LESLEY 
TYSON ’03 ’09 is principal of  Stokes Elementary 
School, Pitt County. She was assistant principal of  
Wahl-Coates Elementary School, Greenville.
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establish your Legacy: Support east Carolina
A gift from your retirement plan (IRA, 401(k), and other qualified retirement plans)  

can enable you to leave a perpetual legacy at ECU while capturing multiple tax benefits! 

When you give a percentage or a specific dollar total from 
your retirement plan to East Carolina University through 
the East Carolina University Foundation Inc., East Carolina 
University Medical & Health Sciences Foundation Inc., or 
the East Carolina University Educational Foundation Inc. 
(the Pirate Club), you can help future students while gaining 
a tax advantage. This specific asset is often the place where 
the greatest amount of  your wealth resides, and by using it, 
you can avoid or reduce both income and estate taxation. This 

asset is also among the most difficult to pass to beneficiaries 
because it is a deferred tax asset. For these reasons, using this 
asset as a gift allows you to take better care of  your heirs while 
leaving a perpetual legacy at ECU. This easy process can be 
done by filling out a beneficiary designation form, which is 
available through your plan provider. For more information 
about contributing a planned gift or joining the Leo W. Jenkins 
Society, call 252-328-9573, e-mail abeyounisg@ecu.edu, or visit 
our Web site at www.ecu.edu/devt.

office of university Development 
2200 S. Charles boulevard

east Carolina university
greenville, nC 27858-4353



2002

DAVID ALLSBROOK exhibited his two- and three-
dimensional art at Circa Gallery, Asheboro, in summer 
2012. MATTHEW DRISCOLL received his doctor 
of  musical arts degree at the University of  Iowa. He is 
an adjunct professor at Cornell College, Mt. Vernon, 
Iowa, and Central College, Pella, Iowa, as well as band 
director for Bennett Elementary School, Bennett, 
Iowa. Army National Guard Specialist FRANCESCA 
D. LATTIE graduated from basic combat training 
at fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. BRIAN LEWIS 
wed Brynn Lauren Mileski on June 9 at St. Aloysius 
Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Groomsmen included 
John Batchelor ’03 and Jonathan Henry ’02 ’05. He 
works for SAIC, a government contracting firm in 
Arlington, Va. ERIC MITCHELL is principal at Red 
Oak Elementary School, Red Oak. He was principal 
at Spring Hope Elementary School, Spring Hope. 
CINDY JOELL ANDERSON SEYMOUR ’02 ’06 
and MARK SEYMOUR ’01 had a son, Silas Edward. 
JOHANNA SWEET LITTLE received her DEd in 
human and organizational learning from the Executive 
Leadership Program at George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C. She and her husband had their 
first child in July. TODD VIVERETTE is senior 
principal scientist at DSM Pharmaceuticals, Greenville, 
and his wife, ASHLEY KING VIVERETTE ’06, 
is director of  activities at Longleaf  Neuro-Medical 
Treatment Center, Wilson. They had their first child 
in July. DEBBIE MCINTYRE WRENN is principal 
of  East Rockingham Elementary School, Rockingham. 
She was k-12 curriculum director for Richmond 
County Schools.

2001

CHUCK DULIN is principal of  Pate-Gardner 
Elementary School in Scotland County. PHILLIP 
GILFUS, a fayetteville attorney in the Mitchell Law 
Group, graduated with an executive master’s of  public 
administration degree from Golden Gate University, 
San francisco. DIEGO C. NOCETTI, associate 
professor of  economics and finance in the Clarkson 
University School of  Business, Potsdam, N.Y., received 
the John W. Graham Jr. faculty Research Award 
at the 2012 commencement. SARAH PAULING 
wed Craig Midgett on April 21 at Davidson United 
Methodist Church, Davidson. She is a speech language 
pathologist with the Mecklenburg County Children’s 
Developmental Services Agency.

2000

LAURA BAILEY is testing coordinator at Scotland 
High School, Laurinburg. She was director of  the 
engineering program at Jack Britt High School, 
fayetteville. Ensign DAVID BURR received his 
commission from the U.S. Coast Guard Officer 
Candidate School. KEVIN SMITH ’00 ’05 ’11 is 
principal of  Belvoir Elementary School, Pitt County. 
He was principal of  Stokes Elementary School.

in her second book on a topic 
she knows well, Dawn obrecht 
’70 offers practical lessons on 
navigating the two phases of 
recovery from drug and alcohol 
addictions . she learned these 
lessons as an addict herself, 
years when she “walked the path 
of self-destructive behaviors 
and dysfunctional relationships .” 
she’s been in successful 
recovery since 1984, has 
traveled the world as a medical 
missionary, and now writes 
from and practices medicine in 
steamboat springs, Colo ., where 
she’s widely known as docdawn .

From the Edge of the Cliff: 
Understanding the two Phases 
of Recovery and Becoming the 
Person You’re Meant to Be is 
a guidebook and the real-life 
story of someone who has used 

these same lessons to maintain 28 years of 
recovery . obrecht says she overcame her own 
addiction by facing the reality of the disease, 
understanding the recovery process and finding 
a personal relationship with god . 

after earning a chemistry degree at eCU, 
obrecht returned home to study medicine 
at the University of Maryland . she settled in 
Colorado in 1976; she was a professor at the 
University of Colorado health sciences Center 
from 1996 to 2008 and medical director of a 
chemical dependency unit there . for many 
years she also had a busy family medicine 
practice . now she travels to rural communities, 
filling in for physicians who need time off .

her first book, Mission Possible, came out 
in 2009 . it recounts her adventures as a 
volunteer medical missionary, experiencing 
the devastation of a tsunami, the aftermath of 
Katrina and the jungles of Brazil . Both books 
are available at amazon .com .

