
Smarter student teaching
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Robert Boykin, a student at University of 
South Carolina, shares a project involving 
data mining and cloud services with a room 
of peers. He is one of 10 students from 

multiple universities who spent 10 weeks at 
East Carolina University this summer in an 
undergraduate research program focused 
on the fundamentals of software testing. 

The class was led by Dr. Junhua Ding of 
ECU’s College of Technology and Computer 
Science and funded by a grant from the 
National Science Foundation.
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Smarter Student Teaching 

ECU’s new co-teaching method 
produces graduates who can aid 
student achievement, even as interns

No ‘I’ in Health Care

The interdisciplinary approach to 
medical training teaches health 
sciences students to work in teams

Paying It Forward

Giving back to his community and 
ECU is fundamental to Kel Normann’s 
business strategy

The Physics of Football

Academic All-American Matt Milner 
relies on science to gain a competitive 
edge over bigger opponents

East

Campers Quentin Hines (left) and Moreo White 
cool off at Camp Hope’s waterfront. The camp 

is open annually to sickle cell patients from 
the Brody School of Medicine’s pediatric 

hematology/oncology unit. Its sister 
camp, Camp Rainbow, hosts young 
people with cancer, hemophilia or 

other chronic blood diseases. 
See story, page 4.
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LIkED THE oNLINE vIDEoS
Thanks for the interesting and 
diverse articles about ECU 
faculty and alumni (in the 
summer digital issue of East). I 
especially liked the video series 
“Buildings upon the Past” with 
Jessica Jewel, which gave a 
delightful tour of the central 
campus as it was developed 
in the early 20th century and 
expanded as ECTTS grew to 
ECC and eventually ECU. I look 
forward to future installments. 
The video and images of the 
various buildings brought 
back lots of memories of days 
on campus 40 years ago, 
and showed how much the 
structures have changed. I also 
liked learning about the various 
people each building was 
named for. Good work!

—Monika Fleming ’76 ’85, 
Tarboro

SETTLE a BaR BET, PLEaSE
Can you tell me when the dean’s 
list began at East Carolina? I 
made good grades when I was 
in school there but I don’t recall 
ever being on an honors list.

—Norm Pridgen ’57,  
Winston-Salem

Editor’s note: We forwarded 
this question to university 
archivist Arthur Carlson ’07 
’11, and here is what he found: 
“East Carolina introduced 
the grade point system 
beginning in fall 1942, 
where 1 was the highest, 
4 was the lowest passing 
grade, and a 5 indicated 
failure to meet course 
requirements.  Today’s 
‘incompletes’ were actually 
“C”s and resulted in a 5 if the 
course was not completed in 
the next semester. The Dean’s 
List and Honor roll were not 
introduced until the 1951-52 
school year. To qualify for the 
Honor Roll one needed to 
average 2 points per credit hour 
with no grade below a 3 on the 
scale. Teacher candidates were 
included if they were graded 
as “excellent” by both their 
critic teacher and departmental 
supervisor in addition to the 
2 point average. The Dean’s 
List required an average of 
2.5 points with the same 

qualifications as the Honor Roll.  
For teacher candidates to make 
the Dean’s List, they needed to 
be rated “superior” by the critic 
and supervisor in addition to the 
2.5 average.

I WaS WaLkINg THRoUgH 
THE aIRPoRT…
I read your article on “Away 
Games” in the (spring 2013 
issue of) East magazine and 
it reminded me of a picture I 
took with some Pirate volleyball 
players. The volleyball team had 
a layover at the Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Airport in Dallas and I was flying 
out for a business trip. The girls 
were happy to meet a Pirate 
so far from home and I think 
I made their day. I know they 
made mine!

—Tim Slavin ’90, Dallas, Texas

PoSTCaRD FRoM aBRoaD
I saw the (“Postcards from 
Abroad”) story (in the spring 
2013 issue) and would like to 

tell you about me. (I am) 
ECU class of 1984. I was 
a member of the Kappa 
Sigma fraternity and was 
production manager 
of The East Carolinian 
student newspaper. 
I live in Shenzhen, 

China, a world-class city of over 
14 million which was the start 
of the reforms. I am an airline 
captain and fly a 737 for Donghai 
Airlines. I went to the Marshall 
football game in 2012 and come 
home four times a year (to the 
Winston-Salem area). I also lived 
and flew 737s in India during 2011.

—Dave Gordon ’84,  
Shenzhen, China

LIkED THE DESEgREgaTIoN SToRy
I really enjoyed the spring 
edition of East magazine. The 
article about Mrs. Elliott really 
touched me. I wish her well. My 

only news is that I’m still here. I 
entered ECU in September 1940 
at age 16 and graduated in June 
1944 at age 20. I taught—mostly 
math—for 30 years in North 
Carolina. I celebrate 33 years of 
retirement in June of this year.

—Nina Cook Welch ’44, 
Rougemont, N.C.

Editor’s Note: Unfortunately, 
Mrs. Elliott died a few weeks 
after the story about her 
appeared in East.

aNoTHER FaCE oF CHaNgE
I have just read in the spring 
2013 issue of East magazine an 
excellent article titled “The Face 
of Change,” which focuses on 
the experiences of Laura Marie 
Leary Elliott ’66.

Reading her remarks 
reminded me of some of the 
experiences that I had while 
enrolled at the university during 
the first semester of 1962 
through the summer session of 
1965, at which time I completed 
the requirements for the master 
of music degree.

I left Greenville, my home town 
by the way, as soon as I received 
the degree to accept the 
position of chair of the music 
department at Texas College In 
Tyler, Texas. I could not attend 
the spring commencement 
of 1966 as I was on my way 
from Texas to North Carolina, 
to accept a position at Shaw 
University in Raleigh.

I knew Dr. Leo Jenkins and 
Dr. Andrew Best was my family 
physician. I was enrolled at East 

Carolina during the early days 
of the desegregation of the 
hotels and motels of Greenville. 
Dr. Best was a member of a bi-
racial committee established 
by the city to oversee the 
transition. The committee 
agreed that it was time to test 
the law. Dr. Best asked me 
to register at the Holiday Inn 
that was located on Greenville 
Boulevard near Fifth Street. I 
did so without incident, but I 
clearly remember remaining 
awake all night studying for my 
classes the following day.

As an alumnus of East 
Carolina University, I wanted to 
share with you this information 
to add to the celebration that 
the university is undertaking. 
My experience during this 
period at the university helped 
me to be an active participant 
in the desegregation efforts 
at Harvard University, Boston 
University, Boston College and 
the University of Massachusetts 
at Boston.

I would like to express again 
my thanks and appreciation 
to the East magazine for the 
attention given to my visit in 
the fall of 2006, and for the 
outstanding role the publication 
is playing in the celebration of 
five decades of desegregation 
at ECU.

—Rev. Hubert E. Walters ’65, 
Framington, Mass.

Editor’s note: Rev. Walters and 
his Boston College gospel choir 
were featured in the spring 
2006 issue of East.
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From
     the Editor

Who to watch at the Homecoming game
I want to start by giving you some important information 
about Homecoming and the football games this fall. First, 
Homecoming is Nov. 11, which is much later than usual, so mark 
that on your calendar. 

This fall’s must-see games are virginia Tech at home on Sept. 14, 
Carolina in Chapel Hill on Sept. 28 and N.C. State in Raleigh on 
Nov. 23. There’s a four-page supplement inside this issue with 
details on all the Homecoming reunions, tailgates and other 
special events.

When you come to the games this fall, I want you to lift your 
binoculars and look for an ECU defensive player, Matt Milner, 
who wears number 98. When you see him, point him out to your 
friends because he’s special. 

The six foot, four inch, 260-pound defensive end is East 
Carolina’s first football player to be named an Academic All-
American. And Milner has earned that honor twice, while 
majoring in physics and battling diabetes.

East Carolina has had plenty of Academic All-Americans in 
other sports, but Milner is the school’s first in football. He also 
was on the Conference USA All-Academic Team, received the 
Commissioner’s Academic Medal three years running and is a 
four-time ECU Chancellor’s List honoree.

A fifth-year senior from Cary who played high school sports at 
Cardinal Gibbons, Milner completed a BS degree in physics in 
May with a 3.99 GPA. He missed a 4.0, he admits sheepishly, 
because he made an A minus in a graduate-level course spring 
semester, the worst grade of his college career.

Playing football actually has made it easier to live with diabetes, 
he says, because all the players keep regular schedules and stay 
on regimented diets. He can count the carbs on his dinner plate 
as well as he can calculate the coefficient of friction.

When this season is over, “I’ve been thinking of doing 
engineering graduate school,” he says in the sports story 
that starts on page 36. “I’ve been looking hard at mechanical 
engineering, aerospace, those fields. I think transitioning from 
physics into engineering is the route I’m most likely to take.”

Since he’s from the Raleigh area, I mention that he could go 
home for grad school at N.C. State, which has several excellent 
engineering programs.

Milner looks at me like I’m dumb as dirt, like I couldn’t tell the 
difference between Bernoulli’s equation and Young’s modulus. 
For a moment he’s at a loss for words. “I bleed purple now,” he 
says finally.

So, I hope you catch a few football and basketball games this 
fall and come back to campus for Homecoming. It’s fun to 
reconnect with old friends while tailgating. Plus, this year you’ll 
have a chance to see something that we too often take for 
granted—a true student athlete.
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Spend any time with the 
participants of two annual camps 
run by East Carolina University’s 
Brody School of Medicine and 
your first question may be, 
“Where are all the sick kids?”

The answer is that they’re 
everywhere. They’re swimming, 
kayaking, hula-hooping and 
running, shooting arrows, 
walking on balance beams and 
learning to sail, performing 
skits, making new friends and 
maybe eating a minnow or two. 
And that’s exactly what the 
organizers of Camp Hope and 
Camp Rainbow want to happen.

For one week each summer, 
the doctors, nurses, social 
workers and staff from Brody’s 
pediatric hematology/oncology 
unit take over Camp Don 
Lee on the Neuse River near 
Arapahoe. There, the Brody 
health professionals get to 
know their young patients in 
an environment far removed 
from a clinic or hospital, where 
conversations about chronic 

illnesses can take place in 
a candid, informal way and 
patients’ personalities shine.

All Camp Hope participants 
have sickle cell disease. Camp 
Rainbow is open to children 
with cancer, hemophilia or other 
chronic blood diseases.

“It’s a good opportunity to do 
something fun, get away from 
their parents and have some 
independence—something 
often taken away from kids with 
chronic illnesses,” said program 
director Jacquelyn Sauls. 

The availability of on-site, 
expert medical care means 
parents can sign their kids up 
with few worries, Sauls said, 
though sometimes it takes a 
little convincing.

Fourteen-year-old Jalen Bryant 
of Cove City came to camp 
for one day in 2012 to check 
things out. He returned for 
the full week this year with no 
reservations, despite being the 
only camper in a wheelchair. 

Jalen has osteosarcoma, or 
bone cancer, but that doesn’t 
stop him from sailing or 
kayaking with a little assist from 
a life jacket.

“I just like being outside and 
around water,” he said. “It’s 
like therapy. It’s better than 
counseling.

“Everybody here is family,” he 
added. “Nobody’s judging you.”

Sauls said that’s one of the chief 
benefits to Camp Rainbow and 
Hope participants. The campers 
see that they’re not alone in 
their illness. There are other 
kids going through the same 
therapies and taking the same 
medicines.

“You’re a person first,” Sauls 
said. “You might have an illness 
but it’s not what defines you.”

It’s a restorative time for the 
medical staff, too.

“We sometimes have to do 
things that are painful as part of 
their treatment,” she said. “And 

here, you get to have fun with 
them. It recharges our batteries.”

Fewer and fewer young 
Brody patients are getting 
this experience. Funding has 
waned for the camps since 
their inception. Camp Rainbow 
used to accept more then 100 
children each year. That number 
dwindled to 22 by 2013. Camp 
Hope served close to 90 at one 
time, but this year only accepted 
27 youths. They combined the 
two camps five years ago to 
save money, Sauls said.

The camp is free to families, 
but it costs approximately 
$825 to host each participant. 
This year, financial support 
came from Children’s Miracle 
Network, the ECU Medical & 
Health Sciences Foundation, 
Dr. Linda Willis of Rocky Mount, 
the Snow Hill Moose Riders, the 
Greenville Women’s League, 
Wells Fargo of Greenville and 
many other civic organizations 
and individuals from throughout 
eastern North Carolina.

Others making the camps 
possible are the volunteers, 
who may be ECU students, 
alumni or even siblings of 
former campers. Craig Harper 
graduated from ECU in 2009 
and also grew up with an older 
sister who had sickle cell. He 
first attended Camp Hope with 
her in 1993.

“Camp was and still is the 
one time of year I really look 
forward to,” the 27-year-old 
said. “They spend so much time 
feeling different. I just want 
to make sure they feel like a 
regular kid.”

“It’s really awesome,” agrees 
Dana Sparks, who works in 
clinical patient access with 
pediatric hematology/oncology. 
Sparks doesn’t lead boating 
or archery, but she is there for 
anyone needing “hugs and 
cuddles.”

“A lot of times (when we see 
them), they’re really sick,” she 
added. “But that’s not part of their 
thinking right now. Down here, 
you get to see them be free.”

ECU Report
Just regular kids
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East Carolina University’s Board 
of Trustees welcomed four new 
members and elected officers 
during its July 18 meeting at 
the East Carolina Heart Institute 
at ECU.

Robert Brinkley of Charlotte 
was elected chairman. Also 
elected were Steve Jones of 
Raleigh as vice chair and Edwin 
Clark of Greenville as secretary.

The four members joining the 
board are Bob Plybon and Terry 
Yeargan, who were appointed 
by the UNC Board of Governors; 
vern Davenport and Max Ray 
Joyner Jr., who were appointed 
by Gov. Pat McCrory. 

Tim Schwan, ECU’s Student 
Government Association 
president, was sworn in as an 
ex-officio member of the board. 

A graduate of ECU with 
a degree in business 
administration, Plybon of 
Greensboro is past president 
of the board for the ECU 
Foundation. Plybon is chief 
executive officer of Plybon & 
Associates. He has received 
multiple awards during 
his career, including the 
outstanding alumnus award 
at East Carolina and the 

John Newton Russell Award, 
recognizing a lifetime of 
professional excellence in the 
life insurance industry.  

Yeargan of Willow Spring 
has more than 35 years of 
experience in the construction 
industry, all in the Research 
Triangle Park area. He works 
in client development at 
DPR Construction, a national 
construction services firm based 
in San Francisco. He has served 
on multiple boards, including 
as chair of the Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport Board 
and chair of the Wake County 
Planning and Zoning Board. 

He will continue his role as chair 
of the ECU Board of visitors; his 
term on that board continues 
through 2014. Yeargan earned 
his bachelor of science degree 
in business administration-
marketing at ECU in 1979. 

Davenport of Wake Forest was 
most recently chief executive 
officer of M*Modal, which 
provides integrated clinical 
documentation in the health 
care industry. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree and his 
master’s degrees in business 
administration at ECU. 

Joyner of Greenville is 
completing a term on the 
Greenville City Council, where 
he has represented District 
5 since 2007. He works with 
the Clement Companies of 
Greenville and is active on 
multiple city boards, including 
the Pitt-Greenville Airport 
Authority. Joyner attended 
ECU and follows his father 
as a member of the Board of 
Trustees at ECU. 

Schwan is a senior finance 
major from Hampstead. He is 
a Walter and Marie Williams 
Leadership Scholarship 
recipient, a member of the 
Jarvis Leadership Program 
and Phi Kappa Tau Fraternity. 
He also served as an ECU 
Ambassador, on the ECU 
Interfraternity Council and 
worked with the Police Athletic 
League at the Greenville 
Recreational Center. 

After the vote, new chairman 
Brinkley said he was excited 
about working with the group 
and the opportunities ahead for 
the board and the university. 

A member of the ECU Board of 
Trustees since 2007, Brinkley 
recently joined the Charlotte 
real estate firm Womble Carlyle.

“The best days are ahead of us; 
not sure we’ve had a stronger, 
more talented board,” Brinkley 
said. “As the chancellor says 
after a win on the field or 
an accomplishment in the 
classroom: It’s a great day to 
be a Pirate. If we think big and 
focus, there’s no doubt in my 
mind that the greatest days to 
be a Pirate are in the future.”

During his remarks to the board, 
Chancellor Steve Ballard told 
the new trustees that they are 
part of “an extraordinary public 
university.”

Ballard shared the five areas 
that he and the university’s 
senior administrators see as 
central elements needed in the 
coming year: 

n	An aggressive advancement 
team. The new Athletic 
Director Jeff Compher and 
J. Batt, executive director 
of the Pirate Club, have hit 

the ground running, Ballard 
said, and the “critical” search 
for the new director of 
advancement is nearing a 
conclusion.

n	Strategic planning. The 
university has been working 
on this almost continuously 
since 2007 and the adoption 
of “ECU Tomorrow.” The new 
strategic planning process will 
begin later in July; he asked 
board members to share 
their ideas at the September 
meeting. “A year from now to 
have a new strategic plan is 
the goal,” Ballard said. 

n	The Brody School of Medicine 
“is one of our most important 
and successful programs, but 
it is also extremely challenged 
fiscally, in part because we 
don’t own our own hospital 
and because it is 75 percent 
self-funded,” he said. Ballard 
added the school was recently 
recognized by the American 
Academy of Family Physicians 
as the top program in 
producing students choosing 
family medicine. “We worry 
about (Brody), not because 
it’s not doing its job but 
because of funding issues,” 
Ballard said. 

n	Efficiencies must continue to 
be examined in every area, 
Ballard said. “We know our 
students and their families are 
likely to have to pay more of 
the percentage of the cost of 
education. That’s happened 
in other states. The bigger 
burden should be placed on 
the university and how we 
organize ourselves,” he said. 

n	Enrollment management 
needs to be re-assessed 
on campus. John Fletcher, 
associate provost for 
enrollment services, and 
his team report that the 
freshmen class has almost 
500 more students than last 
year. It will be the second 
largest freshmen class, Ballard 
said. “We didn’t lower our 
standards; our yield rate was 
the highest it’s ever been,” he 
said. This increase stresses 
our residence halls and our 
freshmen courses, he added. 

—Jeanning Manning Hutson

New Board of Trustees members installed

Robert Brinkley
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The Brody School of Medicine 
was one of 11 schools in the 
nation selected for a $1 million 
grant from the American 
Medical Association to change 
the way it educates students 
while keeping its focus on rural 
and underserved populations.

The AMA announced the winners 
June 14 at its annual meeting 
in Chicago. ECU will receive 
funding through the AMA’s $11 
million Accelerating Change 
in Medical Education Initiative 
aimed at transforming the way 
future physicians are trained. 

“This grant provides Brody 
and the ECU Division of Health 
Sciences with the opportunity to 
create and test new models of 
medical education. All students 
will benefit from the changes we 
are planning,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
Baxley, Brody’s senior associate 
dean for academic affairs and 
professor of family medicine. Dr. 
Luan Lawson, assistant dean of 
academic affairs and professor 
of emergency medicine, is  
co-principal investigator for  
the grant.

The university will implement 
a new comprehensive core 
curriculum in patient safety and 
clinical quality improvement 
for all medical students. It 
will feature integration with 
other health-related disciplines 
to foster interprofessional 
skills and prepare students 
to successfully lead health 
care teams as part of the 

transformation, Baxley said.

“Our medical schools today 
not only have the imperative 
to teach the art and science 
of medical care, but to train 
our graduates how to work 
in, and improve, complex 
health systems,” Baxley said. 
“Preparing students to work 
in teams with other health 
professionals is a hallmark of  
the needed changes, as is a 
better understanding of the 
‘health’ of a community and how 
we can positively impact that.”

Additionally, up to 10 students 
each year will be selected to 
become Leaders in Innovative 
Care Scholars. At the end of 
their training, they will earn 
a certificate in health care 
transformation and leadership.

The grant also will provide 
training for faculty members 
to teach the new program. 
Interested faculty will be 
recruited to a Teachers of 
Quality Academy, which will 
provide opportunities to learn 
more about patient safety, 
quality improvement and team-
based care and explore new 
ways of teaching that engage 
students more actively in their 
own education, Baxley said.

Emphasis on rural and under-
served populations remains a 
fundamental part of Brody’s 
mission. 

—Crystal Baity

See related story page 26

grant will help develop teamwork
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The ECU School of Dental 
Medicine opened its second 
community service learning 
center in the state in Elizabeth 
City on June 10. 

Officials cut the ribbon on the 
$3 million, 7,700-square-foot 
facility on North Road Street. 
It’s the second ECU dental 
center to open, with several 
more to come.  At the center, 
ECU dental faculty members, 
dental residents and students 

will provide care for area 
citizens. Meanwhile, students 
and dental residents will learn 
what practicing in a community 
setting is like. 

Jerry Parks, heath director for 
Albemarle Regional Health 
Services, challenged the ECU 
dental students attending the 
event. “I want to put you on 
notice to your importance to 
this community,” he said.

First-year ECU dental student 
Makani Dollinger of Hatteras 
knows first-hand about 
community needs. She has 
assisted the only dentist on 
Hatteras Island, where patients 
must rely on state ferries to 
get care.

“It’s very obvious there is a 
need for rural health care,” 
said Dollinger, who also has 
volunteered at the annual 
Missions of Mercy health clinic 

on the Outer Banks, which over 
days draws hundreds of patients 
without regular health care. 
“This clinic is exactly what we 
need out here.”

Wick Baker, president of 
Albemarle Health, said the 
hospital, which is located across 
the street from the center and 
provided the site for the dental 
clinic, treats an average of three 
patients a day who come into 
the emergency room in need of 
dental care.

The clinic staff began seeing 
patients in April with a focus on 
treating those who do not have 
a regular dentist. 

The center contains 16 dental 
chairs and will employ local 
staff members, including full-
time and part-time dental 
faculty, a business manager, 
dental assistants, dental 
hygienists and general dentistry 
residents. Beginning next 
summer, dental students will 
work nine-week rotations there.

Patients may receive a variety 
of services, including general, 
preventive and emergency 
dental care as well as crowns, 
root canals, bridges and other 
dental care.

ECU officials hope the dental 
center will ultimately help 
improve dental health in the 
area while adding an innovative 
educational aspect to dental 
school.