From the Edge of the 
Cliff: Understanding the 
Two Phases of Recovery 
and Becoming the Person 
You’re Meant To Be

260 pages, $18.95
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1999

KATHERYNE BROOKE BISSETTE was the 
Edgecombe Community College 2012 N.C. 
Community College Academic Excellence Award 
nominee. DEBRA “DEBBIE” AICHINGER 
JOHNSON had a son, Jeffrey Matthew Johnson Jr. 
BRAD JONES ’99 ’05 was promoted to principal at 
Cedar Grove Elementary School, Nashville. EMILY 
BLAKE LITTLE ’99 ’00 wed Mitch Walrath on July 
14 in a garden ceremony at their home in Los Angeles. 
She is a freelance screenwriter. KEITH MCKENZIE 
is principal of  Richmond Senior High School, 
Rockingham. He was principal of  East Rockingham 
Elementary School. CORY SATTERFIELD is 
assistant superintendent for human resources for 
Scotland County Schools. He was principal of  
Richmond Senior High School, where he was named 
the 2010-11 Sandhills Regional Principal of  the Year. 
BIANCA GENTILE SHONEMAN ’99 ’08 is the 
first full-time director of  Uptown Greenville.

1998

MAURICE HARRIS ’98 ’06 is principal at 
Wellcome Middle School, Greenville. He was assistant 
principal at North Pitt High School, Greenville. 
DENITRA “SHAY” HAYES ’98 ’02 is an assistant 
coach for the George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C., women’s basketball team. She was 
an assistant coach for the ECU women’s basketball 
team. HANK KEEL was promoted to Greenville 
store manager for Home Builders Supply Co. JOHN 
KERNS joined Martin Enterprises, Williamston, 
as the developmental disability service manager. 
He was with the ARC of  NC. LAURA BARDEN 
MANGUM ’98 ’00, media coordinator at North Pitt 
High School, Pitt County, is the county’s High School 
Media Coordinator of  the Year. LOIS CAROL 
WHEATLEY wrote Arcadia Publishing’s new Images 
of  America book, Carolina Beach.

1997

JERRY MURPHY opened Murphy Chiropractic 
and Wellness, P.A., in Rockingham after practicing in 
Illinois for 10 years.

1996

NIKKI BAILEY is director of  Open Door Ministries 
After School program, Greenville. JASON PAINTER 
’96 ’98 is director of  The Science House at N.C. 
State University. He was executive director of  the 
N.C. Science Olympiad. JEFF RORER ’96 ’98 ’06 
is chair of  the science department at Pitt Community 
College, Winterville, where he was a full-time science 
instructor for eight years. JOHN WHEELER received 
his doctorate in educational leadership from UNC-
Chapel Hill and was awarded the Patrick and Joanne 
Carlton Award for dissertation research in educational 
leadership. He is principal of  Cedar Ridge High 
School, Hillsborough.

1995

ROB GLUCKMAN joined the board of  Helping 
People Succeed, a nonprofit serving families in Martin, 
St. Lucie, Indian River and Okeechobee counties 
in florida. He is COO for Treasure Coast Urgent 
and family Care, Treasure Coast Primary Care and 
Employee Wellness, Stuart, fla. MICHAEL PAGE 
TEER JR. wed Lillian Duer Smith on April 14 at 
first Presbyterian Church, Wilmington. He is a vice 
president and senior loan officer with TD Bank in 
Wilmington. 

1994

SANDY ANNE ENGLISH HAYENGA completed 
her master’s in special education pre-k to 12 at 
Western Governor’s University. She and her husband, 
DANIEL HAYENGA ’92, completed adoption 
and citizenship for their third child. He completed 
his master’s in aeronautics and aviation operations 
at Emory-Riddle University. VEVLYN LOWE is 
Clinton City Schools’ 2012-13 Jack and kitty Morisey 
Teacher of  the Year. She teaches music at Sampson 
Middle School, Clinton. KATINA LYNCH ’94 ’96 
is assistant principal at Red Oak Middle School, Red 
Oak. She was assistant principal at Nash Central High 
School, Rocky Mount. CAROL JONES SHIELDS 
’94 ’00 presented her research on the Hamilton 
Rosenwald School Preservation Project at the 1st 
National Rosenwald Conference at Tuskegee University 
hosted by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
Dr. BROCK WOMBLE ’94 ’96 ’01 is superintendent 
of  Alexander County Schools. He was superintendent 
of  Mitchell County Schools since 2006.

1993

SHARON NASSEF SWINDELL retired from the 
Pitt County Public Health Department as a public 
health nurse II.

1992

MARTY BAKER ’92 ’03 ’11, principal of  Ayden-
Grifton High School, Pitt County, is the county’s 
Media Administrator of  the Year.

1991

CHARLES CHESTNUT ’91 ’96 is assistant 
principal at Northern Nash High School, Rocky 
Mount. He was principal at Johnson Elementary 
School, Rocky Mount.

1990

JOHN FELTON, special agent for the U.S. 
Department of  Justice, Bureau of  Alcohol, Tobacco, 
firearms, and Explosives, was reassigned to the 
Internal Affairs Division. He was group supervisor and 
resident agent in charge for offices in Ann Arbor and 
Detroit, Mich. In 2012, he received his M.A. from 
Seton Hall University. He is married to the former 
SONJA LOVE FELTON ’91, who received an MPA 
from N.C. State University and an MSW from the 
University of  Michigan.

1989

GLORIA WHITLEY is assistant principal at 
Englewood Elementary School, Rocky Mount. She was 
principal at W.L. Greene Alternative School, Nashville.

1988

STUART BLOUNT ’88 ’90 ’96 is superintendent of  
Clinton City Schools. He was assistant superintendent 
for Scotland County Schools. OIE OSTERKAMP, 

president of  the ECU Commerce 
Club since 1988, was named 
executive director of  the Ronald 
McDonald House in Durham. 
He is the president of  Sharefish, 
an organization that fights 
poverty in remote villages of  
Honduras by providing 
educational opportunities. He 

recently published two books, a children’s book, A 
Sharefish Tale, and his third book, The Second Day.

1987

DON ADKINS of  the Edward Jones financial services 
firm received its Ted Jones Prospecting Award, which 
recognizes Edward Jones brokers who recruit at least 10 
new accounts per month in their first year with the firm. 