Elizabeth City, a town of nearly 
19,000 on the Pasquotank River, 
was one of the first sites named 
for what will eventually be 8 to 
10 such centers across the state. 
The other sites identified so far 
are Lillington in central North 
Carolina, Davidson County in 
the Triad, and Sylva and Spruce 
Pine in the western part of the 
state. The first center opened 
last year in Ahoskie.

ECU admitted its first class of 
52 dental students in 2011. The 
second class of 52 started last 
August, and the third class will 
begin this August. All students 
are North Carolina residents. 

North Carolina ranks 47th out of 
the 50 states in the number of 
dentists per capita, according to 
the Sheps Center.

—ECU News Services

Dental clinic opens in Elizabeth City
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During its July meeting, 
the ECU Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved the 
university to lease off-campus 
housing for approximately 200 
upperclassmen in the fall and up 
to 400 students in the spring 
semester when Belk Residence 
Hall goes “off-line” and is torn 
down before being rebuilt. 

Early estimates indicate the 
university is on track to have 
the second largest freshmen 
class enrolling. Currently, the 
number of incoming freshmen 
committing to ECU is exceeding 
the proportion in previous years.

“We have a good problem,” 
said Dr. Rick Niswander, vice 
chancellor for administration 
and finance, adding that 
because the yield of admitted 
students will be higher, more 
space on campus will be 
needed to house them.

The student fee for housing 
will be the same whether the 
students live on-campus or in 
off-campus housing, Niswander 
told the trustees.

While the number always 
fluctuates until the fall semester 

officially begins, the university 
could have as many as 400 
additional freshman enrolling 
for the 2013-14 academic year, 
according Dr. John Fletcher, 
associate provost for enrollment 
services.

In Fall 2012, ECU had 4,015 
first-time freshmen enrolled on 
census day, which is the 10th 
day of class for the semester. 

As a proactive step, the university 
is working to secure off-campus 
housing for up to 200 upperclass 
and transfer students for the fall 
semester, said Dr. virginia Hardy, 
vice chancellor for student affairs, 
which includes campus living  
and dining. 

Freshmen students will be 
housed on campus, as is the 
university’s policy, with limited 
exceptions. 

“We still believe, based on 
research, that it is important 
for freshmen to live on campus 
for acclimation, adjustment, 
socialization and to develop a 
strong base for future success. 
Living on campus as freshmen 
does impact academic success 
and retention,” said Hardy. 

Record number of first-year students expected
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The Brody School of Medicine 
at ECU has been recognized 
again by the American 
Academy of Family Physicians 
for contributing to the pipeline 
of family physicians.

With 20.9 percent of graduates 
choosing family medicine 
residencies, the Brody School 
of Medicine earned the top 
spot among the 12 schools that 
received 2013 Top Ten Awards 
for the nation’s 126 allopathic 
medical schools. This is the third 
consecutive year that the Brody 
School of Medicine has earned 
the Top Ten distinction. 

Representatives from ECU 
accepted the award in May in 
Baltimore, Md.

“The Brody School of Medicine 
has a strong tradition of 
continuing to work diligently 
toward its founding legislative 
missions of an emphasis on 
primary care training, training 
underrepresented minorities, 
and improving the health 
care of those in eastern North 
Carolina,” said Dr. Ken Steinweg, 
professor and chair of the 
Department of Family Medicine.

“This particular award is 

national recognition in one of 
those areas, our No. 1 standing 
in promoting primary care—in 
particular family medicine—as 
a medical profession among 
medical students.”

The medical school’s success in 
rankings over the last decade 
has helped attract promising 
family-medicine-track students 
who are enthusiastic about 
the campus and the faculty. 
The Brody School of Medicine 
focuses on recruiting and 
teaching the students but 
also on having a faculty of 
professional examples for the 

future physicians to learn from.

“They know that’s what we’re 
about,” Steinweg said. “They’re 
surrounded by good role 
models and beautiful facilities.”

At a time when the United 
States is facing a shortage of 
primary care physicians, adding 
to the pool of family physicians 
is vital to the health of America, 
said AAFP President Dr. Jeff 
Cain. “Family physicians are the 
foundation of primary care,” 
Cain said.

—Spaine Stephens

Brody School of Medicine tops in producing family physicians—again 

Perfecting remote audiology tests

ECU researcher Jason Yao has hit a milestone in his ongoing 
work to develop software and portable hardware that will enable 
audiologists to conduct hearing tests remotely. The associate 
professor in the Department of Engineering created software 
that enables an audiologist to see a patient and conduct two 
types of hearing tests via a web site. His work builds on the 
research of Dr. Gregg Givens, an audiologist and chair of ECU’s 
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. “The 
importance is to reach people who don’t have hearing health 
care. With this system, neither the audiologist nor the patient has 
to have a computer,” Yao said. His and Givens’ work is funded, in 
part, as a pilot project for Operation Re-entry North Carolina, in 
which returning soldiers can be tested for hearing deficiencies—
often a result of proximity to bombing. Other potential users are 
school or health care systems and prisons, Givens said.

8
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Future engineers, physicians 
and musicians are among the 
19 incoming ECU freshmen 
selected for the prestigious EC 
Scholars Program.

The four-year merit scholarship 
recognizes outstanding 
academic performance, 
commitment to community 
engagement and strong 
leadership skills. Recipients 
are admitted to East Carolina 
University’s Honors College and 
receive a scholarship for four 
years, along with a stipend for 
study abroad, for a total value 
of about $61,000. All are North 
Carolina residents.

The entering Class of 2017 
EC Scholar recipients have 
completed a rigorous three-tier 
selection process that includes 
meeting the Honors College 
admissions criteria, having an 
additional faculty review and 

completing an on-campus 
interview. The incoming  
EC Scholar recipients have 
an average combined math/
verbal SAT score of 1344 and an 
average unweighted GPA  
of 3.92. 

They are Tori Chapman, 
Webster; Trey Cook, Cary; 
Matt Earley, Rocky Mount; 
Allison Flowers, Wilmington; 
Kristalyn Gill, Statesville; Sydney 
Hendricks, Ayden; Zoe Hinton, 
Louisburg; Lee Hoff, Greenville; 
Jared Keever, Dunn; Katerina 
Koloustroubis, Youngsville; 
Ian McMillan, Greenville; 
Shivam Patel, Cary; Tori Plyler, 
Statesville; McKenzie Shelton, 
Stokes; Ryan Stitt, Fuquay 
varina; Ricky Tharrington, 
Pikeville; Jessie Tucci-Herron, 
Greenville; Patrick Twisdale, 
Mint Hill; and Keerthana 
velappan, Cary.

Meet this year’s EC Scholars
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The Black Alumni Chapter is 
being reactivated, according 
to the East Carolina Alumni 
Association. And the chapter’s 
leaders are encouraging 
classmates to reconnect at a 
special Black Alumni Reunion 
during Homecoming 2013. 

“We are reactivating because 
there is a need for a viable 
Black Alumni Chapter to 
bring black alumni together 
in support of each other and 
current students,” said Linda 
Thomas ’81 of Charlotte, chair 
of the Black Alumni Chapter. 
“The BAC was established 
to serve as a leadership and 
networking team that builds on 
the university’s and the alumni 
association’s missions.” 

The goal of the reactivated 
BAC is to enhance access to 
and attainment of education 
for African-American students, 
Thomas said. “We want to 
continue the tradition of 
academic excellence for 
African-American students and 
to raise the bar even higher.”

In addition to a reunion 
celebration every year at 
homecoming, the BAC will 
provide scholarship assistance, 
mentoring, networking, 
advocacy, philanthropy and 
alumni volunteer involvement. 
The chapter will also provide 
social and cultural activities and 
opportunities for its members.

“Now that we are reactivated, 
we will begin developing key 
programs and activities to focus 

on student success, leadership 
and readiness for the work 
environment,” Thomas said. 

The conversation about 
reactivating the BAC began 
with the university’s celebration 
last year of the 50th anniversary 
of campus desegregation. 

“Following an event at the 
Ledonia Wright Cultural 
Center honoring Laura Marie 
Leary Elliott, the first African-
American graduate, vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs 
Dr. virginia Hardy facilitated 
a discussion on black alumni 
engagement,” Thomas said. 
“The conversation resulted in 
everyone agreeing that there 
was a need for a viable Black 
Alumni Chapter. In addition to 
volunteering to assist, Dr. Hardy 
asked if I would be willing to 
lead the effort.” 

Black alumni and students are 
very important to the history 
and future of ECU, according to 
Thomas. 

“We must continue to tell our 
story to students and educate 
them. African-American 
students are the largest 
minority student population at 
ECU and have made significant 
contributions,” she said. “We 
need to help support current 
and future African-American 
students to make their paths 
successful through college and 
into the world.”

Homecoming this year is on 
Nov. 11.

 —Jackie Drake

Black alumni Chapter reorganizes

Richard R. Eakin, former 
chancellor and outgoing interim 
dean of the Honors College at 
ECU, expected he would be 
recognized at a May 31 gala 
honoring the Polaris Society—an 
organization for friends of and 
donors to the Honors College.

But he was surprised to be 
presented with the first-ever 
Honors College medallion, to 
be worn next May at graduation 
by the inaugural class of ECU 
Honors College students. And 
he surely didn’t know a new 
fund would be named in his 
honor: The Richard R. and Jo 
Ann Eakin Dean’s Priority Fund.

The endowment will benefit 
enhanced living and learning 
experiences for Honors 
College students as well 
as undergraduate research 
opportunities, said Kay Chalk 
’76, chair of the Honors College 
Advancement Council.

She and fellow council members 
raised $70,000 in two months to 
establish the fund, and The Bate 
Foundation pledged $30,000 at 
the Polaris Society ceremony to 
round out the endowment.

“These young people are just 
fantastic,” Eakin said, looking 
warmly at the dozen honors 
students gathered around him. 
“I have the very best job at ECU. 
We’ve had to chance to build 
something new and exciting, 
and the innovations are still 
coming on.”

Eakin retired for the third time 
on June 30, capping 26 years 
of service to East Carolina. He 
retired as chancellor in 2001, 
but a year later he returned to 
the classroom. He came out of 
retirement a second time in 2011 
when he accepted the challenge 
of transforming ECU’s budding 
Honors Program into a full-
blown college.

—Kathryn Kennedy

Eakin presented with medallion
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East Carolina University 
started construction projects 
costing nearly $10 million this 
the summer to improve two 
residence halls, several sidewalks 
and a space inside Joyner Library.

A $6.2 million project at White 
Residence Hall on the west end 
of Main Campus will modernize 
all 201 bedrooms in the 10-story, 
45-year-old building. Work 
will include demolishing all 
built-in furniture, removing 
asbestos and updating interior 
finishes. Bill Bagnell of the ECU 
Campus Operations staff said 
the project will be paid for from 
housing receipts and should be 
completed in August.

Inside Joyner Library, a 
$364,000 project will renovate 
about 4,000 square feet of 
space around the circulation 
desk. Officials said the project 
includes relocating the Java 

City coffee shop to reduce noise 
in the library. Some rest rooms 
in that area of the library also 
will be expanded. Bagnell said 
the project will be paid for with 
funds from the ECU Langford 
Endowment and should be 
completed by August. 

Bagnell said ECU is finalizing 
plans to build a new, free-
standing dance studio. 
He said estimates are the 
16,000-square-foot facility 
will cost $1.9 million. An exact 

location for the studio has not 
yet been determined. 

Plans call for the studio to include 
three 2,500-square-foot dance 
studios, faculty and staff offices, 
shower and dressing rooms and 
storage space. Officials said 
the facility is necessary for the 
program, which is within the 
School of Theatre and Dance, 
to become fully accredited. A 
tentative completion date of 
August 2015 is planned.

Plans also are nearing completion 
to renovate apartments in nine 
residence halls that are home 

A group of ECU physical therapy students and 
faculty members volunteered to build specially 
adapted bikes for 20 children with disabilities, 
and then helped give them away. “I enjoy riding 
bikes and putting them together so this seemed 
like a great way to give back,” said Andy Hayek, 
a second-year physical therapy student who 
participated in the May 17 community service 
project. Families receiving the bikes were 
chosen from participants in several Pitt County 

community groups. The children chosen were 
evaluated for the best available therapy, then 
the orders were placed for the Amtryke bikes, 
which cost between $500 and $800 depending 
on the design. The participating families 
received the bikes at no cost as a result of a 
$6,000 donation from the Darragh Foundation 
and another donation from First Christian 
Church in Robersonville.

Summer construction projects planned

Building bikes for children with disabilities

to residence hall coordinators. 
The existing residence hall 
coordinator apartments will be 
demolished and rebuilt to meet 
required code and accessibility 
requirements. The project 
should cost around $2 million, 
Bagnell said.

Other projects that were 
approved to get under way 
this summer were delayed 
because they couldn’t be 
finished by the time students 
return. Aonng those delayed 
until next year were a $1.5 
million project to upgrade 
hearing and cooling systems in 
Fletcher Residence Hall. 

Similarly delayed was a 
$943,000 project to upgrade 
the walkways and patios around 
Todd Dining Hall on College Hill. 
The project will improve access 
to the dining hall from six 
nearby residence halls as well as 
increase pedestrian safety along 
College Hill Drive.

—Steve Tuttle
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East Carolina has all passing 
grades and two gold stars on 
its annual report card from the 
NCAA on the academic progress 
of its scholarship athletes.

The NCAA report, released 
June 11, is a closely watched 
barometer of how well member 
schools are doing in retaining 
and graduating athletes who 
were recruited to play here. The 
most important number in the 
report is the academic progress 
rate, or APR, that the NCAA 
assigns to each member school. 
APR is considered a predictor 
of graduation rates. 

All ECU sports teams scored 
above the 925 multi-year APR 
minimum in 2011-12, according 
to the NCAA report. The report 
says five ECU teams—men’s 
tennis, women’s golf, swimming, 
tennis and volleyball teams—
achieved graduation success 
rate scores, or GSRs, of 100. GSR 
is a broader academic success 
measure than APR and is taken 
over a longer period of time. It 
also takes into account incoming 
transfers who graduate from a 

different institution than the one 
they started at and transfers 
who leave an institution in good 
standing.

This year the NCAA gave special 
public recognition awards to 
two ECU teams. It said the ECU 
women’s volleyball and women’s 
swimming teams achieved APR 
rates in the top 10 percent of 
all squads nationwide in their 
respective sport. 

It’s the volleyball team’s third 
time to make the elite academic 
list since 2004 and the first 
time for women’s swimming. 
The women’s tennis team has 
ranked in the top 10 four times 
but not this year.

ECU Athletics Director Jeff 
Compher said he was pleased. 
“Success is measured in many 
ways and while there is always 
room for improvement, we take 
great pride in the academic 
achievement of our student 
athletes,” he said.

Scoring below the APR 
minimum triggers NCAA 
team penalties ranging from 
loss of practice time to lost 
scholarships to a ban on 
postseason play. ECU’s men’s 
basketball program failed the 
APR a few years ago and was 
penalized a scholarship. The 
NCAA report shows that the 
men’s basketball team posted a 
954 APR for 2011-12. 

The report indicates that 
graduation rates for ECU 
scholarship athletes are about 
the same as the student body. 
Overall, ECU’s graduation 
success rate for athletes is 74 
percent, according to the report.

ECU’s overall 945 APR is a 
reflection of the individual APRs 
earned by each of the school’s 
19 teams.

The ECU football team earned 
a 945 APR for 2011-12. That’s 
down from the 954 the team 
earned the previous year, but 
it’s well ahead of its 909 score 
in 2004-05 when the NCAA 
began cracking down. 

The ECU women’s basketball 
team had a 967 APR; baseball 
earned a 984 and women’s 
soccer had a 986.

—Steve Tuttle

HoW ECU TEaMS SCoRED

Team APR

Baseball 984

Football 945

Men’s Basketball 954

Men’s Cross Country 967

Men’s Golf 993

Men’s Tennis 957

Men’s Track 965

Men’s Swimming 988

Men’s Indoor Track 965

Men’s Outdoor Track 970

Softball 984

Women’s Basketball 967

Women’s Cross Country 990

Women’s Golf 984

Women’s Soccer 986

Women’s Swimming 1000

Women’s Tennis 960

Women’s Indoor Track        990

Women’s Outdoor Track 990

Women’s Volleyball 1000
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Soldier’s memoir is this summer’s Pirate Read

A memoir about a college 
student who founded a non-
profit organization while 
on active duty with the 
U.S. Marine Corps was this 
summer’s Pirate Read—the 
book to be read by incoming 
first-year and transfer students.

It Happened on the Way to 
War by Rye Barcott is set in 
the year 2000. Barcott was 
stationed in Kibera—a slum in 
Nairobi, Kenya. While there, 
he connected 
with the locals 
and later co-
founded Carolina 
For Kibera, 
a non-profit 
organization 
through UNC 
Chapel Hill, 
Barcott’s alma 
mater. 

Barcott is 
scheduled to 
speak at ECU 
at 7 p.m. 
on Oct. 22 
in Wright 
Auditorium. 

ECU assistant professor of 
English Dr. Tracy Morse, co-
chair of the 2013 Pirate Read 
committee said, “Because 
the story itself focuses on a 
regional college student and 
the initiative he made to take on 
philanthropic work, we thought 
that would inspire our students. 
Also it relates to the mission of 
the university.

Barcott continued to work 
with Carolina For Kibera while 
serving as an intelligence officer 

with the Marines 
in Bosnia, 
the Horn of 
Africa and 
Iraq. Since 
then, Barcott 
has furthered 
his education 
at Harvard 
Business 
School and the 
Kennedy School 
of Government. 

This is the sixth 
year of the Pirate 
Read program.

—Jamitress 
Bowden

ECU gets two gold stars in NCaa report Welcome to the aaC

The American Athletic Conference, 
of which East Carolina is a member, 
unveiled its new logo and marks as 

part of the rebranding of the 
conference formerly known 
as the Big East. The new logo 
features a simple, athletic letter A 
in red, white and blue, which each 

institution can customize with its 
own colors. ECU officially joins 
the AAC as an all-sports member 
in the 2014-15 academic year. 
The AAC will consist of  
ECU, the University of Central 

Florida, the University of 
Cincinnati, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, 
the Univer sity of 
Houston, the University 
of Memphis, Southern 
Methodist University, 
the University of South 
Florida, Temple University, 
Tulane University and the 
University of Tulsa. The 
U.S. Naval Academy will 

become a football-only member in 2015.
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Julie Torbett isn’t the tallest 
person on the volleyball court 
during a practice in Williams 
Arena, but there’s no doubt that 
the first year-coach, who stands 
5’4,” is in charge.

“We’re so excited about Coach 
T.,” said co-captain Nicole 
Willis, a senior from Raleigh, 
who transferred from Louisiana 
State University last year. “She 
is phenomenal and has already 
made huge changes to our 
program and just the overall 
morale of our team.”

Willis, a child development 
major, added, “The biggest 
difference is the morale and 
attitude for our program 
in general because ECU 
volleyball has not had the best 
reputation for the past couple 
of years. She’s a world-class 
coach, and she likes for her 
athletes to be world-class 
athletes, so she holds us to a 
really high standard.”  

The daughter of a high school 
volleyball coach, Torbett 
remembers riding the bus to 
matches with her dad when 
she was 10. She started playing 
volleyball in 9th grade.

Torbett played all four years 
at Penn State under legendary 
coach Russ Rose. He recruited 
her to be a defensive specialist, 
which is now a recognized 
position. “Back then he was 
just smart enough to see that 
these big, tall girls can’t play 
defensive as well as the small, 

short girls,” she said. 

She earned an exercise and 
sports science degree from 
Penn State in 1990 and started 
working in corporate wellness, 
but she missed competing. 
She decided to get into 
coaching; that was more than 
20 years ago. 

Torbett took over an East 
Carolina program in February 
that for the previous three 
years posted just two wins for 
each season. 

“I’m not a very patient person 
and I’d like to see a very 
fast track turn around, but 
realistically we’re going for 
double digit wins,” she said. 
“Whether the final number is 10 
or 20 at the end of the season, 
it will be part of the process. 

“Whatever the team is capable 
of, we’re going to make 
those steps forward to be on 
a realistic track to turn this 
program around within the next 
four years,” she said.

Torbett said the key to 
rebuilding a program is to have 
players buy into her system of 
coaching and recruiting the 
right type of players. “You don’t 
have to have the best players; 
you have to have players that fit 
together the best,” she said. 

“I’ve been able to be successful 
with the teams that I’ve 
coached sticking to three 
components: Enhancing the 
competitive drive; enhancing 
their work ethic; and bringing 

out their loyalty.”

The latter will involve improving 
the play on the court. 

ECU has some built-in loyalty. 
Even though their win-loss 
record for last season was 
2-25, their NCAA academic 
progress rate score for 2012 was 
a perfect 100. “That means no 
players were leaving to transfer 
to play somewhere else. That 
told me that there’s something 
special here,” Torbett said. 

“The current team didn’t 
have a lot of success on the 
volleyball court (last season), 
but they had that loyalty to East 
Carolina,” the coach added. 
“Now we’re going to make them 
better on the volleyball court 
and capitalize on that loyalty 
that they have.” 

Torbett came to ECU after a 
two-year stint at Winthrop 
University, where she guided 
the Eagles to a 20-8 Big South 
Conference record and a 34-
24 overall mark. Previously she 
was at UNC-Asheville, also a 
member of the Big South.

In her more than 20-year 
coaching career, Torbett has 
338 career wins, making her the 
winningest coach in Big South 
volleyball history. 

She plans to apply her talent 
for bringing out the best in her 
players—on and off the court—
to ECU. 

“I enjoy getting to know a 
young lady at 17 and getting to 

watch her walk across the stage 
at 21,” Torbett said. “The growth 
that happens in that time frame 
is incredible, and volleyball is 
the way that I get to influence 
them. But we’re learning life 
lessons every single day.”

The new coach also has an 
assignment for Pirate fans. 

“I would like for Pirate Nation, 
the students and Greenville 
to support us as we go 
through our struggles and we 
transition. The girls need to 
feel that support and want to 
have people at their matches 
cheering as they showcase 
the changes. People will see a 
definite difference,” she said. 

Co-captain Willis said the fans 
can be an asset for the team as 
they rebuild. 

“The fans provide that extra 
boost we need,” she said, 
adding the team has noticed 
the fan base grow through 
camps and word of mouth.