ELIZABETH GARRETT 
INGRAM was named vice 
president of  market access 
strategy at Bristol-Myers Squibb 
US Pharma ceuticals. She was 
with Novo Nordisk as executive 
director of  health economics and 
outcomes research within clinical, 
medical and regulatory affairs.  
WENDY S. LEUTGENS was 
named COO of  Loyola 
University Medical Center, 
Chicago, Ill. An RN with more 
than 20 years of  experience in 
hospital operations, nursing 
management and physician 
practice management, she worked 
at Vanderbilt University Medical 

Center, Nashville, Tenn., where she oversaw the 
professional services division, encompassing radiology, 
pharmacy, laboratories, radiation oncology, access 
services, medical information services, allied health 
programs and acute rehabilitation services.

1986

TIM EDWARDS is director of  healthcare advisory 
services with Price Waterhouse Coopers, Raleigh. He 
was regional vice president of  client services for Xerox 
Services, Healthcare Provider. NELSON N. HARTE III 
is director of  the firstHealth of  the Carolinas Wound 
Care Centers, Pinehurst. He was business manager 
of  firstHealth Home Care Services. CHIP LITTLE 
was appointed to the Greenville Utilities Board of  
Commissioners for a three-year term. He manages real 
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estate projects for McRae & Associates, Greenville. 
SIDNEY RABON is market president for Wells 
fargo’s Elizabeth City market. A 20-year bank veteran, 
he lives in Elizabeth City with his wife, ELIZABETH 
“BETSY” RABON, who previously worked as center 
coordinator for the EC Alumni Association.

1985

WILLIAM JOSEPH “BUTCH” WAHL JR. 
was elected to the Mineral County (W. Va.) Board 
of  Education. He works with the West Virginia 
Department of  Education.

1984

CRYSTAL WHITLEY ’84 ’85 ’05 is principal at 
Englewood Elementary School, Rocky Mount. She 
was assistant principal at Red Oak Elementary School 
in Red Oak and Swift Creek Elementary School in 
Whitakers.

1983

JOE CLARK is director of  the City of  Durham’s 
fleet Management Department. He was manager 
of  the city’s financial operations division. KEITH 
BARKER SIMMONS exhibited his paintings at the 

Robeson County History Museum, Lumberton.

1982

MELONIE TYSON BRYAN ’82 ’87 retired from 
the Pitt County financial Services Department after 
16 years. She was appointed to the ABC Board in Pitt 
County. She was the deputy county manager/chief  
financial officer. 

1981

JESSE GLENN KELLUM is the boys’ basketball 
coach at Richlands High School, Richlands.

1980

BILLY BEST ’80 ’84 was inducted into the 13th class 
of  the Cape Cod Baseball League Hall of  fame. He 
played just one summer in the Cape for falmouth where 
he batted .398 with a league record 32-game hitting 
streak for the Commodores in 1979. He hit safely in a 
league-record 39 of  41 games, belted four home runs, 
recorded 13 doubles with 25 RBI, scored 40 runs and 
was named to the All-League Team and voted to the 
1970s CCBL All-Decade Team. He was a four-year 
letter winner for the Pirates from 1977 to 1980. JAN 
FOUST retired as senior executive accountant for 

Dowdy Student Stores and Business Services after a 32-
year career at ECU. GREGORY A. SHACKELFORD 
joined Southern Bank as senior vice president/regional 
executive for the bank’s South Region.

1979

ANTHONY CRAIG BAKER ’79 ’81 is principal of  
Pender High School, Burgaw. He was principal of  East 
Wake High School of  Health Science, Wendell.

1978

Dr. ROBERT BARRETT 
is dean of  Lander 
University’s College of  
Business and Public Affairs, 
Greenwood, S.C. He was 
dean of  the College of  
Business and Applied 
Professional Sciences at 
South Carolina State 
University, Orangeburg, S.C. 
CHARLES “CHARLIE” J. 

HARDY is the founding dean of  the College of  
Health and Human Services at UNC Wilmington.  
He was the founding dean of  the Jiann-Ping Hsu 
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College of  Public Health and the dean of  the Jack N. 
Averitt College of  Graduate Studies, both at Georgia 
Southern University.

1976

BOB BAILEY ’76 ’77 received the 2012 Naismith 
Coaches Award from Rockingham County Schools 
honoring his commitment to sports. Since 1992, he 
has served as head baseball and football coach, assistant 
softball coach and athletic director at McMichael 
High School. JOSEPH S. BOWER, an attorney with 
White & Allen, P.A., stepped down from the Lenoir 
County Transportation Committee after nearly 20 
years of  service. SHERI MOSLEY STRICKLAND 
’76 ’84 received the Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine from 
Gov. Bev Perdue at the annual convention of  the N.C. 
Association of  Educators for which she served as

president for four years. BILL 
WULZYN retired as a driver 
education instructor for Lenoir 
County Schools after 35 years. 
He taught more than 8,200 
students how to drive, logged 
more than 2 million miles on 
county roads and wore out 17 
driver’s ed cars. 

1975

Dr. DEBORAH BETTHAUSER BRITT ’75 ’77 
was selected as an Albert Einstein Distinguished 
Educator fellow in the Computing Information, 
Science and Engineering office of  the National 
Science foundation. fellows works in the Washington, 
D.C., area with policy makers and program managers 
developing or managing educational programs.

1974

DARRELL HARRISON’s ’74 ’79 business, Xerox 
Sales Agency, Greenville, received President’s Club 
status for 2011, which recognizes top performers in 
the U.S. by agency size and market. Dr. SAMUEL 
HOUSTON was inducted into the Rhododendron 
Society of  the Reich College of  Education, 
Appalachian State University, which recognizes 
professional excellence. He is president and CEO 
of  the N.C. Science, Mathematics, and Technology 
Education Center. Dr. ROBERT TWILLEY ’74 
’75 was named executive director of  the Louisiana 
State University-based Louisiana Sea Grant College 
Program. He was vice president for research at the 
University of  Louisiana at Lafayette.

1973

CYNDRA HOLLAND GASPERINI ’73 ’77 
’85 is chair of  the early childhood department, Pitt 
Community College, Greenville.