“We obviously want to do 
better than we did last year, but 
three is better than we did last 
year. And that’s not our goal. 
As a team, we decided we’d like 
to see at least 10 (wins). That 
would be tremendous for us. 

“Just bringing a different 
attitude and different work 
ethic would be a win in our 
books,” Willis said. 

Torre Blake, a sophomore 
from Austin, Texas, who is 
the daughter of former ECU 
quarterback Jeff Blake ’94, 
echoed her teammate’s 
excitement about the new 
coach and the season.

“We’re not focusing on the 
past,” said Blake. “We’re so 
excited. We just want to win 
and go out there and have 
fun. We want to make a name 
for the volleyball team on this 
campus and in the community.”

Torbett has had the players 
go out into the community to 
talk about the importance of 
exercise and academics. 

“Coach Torbett’s really hands-
on. And we work hard all the 
time,” Blake said. “She brings 
the heat, which is only going to 
prepare us for the season and 
make us better.

—Jeannine Manning Hutson

New coach rebuilding volleyball program
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100YEARS AGO 75YEARS AGO
College band formsathletic League debuts

During winter 
quarter 1938, music 
professor Dean 
Tabor rounds up 20 
students who can 
play instruments 
and forms East 
Carolina’s first 
college band. This 
hardy group begins 
performing from 
the stands during 
football games, 
and membership 
soon climbs to 

60. When money can’t be found to purchase uniforms, the student body votes 
overwhelmingly to ask the administration to impose a student activity fee of $1.50 
per student per quarter. That levy yields $1,200 to purchase uniforms, which the 
band proudly wears for the photo above in the 1939 yearbook.

A group of students interested 
in sports meets on Nov. 10, 
1913, and creates the Athletic 
League. The school has 10 
tennis courts and two basketball 
courts but there are no paid 
coaches and no one is in charge 
of scheduling the ball fields. 
The Athletic League takes 
that responsibility. It sanctions 
intramural teams for basketball, 
tennis and hiking. By the 1920s 
there were so many teams on 
campus that the Athletic League 
split into two divisions, the 
Athenians and the Olympians. 
The Athletic League dominated 
campus sports through the  
early 1940s.

Four years before the first 
black students enrolled here, 
East Carolina took a step 
toward integration when the 
administration relented and 
allowed an integrated band to 
perform on campus in violation 
of a school policy barring black 
musicians.

That occurred the night of Feb. 
5, 1958, when the popular Dave 
Brubeck Quartet arrived with 
a new bassist, Eugene Wright, 
who was making his first 
appearance with the band after 
replacing a white musician. 

Dean of Student Affairs James 
Tucker, a stickler for the rules, 
stopped by during the band’s 
sound check, saw Wright 
and immediately objected. 
According to several accounts, 
a potentially explosive impasse 
quickly developed.

In interviews he gave about the 
incident, Brubeck said, “And 
the dean turns to me and asks, 
‘What’s he doing here.’ And I 
told him, ‘He’s my bass player.’

Tucker told Brubeck about the 
school’s policy against black 
performers “and I told him, ‘If 
Eugene can’t play, we won’t play.”

Tucker alerted school President 
John Messick that a racial 
incident was brewing in the 
auditorium, and Messick 
telephoned Gov. Luther Hodges 
for guidance. It’s not known 
what was said but records in 

the Joyner Library Archives 
note that the governor’s 
office reminded Messick that, 
because the school had signed 
a contract for the performance, 
it would have to pay the band 
whether they played or not.

The concert was delayed as 
school officials debated how  
to respond. 

In a 2001 interview that aired 
on PBS, Brubeck says Messick 
eventually arrived offering a 
compromise.

“So the president of the college 
came in and he said, ‘We don’t 
want another Little Rock, 
so you can go on with the 
understanding that you’ll keep 
(Wright) in the background 
where he can’t be seen too well.’”

In oral interviews he gave to 
his alma mater, the University 
of the Pacific, which hold 
his papers, Brubeck said he 
agreed, but he had a plan. “I 
told Eugene, ‘Your microphone 
is off and I want you to use my 
announcement microphone, so 
you gotta come in front of the 
band to play your solo.’”

“When we did hit the stand, 
man, we were smoking,” 
Wright said in a later interview. 
“After that nonsense, for some 
reason we were really up. Well, 
the audience went crazy. We 
integrated the school that night.”

A reviewer for the student 
newspaper raved about the 

performance: “We’ve always 
wondered what it would take 
to excite the students of East 
Carolina, and now we’ve found 
it—jazz! We were delighted to 
see a colored entertainer on 
the stage, so we made it our 
business to talk with President 
Messick to ascertain whether 
this would set a precedent for 
the future.”

It did. During a meeting 
later that month, the Board 
of Trustees adopted a new 
policy that deferred to the 
administration’s judgment 
about campus performances 
by black musicians. Many 
believe that decision reflected 
the leadership of trustee Henry 
Belk. Belk, the progressive 
editor of the Goldsboro News-
Argus and the man for whom 
Belk Residence Hall is named, 
was partially blind. 

The headline on the student 
newspaper story about that 
decision was headlined, 
“Trustee Officials OK Negro 
Entertainment.”

Soon after the successful East 
Carolina show, Brubeck and 
his band left for a goodwill 
concert tour of Europe and 
Asia sponsored by the U.S. 
State Department as part of 
its American Ambassadors 
program. The band’s new single, 
Take Five, became a global hit.

Returning to the States, 
Brubeck prepared for a 1960 
tour of 25 colleges. But 23 of 
the schools—almost all in the 

South—canceled because of 
Jim Crow laws that Brubeck, at 
substantial personal expense, 
would not honor.

According to three alumni 
who were at the ’58 Brubeck 
concert, it set the stage for 
paradigm-shifting changes in 
racial attitudes that occurred on 
campus over the next few years.

Public Radio East music show 
host “TomtheJazzman” Mallison 
’66 of Greenville was a local 
boy still in high school who 
loved jazz and was drawn to 
the concert. He worked his 
way through college over six 
years, was active in student 
government and was SGA 
president in 1962-63. Over his 
long career in radio, Mallison 
and Brubeck became friends. 
Mallison said he’s heard 
Brubeck, who died in 2012, tell 
the story about the fateful East 
Carolina concert many times.

Black bands—long a staple of 
fraternity and sorority garage 
parties off campus—were 
becoming common on campus 
in the early 1960s. The Ramsey 
Lewis Trio, the Coasters, 
Johnny Nash and the Count 
Basie Orchestra, among others, 
played in Wright Auditorium 
or the new gym, Christenbury, 
around the time that Laura 
Marie Leary Elliott ’66, Hubert 
Walters ’66 and the other first 
black students arrived.

Also there that night was Rudy 
Alexander ’52 of Ayden. He was 
just six months into what would 

When music broke the color barrier

50YEARS AGO 25YEARS AGO
Marching band plays at Redskins game The Crow’s Nest closes

The ECC Marching 
Pirates are invited 
to perform at 
halftime of the 
Washington 
Redskins’ nationally 
televised game 
against the 
Philadelphia Eagles 
on Oct. 13, 1963. 
Gov. Terry Sanford, 
President Leo 
Jenkins and 150 
Greenville civic 

leaders travel to D.C. to watch the game. The event is billed as a tribute to North 
Carolina, in part because of the matchup between quarterbacks with North Carolina 
ties—the Eagles’ Sonny Jurgensen and the Redskins’ Norm Snead. Wearing new 
uniforms purchased by the SGA, the band performs North Carolina-themed songs 
and gets a loud cheer when it forms a tomahawk, a symbol of the Redskins.

After 20 years 
at the northeast 
corner of 10th 
and Charles, 
the Crow’s Nest 
restaurant—the 
only place close 
to campus that 
sells cold beer 
and hot food 24 
hours a day—
closes in July 
1988. During the 
late 1950s and 
early ’60s it was 

known as Lum’s. For many years the restaurant was home to the Loyal Order of the 
Crow, a group of local alumni sports fans, including Phil Dixon ’71, Stephen F. Horne 
II ’72 and Bill Byrd ’71, who meet there for lunch every Friday. The group starts a 
newsletter that eventually evolves into the current Boneyard Banter blog.

President Leo Jenkins 
welcomes the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet during its second 
concert on campus in 1962. 
From left are drummer Joe 
Morello, bassist Eugene 
Wright, Jenkins and Brubeck.

be a three-decades career as 
assistant dean directing student 
affairs and entertainment at 
East Carolina.

Roddy Jones ’58 of Raleigh, 
a former chair of the ECU 
Board of Trustees, said he has 
a picture of him and his date 
with Brubeck taken just before 
the ’58 concert. He remembers 
a different controversy about 
the event. He was president of 
the Interfraternity Council (IFC) 
that had booked the show the 
previous fall, when the quartet 
was all white. He was in trouble 
with Dean Tucker over how 
the IFC, which represented the 
Greeks, had booked the show. 

“We got Brubeck through 
Playboy magazine, which didn’t 
sit too well with Dean Tucker,” 
Jones said. “Playboy was brand 
new then and it was trying to 
develop the college audience by 
helping smaller schools like East 
Carolina book major entertainers. 
So, between the Playboy thing 
and the racial thing, it was a 
really exciting night.”

By the early ‘60s, the black bands 
that Alexander was booking 
for student concerts were 
selling out the gym, but finding 
accommodations for them in 
Greenville was a challenge.

Alexander remembers reaching 
out to “a lady who was the 
most prominent black lady in 
West Greenville, and she was 
willing to provide lodging to 
these musicians when they were 
coming through.” 

The most prominent black 
family in Greenville then was Dr. 
Andrew Best, the city’s first 
black doctor. During that era, 
Best was collaborating with Leo 
Jenkins on how and when to 
integrate the college.

Mallison said one of the 
restaurants downtown, the 
Bohemian, agreed to stay 
open extended hours to 
provide private dinners for the 
musicians after the concerts.

Opera star William Warfield, of 
Ol’ Man River fame, performed 
here in 1962, but the housing 
arrangement didn’t work out. 
“So right after the show we had 
to drive him to Rocky Mount 
to catch the train back to New 
York,” Alexander said.

Mallison remembers the 

student body making a visible 
statement about race when the 
Count Basie Orchestra came to 
campus in the summer of 1962.

For that concert, “the students 
wanted to do something 
special,” Mallison said, “so the 
SGA officers met the band when 
they arrived and we escorted 
them to the Old Cafeteria, where 
we put musicians and students 
side by side so they could get to 
know each other. They ate prime 
rib, the finest meal we could put 
on. Then the students led Basie 
in a procession across campus 
to the concert.”

About six months after the 
Count Basie show, the Dave 
Brubeck Quartet returned for 
a concert that packed 3,500 
people into the gym. In a sign 
of how times had changed, 

Jenkins went on stage to 
welcome Brubeck and his band 
to campus. In photos of that 
event he appears to go out of 
his way to shake hands with 
Wright while presenting him 
with a commemorative copy of 
DownBeat magazine’s award as 
Bass Player of the Year. 

After the show, the school 
hosted a reception for Brubeck 
and his band at the Rathskeller 
downtown. Popular New York 
vocalist Jane Morgan, who 
came to the concert, was 
among several notables at the 
reception.

—Steve Tuttle with research 
assistance by Arthur Carlson

This is another in a series of 
stories celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of integration at  
East Carolina.
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Biology professor John Stiller 
was named a recipient of 
the 2012–13 UNC Board of 
Governors’ Award for Excellence 
in Teaching, which comes 
with a medallion and a $7,500 
cash prize. The award is given 
annually to one educator from 
each of the 17 UNC-system 
schools to honor outstanding 
contributions in the classroom. 
Helping students reach “light 
bulb” moments is what he 
hopes for. “Students will forgive 
many sins in classroom delivery, 
or in research mentorship, 
as long as they believe the 
teacher is genuinely on their 
side and supportive of their 
efforts and aspirations.” Stiller 
has served as the president of 

the Psychological Society of 
America, received the National 
Science Foundation CAREER 
Award and published 31 
scholarly articles.

Sy Saeed, professor and 
chairman of the Department 
of Psychiatric Medicine in the 
Brody School of Medicine, was 
honored with the Administrative 
Psychiatry Award by the 
American Psychiatric Associa-
tion. The award honors an APA 
member who is a nationally-
recognized clinician executive, 
whose effectiveness as an 
administrator of major mental 
health programs has expanded 
the body of knowledge of 
management in the mental 
health services delivery system, 

and who serves as a role model 
for other psychiatrists.

East Carolina University career 
counselor Patrick Roberts was 
recognized with the president’s 
award at the N. C. Association 
of Colleges & Employers’ annual 
meeting. The award recognizes 
contributions to the association, 
career services and/or college 
recruitment made by an 
emerging leader in the field. 
The recipient is selected by the 
NCACE president with approval 
from the executive board.

The Society for Technical 
Communication (STC), the largest 
professional society in the field of 
technical communication, chose 
kirk St. amant as a recipient 
of the Society’s 2013 Jay R. 
Gould Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. The award is given 
in recognition of excellence in 
teaching and in mentorship, 
innovation and creativity in 
teaching, and contributions 
that change how technical 
communication is taught.

Christopher Locklear, associate 
provost for personnel and 
resource development, 
was named chief of staff to 
Chancellor Steve Ballard. He 
has worked since 2002 in the 
College of Education and the 
Office of the Provost. As chief 
of staff, he will have overall 
responsibility for six core 
units within the Chancellor’s 

Division, which consists 
of communications and 
marketing, public service, policy 
management, government 
relations, special events, and 
support for the Board of 
Trustees. He replaces Philip 
Rogers, who began work in July 
as vice president and chief of 
staff at the American Council on 
Education in Washington, D.C.

East Carolina University 
nurse faculty member Becky 
Bagley served as Nurse of 
the Day at the North Carolina 
General Assembly in Raleigh 
May 7. Bagley, director of nurse-
midwifery education in the 
ECU College of Nursing, was 
available to help with health 
issues for legislators and their 
staff members.

Two ECU students spent the 
summer in a competitive 
internship experience with 
NASA through the Langley 
Aerospace Research Student 
Scholars Program. Lisbeth Soria, 
a senior, and kaveh Darafsheh, 
a graduate student in computer 
science, earned a spot among 
200 internships out of 1,000 
applicants. Both programs 
are housed in the College of 
Technology and Computer 
Science. They participated in a 
10-week program for students 
pursuing degrees in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM). 
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John Stiller

University Life

Eric J. Bailey looks into his own 
family and social stigmas as 

he analyzes a growing trend in 
America: multiracial and multiethnic 

individuals and their 
families. In his seventh 
book, The New Face 
of America: How the 
Emerging Multiracial, 
Multiethnic Majority Is 
Changing the United 
States, he uses data 
from the 2000 and 
2010 Census to 
show the growth of 
America’s multiracial 
population. The book 
also looks into health 
and physical aspects 

of the lives of multiracial people, 
particularly their health issues and 
life events like adoption. Bailey, 
who has been at ECU since 2005 
and comes from a diverse family, 
said he wondered how interracial 
people define themselves. He says a 
growing awareness of racial diversity 
has carried over into his classroom. 
“They’re willing to talk about it and 
that’s the greatest thing.”

—Jamitress Bowden

The New Face of America
How the Emerging Multiracial, 
Multiethnic Majority Is Changing the 
United States
Praeger Publishers
176 pages, $35

In 2009, the Greenville Daily 
Reflector donated some 80,000 

photos, published in the paper 
from 1949 to 1967, to ECU’s Joyner 
Library. The library obtained a grant 
from the N.C. Humanities Council 
to digitize the 
images and make 
the available 
online. Now, a 
faculty member 
and two Joyner 
librarians who 
worked on 
that project 
have selected 
the 200 best 
ones for a 
new book, 

Greenville in the 20th Century. The 
authors are Christopher Oakley, who 
is an assistant professor of history, 
and Matthew Reynolds and Dale 
Sauter of Joyner Library. The photos 
trace the growth of Greenville 
from a farming community into an 

urban center with a major 
university and medical 
center. The book is part of 
Acadia Publishing’s Images 
of America series.

—Steve Tuttle

Greenville in the 20th Century
Christopher oakley, Matthew 
Reynolds and Dale Sauter
acadia Publishing
128 pages, $21.99

B O O K S  B Y  F A C U L T Y

Summer provides a bounty of 
fresh fruits and vegetables but 
not everyone knows how or 
where to get healthy foods. 

Recent graduates of East 
Carolina University’s masters 
of public health program spent 
two semesters examining kids’ 
experiences in a community 
garden, and how factors like 
zoning can impact access to 
fresh foods in rural eastern 
North Carolina.     

ECU alumna Ashley Ronay 
worked with students enrolled 
in the Pitt County Community 
Schools and Recreation 
afterschool program at 
Wintergreen elementary and 
intermediate schools through a 
participatory research project 
called Photovoice, a method 
where children took pictures 
of what the community garden 
means to them.

The children, ages 8 to 11, 
volunteered in the Making Pitt 
Fit Community Garden on 
County Home Road and tended 

plots when people were out 
of town. Some had never been 
in a garden. “Some indicated 
that they had never tried a 
strawberry or blueberry,” Ronay 
said. Looking at those, Ronay 
and her faculty adviser, Dr. 
Stephanie Jilcott Pitts, assistant 
professor of public health in 
the Brody School of Medicine, 
identified five themes: 

• The children tried new foods, 
and ate more fruits and 
vegetables.

• The children recognized some 
of the foods, like chili peppers, 
as ingredients used to cook 
food at home.

• Some learned how to garden 
because it was their first time 
caring for plants.   

• They developed an 
appreciation for nature and 
learning how and where plants 
are grown.

• They liked helping others and 
having fun in the garden.

—Crystal Baity
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on-line video tours show campus evolution

Have you ever wanted to step 
back in time and see the East 
Carolina campus as it was when 
you were a student here?  
Now you can through a series  
of brief videos and slideshows 
at East magazine’s web site,  
www.ecu.edu.east.

The video walking tours tell you 
the history of Main Campus, 
illustrated with historic photos 
and maps showing how East 
Carolina has changed over the 
decades. The videos include 
lots of interesting trivia, such 
as why so many of the old 
buildings on Main Campus have 
arched windows and Spanish 
red tile roofs.

(Answer: It’s because school 
founder Gov. Thomas Jarvis, 
who chaired the first building 
committee, previously had 
served as U.S. ambassador 
to Brazil, where he came to 
appreciate that Old World 
architectural style.)

The first video recreates the 
campus at its founding as East 
Carolina Teachers Training 
School in 1907, with tours of the 
three remaining original campus 
buildings.

A second short video walks you 
through the dozen buildings 
that sprang up around the Mall 

during the 1920s through the 
early 1940s—the East Carolina 
Teachers College years. A third 
video shows you the building 
boom that expanded campus 
after World War II, the East 
Carolina College years.

The “Buildings Upon the Past” 
feature also includes a sliding 
timeline that allows you to pick 
a decade and see exactly what 
campus looked like then. Or,  
you can pick individual 
buildings and through 
slideshows see how they 
changed over the years.

A new video on the history of 
ECU sports is the latest addition 
to the “Buildings Upon the 
Past” feature. It focuses on 
two events—the creation of 
organized sports on campus 
almost exactly 100 years ago, 
and the arrival 50 years ago 
of big-time football with the 
opening of Ficklen Stadium.

Future videos will focus on the 
history of medicine here, the 
growth of the Health Sciences 
campus and other changes that 
occurred after East Carolina 
achieved university status.

The interactive web feature  
is a joint creation of East 
magazine and the Joyner 
Library Archives staff.

Flanagan Building
Located near the campus mall, this iconic building has six large 
columns with a large staircase leading up to the front doors. 
The building was named for Edward Gaskill Flanagan, Greenville 
native and member of the East Carolina Board of Trustees who 
also served as chairman of the school’s building committee. This 
building was originally built as a classroom building and still 
serves that function today.

Learning gardening is fun
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LITERaRy HoMECoMINg 
North Carolina poet Fred 
Chappell will be honored during 
the 10th annual Eastern North 
Carolina Literary Homecoming 
Sept. 20-21. Chappell, a former 

North Carolina 
Poet Laureate, 
taught at UNC-
Greensboro for 
more than 40 
years, helped 
establish their 
MFA in creative 
writing, and 
has written 
more than a 
dozen books of 
poetry. During 
the two days, 
participants 
will have an 
opportunity to 
speak with Tar 
Heel authors, 
whose works 
reflect this 
year’s theme, 

“North Carolina: A State of 
Change, A Changing State.” The 
literary homecoming is free, 
except for the author’s luncheon. 
A detailed agenda and list of 
authors are available on the 
festival’s website: www.nclr.ecu.
edu/lithomecoming.

STagE PRoDUCTIoNS
From the novel by Bram Stoker 
comes the story of Dracula in a 
new adaption by Steven Dietz as 
the first production of the season 
by the ECU/Loessin Playhouse. 
Londoners try to piece together 
the clues of Dracula’s appearances 
in a valiant attempt to save 
themselves from a hideous fate. 
This play rich with melodrama 
and horror will be on the McGinnis 
Theatre stage Sept. 26-Oct. 1. 
Tickets are $12.50 for the general 
public and $10 for students.

The story of King Arthur, his 
queen Guinevere and his knight 
Lancelot are told in Camelot 
with music by Frederick Lowe 
and book and lyrics by Alan Jay 
Lerner will run Nov. 21-26. When 
Queen Guinevere falls in love 
with Lancelot, she is arrested and 
sentenced to death, but the two 
escape. Arthur declares war on 
Lancelot, but just as the fighting 
begins, he forgives them. Tickets 
are $15 for the public and $10 for 
students.

Call the McGinnis Theatre Box 
Office at 252-328-6829 or 
1-800-ECU-ARTS for tickets 
for either Loessin Playhouse 
production.

A night of show tunes, theater 

and dance, Encore! The night 
of rising stars raises funds for 
scholarships. Sponsored by the 
Friends of Theatre and Dance on 
Dec. 7, all tickets are $50. 

PERFoRMINg aRTS
Doc Severinsen’s (above) 
trademark wit and outrageous 
fashion follow the iconic 
trumpeter/bandleader of Johnny 
Carson’s Tonight Show fame 
to Wright Auditorium in his 
show, Once More with Feeling. 
Doc Severinsen and his Big 
Band will perform Oct. 17 at 8 
p.m. as part of the S. Rudolph 
Alexander Performing Arts 
Series. “(Severinsen’s) playing 
and bandleading quashed any 
doubts that he might have lost 
some of his famous panache,” 
according to a review in the 
Lincoln Journal Star. 