1970

JIM MODLIN joined The Sportscenter Athletic 
Club, Greensboro. He does radio broadcasting for 
the Greensboro Grasshoppers baseball team. DAVID 

A LU M N i  S P Ot L i G h t

a favorite pastime on campus in the 1940s was guessing who was who 
with the Kearney twins, illmar (left) and wilmar (right) . The identical 
twins from snow hill, n .C ., were active in clubs, served as college 
marshals and were in the May Court . They followed their mother here, 
Annie Dorn ginn ’12 . after graduation they became schoolteachers, 
like their mother . a recent letter from illmar Kearney nobles ’46 ’62, 
who lives in stokes, tells us she and wilmar Kearney Pleasant ’46, who 
lives in angier, are retired as teachers . she says the family now has 
four generations of eCU alumni with grandsons Matt nobles ’07 and 
brian nobles . “we had Miss Jenkins, Miss davis and Miss graham as 
teachers, as did our mother . we have a special place in our hearts for 
our school and proudly fly the eCU flag,” illmar wrote .

54

Look at their 
individual 
photos above, 
then guess if 
it was ilmar 
or wilmar 
Kearney 
chosen May 
Day Maid  
of Honor 
in 1946.

which 
twin is 
this?

it was wilmar.
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OLIKER will retire in early 2013 after 30 years as 
CEO of  MVP Health Care, Rochester, N.Y. He is a 
member of  ECU’s board of  visitors.

1969

GEORGE BRIGHT is director of  the Northeastern 
Community Development Corp. He was the resource 
development associate at food Bank of  the Albemarle. 

RICHARD B. 
BROUGHTON 
and his wife, 
Claire, of  
Morehead City 
were recognized 
for a second year 
for their fund-

raising efforts to benefit the Michael J. fox foundation 
for Parkinson’s Research. Each spring they organize the 
“Annual OBX CruZ to Cure Parkinson’s Disease.” 
JOHN W. FLOARS retired after 34 years with the 
Central Intelligence Agency and Defense Intelligence 
Agency in Washington, D.C. Previously, he was an 
English teacher with the Chesapeake, Va., and Gates 
County, N.C., public school systems; a reporter/
photographer/editor with The Daily Advance, Elizabeth 
City; and an administrative assistant/investigator with 

the U.S. district attorney’s office in Elizabeth City. 
LYNETTE FINCH ’69 ’70 retired from Nash 
Community College, Rocky Mount, after 42 years of  
service. She was librarian, director of  learning 
resources, associate dean of  learning resources and 
most recently, dean of  learning resources.

1967

Lt. Col. JAMES DOUGLAS LEWIS JR. retired 
from Northrop Grumman after 14 1/2 years as a 
subcontract administrator.

1964

GEORGE EDWARD WIGHTMAN JR. is 
program chair and an instructor for the construction 
management technology degree at Central Piedmont 
Community College in Charlotte and president-elect 
of  the CPCC College Senate. He completed a master’s 
of  construction management degree at Western 
Carolina University in 2011. He was a builder/
developer in the Charlotte area for more than 30 years.

1958

PAT DUNN, former mayor of  Greenville and 
winner of  the Greenville-Pitt County Chamber 2011 
Citizen of  the Year, received the Order of  the Long 

Leaf  Pine, the state’s highest civilian honor, for her 
unwavering commitment to public service. Rep. 
Marian McLawhorn made the presentation. ANN 
CAROL HUGHES JOHNSON, an artist and an art 
educator who has had one-person shows in Winston-
Salem, High Point and New Bern, travels to Italy 
each year to paint murals in a world-class hotel on the 
Mediterranean.

1955

LARRY RHODES of  Gastonia 
was inducted into the N.C. High 
School Athletic Association Hall 
of  fame. A football letterman at 
ECU, he coached at the old 
Ashley High in Gastonia from 
1956 through 1970 and then for 
20 years at Ashbrook. As varsity 
head boys’ basketball coach, he 

had 336 victories to 174 losses, winning 10 conference 
championships and capturing the 1967 NCHSAA state 
4A basketball title. He also coached golf  for 33 seasons 
combined at the two schools and helped run many 
NCHSAA golf  tournaments, earning numerous coach-
of-the-year honors in both golf  and basketball. The 
Ashbrook High gymnasium was named in his honor.
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Class noTes

A LU M N i  S P Ot L i G h t

english teaching instructor Andy bates ’00 ’03 
had cut off the tip of his thumb in a workshop 
accident at home and was sitting in the doctor’s 
office when he had the epiphany .

“i was sitting there feeling sorry for myself when 
suddenly it dawned on me that there are other 
people who have given so much for our country—
they’ve lost their legs or their lives . it was then 
that i knew i wanted to do something along the 
lines of the wounded warriors project . and i had 
an idea about what i could do that might help .”

Bates is an accomplished furniture maker whose 
works already were scheduled for a november 
exhibition at emerge gallery in downtown 
greenville . Bates decided that he would donate 
the proceeds from the sale of his work to a 
wounded soldier .

“so i contacted (eCU assistant vice Chancellor 
for Military Programs) steve duncan and asked 
him what opportunities he knew about where 
i could help . he said he had just learned about 
a recent eCU graduate who had lost both legs 
serving in afghanistan .”

army first lt . nathan rimpf ’00 was 
injured on July 8 in afghanistan just two 
months after arriving there . he is receiving 
treatment at walter reed national Military 
Medical Center in washington, d .C .

Bates and rimpf have never met but they 
correspond by email . “he’s already taking 
his first steps on his new legs, which is just 
amazing . his doctors have to slow him down, 
which is such a testimony to his own spirit .”