The ECU School of Music voice 
performance series opens Sept. 
9 with faculty baritone John 
kramar (right) and pianist Eric 
Stellrecht performing works 
by Poulenc, Schumann, Purcell, 
Duke and Ives. The series 
continues Sept. 30 when ECU 
soprano Rachel Copeland (far 
right) is joined by ECU violinist 
Hye-Jin kim for Holst’s 4 Songs 
for Violin and Voice and Saint-
Seans’ Violons dans le soir. Both 

concerts are at 7:30 p.m. in 
Fletcher Recital Hall and are free.

On Sept. 28 and 29, the ECU 
opera Theater will present Tales 
of Love and Loss from the British 
Isles, vaughan Williams’ Riders 
to the Sea; and scenes of Elgar, 
Britten and vaughan Williams. 
Tickets are $15 for the public; 
$12 for faculty, staff and senior 
citizens; $5 for students. For 
tickets, call 1-800-ECU-ARTS.

The Collegiate Choir and the St. 
Cecilia Singers will give a free 
performance in Fletcher Recital 
Hall on Oct. 24. 

At 7:30 p.m. Oct. 25, the ECU 
Chamber Singers offer Greenville 

a free preview of the repertoire 
that they will take to Spain 
and the Tolosa International 
Choral Contest in November. 
Selections include music by 
Schütz, Hindemith, Eric Whitacre 
and Daniel Elder as well as 
choral selections from Leonard 
Bernstein’s West Side Story and 
folksong arrangements from the 
Basque Country region. They will 
perform again Oct. 27 at First 
Presbyterian Church, Wilmington 
at 5 p.m.

World-renowned guest artists 
Robert McDonald, piano, Hsin-
Yun Huang, viola, and Colin Carr, 
cello, join ECU’s ara gregorian, 
violin, for the season opening 

of the Four Seasons Chamber 
Music Festival in Greenville on 
Sept. 12 and 13, with a repeat 
performance in Raleigh’s 
Fletcher Opera Theater on Sept. 
15. The festival will present a 
special feature concert Nov. 2 
in Greenville and a free Next 
Generation concert featuring 
ECU faculty members, string 
students, guest performers and 
string program alumni on Nov. 
3. For ticketed Four Seasons 
events, call 1-800-ECU-ARTS; 
visit www.ecu.edu/fourseasons 
for more information.

Special guest ECU violinist Hye-
Jin kim (below) joins the ECU 
Symphony orchestra on Sept. 21 
in Wright Auditorium to perform 
Barber’s Violin Concerto. On Oct. 
26, the symphony welcomes ECU 
clarinetist Douglas Monroe for 
the Mozart Clarinet Concerto in A 
Major. Both concerts are at 7:30 
p.m., and are free.

The ECU Jazz Studies program 
will return to the Greenville 
Hilton’s villedge Wood Fired 
Kitchen and Bar for a jazz 
evening on Oct. 25. The 
combined bands will perform 
Bandarama concerts Sept. 19 

and Nov. 7 at Wright Auditorium; 
Tom McCaslin gives a tuba recital 
on Oct. 1 and hosts the annual 
octubafest on Oct. 9, 10 and 
11; the Percussion Ensemble 
performs Oct. 30; all these 
events are free and open to  
the public.

Often referred to as the “poet 
of the violin,” Joshua Bell 
(right) is one of the world’s 
most celebrated violinists. He 
will perform at 8 p.m., Nov. 10 in 
Wright Auditorium. Bell continues 
to enchant audiences with his 
breathtaking virtuosity, tone of 
sheer beauty and charismatic 
stage presence, earning him 
the rare title of “classical music 
superstar.” It is a ticketed event; 

call 1-800-ECU-ARTS or visit 
www.ecuarts.com.

LECTURES
The world’s leading expert on 
chimpanzee behavior, Jane 
goodall will speak on campus 
Oct. 1 as part of the voyages 
of Discovery Lecture Series. 
Born and raised in London, 
Goodall’s early fascination with 
Africa led her to travel to Kenya 
where she found work as a 
research assistant for the noted 
paleontologist, Dr. Louis Leakey. 
Leakey encouraged Goodall to 
study chimpanzees, thinking that 
more nuanced understandings 
of their behavior would enhance 
understandings of human 
evolutionary development. It 
became her life’s work. Her 
lecture, “Sowing the Seeds of 
Hope,” is the premiere lecture of 
the series for 2013-14 and will be 
at 7 p.m. in Wright Auditorium. 
Tickets are $10 and available 
through the Central Ticket Office 
at 252-328-4788 or 1-800-ECU-
ARTS.

The Jarvis Lecture on Christianity 
and Culture will present Dr. 
José Casanova speaking on 
“Transformations in American 
Civil Religion and American 
Christianity” on Nov. 4 at 7 p.m. 
in Wright Auditorium. Casanova 
is considered one of the world’s 
top scholars in the sociology 
of religion. According to his 
analyses, religious institutions 
no longer simply administer 
pastoral care to individual souls, 

but instead are increasingly 
challenging established social 
and political frameworks. This is 
a free lecture in the voyages of 
Discovery Lecture Series. 

FaMILy FaRE
A collision of theatre and 
music hall, Tomas kubinek: 
Certified Lunatic and Master 
of the Impossible (above) is 
described as “equal parts comic 
brilliance, virtuosic vaudeville 
and irresistible charm.” The show 
will be 7 p.m. Oct. 11 in Wright 
Auditorium and is suitable for 
children aged 5 and up. 

The tale of Scrooge and how 
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, 
Present and Future changed 
his outlook on life will come 
to Wright Auditorium as ECU 
Storybook Theatre presents A 
Christmas Carol, John Jakes’ 
adaptation of the Charles 
Dickens classic, at 7 p.m. Nov. 15. 
Tickets for both performances 
are $10 for adults and $7 for 
students/youth and available at 
www.ecuarts.com.

ExHIBITS
At the Gray Gallery, 
As•sem•blage will have its 
opening reception, 6-8 p.m., Sept. 
8, and will be on exhibit through 
Oct. 4. The School of art and 
Design Faculty Exhibition: a 
Tradition of Excellence will open 
with a reception 6-8 p.m. Oct. 18 
and continue through Nov. 23. 
And the always popular, annual 
Holiday Exhibition and Sale will 
be Dec. 5-7. 

An exhibit commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the 
desegregation of East Carolina, 
Tearing Down the Wall: 
Desegregation at ECU, chronicles 
major events related to the 
desegregation of campus from the 
school’s inception in 1907 through 
1980. Organized by East Carolina 
University Archives and Records, 
the exhibit will run through the fall 
semester and is mounted on the 
second floor of the library. 

Paleontology of Eastern North 
Carolina, featuring fossils and 
artifacts, continues on exhibit on 
the third floor of Joyner Library 
through Aug. 31.

The Linda a. Fox photography 
exhibit, “The Return,” will be 
on display in the second floor 
gallery of Joyner Library through 
Sept. 30.

Selections from John James 
audubon’s Fifty Best Watercolors 
is on display in the Manuscript 
and Rare Book Department on 
the fourth floor of Joyner Library. 
The prints were donated by Dr. 
and Mrs. Rick Webb as a teaching 
tool across various disciplines like 
biology, art, and history.

In September, Lady Liberty: 
Women’s Role in Military 
History exhibit will open in the 
Manuscripts and Rare Books 
Department and continue 
through December, focusing on 
women’s service in the armed 
forces during peacetime and war.

The Joyner Library graduate 
Student art and Design Exhibition 
will open Oct. 1 and continue until 
Dec. 1 in the exhibit gallery. 
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A NEW
MoDEL

FOR
STUDENT
TEaCHINg

The co-teaching approach  
pioneered by ECU produces  

graduates who can aid  
student achievement,  

even as interns

Demetrice “D.J.” Baskerville 
’13 works with a student in 
Deirdre Whitfield’s class for 
students with autism at J.H. 
Rose High School in greenville. 
Baskerville spent every day in 
the classroom during the spring 
of his senior year, pursing a 
bachelor of science in special 
education. a new model 
for that period of “student 
teaching” paired Baskerville 
with another ECU student,  
Sara graves ’13.
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Kaitlyn Harrison Howard ’12 always 
knew she was going to be a teacher. 
She loves children, particularly their 
honesty, openness and excitement 
about learning.

One year ago, she stood at the front 
of  her very own classroom for the first 
time, looking out over the faces of  11 
first graders at Chicod School that 
were hers to mold. She’d been eager to 
leave college behind and finally start 
teaching. However, her feeling that first 
day was very different.

“Just survive,” Howard said she 
thought. “Get through the day. Get all 
the kids home safe and the right way.”

Being a first-year teacher can be 
daunting and stressful. But East Carolina 
University is preparing its College of  
Education graduates in new ways to 
meet that challenge. Among them is 
a new model for student teaching—
the actual classroom experience that 
occupies the two final semesters of  
college for education majors. 

The emerging Co-teaching Program 
puts more emphasis on teamwork 
between classroom teacher and student, 
and between student interns themselves. 
One particular model of  co-teaching 
pioneered by ECU places two interns 
in a classroom instead of  only one. 
Though that may seem like a greater 
burden on the classroom teacher, it’s 
proving instead to be a benefit.

“You plan together, you teach together, 
you assess together,” explained Dr. 
Vivian Covington, director of  teacher 
education at ECU.

What started with Howard and her 
partner intern, Katie Usher ’12, was 
expanded into a larger pilot in 2013, 
with 25 ECU students in 15 co-
teaching-style classrooms across Pitt 
and Greene counties.

The effort springs from a need to 
produce better quality teachers for 
eastern North Carolina and the state—
teachers who can boast high student 
success rates in their first year, not 
the second or third. As the pressure 
to perform as first year teachers is 
increasing nationwide, East Carolina 
graduates must be up to the challenge.

Two students, one classroom

The model for co-teaching emerged 
from special education classrooms, 
where other learning and disability 
specialists join teachers to better target 
a range of  student needs. So it is 
fitting that one of  the first classrooms 
where ECU co-teaching interns were 
placed was a class for students on the 
autism spectrum at J.H. Rose High 
School in Greenville. 

Sara Graves ’13 looked forward to 
putting what she’d learned in her 
special education classes into practice 
during her senior internship.

“This was our chance to experience 
what it feels like to call the shots,” she 
explained. And she didn’t mind that 
she’d be sharing that experience with 
Demetrice “D.J.” Baskerville ’13.

“I had heard good things about him,” 
she said of  her partner co-teaching 
intern. “I was excited to be a part of  it.”

With J.H. Rose teacher Dee Whitfield 
as their mentor, Graves and Baskerville 
took turns leading the morning lesson 
every day. They relied frequently on 
one of  the seven co-teaching strategies 
called “station teaching,” where students 
are broken into groups to work on 
lessons. The teacher and interns then 
rotate through those groups, ensuring 
all students get equal time.

The three got along really well, Graves 
said, and she appreciated having “two 

other professionals” to lean on for 
ideas and advice. Graves will teach 
in her own classroom this fall for 
students with moderate intellectual 
disabilities at South Central High 
School in Greenville.

Howard shared a similar experience 
from her co-teaching internship at 
Chicod—the school that would 
hire her to teach first grade after 
graduation.

“You have somebody else to learn 
from and different ideas to pull from,” 
Howard said. “Everybody brings 
something different to the table. (Katie 
and I) hit a rhythm, went with it and 
helped each other.”

greater expectations

The traditional model of  student 
teaching has been in place for around 
80 years, and is still in use for 
most seniors in ECU’s College of  
Education. Students spend their first 
senior semester observing a classroom 
teacher one day each week; they then 
have a chance to take over during 
second semester. After an additional 
observation period, they develop lesson 
plans and lead teaching for one subject, 
then adding another, culminating in 
teaching solo for 15 school days. The 
semester winds down with still more 
observation time.

The student teaching experience is a 
crucial part of  teacher preparation. It’s 
when future teachers at ECU and other 
universities take the best practices and 
concepts they’ve learned in methods 
classes on campus and implement them 
for the first time. They get a sense of  
what it takes to manage a classroom 
and keep young learners on track. They 
feel the challenges of  implementing 
curriculum for students who learn 
slowly and those who race ahead.
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Sarah young ‘13 leads a group of kindergarten 
students in Sarah young ‘13 leads a group 
of kindergarten students  amy Mcgregor’s 
classroom at Wintergreen Primary School in 
greenville. She was one of two ECU students 
assigned to that classroom for their spring 
semester internship as part of the Co-Teaching 
Program in ECU’s College of Education.
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But Covington said it’s gotten harder 
in recent years to convince classroom 
teachers to take on an intern.

With increased emphasis on testing 
and evaluations based on student 
performance, teachers may hesitate 
“giving up classrooms for 15 days in 
the spring to a novice,” Covington said.

“We always feel like we’re burdening 
our public school partners and we 
don’t want that,” agreed Liz Fogarty, 
associate professor and interim assistant 
chair of  elementary and middle grades 
education. “We need them.”

Co-teaching could improve that 
dynamic.

Gwen Smith is Greene County 
Schools’ liaison to ECU and says 
her teachers are “just beginning to 
understand what a wonderful model 
(co-teaching) could be.”

ECU sends student teachers to 36 
school systems across the state, but 
all co-teaching interns are placed in 
Greene and Pitt counties. Smith said 
Greene County will double the number 
of  co-teaching interns training in its 
classrooms in 2014.

“Over the past years (fear of  
relinquishing the classroom) has been 
the biggest (deterrent),” Smith said. 
“They tell me ‘I can’t take an intern 
this year.’ But anytime you’ve got more 
than on teacher in the classroom, the 
students are certain to benefit.

“We want to get our best teachers for 
these interns—our master teachers. 
This 2-1 model works better.”

Smith also said the co-teaching interns 
are better qualified for the days they do 
lead the classroom. That’s because they’re 
planning with the classroom teacher and 
empowered to teach from day one—
though in smaller doses or with smaller 

groups of  students. This contrasts 
with the traditional model of  merely 
observing for weeks before a student 
takes his or her turn at the helm.

“That intern is up, she’s moving, she’s 
teaching,” Smith said. “She’s not just 
sitting there.”

Principal Dawn Singleton, who retired 
in June, heard the same thing from 
her teachers at Wintergreen Primary 
who volunteered to take co-teaching 
interns. With multiple adults in a 
classroom, teachers are able to target 
lessons for students needing additional 
help or those who are academically 
gifted, she said.

“It will help children all the way 
around to have another adult in the 
classroom.”

an evolving model

Critics could argue that these co-
teaching students aren’t being trained 
in a “real world” situation, Covington 
admitted. They’re getting more teaching 
and planning time and more support 
than they will when they leave college 
and enter a classroom full time. Howard 
had those concerns herself  when she 
entered her first year of  teaching.

“It was definitely nerve wracking,” 
Howard said, “to go from three to 
four people to being by myself. You get 
used to interacting with adults. Then, 
it’s just you and your children.”

The interns are, however, getting 
the same number of  observations by 
College of  Education faculty as they 
would if  they were student teaching 
alone. And administrators are increasing 
the number of  required solo teaching 
days this spring from five to 10 for co-
teaching students. That’s still fewer than 
the traditionally required 15 days.

“We understand it’s different but it 
wouldn’t necessarily be less experience,” 
Covington said. “We’re just watching 
and seeing.”

Howard terms it “an adjustment” to 
teach without additional personnel in 
the classroom, but expects all first-year 
teachers make similar adjustments in 
one area or another. It’s part of  the 
learning curve.

“I wouldn’t trade my experience co-
teaching for anything,” she added.

With each successful year, College of  
Education faculty will keep honing 
and expanding the Co-Teaching 
Program. Administrators plan to 
introduce co-teaching in as many as 
88 classrooms in 2014. And students 
will intern in not only elementary and 
special education classrooms this year, 
but also in English, history, foreign 
language, math and middle grades 
classrooms.  Covington said they 
must determine whether co-teaching 
advantages apply to older students and 
varied subjects.

The College of  Education is gathering 
lots of  data as part of  the effort—
interviewing graduates, tracking 
student success rates, training and 
gathering feedback from the classroom 
teachers. The faculty believes the 
potential benefits of  co-teaching could 
outweigh any initial stumbling blocks. 

“We really do have evidence that it’s 
going to make a difference for our 
student teachers,” said Judy Smith, 
professor of  elementary and middle 
grades education.

“If  it’s at least as good as the old 
model…then we feel like it’s a 
win,” Covington said. “People will 
embrace student teachers again, and 
(teachers will) not have to give up their 
classrooms.”

Lisa Thomas ’13 goes over a lesson with a kindergarten student 
at Wintergreen Primary School this May. She and another ECU 
student were assigned to amy Mcgregor’s classroom together 
for their senior year internship, and both have since accepted 
jobs leading their own classrooms at Wintergreen this fall.
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There is no I in health care
ECU adopts 

interprofessional 

medical education 

by training medical, 

nursing and allied 

health students to 

work in teams

vidant Medical Center Emergency Department Nurse 
Michael Morris and Dr. Cache Reed, a resident medical-
psychiatry physician, check the placement of a central 
venous line. The nurse and physician practiced inserting 
the line in the Brody School of Medicine’s Clinical 
Simulation Center, where team-based care is taught.
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As a public health nurse in Beaufort 
County, Carol Rose ’12 is one of  
several providers caring for women 
with breast and cervical cancer. 

“You realize that you have to 
be teammates with these other 
professions,” she said.

Dr. Elizabeth Baxley hears many 
stories like that. “In essence we’ve been 
training them in silos and expecting 
the day that they walked across the 
stage to get their diploma they would 
magically know how to work together 
and understand each other’s role and 
provide safe and satisfying care to all 
patients,” says Baxley, senior associate 
dean for academic affairs and professor 
of  family medicine in the Brody 
School of  Medicine.

A number of  recent studies have 
shown that effective communication 
among various health care providers 
help reduce preventable medical 
errors. Across the nation, accrediting 
bodies for health sciences disciplines 
are encouraging interprofessional 
education in the curriculum. Effective 
teamwork helps reduce mistakes caused 
by miscommunication and clears 
up misunderstandings of  roles or 
responsibilities in caring for patients.

“The quality and safety of  patient 
care really depends on strong teams 
of  providers who value each other and 
who look out for each other,” says 
Dr. Phyllis Horns, vice chancellor 
of  health sciences. “It creates an 
environment that is very patient-
centered and addresses it in a cultural 
and sensitive way.”

At ECU’s new chapter of  the Institute 
for Healthcare Improvement Open 
School, students examine how their 
role in the health care team could 
make a difference to a patient, develop 
leadership skills and take a broad look 
at health care systems, says Baxley. 

“It’s important to know your team and 
what they’re capable of as fast-paced as 
our world is in the emergency room,” 
says Michael Morris, an emergency 
department nurse at Vidant Medical 
Center who recently practiced in the 
lab with a resident physician to insert a 
central venous line in a mannequin torso. 

Ian Bryan, a second-year medical 
student from Greenville, says learning 
together while still in school creates 
balance and a smooth transition to 
the workplace. “The more we work 
together, the easier it gets and the 
better it is for patients,” Bryan says. 
“It streamlines things.”

Changing the system

Historically, universities have compart-
mentalized health profession students: 
nurses in nursing schools, physicians 
in medical schools, pharmacists in 
pharmacy schools, and social workers 
in schools of  social work. 

Liz Bates, who earned a master’s 
degree in communication sciences and 
disorders in May, saw collaborative 
care in her clinical placements. 

“When health care providers are 
communicating with each other, it 
makes assessments and treatment 
plans much easier to implement, and 

providers are able to deliver treatment 
more quickly,” Bates says.

Dr. Joan Wynn, chief  quality officer 
for Vidant Health in Greenville, says 
the future of  primary care isn’t a lone 
practitioner but team-based providers. 
“Studies show that training in teams 
is an effective strategy to prevent poor 
outcomes,” Wynn says. “We know 
interprofessional education improves 
patient safety and the quality of  care.”

Several studies from the Institute of  
Medicine, Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement and other health care 
agencies have shown that effective 
communication and teamwork help 
reduce preventable medical errors.    

“Interdisciplinary means they (the 
patients) are receiving the benefit of each 
discipline and the special element that 
discipline brings,” said Wynn, an ECU 
alumna and adjunct faculty member in 
the ECU College of  Nursing. 

At Vidant, one example of  this 
team-based approach occurs in 
“multidisciplinary rounding,” where 
patients are cared for by a multi-
specialty team that includes a case 
manager, nutritionist, nurse, physician 
and physical therapist among others. 
Rehabilitation and physical medicine 
adopted a multidisciplinary care 
approach many years ago.

Teamwork also promotes a more 
rewarding work environment, Wynn 
says. “Each discipline sees they are 
making a difference, which is why most 
people go into health care,” she said.    

b y  C r y S Ta l  b a i T y      P H o T o G r a P H y  b y  C l i F F  H o l l i S

29

Patrick McGee, a Brody School of Medicine student, adjusts 
an oxygen mask on a mannequin as Dr. Brian McMillen, (left) 
professor of pharmacology and toxicology, and Dr. Walter 
“Skip” Robey, director of the clinical simulation program and 
assistant dean for simulation and safety education, and other 
students observe. 

Mannequins have heartbeats and pulses, lung function, 
reproductive organs and give birth. Instructors program scenarios 
and set parameters by computer. Faculty can manipulate 
responses and reactions by the patient and monitor skills. 

At bottom, a student preps a needle to use in a procedure. 
Being able to master complex skills through repetition, in a 
non-threatening environment, is a key benefit to simulation 
education. Simulation gives students the opportunity to 
problem-solve emergency situations risk-free, and learners are 
able to get real-time feedback from instructors and peers.
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‘a top goal of the division’

One place that students, residents, 
physician faculty and staff regularly 
practice team-based care is in the 
Brody School of  Medicine’s Clinical 
Simulation Center, a safe zone where 
mannequin ‘patients’ are diagnosed 
and treated and clinical skills are 
sharpened. 