Bates hoped that rimpf would be able to 
attend the emerge exhibition, which will 
run throughout november . “They’ve said 
they’re treating that as a goal . That would 
cap off my year to have nathan here, if only 
so he can see first-hand the support that 
the eCU community is showing for him .”

rimpf recently was moved from his 
hospital room to live in the facility’s 
outpatient rehabilitation apartments . 
you can follow his progress through a 
facebook page and a web page hosted at 
the Caring Bridge site .
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in MeMoriaM

1930s

OZELLA BARBOUR 
ADAMS ’39 (left) of  Angier 
died May 6. for 37 years she 
taught or served as a librarian 
for the Lee and Harnett 
County School systems. 
MARGUERITE EMERSON 
HUTCHINSON ’39 (lower 
left) of  Rockingham died July 
1 at 92. She was admitted to 
the practice of  law in Connect-
icut and Vermont and taught 
high school mathematics for 
19 years in Connecticut and 
florida. She was a real estate 
attorney in Londonderry, Vt., 
for a number of  years between 
her teaching careers. MATTIE 

IPOCK POLLOCK ’37 ’41 of  Trenton died June 30 
at 96. She taught in Trenton schools. RUTH MOORE 
TUCKER ’34 ’35 of  Grifton died July 31 at 99.

1940s

JULIUS ABERNETHY ’40 of  Nashville died May 
28 at 93. A WWII veteran, he participated in the 
Normandy Invasion, Battle of  the Bulge and Surrender 
of  Berlin. He taught school in Reidsville, Charlotte 
and spent most of  his career at Rocky Mount Senior 

High School. Dr. OTHA 
ALLEN BARNHILL ’47 of  
Elizabethtown died July 29. A 
WW II Army veteran, he 
practiced medicine in Bladen 
County for 45 years. He  
was known as a superb 
diagnostician and was one of  
the last of  the true country 
doctors. RHODA MAE 

BONE ’47 of  Rocky Mount died June 4. She retired 
from teaching in the public school system after 33 
years. ELLEN PIERCE BROTHERS ’43 of  Sunbury 
died May 29 at 92. She taught for 32 years in the 
Nash County, Aulander, Elizabeth City and Sunbury 
school systems. ARLINE KOONCE FRAZELLE ’49 
’61 of  Swansboro died July 19. In 1981, she retired 
from teaching in Swansboro. CATHERINE B. 
MOORING ’45 of  La Grange died June 10 at 91. 
She taught at La Grange School. MARY 
ELIZABETH MIDYETTE THOMPSON ’46 of  
Greenville died May 9. She and her husband, Horace, 
served several Baptist churches in eastern North 
Carolina. CLEO BURNEY TOWNSEND ’42 of  
Chapel Hill and Lumberton died June 20. She was a 
teacher and secretary before becoming an Army wife 
and spending 35 years living all over the U.S. and 
Europe. MARGUERITTE BRITT WEST ’40 of  

North Ridgeville, Ohio, died Aug. 4 at 93. She taught 
elementary school in Warsaw, N.C., for 35 years. 
MARION MARTIN WILSON ’49 of  Richmond, 
Va., died July 1. She worked for 15 years at Phillip 
Morris, Richmond, Va.

1950s

PATRICIA ANN BRANCH BOYETTE ’54 of  
Raleigh died June 25. She taught elementary school 
and special education in Wilson County for 30 years. 
Throughout her life, she played the piano for many 
worship services, weddings, funerals, parties and social 
events. RAYMOND BROCK JR. ’56 of  New Bern 
died June 2. A U.S. Army veteran, he retired after a 
career with the Naval Investigation Service and later 
worked as a magistrate in Craven County. THOMAS 
W. “BILL” DAVIS ’50 of  Chapel Hill died June 15. 
A WW II veteran, he worked with Allstate Insurance 
Co. and later with Coldwell Banker from which he 
retired as CfO. ELDA RICHMOND EDWARDS 
’51 of  Arden died July 2. She was retired as a social 
worker with Asheville’s Department of  Social Services. 
CORYDON DWIGHT GARRETT SR. ’54 of  
Sheldon, S.C., died July 29. A Marine Corps veteran, 
he worked in tobacco and in the restaurant business, 
starting more than 20 restaurants. In 2012, he and 
his wife, Martha, were named the South Carolina 
Ambassadors for Economic Development because  
of  their involvement with Lowcountry Produce.

CECIL ALLEN 
HEATH ’55 
(cutting the net) 
of  Greenville 
died July 12. He 
retired from Rose 
High School, 
Greenville, 
where he was an 
educator and 
also worked as 
an accountant. 

He was inducted into the ECU Sports Hall of  fame 
for basketball and baseball, and was named to Who’s 
Who in American Colleges and Universities. from 1955 to 
1958, he served in the U.S. Air force as a navigator. 
GEORGE T. “SONNY” HIGH ’50 of  Bath died 
June 7. A U.S. Navy veteran, he owned an independent 
insurance agency in Chapel Hill. BOBBIE JEAN 
BURCH HOWELL ’54 of  Charleston, S.C., died 
May 21. Twice president of  the Roper Hospital 
Auxiliary, she volunteered for decades at the Roper 
Hospital information desk. Dr. WILLIAM HUGH 
KNOX ’56 ’60 of  Wilmington died Aug. 3. He was 
retired from knox Clinic Pediatrics. FRANK STEED 
’56 of  Raleigh died June 30. A veteran of  WW II and 
the korean War, he taught biology at Broughton High 
School, Raleigh, from 1955 to 1967. In 1968, he 

became the principal at Mount Vernon Goodwin 
Elementary School, Raleigh, and later at Northwoods 
Elementary, Cary, until retiring in 1991. HELEN 
ADAMS STEWART ’55 of  Angier died June 13. She 
taught for 30 years in Harnett County. She was 
Harnett Central High School Teacher of  the Year in 
1980-81 and 1990-91 and Harnett County Schools 
Teacher of  the Year for 1991-92. HAZEL 
WHITFIELD DAVENPORT TAYLOR ’54 of  
Deep Run died May 18. During her 33-year career, she 
taught at various schools, including Southwood, 
Contentnea and Sampson Elementary Schools. GAYE 
BATTEN VANN ’51 of  Selma died July 13. She 
taught at Princeton High School for many years.