“The idea is to pre-train people before 
they get to the bedside,” says Dr. Walter 
“Skip” Robey, director of  the clinical 
simulation program and assistant dean 
for simulation and safety education. 
“It’s not fair to place them in an 
environment that’s high risk so we do 
it here and assess their performance 
before they move to the next step.” 

“Maintaining the lines of communication 
is half  the battle,” Robey said. “Knowing 
what your colleagues’ duties and expertise 
are—it’s not always evident.” 

The Joint Commission on 
Accreditation for Healthcare 
Organizations, the Institute of  
Medicine and others have embraced it.

“That gives us an extra kick to do 
this,” Horns says. “It’s a top goal of  
the division.” 

ECU’s School of  Dental Medicine is 
already recognized for creating new 
ways of  educating students through 
the development of  community service 
learning centers, where fourth-year 
dental students will live and practice in 
rural North Carolina communities. 

“We are excited about exploring 
possibilities to participate in an 
integrated care practice model, 
creating a unique opportunity for 
other learners to be at the same site,” 
says Dr. Geralyn Crain, assistant dean 
for educational support and faculty 
development in dental medicine.

“We are one point of  entry into the 

health care delivery system,” Crain 
says. “We do not treat diabetes or 
other systemic disease, but we do have 
to recognize it and treat our patients 
who have these conditions. When our 
patients come in, they’re not just a 
mouth, they’re a whole person.” 

Changes are coming. ECU will 
implement a new comprehensive core 
curriculum in patient safety and clinical 
quality improvement for all medical 
students as part of  a $1 million 
grant from the American Medical 
Association. The Brody School of  
Medicine was one of  11 schools in the 
nation selected in June to change the 
way it educates students while keeping 
its focus on rural and underserved 
populations. The school will work 
with Vidant and ECU’s health-related 
disciplines to foster interprofessional 
skills and prepare students to lead 
health care teams as part of  the 
transformation, Baxley says.

a natural fit for rural care

Interprofessional practice isn’t a new 
concept at ECU, with its focus on 
providing health care to rural and 
underserved populations. 

More than 20 years ago, the Brody 
School of  Medicine’s Dr. Doyle “Skip” 
Cummings and Dr. Maria Clay received 
a rural health training program grant 
that took students from a variety of  
health-related majors to work with 
faculty in eastern North Carolina 
communities. Students lived in 
Eastern Area Health Education Center 
(AHEC) housing and worked within 
their own discipline. One day a week, 
the students would work together, 
visiting patients in homes, touring the 
community or providing care. 

The program continued for 14 years 
until faculty, anticipating federal 
funding cuts, converted it to distance-

education courses to preserve the 
program. It was a natural fit with 
telemedicine already proving to be 
a valuable resource for health care 
providers. “We felt strongly that 
interdisciplinary education marries with 
rural health,” says Clay, chair of  the 
bioethics and interdisciplinary studies 
department and director of  clinical 
skills assessment and education.  

Today, an “Introduction to Rural 
Health Care Teams” course enrolls 
about 100 students per semester, 
mainly freshmen and sophomores 
from across campus who plan to major 
in a health career. An upper-level 
course “Designing Rural Health Care” 
challenges students to design a fictional 
health system for a rural eastern  
North Carolina county based on 
demographic data. Another graduate-
level course, “Clinical Consulting 
Teams” focuses on preventative health 
and potential interventions based on 
community needs. 

Integration of  medicine, psychology, 
nursing and allied health professions 
are essential in treating patients, and 
why ECU is an exceptional place 
for the future, says Dr. Sam Sears. 
A professor of  psychology and 
cardiovascular sciences, he recently 
won the O. Max Gardner Award—
the highest UNC-system honor 
given annually to a faculty member 
who annually makes the greatest 
contribution to the welfare of  the 
human race.

“This is a place that can respond to 
modern challenges,” says Sears. “This 
is not a stodgy medical school or 
stodgy campus. This is a place that 
says what are the new challenges and 
how can we address them. How can 
we come up with novel solutions 
to address novel problems? That’s 
academia. Industry can’t do it the way 
academia can.”
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Dr. Sanjay Mehra, a vidant cardiology physician, prepares to insert 
a catheter in a central vein of a mannequin in the Simulation Center. 
Mehra is assisted by Dr. Laura Gantt, (in background) executive 
director of the ECU College of Nursing’s eight, state-of-the-art 
Concepts Integration Labs. What started as a one-room basic skills 
lab in 2006 in the Department of Emergency Medicine has grown to 
more than a dozen rooms dedicated to simulation training.

At bottom, Robert Eliason was one of about 240 students and 50 
faculty on the ECU health sciences campus last fall to watch the 
documentary “Crossing Borders,” which follows four Moroccan 
students and four American students as they travel for a week 
through Morocco. Strangers before the trip, the students learned 
about themselves and each other through candid conversations.

After the movie, ECU students divided into small groups, facilitated 
by two faculty members from different colleges or schools, to 
discuss the film in the context of their lives and their roles as health 
care providers. Jacquelin Riggins, who received a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing in May, said the event was enlightening and inspiring. “This 
was the first time I had ever met and had a discussion with students 
from other health care professions,” Riggins said.
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Paying it 
forward
Sanford business leader Kel Normann gives back to ECU

to encourage today’s students to pursue their dreams
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When Akeem Richmond sank the 
buzzer beating three-pointer to win 
the CollegeInsider.com Postseason 
Tournament for ECU last April, few were 
prouder of the junior player than Sanford 
business leader Kel Normann ’85.

Normann grew up with Richmond’s 
father and the two played basketball 
together through high school. Without 
a son of  his own, Normann enjoyed 
watching Richmond grow up and had 
recognized the youngster’s talent early 
on. He encouraged him to practice, 
attend basketball camps and do well in 
school so that he could set his sights 
on playing college ball. Normann 
was pleased when Richmond’s path 
led to East Carolina. It was another 
hometown success story.

Normann is familiar with those. He 
also is a small-town success story who 
says he is proof  that good things can 
happen when a community leader 
encourages young people to pursue 
their dreams. That’s why he gives 
time, talent and money to ensure that 
students at ECU and beyond have a 
chance to realize their goals.

“He is one who expects the best and 
helps others see opportunities,” says 
Dr. Jim Westmoreland, associate dean 
of  external affairs for the ECU College 
of  Business.

Normann, who earned a degree in 
marketing, is managing director of  the 
Normann Financial Group of  Wells 
Fargo Advisors. He sees it as an honor, 
privilege and responsibility to give 
back to his alma mater. 

A past member of  the College of  
Business Advisory Council, he has 
served on the ECU Foundation board 
for 13 years and has chaired the 
board’s investment committee for 10 
years. Normann is a member of  the 
Order of  the Cupola, the Chancellor’s 
Society, the Old Austin Society, and 

the Leo W. Jenkins Society. He is a life 
member of  the East Carolina Alumni 
Association and supports the ECU 
Educational Foundation, better known 
as the Pirate Club. 

He and his wife, Parker, established 
a business scholarship that annually 
recognizes a full-time undergraduate 
business major who displays 
superior academic achievement and 
demonstrates financial need. Normann 
and his family also give to the EC 
Scholars program—the university’s 
most prestigious academic scholarship. 
In addition, the Normann family 
provides funding for an Access 
Scholarship, which rewards students 
with academic promise who need 
financial assistance. He also has 
made contributions to the College of  
Nursing, College of  Human Ecology, 
Student Life and the ECU Foundation. 

“All the people I’ve met through the 
years through the ECU Foundation 
motivated me through their passion 
and energy for ECU,” Normann says. 
“It became contagious.”

an education to last a lifetime

Normann grew up in Snow Hill, the 
son of  two ECU Pirates. His father 
started a retirement home business 
and had rest homes in Snow Hill, 
Goldsboro and LaGrange. By the time 
he was 10 the family moved to his 
mother’s hometown of  Sanford so his 
mother could join her parents’ own 
retirement home business.

It was early on in that city that the 
first flickers of  determination caused 
Normann to observe the way the 
people around him set out to achieve 
their ambitions. Many of  Lee County’s 
textiles and brick industries and other 
businesses were the result of  local 
citizens who built lives and careers 
from the ground up. “It’s self-made 
wealth,” Normann says, “but people 

have not lost the sense of  their values 
or where they came from.”

At 92 years old, his grandfather still 
goes to work every day and makes 
sure that their retirement homes are 
providing the best available care to 
their patients, most of  which are local 
people who have been family friends 
for years. Normann tries to provide 
that same care and service to his clients 
today, only for their financial needs 
rather than their health care.

He held onto those roots as he 
followed in the family footsteps to 
ECU. The College of  Business felt 
like a perfect fit for him. Studying 
marketing strategy, finance and other 
business topics, Normann began to see 
his future career taking shape. He also 
formed meaningful relationships that 
would tie him to the university forever. 
He befriended Westmoreland, who he 
had known as a Residence Life staff 
member in Scott Hall.

The two are close friends still, allowing 
Westmoreland to have a first-hand 
view of  Normann’s impact on ECU 
over the years. “He has had so many 
families come to ECU,” Westmoreland 
says, “to learn about what makes us 
uniquely special in the way we want to 
treat those who desire an educational 
opportunity.”

Normann hopes every ECU student 
receives the mentoring from professors 
that challenges them to be good 
communicators and well-prepared 
business professionals.  “I like what 
Stan Eakins is doing with the College 
of  Business,” he says. “They are 
teaching students how to take what 
they’re learning in the classroom and 
use that in the real world.”

His contributions to the college 
and to ECU come partly to give 
promising students and those who 
need a financial boost the chance 

to get excited about education and 
where it can lead them. He also 
hopes he can help encourage efforts 
to focus on communication skills for 
undergraduates. “After college,” he 
says, “knowledge is power. But if  you 
can’t communicate it, it’s lost.”

He says the professors he had, like 
Louis Eckstein, helped him prepare for 
a career that involves communication 
and partnership on a higher level.

Building a business with a heart

Normann Financial Group is tucked 
under a canopy of  stately trees on the 
corner of  a Sanford neighborhood and 
near a thoroughfare. Across the street 
is a church whose lawn extends down a 
bank to a canopy of  branches, where it 
meets the road.

Inside Normann Financial Group, 
Normann settles back in his corner 
office and with a soft smile recalls 
the days when he returned to town 
for good. After graduation from 
ECU and several years of  work, an 
unexpected opportunity came his way, 
and he moved back to Sanford and the 
community that he calls close knit.

“It’s a very caring community,” he says. 
Over the years, family and friends 
provided steadfast support through 
good times and bad to Normann and 
his wife and daughter, Jordan ’12, It’s 
still the same today.

Normann, who counsels clients on 
decisions related to investment and 
estate planning, finds his business 
so fulfilling because it’s relationship 
driven. “It’s very rewarding because 
my clients depend on me much like 
they do their CPA, attorney or doctor. 
We’re their financial doctor.”

That trust in his expertise is backed 
up. Normann has been named one 
of  the top 1,000 financial advisors 
in the country for the last three years 
by Barron’s magazine, and he has 
consistently ranked in the top percentile 

of  Wells Fargo advisors and its 
predecessor firms for the last 25 years.

What also makes the business special 
is the way Normann and his colleagues 
take care of  their own. They also back 
community causes and events that 
make life better for countless people.

Nearly 20 years ago, Normann helped 
found the Lee County Boys and Girls 
Club, an organization that has grown 
into a “tremendous club,” he says. 
Different activities throughout the 
year like golf  tournaments ensure the 
group’s future. 

“That’s the core of  our success,” 
Normann says. “Our responsibility 
is to give back to the community and 
support those in need.”

Normann also helped create the Lee 
County Educational Fund and played 
a pivotal role in the inception of  the 
Head of  Class Project, which awards 
$50,000 annually to the faculty and 
staff of  the best performing elementary 
school in Lee County. The initiative is 
the first of  its kind in North Carolina.

Normann currently serves on the 
board of  trustees for Meredith College 
and has served on the boards of  the 
Sanford Rotary Club, Central Carolina 
Community College Foundation, and 
the O’Neal School, a Southern Pines day 
school that emphasizes a well rounded, 
community-service driven education. 

an ‘advocate for ECU’

His support of  education in his 
own community hasn’t hampered his 
involvement at ECU. “I’m a complete 
addict of  ECU football,” Normann 
says. His future son-in-law was on the 
Pirate roster as a punter and kicker from 
2008 to 2010. “After this past season 
with Richmond and the new success and 
excitement coach Jeff Lebo has brought 
to the program, I have also become a 
Pirate basketball fanatic,” he said. 

Another hometown connection 

to ECU is men’s golf  coach Press 
McPhaul, who grew up about a mile 
from Normann in Sanford and is 
today a close friend. Also, Normann 
and women’s golf  coach Kevin 
Williams lived in Scott Dorm and 
played intramural sports together. The 
two remain close as well. “These two 
guys are wonderful assets to ECU and 
the golf  programs,” Normann says, 
“and I really enjoy supporting them 
and their golf  teams.”

But he is not content just to sit back 
and watch sports.

“He is a strong advocate for ECU,” 
says Bill Clark, president and CEO 
of  the East Carolina University 
Foundation, “often convincing other 
alumni to get involved or make 
significant gifts to the university. Kel 
has learned how to convert his passion 
for ECU into action for ECU.”

Other alumni—particularly Sam 
Wornom ’65, who encouraged him to 
once again become involved at ECU— 
took him under their wings when he 
was a young professional, introducing 
Normann to ECU from a professional 
standpoint. And he hasn’t looked 
back since. For him, East Carolina is a 
personal and family experience. 

“It’s where I got some of the best 
memories,” Normann said in an article 
in last year’s College of  Business annual 
report. “It taught me how to apply 
myself. It taught me to be me. Everyone 
is different, learns differently, and brings 
something different to the table.”

Those differences that highlight the 
range of  students’ merit and need 
strengthen Normann’s hope for the 
futures of  all ECU students. They are 
his reasons for giving back.

“What makes Kel so successful as an 
alumnus of  ECU and as a businessman 
and as a family man,” says Clark, “is 
his ability to see the big picture and set 
the right priorities. He is the kind of  
person that we all hope we can be.”
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 The Physics        
ofFootball

Academic All-American Matt Milner relies on science
to gain a competitive edge over bigger opponents

The particle 
accelerator lab in 
the Howell Science 
Complex is one of 
Milner’s favorite 
classrooms.



When defensive end Matt Milner 
collides with opposing running backs 
at crucial moments in a football game, 
Newton’s First Law of  Motion says 
the encounter probably won’t end well 
for the body in motion. 

Newton said that bodies in motion—
ball carriers, in this case—will remain 
in motion until acted upon by an 
equal force applied from the opposite 

direction. That equal but opposite 
force is Milner, a senior who is 
being counted on to contribute to  a 
resurgent defense this season.

Milner says when he sees a runner with 
the ball, he instinctively knows the force 
he must deliver to stop the runner’s 
forward motion. He also knows the 
angle at which he must deliver the blow 
to achieve maximum impact.

That’s basic football but it’s also 
simple physics, a matter of  vectors 
and velocities. And Milner is good at 
physics. He graduated in May with 
a 3.99 GPA in physics after piling 
up several conference and national 
academic recognitions.

He’s been selected for the Conference 
USA All-Academic Team, received the 
Commissioner’s Academic Medal three 

b y  S T E V E  T u T T l E
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With a returning quarterback 
who has thrown for 3,000 
yards and a returning run-
ningback who has rushed for 
1,000 yards, the Pirate of-
fense looks ready to win this 
fall. The real question mark 
over ECU’s football schedule 
is whether the defense can 
continue improving by giving 
up fewer points per game.

The defense ranked near the 
bottom in 2011 and improved 
to only so-so last season. 
An overall record of 8-7 last 
year (7-1 in conference play) 
included the season-ending 
65-59 double-overtime loss 
to Marshall, followed by the 
43-34 loss to Louisiana-
Lafayette in the bowl game.

If experience is any guide, 
the defense will arrive at 
respectability this season 
on the strength of seven 

returning veterans. For the 
first year in a long while, 
most of the defensive line, 
linebackers and secondary 
have started at that position 
a year or two or more. 

On offense, nine veterans are 
back, including quarterback 
Shane Carden and running 
back Justin Hardy. The 
Pirates take the field this 
year with 16 returning 
position players out of 22, an 
unusually high number.

Guiding the defense will be 
Rick Smith, who returns as 
defensive coordinator after 
coaching at South Florida 
for three years. When he was 
here under Skip Holtz from 
2005-09, the Pirate defense 
ranked 21st, 25th, fifth and 
16th nationally.

“If a new defensive 
coordinator can do anything 

with a unit that was pretty 
consistently below average 
in 2012, Ruffin McNeill’s 
seasoned Pirates should 
have a major role to play 
in who reaches the C-USA 
championship game,” SB 
Nation, a popular sports 
website, recently observed.

Coach McNeill says he’s 
looking forward to having 
enough experienced 
linemen to last through an 
entire game. “The reason 
I like our front seven is 
because of the depth and 
competition. We know 
we can rest guys and the 
productivity won’t fall off 
up front.”

The Pirates have six home 
games this season. Southern 
Miss comes to town on Oct. 
19 and the marquee matchup 
is the Sept. 14 game with 

virginia Tech. Two other ACC 
teams are on the schedule, 
with away games at UNC 
Chapel Hill on Oct. 28 and at 
N.C. State on Nov. 23.

This is the last year that ECU 
competes in Conference 
USA. Most schools in C-USA 
joined to take over the Big 
East—and its automatic BCS 
bowl qualifier—and renamed 
it the American Athletic 
Conference.

Homecoming is later than 
usual this year, coming 
on Nov. 13 with a game 
against Tulsa. See the four-
page feature that follows 
this story for complete 
information about all 
Homecoming reunions, 
tailgates and other events.

For tickets, go to www.ecu.
edu/athletictickets.

The Pirates’ season may depend on these veteran defensive players. From left are inside linebacker Jeremy grove, defensive back adonis 
armstrong, outside linebacker gabriel Woullard, outside linebacker Derrell Johnson, defensive end Matt Milner, defensive end Lee Pegues, 
nose tackle Terry Williams, defensive back Damon Magazu, and defensive back Chip Thompson (front).
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The season may rest  
on their shoulders

years running and is a four-time ECU 
Chancellor’s List honoree. He became 
the first Capital One Academic All-
America selection in the history of  the 
Pirate football program in 2011 and 
won the award again last year. He also 
was chosen ECU’s Outstanding Male 
Scholar Athlete in all sports.

Milner, from Cary, redshirted his 
freshman year, so this season is his 

final year of  eligibility. He says he’s 
excited about his last year of  college 
sports because, with diploma in 
hand, he can focus almost exclusively 
on football. 

He says a knowledge of  physics makes 
him a better athlete. “You definitely 
apply physics to football in a lot of  
ways, like with force and lever action.”

He used those scientific principles 
to design a strength-training regimen 
that he followed in the off-season. Its 
purpose was to overcome a physical 
disadvantage.

Even though he’s six foot four inches 
tall and weighs around 260, Milner is 
considered a little small for a defensive 
end. So he focused on learning to use 
the levers and fulcrums in his body to 
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improve his ability to gain leverage on 
bigger offensive linemen.

Following that regimen earned Milner 
the team’s top weight training award 
during spring training. He now can 
bench press 410 pounds, up 45 
pounds from before; his back squat 
number rose to 615 pounds, up 80 
pounds. He added three inches to his 
vertical jump, to 33 inches, and was 
clocked at a fleet 4.75 seconds in the 
40-yard dash.

The experience gave him an idea for a 
research paper, which he started work 
on last semester. 

“Me and one of  my professors are 
in the process of  publishing a paper 
in (a scientific journal). It goes into 
applying physics into all the lifts, 
squats, power clean (training exercises) 
and running, and how they correlate to 
each other. So I’m looking forward to 
seeing that published.”

The beauty of math

Talking with Milner can be a bit 
jarring because he moves so easily 
between the intricacies of  the 3-4 
defense to his appreciation of  “the 
beauty behind mathematics.”

He says he’s been interested in just 
two things—sports and science—
since growing up in Cary and 
becoming a star athlete at Cardinal 
Gibbons High School.

“All through high school I enjoyed 
reading English literature but I was 
always drawn towards math and 
sciences because I saw the challenge in 
them,” he says. 

“Everybody who sees a math problem 
diagrammed on the blackboard, they say, 
this is hard, and so do I, but I enjoy the 
challenge of  understanding how things 
work and seeing the beauty behind 
mathematics. How it all ties together.

“I’m most interested in the actual 
physical things you can see. Like, 
throwing the football and knowing 
the trajectory it will follow. That’s the 
essence of  what physics is.”

Flying an airplane also is simple 
physics involving lift from the wings, 
drag from friction and thrust from the 
engine. Because he already knew the 
physics of  flight, Milner says it was 
relatively easy to train for his pilot’s 
license, which he expected to complete 
this summer.

His interest in physics started with 
target practice. “I enjoy shooting and 
with long distance (target) shooting 
you have to take into account the curve 
the bullet will follow as caused by 
the wind, gravity and all the different 
velocity factors. Given those things, 
where should you aim to hit the target? 
I read a lot about that in high school 
and I thought I would enjoy doing 
something in college like that.”

Living with diabetes

Milner says he was hoping to graduate 
with a perfect 4.0 GPA but he got an 
A-minus in a graduate-level course 
spring semester. It was the lowest grade 
he had received in college but Milner 
says he shrugged it off because he had 
other things to worry about.

Like managing his diabetes.

Milner was diagnosed with diabetes 
when he was 11, and it has been a 
constant presence in his life since then.

“It’s something that’s always there 
that you have to pay attention to and 
if  you don’t, you will really feel the 
repercussions from it.”

Milner says that rather than an 
impediment to managing his disease, 
playing football actually makes it easier 
to live with diabetes. 

“What’s really good about eating with 

the team here and on the road is I 
know exactly what we’re going to eat. 
So I have it fine-tuned to (the point 
that) I know how much insulin to 
use knowing this is what we’re eating 
today, and I know exactly how many 
carbs are in what I will eat. Having 
that consistency really helps.”

Milner says the secret to his academic 
success is careful planning and never 
wasting time. “Like, I use the time 
we spend going to away games. When 
we were traveling out to (play the 
University of  Texas El Paso), that’s a 
long flight so I would get my books 
and sit in the back of  the plane to 
do homework. It’s about dedicating 
yourself  and then finding the time to 
do the work.”

His professors laud his steely-
minded determination. In a letter 
recommending him for an athlete 
of  the month award last year, which 
Milner won, chemistry professor Keith 
Holmes said Milner “is one of  the 
university’s ‘best and brightest’ students 
it has ever been my pleasure to teach.”

Holmes noted that when Milner sat 
for the American Chemical Society’s 
national exam, he answered 69 of  the 
70 questions correctly, a score “that 
puts him in the top 0.1 percent in 
student performance, including the Ivy 
League and West Coast schools.” 

“I believe Matt can do anything in life 
that he decides to do,” Holmes said 
flatly. “He is that intelligent.”

Relishing his final season

Milner’s next big decision is deciding 
where to go for graduate school. 

“I’ve been thinking of  doing engineering 
graduate school. I will take some courses 
here through December and after that, 
you know, I’m trying to figure out a way 
to pay for graduate school.

“So I’ve been looking hard at 
mechanical engineering, aerospace, 
those fields. I think transitioning from 
physics into engineering is the route 
I’m most likely to take.”

He dismisses the idea of  going back 
home and enrolling at N.C. State 
University, which has several excellent 
engineering programs. 

“I bleed purple now. I don’t know if  I 
could ever see myself  going to State, 
so I may have to go out of  state for 
graduate school.”

But that decision is a few months off. 
For now Milner is focused on the 
season ahead, hoping this year will be 
the one when the defense wins games 
instead of  losing them.

“I feel this group is tight, we play 
well together, we have speed, we have 
a good system and we’ve all bought 
into it,” Milner says about the Pirate 
defensive squad. 

He says he may even allow himself  
a moment to glance up at the stands 
to where he knows his parents and a 
large circle of  friends will be watching. 
“They never miss a game,” he says.

This is the third year the Pirates have 
played a 3-4 defense, and Milner says 
the players now are comfortable with 
that approach.

“I think we should be good at it. We 
know what we have to do. The coaches 
have recruited players to fit the positions. 
The scheme fits who we are as a team.”

It also fits who Milner is as a true 
student athlete. “Playing the 3-4, I will 
come into contact with a lot of  guards 
and tackles and fullbacks who all are 
usually bigger than me.” 

But he says that’s not a real concern. 
“Knowing the science behind how to 
defeat an opponent definitely comes in 
handy,” he smiles.

Date	 Opponent		 Location	 Kick-off	 TV	coverage

Aug. 31 Old Dominion  Home 7 p.m. Fox College Sports

Sept. 5 Florida Atlantic  Home 7 p.m. Fox

Sept. 14 virginia Tech  Home Noon Fox

Sept. 28 North Carolina Chapel Hill TBA 

Oct. 5 Middle Tennessee State  Murfreesboro, Tenn. TBA Fox

Oct. 12 Tulane New Orleans 3:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 Southern Miss Home TBA Fox

Nov. 2 Florida International Miami TBA 

Nov. 9 Tulsa Home TBA Fox

Nov. 16 Alabama Birmingham Home TBA 

Nov. 23 North Carolina State Raleigh TBA 

Nov. 29 Marshall  Huntington, W.va. Noon CBSSN

Dec. 7 C-USA Championship  TBD TBA ESPN

for succeeding in college

College is much easier, Milner says, if you plan 

ahead and stay out of trouble. “it’s really knowing 

when things are due—all the different obligations 

you have through school and football. it’s really 

about time management,” he explains.

Here are his two tips for how to succeed in college:

“Get with the right crowd. Coach ruff always 

tells us abC—avoid bad company. Know who 

your friends are and surround yourself with 

good people. 

“Go to class. i know a lot of people say, ‘it’s 

college and nobody’s taking attendance, so 

i don’t have to go to class’—but go to class 

because if your teacher sees you there every day, 

sees that you have that thirst to learn, they’re 

going to work with you. and sit on the front row. 

i’ve always sat on the front row.”

2013 Football Schedule
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Freeboot Friday
5-8 p.m., Uptown Greenville

Come by the Alumni Association’s table to mingle 
with your fellow Pirates and grab a few spirit 
souvenirs!

S aT U R Day,  N o v E M B E R  9

Homecoming Breakfast
9 a.m., Taylor-Slaughter Alumni Center Lawn
(on the corner of Fifth and Biltmore Streets)

Come out for a complimentary breakfast 
sponsored by ARAMARK and a chance to visit 
with fellow alumni. Stay for a front-row seat to 
watch the parade.

Homecoming Parade
10 a.m., Fifth Street

Join us at the Taylor-Slaughter Alumni Center to 
watch the Homecoming Parade sail by with the 
theme “Shipwrecked in Pirate Nation.” Watch the 
ECU Marching Pirates and local high school bands 
along with student organization floats, the ECU 
cheerleaders and PeeDee the Pirate. Members of the 
Homecoming court and the Alumni Award recipients 
will wave to the crowd as they navigate down Fifth 
Street right in front of the Alumni Center.

alumni Tailgate
Time TBA, ECU Soccer Stadium (behind Clark 
LeClair Stadium and next to the Olympic Sports 
Complex off Charles Blvd.). 

Gather with fellow fans for a buffet meal provided by 
Abram’s Bar-B-Q and ARAMARK, dessert by Chef Kirk, 
sweet tea by Dickey’s Barbecue Pit. Pirate beverages, 
live music, door prizes, and games for children.

$10 for Alumni Association members
$25 for nonmembers
Free for children 12 and under

Information about parking, transportation, 
hotels, and alumni football tickets is available 
at PirateAlumni.com/homecoming or by calling 
800-ECU-GRAD.

o T H E R  a C T I v I T I E S

Dowdy Student Stores
Open	house	and	sale
Nov. 7-9

Dowdy welcomes alumni back to campus. Shop 
for Pirate clothing and gifts at sale prices. Show 
us your class ring for a discount of one percent for 
every year you’ve been away, up to 30 percent for 
those celebrating a 30th reunion or later. (Discounts 
taken off regular price apparel and gifts on in-store 
purchases only.) Meet up with friends, and find 
your name on the old autograph banners or the 
yearbooks we’ve pulled from the closet. Or stop  
in after the homecoming parade. Find out more  
at www.studentstores.ecu.edu or on Facebook at  
“ECU Dowdy Student Stores.”

Campus Recreation and Wellness
Rec	Center	invites	alumni	for	a	workout

Get a great workout for free during Homecoming 
weekend. Just say you are an ECU alumnus when 
you stop by the customer service desk and you and 
a guest will be admitted for free. Alumni may bring 
an additional two guests for $5 each. For more 
information contact Dena Olo at olod@ecu.edu or 
252-328-6387.

continued on page 44

HoME gaME TaILgaTES

aug. 31—vs. Old Dominion, time TBA, sponsored 
by Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, ARAMARK and Fleur 
Delicious Cakes

Sept. 5—vs. Florida Atlantic, 5-7 p.m., sponsored by 
Which Wich and ARAMARK

Sept. 14—vs. virginia Tech, 9:30-11:30 a.m., catered 
by ARAMARK and Heavenly Sweet Bakery

oct. 19—vs. Southern Miss, time TBA, catered by 
ARAMARK and The Cake Girlz

Nov. 9—vs. Tulsa (Homecoming), time TBA, catered 
by Abram’s, ARAMARK, and Chef Kirk

Nov. 16—vs. UAB, time TBA, catered by Tripp’s and 
ARAMARK

All games will have sweet tea provided by Dickey’s 
Barbecue Pit.

aWay gaME TaILgaTES

This year the Alumni Association along with the 
Pirate Club will host tailgates at three away games. 
Tickets are $25 per person. Children 12 and under 
are free. 

oct. 5—at Middle Tennessee

Nov. 2—at Florida International

Nov. 23—at N.C. State

Thank you to this year’s Alumni Tailgate sponsors: 
ARAMARK, Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated, 
ECU Dowdy Student Stores (title sponsor), Liberty 
Mutual, Occasions Party and Tent Rental, RA Jeffreys 
Distributing, WITN.
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The East Carolina Alumni Association is proud to offer the following 
opportunities for alumni, friends and community members to reconnect with 
East Carolina when returning to campus this fall for Homecoming 2013. 
Reservations for all activities can be made by calling 800-ECU-GRAD 
or by visiting PirateAlumni.com. Welcome home!

A tradition among Pirate golfers, the 
2013 ECU Alumni Scholarship Classic 
golf tournament will be held Friday, 
Sept. 13 at Ironwood Golf and Country 
Club. This four-person super-ball 
tournament offers two tee times at 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m., breakfast, lunch and 
the 19th Hole reception that evening 
with raffle prizes and trophies. Players 
receive a complimentary ticket to the 
Pirate’s Bounty Scholarship Auction. 

Player packages and sponsorship 
opportunities are available. Please call 
the Alumni Center at 800-ECU-GRAD 
or 252-328-4723 for details. Thank 
you to our generous sponsors: The 5th 
Street Inn, ARAMARK, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Carolina, Coca-Cola, 
ECU Dowdy Student Stores, Ironwood 
Golf & Country Club, Occasions Party 
and Tent Rentals, Pirate Radio 1250 
& 930 AM, RA Jeffreys Distributing 
Company, WITN. 

For more information, contact 
Director of Alumni Programs Shawn 
Moore ’91, ’98 at 252-328-5775 or 
Shawn.Moore@PirateAlumni.com or 
visit PirateAlumni.com/golf. 

Sixth annual Pirate’s Bounty 
Scholarship auction

Your bids could win you a bounty 
of treasure at the sixth annual 2013 
Pirate’s Bounty Scholarship Auction 
on Thursday, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. 
Presented by Duplin Winery, the 
auction will be held at the Hilton 
Greenville where guests will enjoy live 
music, hors d’oevres, Pirate beverages 
and both live and silent auction items. 
Tickets are $20. All proceeds benefit 
the Alumni Association scholarship 
program. 

For more information, contact 
Director of Alumni Programs Shawn 
Moore ’91, ’98 at 252-328-5775 or 
Shawn.Moore@PirateAlumni.com or 
visit PirateAlumni.com/piratesbounty.

a L U M N I  Ta I L g aT E  2 0 1 3

Make our alumni Tailgates part of your game-day tradition! 
leave the grill at home and join fellow Pirate fans at the 

East Carolina alumni association’s alumni Tailgates, presented 
by ECu Dowdy Student Stores. Come to our location at the 
ECu Soccer Stadium and enjoy great food catered by local 
restaurants, Pirate beverages, live music, kids’ activities and 
door prizes. Tickets are $10 per person for alumni association 
members and $25 per person for non-members. Children 12 and 

under are free. For more information, contact Director of alumni 
Programs Shawn Moore ’91, ’98 at 252-328-5775 or Shawn.Moore@
Piratealumni.com or visit Piratealumni.com/tailgate.
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H O M E C O M I N G   2 0 1 3

Brody School of Medicine

Lunch forum with the dean
Nov. 8, noon, price and location TBD
Contact Karen Cobb at 252-744-3231

Alumni Reunion Celebration
Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m. at Brody Commons
Graduates of classes ending in 
“8” or “3” are invited to a dean’s 
cocktail hour at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by BSOM Alumni Awards at 7 p.m. 
and dinner at 7:30
$30 per person

Alumni Society Breakfast Meeting
Nov. 9, time and location TBD 
Contact Karen Cobb at 252-744-3231

Homecoming Tailgate
Nov. 9, three hours before kick-off,  
between softball and track fields
Catered by On The Square
More information on mailed invitation

College of Business

Homecoming Social
Nov. 9, 9:30-11:30 a.m. on the lawn 
between Chancellor’s Way and Fifth St.
Free, no RSvP required
Contact Anne Fisher at 252-328-4396 
or fishera@ecu.edu

College of Education

Breakfast on the Porch
Nov. 9, 9 a.m. at the Speight Building
Free coffee and donuts for alumni, 
faculty, staff, friends and family
RSvP by Nov. 1 to Stephanie Bunn at 
252-737-4799 or bunns@ecu.edu

College of Fine arts and 
Communication

School of Music  
Homecoming Reception
Nov. 8, 5 p.m. at Fletcher Music Center
Free to visit with faculty and alumni
RSvP to Mary Jane Gaddis at 252-328-
1268 or gaddism@ecu.edu

School of Music  
Alumni Reunion Recital
Nov. 8, 7 p.m. at Fletcher Recital Hall
Free, RSvP with Mary Jane Gaddis at 
252-328-1268 or gaddism@ecu.edu

Breakfast on the Terrace
Nov. 9, 9-10:30 a.m.  
at Jenkins Fine Arts Center Terrace
Free for alumni of the College of Fine 
Art and Communication
RSvP to Mary Jane Gaddis at 252-328-
1268 or gaddism@ecu.edu

College of Human Ecology

Continental Breakfast
Nov. 9, 9 a.m. at the Rivers Building
Free for alumni and families
Contact Cherie Reich at 252-328-6903 
or reichc@ecu.edu

College of Technology and  
Computer Science

Alumni Breakfast
Nov. 9, 8:30-10 a.m. at College of 
Technology and Computer Science 
Atrium, first floor
Free, no RSvP required
Contact Bonnie Eshelman at  
252-328-9600 or eshelmanb@ecu.edu

Department of Chemistry

Homecoming Festivities
Nov. 8, 5-8:30 p.m. at the Science and 
Technology Building, third floor
Cost TBD
RSvP by Oct. 28 to Jenny Burnham at  
burnhamj@ecu.edu

Department of Psychology

Pre-Parade Breakfast
Nov. 9, 8:30-10 a.m.  
at the Rawl Building
Free
RSvP by Oct. 29 to Kathy Pruitt at 
252-328-6492 or pruittk@ecu.edu

Honors College

Open House
Nov. 9, 9-10 a.m.  
at the Mamie Jenkins Building
Free, no RSvP required
Contact Kevin Baxter, 252-328-6373 or  
baxterk@ecu.edu

2013 aLUMNI  aWaRD RECIPIENTS

These individuals will be recognized at the Alumni 
Awards Ceremony and Dinner on Oct. 18 and during 
halftime of the Oct. 19 game.

Distinguished Service award

Bill Furr ’65 is the co-founder of Cumulus Fibres Inc. 
He helped fund the construction of the Cupola and the 
Murphy Center, where the lobby bears his and his wife’s 
names. He has served on the ECU Board of Trustees, 
the ECU Foundation Board, and the Business Advisory 
Council of the College of Business. He is a member of 
the Order of the Cupola and a founding member of the 
Chancellor’s Society. 

Mary Plybon ’71 is a charter member and past chair of 
the Women’s Roundtable at ECU. She has endowed 
an Access Scholarship and annually funds a College of 
Nursing scholarship. She hosts a number of fundraising 
events for the Honors College and the Brody School of 
Medicine. She has served on the ECU Board of visitors 
and the ECU Foundation Board of Directors. In addition, 
she and her husband are founding board members of 
Triad Golfers Against Cancer.

Honorary alumni award

Harvey R. Lewis is the owner of E. R. Lewis Construction 
Co. and the namesake of Lewis Field in Clark-LeClair 
Stadium. He was instrumental in the construction of 
the ECU School of Dental Medicine, the Heart Institute, 
Clark-LeClair Stadium, the Olympic Complex, and 
Bernstein Center through donations, in-kind gifts, and 
other financial support. He is a member of the Order of 
the Cupola and served two terms on the Educational 
Foundation Board. 

outstanding alumni award

Phil Houston ’77 served the Central Intelligence Agency 
for 25 years, becoming a senior member of the Office 
of Security before retiring and becoming the founder 
and CEO of Qverity Inc., a behavioral analysis and 
screening company in Greenville. He was awarded 
a Career Intelligence Medal from the CIA and is a 
nationally recognized authority on deception detection 
and counter-intelligence. He co-authored The New York 
Times bestseller Spy the Lie. 

J. Fielding Miller ’84 is the co-founder and CEO of 
CAPRUST Financial Advisors, one of the nation’s 
largest independent financial advisory firms. He has 
been named one of the top ten most influential people 
in the retirement industry, and has received lifetime 
achievement awards from two financial planning 
publications. In addition, he created CAPCommunity 
to enrich the lives of children in the community. He 
has served on the ECU Board of Trustees and the ECU 
Foundation. 

Jerry Tolley ’65 ’66 is currently the mayor of Elon after 
his award-winning career as head football coach for 
Elon University. He has been inducted into multiple 
regional and national halls of fame and authored several 
books on football. He has also served Elon University as 
a professor, administrator, and various positions in the 
university advancement program. In 1997, he received 
the Order of the Long Leaf Pine, the state’s highest 
civilian award. 

george Whitfield ’59 is an award-winning baseball 
coach with 47 years at numerous high school and legion 
teams. He has conducted the George Whitfield Baseball 
Clinic for 40 years. He won eight state titles and was 
inducted into the North Carolina High School Athletic 
Association Directors Hall of Fame. He was the National 
High School Baseball Coach of the Year for five years 
1969-1974.
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Collegians Reunion

“The Best Band in Tarheel Land” 
will come together for their annual 
Homecoming reunion. Band members 
and their guests will participate 
in a weekend full of fun activities, 
including golf, fellowship, jam sessions 
and playing for fellow alumni at the 
Homecoming Celebration Dinner and 
Dance on Saturday night at Cypress 
Glen Retirement Community.

ECTC Reunion

Reconnect with former classmates 
and your alma mater for a very 
special weekend. Enjoy all of the 
Homecoming events available with 
a highlight of the Homecoming 
Celebration Dinner and Dance 
featuring The Collegians at Cypress 
Glen Retirement Community on 
Saturday evening.

For more information on the 
Collegians and ECTC Reunions, 
contact Assistant Director for 
Alumni Programs Christy Angle ’95 
at 252-328-1958 or Christy.Angle@
PirateAlumni.com.

Black alumni Reunion
The East Carolina Alumni Association 
is pleased to announce the 
reactivation of the Black Alumni 
Chapter. The Black Alumni Chapter 
welcomes all black alumni to 
reconnect with fellow classmates 
at this very special Black Alumni 
Reunion.  

The official hotel of the Black Alumni 
Reunion is the Courtyard Marriott at 
2225 Stantonsburg Rd. in Greenville.  

A block of rooms has been reserved at 
a reduced rate of $129 per night.
Ticket price of $50 includes:

Jazz Mix and mingle
Nov. 8, 6-8 p.m.
Courtyard Marriott Hospitality Suite

Special entertainment by ECU Jazz 
Ensemble director and associate 
professor Carroll v. Dashiell, Jr., whose 
past performances include concerts 
with the Boston Pops, the National 
Symphony, and the Washington 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Black Alumni Reunion Party
With a special invitation to  
Coach Ruffin McNeill
Nov. 9, 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
The Martinsborough, on the third 
floor of the Jefferson Blount-Harvey 
Building in historic Uptown Greenville

Dancing with music provided by  
B. Paiz, owner of Kack Concepts and 
host at Pirate Radio 1250 & 930

Heavy hors d’oeuvres buffet provided 
by Scarborough Fare Catering

Additional weekend activities 
include a scholarship presentation 
at the Student Greek Step Show, 
Homecoming Parade, and the official 
Alumni Tailgate. 

For more information on the Black 
Alumni Reunion, contact Assistant 
Director for Alumni Programs Christy 
Angle ’95 at 252-328-1958 or Christy.
Angle@PirateAlumni.com. 

For more details or to register for 
reunions, visit Piratealumni.com or 
call 800-ECU-gRaD. 
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Dr. Ashley White ’86 has traveled 
the globe to investigate some 
of the world’s most sensitive 
archaeological sites, but for the 
second time in his life he found 
a priceless treasure in his own 
backyard.

He was inspecting erosion 
around his family’s 700-acre farm 
near Ocala, Fla., after a series of 

storms in 2005 when he 
discovered a trove of 
coins, tools, military 
implements and 
shards of beautiful 
glass pottery. 
He determined 
the site was an 
encampment of 
the conquistador 
Hernando de Soto 
as he advanced 
through the 
interior of 
Florida in 1539 
in search of 
treasure for the 
Spanish crown. 

White’s 
farm yielded 

more than 100 
Spanish coins, including rare 
King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella related coins, as well as 
intricately decorated glass beads, 
musket balls and bits of chain 
mail armor. One coin (right) was 
minted between 1471 and 1474. 

Digging deeper, White, whose 
expertise is the impact of Old 
World diseases on New World 
populations, learned the land had 
been occupied by the Timucua 
people for a thousand years 
before de Soto arrived.

After other experts authenticated 
the artifacts, they were curated 
and placed on display at the 
Appleton Museum of Art in Ocala. 
The exhibit, “New World Treasures: 
Artifacts from Hernando de Soto’s 
Florida Exhibition,” opened in 
February and will run through 
the end of the year. 

If White gets his wish, the 
exhibit will come to North 
Carolina next year for a joint 
display with items from the 
Sir Walter Raleigh expeditions. 
“Wouldn’t that be cool to  
have the two oldest known  
New World settlements in one 
room?” he asks.

The first time White found a 
treasure in his own backyard was 
in 1982 in the ocean a few miles 
off the Outer Banks. 

He grew up on the water in 
Washington, N.C. The summer 
before college, some people 
from ECU came to town asking 
about old shipwrecks in the 
Pamlico Sound and around Pine 
Knoll Shores.

“We met some of the graduate 
students and took them out 
to some debris piles that had 
at least 15 cannons, a couple 
of large anchors and 
hundreds of 
ballast stones 
near Bogue 
Banks.  

We had been out to that wreck 
dozens of times. It had been 
found by some locals back in 
1939 when a hurricane pushed 
out the tide, but it had never 
been officially recorded.”  

The shipwreck later was 
identified as the Queen Anne’s 
Revenge, Blackbeard’s ship that 
sank in 1718. 

White majored in biochemistry 
and continued exploring 
shipwrecks with a group called 
the ECU Dive and Historical 
Survey Team. Over four years 

the team explored 20 
other wrecks and 

several German 
U-Boats, 

White 
said.

From ECU, White went to dental 
school at UNC Chapel Hill and 
then for post-graduate research 
in archaeology at Duke. His 
medical specialty is maxillofacial 
surgery and surgical pathology.

His research focuse is on 
ancient diseases and how early 
civilizations were impacted 
by repeated plagues. He’s 
examined skeletons in catacombs 
throughout Europe and 
South America and has been 
researching ones from Rome 
circa 177 AD when the capital of 
the empire was hit by a wave of 
epidemics. “Five thousand people 
a day died in Rome then,” he said. 