1960s

BRENDA CAROL BARWICK ’69 of  Goldsboro 
died July 10. She was a teacher in Wayne County 
Public Schools. WILLIAM E. DUCKWORTH ’65 

of  West New York, N.J., 
died Sept. 13 at age 69. An 
internationally celebrated 
composer, he retired as a 
professor emeritus in 2011 
from Bucknell University, 
where he had taught 
composition since 1973. 
Duckworth, a native of  
Morganton, N.C., belonged 
to a musical movement 

known as postminimalism and was the composer of  
more than 200 works. His best known pieces include 
the Time Curve Preludes for piano and Southern 
Harmony, a choral piece inspired by his experiences in 
Southern shape note choirs. In 1997 he launched an 
online collaborative piece called Cathedral, which was 
the first interactive work of  music and art on the web. 
JOHN AUGUSTUS CARSTARPHEN III ’67 of  
Greenville died July 26. He was a retired school 
administrator after more than 30 years in Pitt County 
Schools. ANN WORTHINGTON GLOVER ’60 
’62 of  Wilson died May 23. She taught elementary 
and middle school in Winterville for 30 years. 
WILMA DELL PHILLIPS GRIFFIN ’62 of  
Jamesville died July 12 at 97. She taught at Pearce’s 
School, franklin County. In Martin County, she taught 
at farm Life School, Jamesville School and Bear Grass 
School. She was supervisor of  libraries for Martin 
County Public Schools for more than 10 years before 
retiring in 1976. SHARON FLANAGAN KEARY 
’69 ’78 of  Greenville died July 22. She was an art 
teacher, primarily in Craven County, for more than 30 
years, retiring in 2000. WILLIAM “BILL” D. LEE 
JR. ’62 ’77 of  Trent Woods died July 25. for 30 years 
he worked for Craven County Schools. RODNEY A. 
LORBACHER ’67 of  Raleigh died April 27. A 
Vietnam War veteran, he was in real estate management 
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in the Raleigh and Durham area. He also was involved 
in an advisory and consulting organization that he 
founded to help Vietnamese immigrants to own and 
operate their own business in the U.S. TRUMAN 
WINTHROP MILLER II ’64 of  Annapolis, Md., 
died May 28. In 2002, he retired as a pilot with 
United Airlines. He was a member of  Pi kappa Alpha 
fraternity at ECU. ROBERT ALFRED MOORE ’68 
’77 of  Grifton, a retired Navy commander with 31 
years service, died May 27. He retired from Delphi 
where he worked as a senior plant engineer. 
MICHAEL OWEN POSEY ’67 ’68 of  Norfolk, Va., 
died July 20. A Navy veteran, he worked for Bread for 
the World and other organizations. SUE LASSITER 
WOOD ’61 of  Selma died June 8. She was the 
librarian at Selma Elementary School for most of  her 
career before becoming the media and technology 
coordinator for Johnston County Schools. After 
retirement, she was the librarian for the town of  Selma. 
She was a member of  Alpha Delta Pi sorority at ECU.

1970s

GARLAND MANUEL BALLARD ’73 of  
Trent Woods died July 26. He was a medical sales 
representative for A. David Tyre & Associates of  
Raleigh, representing Stryker Spine. He played 
football at ECU where he was named Most Valuable 
freshman. LOUIS DOUGLAS BARNES JR. ’77 
of  Rocky Mount died July 24. He was a partner with 
Emcap Solutions Inc. SUSAN HOWARD WYRE 
CABLE ’76 of  Greenville died July 1. She and her 
husband, Michael, owned and operated Woodside 
Antiques and Auction Gallery in farmville. In 2005 
she received Volunteer of  the Year from the farmville 
Development Partnership for her work with the St. 
Patrick’s Day Auction. She and her husband were 
honored as farmville’s 2010 Citizens of  the Year. 
DONA DAWN CAHOON ’77 of  Swan Quarter 
died July 19. Dr. MICHAEL R. CARNEY ’76 of  
Long Beach, Calif., died June 14. He was director 
of  percussion studies at California State University 
at Long Beach. JOSEPH A. “JOE” GUTIERREZ 
’74 ’77 of  Williamsburg, Va., died July 17. He was 
senior director, museum operations and education 
for the Jamestown-Yorktown foundation from 1999 
until his death and provided leadership in readying 
the Jamestown Settlement museum galleries and 
educational programs for the 400th commemoration 
of  the founding of  Jamestown. RAYMOND “RAY” 
B. HODGES ’77 of  Louisburg died April 20. GARY 
TRAVIS HOWARD ’70 of  Raleigh died May 31. He 
owned Howard Building Supply. ANN FREEMAN 
JAEGER ’75 of  Henderson died May 27. A teacher, 
she later opened Blethen Temporaries. She then opened 
The fabric Gallery, an interior decorating storefront 
in Henderson. Later, she opened a franchise of  
Decorating Den. JOHN DWIGHT JEFFERSON 
’74 of  Pinetops died June 9. A U.S. Army veteran, 
he taught in Edgecombe County Schools for more 
than 30 years. A founding member of  the Pinetops 
Rescue Squad, he served the Edgecombe County 

squads for more than 40 years. RICKY HUGH 
PARRISH ’75 of  Greensboro died June 2. During 
his career, he worked with Bank of  America, Regional 
Acceptance Corp., and in 2000, moved his family back 
to Greensboro to establish Carolina finance, LLC., 
where he worked for 10 years. WILLIS BONNER 
PHELPS ’70 of  Summerfield died July 31. He was 
a Coast Guard veteran and worked for 34 years for 
Vf Corp. (formerly Blue Bell) where he served as vice 
president in manufacturing and later vice president 
of  transportation for Wrangler Jeanswear. STEVEN 
EDWARD REED ’77 of  Cary died July 22. He 
worked for the N.C. Department of  Environmental 
and Natural Resources for 37 years. LARRY 
EUGENE SADLER ’70 of  Little River, S.C., died 
June 30. He was an independent insurance agent 
specializing in accident/health, AfLAC and long-term 
care insurance. CATHERINE “CATHY” WALLS 
WARD ’79 of  Southern Pines died July 15. In 2012, 
she retired from teaching after serving as a fifth-
grade teacher and an exceptional education teacher at 
Pinehurst Middle and Elementary schools for 20 years. 
She was honored as Moore County Teacher of  the Year 
at Pinehurst Elementary School 2001-02 and again 
in 2010-11. SUSIE COCHRAN WHITMORE ’70 
of  Cary died July 9. She was a guidance counselor at 
kinston High School for 15 years.

1980s

BARBARA ANN PERGERSON HUDSON 
’88 of  Youngsville died June 4. She was a teacher 
and assistant principal for Youngsville School in 
franklin County for 31 years and worked for many 
years after retirement in both Wake and franklin 
counties. She also owned and operated a gift boutique, 
Barbara’s Cottage, in Youngsville. DANA NOBLE 
KENDRICK ’82 of  Salt Lake City, Utah, died June 
22. He was president of  Wincrest and Willowbend 
Property Companies. CHARLES EDWARD 
MITTELSTADT JR. USMC (Ret.) ’89 ’91 ’99 of  
Jacksonville died Aug. 4. He served numerous overseas 
tours including Beirut, Lebanon, Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, Okinawa, Japan, and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
His military awards include the National Defense 
Service Medal. After service, he was a high school 
social studies teacher for 15 years at White Oak High 
School, Jacksonville. WILLIAM “BILL” HARDY 
ROBINSON of  Las Vegas, Nev., died July 28. He was 
a member of  the Raleigh International Brotherhood of  
Magicians Ring 199. ELIZABETH “LIZ” HAMBY 
WARNER ’80 of  Reno, Nev., died June 11.

1990s

MARY KATHERINE “MARTI” HOYT 
CAPAFORTE ’93 ’95 of  Garner died June 17. 
She was a P.E. teacher at Lufkin Road Middle 
School, Apex. DONALD ALBERT COATES 
’91 of  Smithfield died Jan. 27. He was pastor of  
Pine Level free Will Baptist Church for almost 30 
years. He also served Wilson’s Mills Elementary and 
West Johnston High as a guidance counselor before 

becoming director of  student services at North 
Johnston High. STEPHEN G. EIKENBERRY ’94 
of  Centreville, Va., died July 23. He owned ACE 
Party Rentals, Haymarket, Va. PATRICIA ANN 
“PATTI” MUCENSKI ’99 of  Watertown, N.Y., died 
June 1. A licensed clinical professional counselor and 
member of  the N.C. Counseling Association, she 
was a guidance counselor in high schools in Maine 
and North Carolina. WILLIAM “BILL” HARLAN 
PRESSLY III ’91 ’93 of  Tarboro died May 9. He 
was an audit manager at GlaxoSmithkline. He was 
a member of  Sigma Pi Sigma, the national physics 
honor society. ASHLEY MULL SAMPIER ’91 of  
San Diego, Calif., died June 29. She worked in retail 
management for several years before leaving to raise 
her family. EDWARD RYAN STRAUGHAN ’94 of  
Wilmington died May 28.

2010s

DENISE AVERY KING of  Winterville died July 21. 
She was enrolled in ECU’s ceramics program.

FA C U LT Y
Dr. WILLIAM HOWARD 
WAUGH of  Greenville died 
July 18 at 87. A founding 
member of  the Brody School of  
Medicine, he served East 
Carolina for 30 years. He was a 
professor of  medicine and 
physiology, served as director of  
the Department of  Clinical 
Sciences and was acting chair of  
the Department of  Medicine. 

He chaired the institutional review board for research 
with human subjects, for both the medical school and 
the university, for 18 years. After retiring in 2001, he 
remained active as a professor emeritus in physiology 
and continued to conduct research, publish profes-
sionally and earned several patents. His last scientific 
publication was two years ago when he was 85.

Dr. E. ROBERT “SKIP” 
IRWIN of  Nags Head died July 
28. from 1964 to 1988, he 
taught organ, music history and 
theory. He established a 
program in church music and 
was honored twice as teacher of  
the year by ECU. In retirement, 
he served as church musician for 

a number of  congregations in Michigan, Virginia and 
North Carolina.

Dr. HELEN GAY STEPHENSON ’49 ’58 of  
Raleigh died July 3. She was a special education 
assistant professor at ECU from 1979 to 1988 retiring 
with emerita status. She was a pioneer in speech 
therapy in the Raleigh area schools and helped to start 
the N.C. Speech, Hearing and Language Association 
and was a past president of  the organization.

in MeMoriaM



Dr. KENNETH E. TAYLOR of  Palm Bay, fla., died 
May 24 at 96. A WW II veteran who achieved the 
rank of  lieutenant colonel, he taught criminal justice 
and social work courses at ECU from 1971 to 1981.

Dr. ROBERT BOB LEE AUGSPURGER of  Ponte 
Vedra, fla., died May 17. He taught economics at 
ECU from 1974 to 1979.

Dr. JERRY “JAKE” LEATH MILLS of  Washington, 
N.C., died July 22. A teacher of  English Renaissance 
literature at UNC Chapel Hill for 31 years, he taught 
part time at ECU between 1996 and 2006.

Dr. FEARGHUS O’FOGHLUDHA of  Durham and 
Clonskeagh, Dublin, Ireland, died July 10. He was a 
visiting professor of  physics at ECU from 1993 to 
1997. His long career focused on radiation in the field 
of  physics and his work included stints at NASA, 
the Oak Ridge nuclear facilities, Duke University, 
the Atomic Energy Commission, CERN and other 
institutions.

RUTH HAWKINS PAULK of  Lexington, ky., died 
May 17 at 91. She taught in the home economics 
department from 1967 to 1968. She was the wife 
of  the late Joe B. Paulk who taught in the same 
department from 1967 to 1970 and died on April 14.

S TA F F

ALFRED BENTON CATES JR. of  Greenville 
died Aug. 7. A Navy and Air force veteran, he was 
the administrative supervisor in ECU’s AfROTC 
Department from 1953 to 1957. 

DORIS SHIRLEY FAULKNER of  Greenville died 
July 12. She retired from the ECU Dowdy Student 
Store in 1986. 