As an expert in the emerging 
fields of bioarchaeology and 
paleopathology, White became 
a trustee of the Archeological 
Institute of America.

In 2009 he authored Physical 
Signs in Medicine and Surgery: 
An Atlas of Rare, Lost and 
Forgotten Physical Signs. The 
book has become an unintended 
guide for doctors confronting 
ancient maladies in places like 
Afghanistan suffering from war 
and natural catastrophes. 

White also works with the 
Brussels-based International 
Committee of the Blue Shield, an 
association of museums around 
the world founded in 1996 to 
protect cultural heritage sites 
threatened by wars and natural 
disasters.

He met his wife, Dr. Michelle 
White, while the two were in 
school in Chapel Hill. She has 
worked with international aid 
groups and is the author of five 
medical mystery novels. They live 
with their son on their Florida 
ranch.

White said he relishes his college 
years and “remembering things 
like living up on College Hill in 
those old brick dorms and doing 
crazy things like jumping off the 
top of the Grimesland Bridge.”

He returns to the area regularly 
to visit his parents, who still live 
in Washington.

For more information about the 
de Soto exhibit, call the Appleton 
Museum of Art at 352-291-4455 or 
visit www.AppletonMuseum.org.

—Steve Tuttle

globe-trotting archaeologist finds treasure right under his feet

ashley White

Pirate Nation
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2012

kristie Du Sablon is a physician’s 
assistant at East Carolina 
Neurology, Greenville. kyle a. 
gragnani works in the Innsbrook 
office of Long & Foster, a real 

estate company, in Glen Allen, 
va. kori Elizabeth Reece is an 
accounting manager at WIMCO 
Corp., Washington. Ryan Willhite 
is chief of police for Winterville 
and the basic law enforcement 

training coordinator at Pitt 
Community College, Greenville.

2011

andrew Langlois wed Ashley 
Fowler on April 14 in a civil 
ceremony in San Diego, Calif. 
He is in the U.S. Navy. anita 
Little is the emergency shelter 
case manager at the Greenville 
Community Shelters. She had 
worked in adult services in 
Wayne County DSS. Jessica 
Radford successfully completed 
the CPA examination.

2010

Taylor Bell wed Robert Duck II 
’05 on April 15 in Raleigh. She 
is director of development and 
engagement at ECU’s College 
of Business, and he is the health 
and physical education teacher, 
assistant football coach and girls 
basketball head coach at South 
Central High School, Winterville. 
Her parents, Nancy Clark bell 
’83 and Doug bell ’87, and aunt, 
Denise briggs ’84, celebrated the 
wedding. kristina Marie Hackney 
wed Michael Edward Robertson 
’05 on March 23 at an outdoor 
ceremony at Magnolia Manor, 
Colfax. The wedding party 
included Farrah Mitchum ’99, 
Mandy Wade ’08 and brittany 
Gentry ’05. She teaches second 
grade at Shadybrook Elementary 
School, High Point, and he is 
operations supervisor at DHL 
Express, Greensboro. 

vonta Leach received the 
Inspiration Award from Great 
Friend to Kids sponsored by the 
Wilmington Children’s Museum. 
Mary Page Peck wed Brian Robert 
Decker on April 27 at First United 
Methodist Church, Washington. 
She is office manager for Stansell 
Dentistry, Raleigh.

2009

kristopher James arnold, a 
teacher at Stokes School, Pitt 

kimmy Cummings ’12 signed with the Fredericksburg (Va.) impact for the 2013 
W-league season. This is her second season with the soccer team, on which both 
professional and amateur athletes compete. Cummings closed out her four-year 
ECu career leading the team in goals (9) and points (22) on her way to First-
Team all-Conference uSa honors in 2011.

Scott Honecker ’10 was named head coach of the Williams 
College wrestling program. He had served as an assistant 
wrestling coach at the Massachusetts college since 2011. 
Previously, he was an assistant coach at J. H. rose High School 
in Greenville and the founder of the Greenville Wrestling Club, 
which won the North Carolina state wrestling championship 
for five straight years. During that time he was selected as a 
head coach for the North Carolina uSa Wrestling Team.

Former SGa president 
Tremayne Smith ’11, the 
director of bands at rocky 
Mount High School, was 
named the school’s Teacher 
of the year. He also was 
singled out as among the 
best young bandmasters 
in the state. The North 
Carolina chapter of the 
american School band 
Director’s association 
selected Smith for its 
Encore award. The award 
recognizes young public 
school bandmasters “who 
have demonstrated great 
future potential as music 
educators and a desire 
to serve their district and 
state organizations.” He 
will receive the award at 
the state chapter’s annual 
meeting in November. 
Smith directs three bands 
at rocky Mount High—
the marching band, the 
symphonic band and the 
jazz band. He formerly was 
a staff assistant in u.S. Sen. 
Kay Hagan’s Washington, 
D.C., office.

Jeff Fisher ’12, overcame 
long odds to graduate last 
December. “almost three 
years ago, i was told i would 
die within months of my 
diagnosis,” he wrote on his 
Facebook page.  “i have 
proved those statistics wrong 
and have since graduated 
college and am now doing 
work for onslow County 
Health Department. i am 
still battling cancer, but 
refuse to remain idle until 
my likely death. instead, i 
will try to help others for as 
long as i can. as Jim Valvano 
understood, “Cancer can 
take away all my physical 
abilities. it cannot touch my 
mind, it cannot touch my 
heart, and it cannot touch 
my soul. and those three 
things are going to carry on 
forever.”
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County, was selected for the 
2013 LearnZillion Dream Team 
to help develop the best ways to 
teach the Common Core State 
Standards. Only 200 participants 
were selected from more than 
3,000 applicants nationwide. 
kathleen Brianne kennally ’09 ’11 

wed Thomas Clifton Cobb ’09 ’11 
on June 30, 2012, at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church, Charlotte. The 
wedding party included rebecca 
Caudle ’08, lauren Everett ’09 
’11, angela Giannetto ’11, Erica 
leggett ’08 ’10 and robert brady 
’10 ’12. She is a speech-language 
pathologist with Pitt County 
Schools, and he is an assistant 
retail buyer for Overton’s 
in Greenville. Christopher 
M. Schreiner is a project 
estimator with Bennett Hofford 
Construction Co., Charleston, 
S.C. alexis Terrell was elected 
Woman of the Year of the Pirate 
Charter Chapter of the American 
Business Women’s Association.

2008

Matt Holliday is a land specialist 
with Mossy Oak Properties/
NC Land and Farm Inc. ashley 
Danielle Moyer ’08 ’09 wed 
Chris Taylor Marrow ’07 on May 
11 at All Saints Chapel, Raleigh. 
The wedding party included 
Zachary Samuel Baker ’07, Kacy 
Lynn Friend ’09, William Scott 
Marrow ’99 (brother of the 
groom), Lance Matthew Neisz 
’07, Jacquelyn A. Saxton ’10, 

Elizabeth Lauten ’07 is 
press secretary to u.S. 
rep. Stephen Fincher of 
Tennessee. She formerly 
worked in the D.C. office 
of u.S. rep. Joe Walsh 
and for a company that 
builds aircraft carriers for 
the Navy.

Make a Note OF YOUR NEWS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

NAME     First Middle Last Maiden

CLASS YEAR E-MAIL DAY PHONE EvENING PHONE

ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP

YOUR NEWS

Complete this form (please print or type) 
and mail to: Class Notes Editor, Howard 
House, Mail Stop 107, East Carolina 
university, Greenville, NC 27858-4353. 
Please use additional paper as necessary 
when sending your news. You also can e-mail 

your news to ecuclassnotes@ecu.edu. While 
East happily prints wedding announcements, 
it is our policy not to print  engagement 
announcements. Also, when listing fellow 
alumni in your news, please include their 
class year.

Please send address changes or corrections 
to: Kay Murphy, office of university 
Development, Greenville Center,  
Mail Stop 301, East Carolina university, 
Greenville, NC 27858-4353, fax: 252-328-
4904, or e-mail: murphyk@ecu.edu.

i n g r e d i e n t s

• 1 1/2 cups butter, 
softened at room 
temperature

• 1 (8-ounce) package 
cream cheese, softened 
at room temperature

• 3 cups sugar
• 6 large eggs
• 3 cups all-purpose flour
• 1/8 teaspoon salt
• 1 tablespoon vanilla 

extract
• Two cups of sliced 

peaches, fresh or frozen

w h a t  t o  d o

• Beat butter and cream 
cheese at medium 
speed with an electric 
mixer until creamy. 
Gradually add sugar, 
beating well.

• Add eggs, 1 at a time, 
beating until combined. 
Crack eggs into a bowl 
first before adding to 
the mixture to make 
sure you avoid shells in 
the cake mix.

• Sift 3 cups of flour. 
Combine flour and salt; 
gradually add to butter 
mixture, beating at low 
speed just until blended 

after each addition. Stir 
in vanilla.

• Fold in peaches using a 
spatula.

• Pour batter into a 
greased and floured  
10-inch Bundt pan.

• Smooth the top of the 
cake with a spatula to 
even it out.

• Bake at 300 degrees for 
1 hour and 40 minutes 
or until a wooden pick 
inserted in center 
comes out clean. Cool 
in pan on a wire rack 10 
to 15 minutes; remove 
from pan, and let cool 
completely on wire rack.

Sarah Campbell ’08 is lifestyle 
editor for the Salisbury Post 
where she maintains a blog about 
cooking. In one of her recent 
columns, she writes about her best 
friend from college, Tracey Herrin 
’08, and shares her friend’s recipe 
for peach cream cheese pound 
cake. It sounded delicious, so  
we thought we would share  
the recipe:
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We believe.
and so do our members.

We believe our impact on the 
student experience is integral 
to the concept of  building 
lifelong relationships.

We believe the Alumni Association 
enhances the reputation of  our University 
by promoting the accomplishments of  
alumni throughout the Pirate Nation.

We believe in the power of  
the Pirate alumni network 
and advance the concept of  
Pirates supporting Pirates.

Join our more than 7,500 members who believe that the East 
Carolina alumni association is a Pirate’s lifelong connection to 
ECu. Show you believe in ECu by becoming a member today at 
Piratealumni.com/JoinToday.

Kelly Susanne Szymanski ’07 and 
Grayson David Taylor ’07. She is a 
licensed clinical social worker at 
Central Regional Hospital, Butner, 
and he recently coached football 
at the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Hattiesburg. ashton 
Caroline Wheeless wed Justin 
Craft Aycock on Nov. 10 at 
Red Oak Baptist, Red Oak. The 
wedding party included Ashley 
Weaver Bass ’10, Haley Phelps 
’09, Rebecca Coleman Stokes 
and Candace Wheeless ’12.  
She teaches in Nash-Rocky 
Mount schools.

2007

Molly Stephenson Boone wed 
Myers Weston Chandler ’03 
on May 4 at the Elizabethan 
Gardens, Manteo. The wedding 
party included the groom’s 
father, John Carlton Chandler 
Jr. ’71, and Kathryn Felts ’05 
’08. She teaches in Pitt County 
Schools, and he is in commercial 
loans and vice president at First 
Citizens Bank, Greenville. andrew 
Carrouth is football coach for 
Southern Alamance High School, 
where he was an offensive 
lineman. He will also teach 
advanced placement psychology. 
Dana Reed Siano and Joseph 
Siano ’06 had their second son 
in 2012. She is a project manager 
for Community Housing Partners 
Corp., and he is lead estimator 
for Landsaver Environmental.

2006

Robin Calcutt, New Century 

Middle School (Cameron, N.C.) 
principal, is the 2013-2014 
Principal of the Year in Moore 
County. For 29 years, she has 
been a teacher and administrator 
in Moore County Schools. Tonya 
Faison is principal at Hawthorne 
High School, Charlotte. She was 
principal at Goldsboro High 
School in Wayne County. Catina 
Moore Mckesson is principal 
of Bethel School, Pitt County. 
She was an assistant principal 
at Ayden-Grifton High School, 
Pitt County. kelly Wheeler is 
teaching visual arts and English 
to K-12 graders at the Shenyang 
International School, Shenyang, 
China, for two years.

2005

Laura Deardorff Hall, exceptional 
children’s teacher at West Bladen 
High School, Bladenboro, is the 
school’s Teacher of the Year. 
Lionel kato is principal at North 
Pitt High School, Greenville. Jody 
Nelson McClenny, who teaches 
first grade at Newport Elementary 
School, Newport, is Teacher of the 
Year in Carteret County.

2004

William M. autry is vice president 
and commercial banking officer 
at First South Bank, Greenville.

2003

Catherine Coulter Lloyd 
exhibited her ceramic works 
in “vivify…to revive” at the 
Edgecombe Arts, Tarboro, in 
spring 2013. She is visual arts 

specialist at Maria v. Howard Arts 
Center, Rocky Mount. gregory 
Mason is an account executive at 
Sage Island, Wilmington.

2002

Colleen Burt ’02 ’06 ’09 is 
principal at Elmhurst Elementary 
School, Greenville. She was 
assistant principal at Eastern 
Elementary School, Greenville. 
Cathy Laney is accountant for 
ECU’s Business Services. She was 
accountant for institutional trust 
funds in ECU’s Financial Services. 
Joe Poletti ’02 ’06, principal of 
Croatan High School, Newport, is 
the 2013-14 Wells Fargo Principal 
of the Year in Carteret County. 
Lashonda young had triplets, 
two girls and a boy, in 2011.

2001

David garrard, former ECU 
quarterback, retired from the 
New York Jets because of 
knee problems. Samein Jones, 
coach of the D.H. Conley girls’ 
basketball team, is The Daily 
Reflector Girls’ Coach of the 
Year. Dr. Sean Richard Lucas 
wed Kelsey Lynn Roth on April 
13 at the village Chapel, Bald 
Head Island. He is a partner of 
the Allergy Partners of Coastal 
Carolina, Wilmington. 

2000

Jenny Tabuchi Bell ’00 ’09, 
assistant principal at White 
Oak Elementary School, Cape 
Carteret, is Carteret County 
Assistant Principal of the Year. 
Dr. Jennifer Bennett ’00 ’06 is 
a clinical assistant professor in 
the Department of Emergency 
Medicine in ECU’s Brody School 
of Medicine. She previously 
worked in the emergency 
department at Lenoir Memorial 
Hospital, Kinston. Corey Fader is 
branch manager and mortgage 
loan officer for Homeowners 
Mortgage Enterprises, Greenville. 
Chris Sutton ’00 ’10 and his 
wife, owners of CarePartners, 
Greenville, acquired Help at 
Home Senior Care, New Bern. 
Larry Williford, coach of the 
Farmville Central boys’ basketball 
team, is The Daily Reflector Boys’ 
Coach of the Year.

1999

Wendy kelly Jordan ’99 
’12 received a doctorate in 
educational leadership from ECU 
in 2012. She is Richmond County 
Schools Principal of the Year 
2012-13 and Regional Principal 
of the Year for South Central/
Sandhills Region POY. Jarrett 
Wallace and Susan gregg 
Wallace ’99 ’00 had their second 
child, a daughter, in 2012.

1998

Chris Padgett ’98 ’04 was 

named assistant city manager 
of Greenville. He was interim 
assistant city manager and the 
city’s chief planner.

1997

kevin Parrish and april Taylor 
Parrish had their third child, a 
daughter, in 2013. kelvin yarrell 
is parks and recreation director 
in Rocky Mount.

1995

Melissa Bishop received her 
master’s in elementary education 
from Catawba College. She 
teaches seventh-grade language 
arts at Central Davidson Middle 
School, Davidson. Dale Cole ’95 
’07, Chocowinity Middle School 
principal, is the 2013 Wells Fargo 
North Carolina Principal of  
the Year.

1994

Michael Boswell, associate 
professor of music and director 
of choirs at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College, Terre Haute, 

Jennifer Mecca ’96 ’99 exhibited her pottery in “Thrown Together” at the N.C. 
Museum of Natural Sciences’ Nature art Gallery. She is a full-time studio potter in 
Gastonia who also teaches classes.

James “J.R.” gorham ’81 was appointed 
commissioner of the Juvenile Justice 
division of the N.C. Department of 
Public Safety. Gorham is a retired 
brigadier general with the N.C. National 
Guard who also spent 29 years in the 
banking industry, mostly with First 
Citizens bank. His appointment was 
announced by Department of Public 
Safety Secretary kieran Shanahan ’79.
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 Single Life Two Lives

 Age Payout Rate Age Payout Rate

 55 4.0% 55/55 3.5%

 60 4.4% 60/60 3.9%

 65 4.7% 65/65 4.2%

 70 5.1% 70/70 4.6%

 75 5.8% 75/75 5.0%

 80 6.8% 80/80 5.7%

 90+ 9.0% 90/90 8.2%

Charitable gift annuity benefits:
• Substantially guaranteed higher payout rates

• Substantial income-tax deductions

• Partial tax-free income for the remainder  
of up to two lives

• The ability to use the residuum of your gift to 
fund a meaningful project with any of the three 
ECU Foundations (East Carolina University 
Foundation Inc., East Carolina University Medical 
& Health Sciences Foundation Inc., or the East 
Carolina University Educational Foundation Inc. 
[Pirate Club]) 

• Membership in the Leo W. Jenkins Society

alternative Investments:
Compare Charitable gift annuities to Low-yielding CDs (Certificates of Deposit)

if you would like more information regarding 
charitable gift annuities or any other type 
of planned gift (bequest provisions, ira, or 
other qualified retirement plan designations, 
trusts, real estate contributions, or gifts of life 
insurance), please contact Greg abeyounis, 
assistant vice chancellor for development, at 
252-328-9573 or e-mail at abeyounisg@ecu.
edu. For examples and more information on all 
planned giving mechanisms, visit our website 
at www.ecu.edu/plannedgiving.



Ind., joined the singing group 
Conspirare.

1993

John Mangiaracina is western 
regional sales manager for 
Micheal-David Winery, Lodi, Calif. 
He was division manager for 
Southern California and Hawaii 
for The Wine Group. Julie Joyner 
Perry ’93 ’03, media coordinator 
at Croatan High School, Newport, 
is the Certified Employee of the 
Year in Carteret County.

1992

Paul Powers Jr., senior vice 
president and manager of 
the Pitt County commercial 
banking unit for Southern Bank, 
was recognized as the top 
commercial banker in his region 
at Southern Bank’s annual Best 
Bankers event.

1990

Chris Siegel published his first 
book, Daily Dose of Sonshine, a 
daily devotional, in 2012. He is 
the website copy editor at The 
Daily Reflector, Greenville.

1989

Julia Brickhouse, a special 
education teacher at Eastern 
Elementary School, Greenville, 
was named a 2013-14 Kenan 
Fellow. She will help to develop 
training materials and videos to 
assist pre-service and veteran 
educators in developing 
instructional practices to meet 
the needs of all students. 
Willie Mack Carawan is finance 
director for Chowan County. 
He was county administrator 
and finance director for Tyrrell 
County.

1988

Talitha ann Stoner Lowman 
received a master’s in school 
administration from UNC-
Charlotte.

1987

Ron Peoples is retail executive 
of the southeast market for 
vantageSouth Bank in Greenville. 
Sylvia yaw ’87 ’04 is director of 
quality for Tanner Health Systems, 
a three-hospital, 29-physicians 
practice health system located 
outside Atlanta. Previously, she 
worked at Pitt County Memorial 
Hospital (now vidant Medical 
Center) for 14 years.

1984

katie Smith is an assistant vice 
president and mortgage loan 
officer for American National 
Bank and Trust Co., Danville, va.

1983

Cora Maude Jones godwin is 

assistant principal at Clayton 
High School, Clayton, after 
teaching senior English and 
journalism at South Johnston 
High School for 18 years. She 
received her master’s of school 
administration from N.C. State.

1981

Dawn Singleton ’81 ’93 retired as 
principal of Wintergreen Primary 
and Intermediate Schools, 
Greenville. 

1979

Raymond Cobb was inducted 
into the SouthWest Edgecombe 
Cougars Athletic Hall of Fame. 
He was a head football coach for 
25 years in Edgecombe County 
at North Edgecombe (1988—
2003) and in 2004 he took 
over the SouthWest program. 
He never missed the playoffs as 
head coach. His overall record 
was 253-79. He won two state 
championships while at North 
Edgecombe, and his team went 

to the championship game four 
times. Jennifer king Congleton 
’79 ’81 was reappointed 
to a two-year term as 
the Mid-Atlantic Region’s 
representative to the 
International Program 
Committee for Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority. 
She represents North 
Carolina and virginia.

1975

Roger g. Taylor, a Rocky Mount 
financial adviser and local 
representative of AxA Advisors, 
received the company’s Hallmark 
vII Award and was named 
Associate of the Year for its 
Raleigh office for the 19th time.

1973

Dr. Craig Mcfadden ’73 
’76 retired as assistant 
superintendent for accountability 
and student services for Wayne 
County Public Schools after 38 
years of service. 

Steve Morgan 
’71 received the 
lifetime Service 
to Wrestling 
award from the 
N.C. Chapter 
of the National 
Wrestling Hall of 
Fame to which 
he was inducted. 
He began 
officiating high 
school wrestling 
in 1992 and is still 
one of the top 
wrestling officials 
in the state. He 
was a Southern 
Conference 
wrestling 
champion for 
ECu with a 
collegiate record 
of 86-5. after 

graduation, he started the wrestling 
program at D.H. Conley High School, 
Greenville and was the wrestling coach 
at Hickory High School from 1978-1991. 
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It’s appropriate that some 
members of the Greatest 
Generation are still alive to read 
Rick atkinson’s ’74 book about 
their greatest triumph—the 
liberation of Europe during the 
final battles of World War II.

The Guns at Last Light is the 
final volume of Atkinson’s 
Liberation Trilogy. In the first 
two books, he takes us into 
North Africa and the pivotal 
invasion of Italy. In this final 
installment, the Allies are poised 
to invade Europe on D-Day and 
fight their way to Berlin.

Atkinson graduated from East 
Carolina University in 1974; eight 
years later, as a reporter for the 
Kansas City Times, he won a 
Pulitzer Prize for reporting on 
the horrific casualties suffered in 
vietnam by the West Point Class 
of 1966. He’s been writing about 
soldiers and wars ever since.

He won a second Pulitzer in 
2003 for An Army at War, the 
first book in the Liberation 
Trilogy. Interviewed for a 2009 
story in East magazine, Atkinson 
said he heard that news while 
pushing toward Baghdad as an 
embedded reporter with the 
101st Airborne Division.

Released May 14, Last Light is 
not a book for the timid. One 
reviewer described it as “the 
literary equivalent of the first 15 
minutes of Saving Private Ryan.”

Atkinson majored in English 
at ECU and has said he never 
intended to become a writer. 

‘Like many people, I blundered 
into my life’s work,” he said in 
the East story. “So I’m not sure 
there were many influences from 
college in play. I didn’t work for 
the school newspaper. I studied 
literature so I came to appreciate 
fine writing but can’t say I 
practiced it much at that time.”

Atkinson was a student in ECU’s 
budding Honors Program, where 
he fell under the influence of 
professor David Sanders, who 
led the program. “He and others 
led me to believe that I had 
a talent for writing, and that 
perhaps I might even make a 
living at it,” Atkinson said during 
a recollection for an Honors 
College anniversary event. “Forty 
years later I remain deeply 
imprinted by the program and 
the caring teachers who helped 
me to find my pole star.”

—Steve Tuttle

The Guns at Last Light
Henry Holt & Co.

896 pages,  
with maps and photographs

$40.00

Jim Dodson ’75 of Southern 
Pines has won a second Herbert 
Warren Wind Award—the 
United States Golf Association’s 
recognition of the year’s 
best book about golf—with 
publication of American 
Triumvirate: Sam Snead, Byron 
Nelson, Ben Hogan and the 
Modern Age of Golf. He also 
won the award in 2004 with his 
biography of Hogan. Dodson has 
written four other well received 
golf books.

Lately, though, Dodson has 
focused on magazines. In 
addition to editing PineStraw, 
the monthly arts and leisure 
magazine focusing on the 
Sandhills region, and its cousin, 
O’Henry, which covers the Triad 
arts scene, Dodson has a new 
rag. It’s called Salt and it covers 
Wilmington. The first issue came 
out May 31.

All three magazines are 
published by The Pilot 
newspaper 
in Pinehurst, 
where 
Dodson 
writes a 
Sunday 
column.

American Triumvirate:   
Sam Snead, Byron Nelson,  
Ben Hogan and the Modern  
Age of Golf
Knopf Doubleday  
Publishing Group 

400 pages

$28.95

Esther Mason Fulcher ’27 usually is cheerful, but her smile 
seemed a little wider when she read that one of her East 
Carolina Teachers College classmates may be the school’s 
oldest living alumni.

That’s because Fulcher is a few months older than 
Elizabeth “bunny” Smith ’27, who was cited as such in the 
spring issue of East.

“We read the story aloud to Miss Esther and showed her the 
photo. She smiled and then laughed,” said Caroline Wilson 
’05, the recreation director at Snug Harbor on Nelson bay, a 
retirement community in Sea level.

Fulcher was born on Jan. 1, 1909. The first students 
enrolled at East Carolina Teacher Training 

School in october of that year.

“She may be 104 years old, but 
she does not let age keep her 

from having a good time,” said 
Jennifer Gildard, the center’s 
marketing director.

Gildard described Fulcher as 
a “gently cheerful” person 
who quotes longfellow as 
she greets each day: “let 
us, then, be up and doing, 
with a heart for any fate; 
still achieving, still pursuing, 
learn to labor and to wait.”

“Miss Esther has shared 
many stories about her travels 
and experiences around the 

world,” Gildard said. “Her most 
gratifying experience, which she 

recalls most often, is her time at 
ECTC.”  Fulcher had a long career as 

a teacher that began in Greene County.  

Wilson and Gildard said Snug Harbor 
residents are planning a big birthday party for Fulcher on 
Jan. 1 when she will be 105.

“ECu friends are invited; you all call if you can come,” 
Wilson said.
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1930s

Emma Lee 
Davis Laine 
’34 of Dunn 
died April 17 
at 99. From 
1934 to 1967 
she taught 
in a number 
of N.C. 
schools and 
in retirement 
worked at the 
Dunn Library 
for 20 years. 

Juanita Worsley Williams ’32 
of Farmville died June 20 at 
the age of 101. She was the 
widow of Rhoderick Thomas 

Williams, who 
practiced 
medicine in 
Rocky Mount 
and Farmville. 
She was 
Farmville’s 
Citizen of the 
Year in 1994 
in recognition 
of her work on 
behalf of the 
Girl Scouts, 
the PTA, 

Social Service League and the 
Pitt County Medical Auxiliary. 
She was the coordinator of the 
Home Bound Meals program 
for Farmville and helped to 
deliver meals for many years.

1940s

Louise Caviness Fee ’49 of 
Charlotte died April 29. She 
was a therapeutic dietician 
for Norfolk General Hospital 
in Norfolk, va., and directed 
and helped establish the first 
kindergarten program of St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist 
Church, Charlotte. Joseph 
Richard Lynch ’46 of Whiteville 
died April 22. An Air Force 
veteran of the Korean War, he 
farmed and later was a property 
developer and owner/operator of 
heavy equipment. Sylvia green 
Chadwick Neal ’44 ’49 of Rural 
Hall died May 15. She taught 
public school for 44 years, 22 of 
which were in Forsyth County, 
and then worked at Old Salem 
Restoration for 17 years. Elsie 
Mills Porter ’40 of Simpson died 
April 18 at 95. She retired as a 
clinical medical technologist.

1950s

Lee Roy “Mr. Bo” Biggerstaff ’57 

’59 of Jackson died April 7. He 
was a public school administrator 
in Bertie, Halifax, Brunswick 
and Northampton counties, and 
Roanoke Rapids City Schools. 
Robert Maxwell “Bob” 
Chambers ’56 of San Marino, 
Calif., died May 24 at 79. 

Originally 
from 
Salisbury, he  
was a 
scholarship 
athlete who 
lettered in 
football and 
track all four 
years. After 
serving in the 

Army, he moved to California 
where for many years he worked 
for E. Jordan Brook Co. virgil S. 
Clark ’50 of Greenville, a former 
president of and active member 
in the ECTC Club, died July 11 at 
88. He was a member of the first 
graduating class of the Air Force 
ROTC 
program and 
was named 
Distinguished 
Military 
Student. He 
was president 
of the Circle 
K Club, a 
cheerleader, a 
member of 
the Teco Echo staff, the Teachers 
Playhouse, the Commerce Club 
and was chosen for Who’s Who 
Among American Students. He 
retired as a lieutenant colonel 
after 23 years in the Air Force.  
He is survived by his wife of 62 
years, Frances Davis Clark ’52. 
Together they started the virgil 
S. and Frances D. Clark Alumni 
Scholarship Fund. Memorials 
may be made to ECTC 
Scholarship Fund, c/o ECU 
Alumni Association, Taylor–
Slaughter Center, 901 E 5th St., 
Greenville, NC 27858. Jack 
Stanley Forlines ’56 of Clayton 
died May 15. For 38 years, he 
worked in the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service of the USDA in Warren, 
Halifax and Onslow counties, as 
well as in the N.C. State Office for 
ASCS in Raleigh and national 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
From March 1989 until his 
retirement in January 1994, he 
was deputy director of the 
Tobacco and Peanuts Division in 
Washington, D.C. Lillian Hardy 

Hardy ’52 of Kinston died June 1. 
She taught school for 30 years 
and in her retirement was active 
in Gordon Street Church.

Worley Harr 
keene ’56 of 
Four Oaks 
died April 26. 
In 1986 he 
retired as 
teacher  
and school 
administrator 
at Four Oaks 

High School and South Johnston 
High School. In 1960, he received 
the Outstanding Teaching of 
Chemistry award from the N.C. 
Section of American Chemical 
Society. He was recognized as 
Teacher of the Year at South 
Johnston High School and 
Johnston County in 1981 and 
received the Johnston County 
Schools Living Legend Award in 
2010. R. Leon o’Briant ’59 of 
Mebane died April 24. An Army 
veteran, he retired as a 
supervisor of corporate out-of-
state tax auditors for the N.C. 
Department of Revenue. katie 
Louise Weeks Sowell ’52 of 
Tarboro died May 10. She was a 
county social worker for the 
blind for many years, retiring 
from Scotland County in 1983. 
Beulah Causey Stocks ’51 of 
Ayden died May 4. She taught 
for five years in Ayden, Maury 
and Hookerton schools. Retired 
Maj. gary Wells Taylor ’57 of 
Charlotte died April 14. After 20 
plus years, he retired from the Air 
Force where he received the 
Bronze Star during his tour of 
duty in vietnam. He then had a 
20-plus-year career as a real 
estate educator during which he 
was part owner and director of 
Mingle School of Real Estate. 
Robert Franklin Williamson ’55 
’56 of Kenansville died May 10. 
He was a farmer and magistrate 
for 26 years. Henry Shepard 
“Woody” Wood Jr. ’51 ’53 of 
Greenville died April 26. He 
taught English and math for four 
years at Greenville High School 
before going to work at Cox 
Armature Works as a salesman 
for 30 years.

1960s

John anema ’69 ’71 ’11 of 
Greenville died April 28. He 
worked with the Pitt County 
Mental Health Center for 
25 years before opening a 

private counseling practice. 
Hazel Boykin ashcraft ’65 of 
Clearwater, Fla., died May 8 
at 92. While her husband was 
in the military, they traveled 
overseas. Later she worked for 
the FBI. george Herbert Baker 
Jr. ’60 of Wilmington, Del., died 
April 9. A Korean War veteran, 
he worked in accounting and 
management for more than 
25 years at Hercules Corp., 
followed by his own business, 
Business Comptrollers. Carolyn 
Spell green Carter ’67 ’74 of 
Fayetteville died May 17. In 1999, 
she retired as assistant principal 
from Stedman Primary School, 
Cumberland County. She then 
taught at Saint Patrick’s Catholic 
School until the time of her 
death. gloria Elias “glo” Clark 
’67 of Greenville died May 16. 
She was a physical education 
teacher in Ayden and sold real 
estate. Thomas Frank gillespie 
’69 of Raleigh died April 10. After 
23 years, he retired from the Air 
Force as a decorated lieutenant 
colonel and vietnam veteran. He 
continued flying as a commercial 
pilot for both American Eagle 
and Midway Airlines. Roberson 
Mason “Robbie” Mckinney 
’60 of Belhaven died May 12. A 
Navy veteran, he was a retired 
schoolteacher who worked 
at Roosevelt Roads High 
School in Puerto Rico. Brenda 
Johnson Pennington Miles ’65 
of Greenville, S.C., died May 8. 
A former sixth-grade teacher, 
she was the first co-chair of 
the Greenville Legal Auxiliary 
and co-chair of the first drug 
abuse program in Greenville at 
Hughes Middle School. alice 
Mae alligood Monroe ’69 of 
Chesapeake, va., died April 
25. In 2000, she retired after 
31 years of teaching music 
in several schools, including 
Norview High School in virginia 
and Northeastern High School 
in North Carolina. She was 
also an organist and choir 
director for many churches. 
Hardy Barricks Traylor ’64 
of Hopewell, va., died May 2. 
He was a founding member 
of Traylor, Morris & Elliott 
Law Firm. Durwood Franklin 
Wiggins Sr. ’63 of Goldsboro 
died April 27. He was a teacher 
and coach in Goldsboro City 
Schools, extension programs 
of East Carolina University and 
University of Maryland and the 

Seymour Johnson branch of 
Wayne Community College. 
Later he was self-employed in 
real estate and construction.

1970s

Robert Ellis allen ’74 of 
Savannah, Ga., died April 13. 
He was director of business 
operations for the U.S. Marine 
Corps, MCCS on Parris Island 
and the Marine Corps Air 
Station. Michael Baker ’79 of 
Decatur, Ga., died May 20 at 
56. A graduate of J.H. Rose 
High School in Greenville, he 
was an investment counselor 
with Wachovia Bank in North 
Carolina and Georgia and, more 
recently, as a senior investment 
officer with Northern Trust 
Company in Atlanta. Wanda 
kay Blackmon ’76 of Statesville 
died April 29. James Scott 
Burns ’78 of Haddon, N.J., 
died May 11. For 20 years, he 
was a sales representative 
in the electronics industry. 
Susan Chamblee Conroy ’77 
of Raleigh died April 19. She 
was in sales with Standard 
Pacific Homes. Dr. Walter 
Newton “Skeet” Creekmore 
’76 of West Monroe, La., died 
May 6. He was a professor of 
education at the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe for 26 years. 
gretchen Charlene Davis ’70 of 
Pollocksville died May 10. A U.S. 
Army veteran, she retired as a 
major after 20 years of service. 
Russell Edward Elmore ’79 of 
Kinston died June 8 at 56. He 
was a member of Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity. He was the owner of 
Neuse Insurance Co. and Real 
Estate Management. Randy 
Hall kight ’74 ’81 of Wilson died 
May 12. She taught in the Duplin 
County and Wilson County 
school systems until retiring in 
2005. William “Bill” Frederick 
Lange Jr. ’74 of Glen Allen, 
va., died April 10. He retired 
after 30 years as captain of the 
Henrico County (va.) Division 
of Fire. Novem Miller Mason 
’74 of Greensboro died May 15. 
He taught interior architecture 
and design at virginia 
Commonwealth University, 
Richmond, va.; Louisiana Tech 
University, Ruston, La., and finally 
at UNC-Greensboro until retiring 
in 2008. In addition he was a 
designer and sculptor. Bobby 
Brantley Matthews ’73 of Wade, 
died June 16 at 62. He was a 

CPA who worked with the N.C. 
Office of the State Auditor for 
30 years, lastly as deputy state 
auditor. Upon leaving that post, 
he served Fayetteville State 
University as vice chancellor for 
business and finance. Joan Lorna 
Rodgers Williams ’77 of Wilson 
died April 23. In 2004 she retired 
from the Wilson County Schools 
after 20 years teaching math and 
more than 10 years as a media 
coordinator. Emma Jean Wilson 
’79 of Wilson died May 2. 

1980s

Susan Irene Brock ’80 of New 
Bern died June 9. She majored 
in Spanish and spent two years 
in the Peace Corps in Guatemala 
after college. She later worked 
with the American Red Cross 
in Sumatra, in Indonesia after 
the tsunami; was training officer 
for the Peace Corps in Moldova 
and Kyrgyzstan; and was health 
officer with US AID in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. Joseph Marion 
Eaddy III ’89 ’04 of Wake Forest 
died May 6. He was a health 
physicist with Pro Physics 
Innovations. Dale Thaggard Hair 
’80 ’85 of Columbia, S.C., died 
May 21. He was the band and 
orchestra director at Green Sea 
Floyds Middle/High Schools, 
Green Sea, S.C. Martha Helen 
Lewis Martin ’83 of Wilson 
died April 5. She was a teacher, 
assistant principal, and principal 
in several North Carolina and 
virginia schools. Dr. Rachel 
Leona orr ’82 of Farragut, Tenn., 
died April 18. Her last position 
was as director of nursing at 
Park West Hospital, Knoxville, 
Tenn. John allen Wood ’86 of 
Advance died April 8. He was an 
agent for Johnson Insurance Co. 
for 24 years.

1990s

Irma Melvynie Casey ’95 of 
Cullowhee died April 10. She 
retired from the East Carolina 
vocational Center, Greenville. 
Melissa Jones Leonetti ’94 of 
Fort Mill, S.C., died April 10. She 
worked in the York County, S.C., 
school system. Charles Clifton 
“Cliff” Sullivan ’90 of Rocky 
Mount died April 21. He was 
the registrar and veteran affairs 
coordinator at N.C. Wesleyan 
College.

2000s

Matthew Stephen Webster 

’04 of Dunn died April 18. He 
was enrolled in Southwestern 
Assembly of God University 
graduate school and was a 
chaplin at Betsy Johnson 
Regional Hospital, Dunn.

2010s

Jonathon Scott Bennett 
of Wilson died April 24. A 
geographic information science 
and technology major, he was a 
member of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity, ECU Ambassadors, 
an official with ECU Intramural 
Sports and an Expo at Winslow’s 
Deli. Jason Daniel Cargile 
of Greenville died May 9. He 
was working on an MBA in 
accounting at ECU. Elizabeth 
griffiths of Raleigh died May 
20. She was a senior accounting 
major in ECU’s College of 
Business and a member of 
Alpha Kappa Psi, a professional 
business fraternity. 

Fa C U LT y

Dr. Ruby gilbert Barnes of 
Raleigh died April 30. In 1986, 
she retired as professor and 
director of the MSN program 
at UNC-Greensboro after a 50-
year career in nursing education. 
She taught at ECU from 1970 to 
1973, where she developed the 
continuing education program in 
the School of Nursing.

Dr. Ralph guy Brashear of 
Wendell died May 22. From 
1983 to 1993, he was a teaching 
fellow in family medicine at 
ECU’s Brody School of Medicine. 
Previously, he and his wife 
operated the Wendell Family 
Medical Center, Wendell, for 
more than 45 years. He also 
served as medical director for 
Guardian Care in Zebulon for 
more than 30 years.

Dr. george o. Evans II of 
Greenville died May 31 at the 
age of 70. He was a chemistry 
professor here from 1979 until his 
retirement in 2010. 

Dr. Edward Prior 
Leahy of 
Issaquah, Wash., 
died April 9. He 
retired with 
emeritus status 
after teaching in 
the geography 
department from 
1969 to 1988.

Dr. Janet Horn Petterson of 
Greenville died April 6. She 
taught in the geography 
department from 1964 to 1988, 
retiring as assistant professor 
emerita.

Dr. Robert “Bob” Schellenberger 
of Greenville died May 27. He 
taught corporate strategy in 
the College of Business and 
chaired the Decision Sciences 
department from 1989-2004. 
Before coming to ECU, he taught  
at the University of Maryland, 
Southern Illinois University, 
Wake Forest University and 
Temple University. He authored 
ten books, one monograph, and 
numerous articles.

Dr. Edwin allen Sumpter of 
Raleigh, died June 6. In 1989, he 
joined the faculty at the Brody 
School of Medicine as director 
of Outpatient Pediatrics. In 
1992 he founded the TEDI Bear 
Children’s Advocacy Center, 
which provides evaluation and 
treatment for children in eastern 
North Carolina who suffer 
abuse. Today the center treats 
more than 600 children a year. 
Donations may be made to TEDI 
Bear Children’s Advocacy Center, 
2303 Executive Circle, Greenville, 
N.C. 27834.

Edward Bruce Tapscott Jr. ’72 
’79 of Greenville died June 2. He 
worked his entire career at ECU 
in diabetes and obesity research.

gladys Reichard 
White of 
Greenville died 
June 7. She 
taught voice 
from 1948 until 
1991 and 
received East 
Carolina’s 
Teaching 

Excellence Award in 1989.

S Ta F F

Wayland H. adams of Ayden 
died June 16. He worked in 
Building Services and the 
Facilities Service Center for 32 
years, retiring in 2005.

Nancy Peters Snyder of 
Greenville died April 24. She 
retired from the accounting 
department at ECU’s Brody 
School of Medicine.

In Memoriam



“We are not here to destroy the old and accept  
only the new, but to build upon the past…”

—robert H. Wright, Nov. 12, 1909
From his inaugural address and installation as East Carolina’s first president

The day Wright died

one of the last pictures of Wright was taken on the steps of 
old austin with the remaining original faculty members a few 
weeks before his death. From left are Sallie Joyner Davis, Mamie 
Jenkins, Wright, kate Lewis, Maria graham and Leon Meadows.

Marshals representing the Poe and Lanier literary societies serve as honor 
guards at President Robert Wright’s funeral.
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A sense of accomplishment pervaded 
the campus in the spring of 1934 
as East Carolina Teachers College 
eagerly anticipated celebrating its 
25th anniversary. Committees were 
planning several gala dinners and a 
lavish stage production retelling the 
school’s founding and growth.

There was much to celebrate. In 25 
years the school had grown from 175 
students to more than 1,000. The 
faculty had grown from a dozen to 90. 
The two-year teacher training school 
had blossomed into a fully accredited 
four-year college with graduate 
studies. Its president, Robert H. Wright, 
had achieved national recognition for 
his progressive methods.

From that emotional high the campus 
fell into disbelief and despair at 10:30 
a.m. on April 23, a Monday, when word 
came that Wright had suffered a heart 
attack while working at his desk in the 
new administration building. The only 
leader East Carolina had known died 
two days later, about a month short of 
his 64th birthday.

The faculty committee planning the 
anniversary events, led by Mamie 
Jenkins and Emma Hooper, instead 
began composing Wright’s eulogy and 
planning his funeral.

Wright’s funeral was held in the 
new assembly hall that later would 
be named for him. In the hours 
before the service, an honor guard 
of representatives from student 
organizations was changed three 
times an hour so that every group 
could participate. Among the 
mourners was junior William Wright 

’35, the second oldest of Wright’s four 
children.

On the day he was buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery in Greenville, 
Wright seemed to speak from the 
grave in an op-ed article published 
under his byline in that day’s Raleigh 
News & Observer. He had written 
an essay on the future of teacher 

training and mailed it the week 
before. He closed the article saying, 
“The education of tomorrow must 
carry the three R’s, plus. It must carry 
with it character, intelligence, and a 
realization of our human obligations 
one to another.”

A statewide tribute to Wright was 
held on campus in December at which 
Frank Porter Graham, president of the 
new Consolidated University of North 
Carolina, extoled him as a remarkable 
leader. “Dr. Wright knew more about 
teacher training than any other 
educational leader in this part of the 
United States,” Graham said.

The campus mourned for four years. 
A figurative and literal turning of 
the page came in 1938 when Wright 
was memorialized in a special 98-
page edition of the Teachers College 
Quarterly. In it, T. Wingate Andrews, a 
nationally known educator who was 
a classmate of Wright’s at Chapel Hill, 
wrote that, “In character and to some 
extent in appearance he reminded me 
of Abraham Lincoln. I recall no better 
characterization of (Wright) than 
Edwin Markham’s poem in which the 
poet refers to Lincoln as a lordly cedar 
going down and leaving a lonesome 
place against the sky.”

EVERY DAY IS GAME DAY!

Olajuwon Lyles
Urban & Regional Planning 

Class of 2011

Kristen Paige Daniel
Political Science & Criminal Justice

Class of 2012
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