KEVIN CHRISTOPHER FLANAGAN of  
Greenville died May 1. He was the dive safety officer 
at ECU. 

TIMMY “GRIM” GRIMSLEY of  Ormondsville 
died June 12. 

SARAH HELENE KIRKPATRICK KAVANAUGH 
of  Chapel Hill died Aug. 1. She retired as an assistant 
to the director of  the ECU News Bureau. 

JONATHAN LILWALL of  Greenville died July 30. 
He was a surgical resident coordinator at ECU. 

CHARLES FREDERICK LITTLETON of  
Winterville died June 16. In 2003, he retired from 
ECU after more than 20 years as an electrician. 

JEAN VICK SUTTON of  Greenville died July 15. 
She worked for 15 years as a medical technologist at 
the ECU Student Health Center.
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bill Friday, former unC system president, 1920-2012  
“we would all do well to try to be more like Bill friday .”

—ECU Chancellor Steve Ballard

bill Friday (right) 
with eCu Chancellor 

Leo Jenkins
June 9, 1978

robert “bobby” Hodges ’54 ’61 of 
wilmington, a member of both the eCU 
and the north Carolina sports halls of 
fame, died sept . 21 . he was 82 . a 
native of Kinston, he earned all-
america honors in both basketball and 
football at eCU . while a student, he 
met and married eCU cheerleader 
drusilla bain ’54 of erwin, who died in 
1993 . he was a member of the roTC at 
eCU and later served as a captain in the 
air force . he coached basketball at 
lenoir-rhyne University in hickory for 
eight years . There, he was named the 
small College Coach of the year in 1971-
72 . hodges was honored by the n .C . 
high school athletic association as one 

of the top 50 athletes in the state during the past 50 years . after 
retiring from coaching in 1978, he was headmaster of Cape fear 
Christian academy in erwin, n .C . he joined the n .C . division of Motor 
vehicles in 1987 and was served as dMv commissioner from 1991 to 
1993 . Three children and five grandchildren survive him . donations may 
be made to the wilmington family yMCa or the east Carolina 
educational foundation (the Pirate Club) . 

hall of fame coach earl Smith ’39, whose basketball 
teams won four consecutive southern Conference 
championships, died aug . 5 in fayetteville . he was 
95 . a member of three sports halls of fame, smith 
also coached the baseball team for nine years, 
including east Carolina’s first nCaa post-season 
appearance in 1964 . he had only one losing season 
in 14 years as a basketball and baseball coach here . 
his basketball teams had a 53-40 record while his 
baseball teams won 185 games while losing 103, 
which remains the third-best winning percentage 
in school history . he was inducted into the eCU 
sports hall of fame in 1977 just five years after 
coaching his last game for the Pirates . he then 
became a professional baseball scout for 20 years, 
mostly with the san diego Padres .

U
n

iv
e
rs

it
y
 a

rc
h

iv
e
s



60

“We are not here to destroy the old and accept only the new, but to build upon the past…”

—Robert h. Wright, nov. 12, 1909
From his inaugural address and installation as east Carolina’s first president

UPon The PasT

Senior Lizzie Stewart ’17 (right) gives her 
impressions of the General Assembly for a story 
published the Spring 1917 issue of the Training 
School Quarterly:

“One of  the most interesting 
places that we visited while 
in Raleigh was the Capitol, 
where we had the good fortune 
to see the General Assembly in 
action.…We split our crowd 
so that a part observed in the 
Senate and the other in the 
House of  Representatives. 

“There should have been 120 representatives 
in the hall, but for various reasons, strolling 
the grounds, standing on the street corners, 
gossiping, etc., there were a good many 
vacancies. The Speaker, who is chosen by 
the House, sat in his elevated box in front. 
Just behind him, there were suspended the 
two well-known flags, that of  the State and 
that of  the nation. These formed a sheer 
curtain beyond which we saw men standing 
in groups carrying on conversations, and 
drinking water from the buckets which were 

constantly being refilled by a small boy, 
who no doubt thought that he was a very 
important person in this great assemblage.

“Naturally, one would think 
that the presiding officer, since 
he occupied such an important 
place in North Carolina’s law-
making body, would be very 
dignified and quite attentive 
to what was going on on the 
floor. But not so. He sat half  
reclining in his chair, reading 
a newspaper, which I saw 

him buy from a newsboy just as we entered. 
Every now and then he raised himself  up, 
took a sip of  Adam’s ale from the cup, then 
demanded the attention of  the House by 
knocking with a hammer on his desk. 

“Then the gentleman from Iredell arose 
and spieled forth a speech which seemed 
to interest no one so much as himself, for 
the other gentlemen read newspapers and 
magazines and held friendly conversations 
with their immediate neighbors. finally 
some got up, stretched, walked around 

and thereby rested their weary bones.

“My eye fell on one sitting in a far corner 
and as his face was ‘neither sad nor glad,’ I 
concluded he was asleep. And sure enough 
he was, for all at once he woke up. Then to 
give the appearance of  having kept up with 
the argument of  the gentleman who had the 
floor, he arose and asked about a point that 
should have been questioned, if  at all, five 
minutes before.

“We also were in the House long enough to 
see an illustration in problem solving. One 
of  the messenger boys was sent on an errand. 
In order to reach his point of  destination, he 
had to pass between two men who were on 
the floor addressing the House. He saw his 
difficulty. It is dollars to doughnuts that he 
had been taught by one of  our girls, for quick 
as a flash he was on his all fours and passed 
beyond without disturbing the speakers.

“It was with genuine regret that I had to (leave 
to continue the tour). I did want to see how a 
vote could be taken amid so much confusion 
and disorder, but I had to carry on.”

Our class trip to Raleigh
In 1916, East Carolina students tour the Capitol and one isn’t impressed.

Photograph courtesy University archives
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east Carolina university hosted the second 
annual SteM (Science, technology, engineering 
and Math) girls Day on campus oct. 12. the 
event is designed to expose Pitt County 
middle school girls to the fun side of science, 
technology, engineering, math and medicine.

Photograph by Cliff Hollis


